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SOMB INTERESTING PARTICULARS OF 

ROBERT COAXES, ESQ. 

COMMONLY CALLED THE AMATEUR OF FASHION. 



<< Here comes Romeo, without bis roe/' Shakspeare. 

^Mr h:^} a man chooses to jump upon a pedestal^ and ex- 
hibits himself to every passer-by, he must not be surprifiied 
if the finger <^ curiosity be pointed at him^ or that mankind 
will examine with no Utile sharpness of criticism, ihis pr«- 
tenons for becoming a prominent character, Mr. Coates 
has done this; and while. we enter into a correct detail pf 
his merit or demerit, he has onlyto thank bin^self, ,for ex- 
citing in us a desire to analyze the true or false medium 
through which he has arrived at notoriety. 

The publications of the day have afiirmed that thisgentle- 
coan is a West Indian,' and?bbm in the island of Antigua; 
that he is the seventh, and only surviving son of nine chilr 
dren ; and that his father was born April 16 (old style; 1734, 
and died Nov. 12, 1807^ and that Mr. Coates's parents were 
.peofde of very high respectability. in that part of the world, 
who during the space of 73 years, had accumulated a large 
fortune. But- we have been told, that this is not altogether 
correct, Mr. Coates's father being in fact originally a cooper 
at ]>onnegal, in Ireland. It is also said, that the Amateur 
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of Fashion repaired early in life to the West Indies^ after 
learning his father*s business^ where he commenced the 
business of cooper, and afterwards becam)e a clerk. At 

, length his uncle died^ leaving his fortune to his two ne- 
phews, one of whom dying alsOj left his share to his brother 
Robert ; and this, united with his own, enabled the subject 
of our memoir to commence gentleman. For this purpose 
he returned to England, where he had received his early 
education^ and then first repaired to Bath, where he sported 
the most whimsical curricle that the imagination of man 
can conceive. It was literally covered with brass cocks ; 
the saddle of the horses (weighing fourteen pounds), as well 
as the buttons and buckles of the harness, and every oma* 
ment that could be turned into a cock, wore the resem- 
blance of that biped ; even the buttons on his servants' 
eoats'were stamped with a cock ^ it could not therefore be 
supposed' that a set out in this style, could long remain 
without notice. 

Mr. Coates's manners, which partook of, as he supposed, 
so much the high-bred gentleman, soon brouglit him into 
notice : he idsited several fashionable parties, and with no 
little flattery, he fancied himself qualified for the stage. He 
had for some time obtained the appellation of the Amateur 
of Fashion, a title that was highly gratifying to him,, and 
firmly believing he deserved it, he attempted to take the 

- lead in every thing new. 

Long before Mr. Coates had attained his present cele* 
brity, we were in the habit of being addressed by a person 
at the theatre, in a criticism on the play then performing ; 
but considering, from his strange manner, that he was 
under the dominion of insanity, or the workings of the jolly 

' god, we scarce heeded these marginal notes. The peculiar 
coat, however, which he has had made, on purpose to show 
his shapes, which he thinks fine, we soon/found was the vul- 
gar cover that enrobed the limbs of an Amateur ot Fashioo, 
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whom we soon after frequently met^ volunieering a recita- 
tion, or discussing loudly and long on the arts in a picture-..- 
gallery. 

There is one great and good quality in Mr. Coates ; which 
is, that every attempt that has been made to induce him to 
gamble, he has treated with contempt : he says, ^^ I havd 
enough, and I mean to spend it myself.'' An excellent 
example for many of our young nobles, who might in that , 
case feel, in preserving theur estates from a, set of sharpers^ 
as much pleasure as Mr. Coates does in being laughed at; for 
however eccentric he is in his manner, he takes care not to 
injure his fortune. There is no man on record that has caused 
so much mirth on the stage, as well as oif, since he has in- 
dulged the public with his skill. And it is impossible any 
one can condemn him for the parts he has undertaken, when 
it is recollected he entered on the task, in the first place, to 
'^ please the ladies;" and in the next place, he has at times 
performed to overflowing houses, for the benefit of poor 
individuals. His first attempt was on February 9th, 1810, 
at Bath, in the character of Romeo, where he met witli 
much success, and gave universal satisfacition. He after- 
wards performed at Cheltenham ; but the critics no more 
pleased him than* he did them ; and we next find him at 
Richmond theatre, imder the management of Mr. Beverley^ 
at whose request he performed Romeo and Lothario, to , 
such houses that seldom collect together, unless for the 
purpose of witnessing the performance of some liigh thea- 
trical character. His performance seems here to begin to 
unfold itself in its true colours, and from this time we may 
reckon his theatrical celebrity. We shall follow him in his . 
theatilcal career, and give an account of his performance, 
in regular succession, as reported in the papers of the day; 
and if it shall appear that the plaudits he met with, were 
to ridicule, instead of encouraging his pursuits, his endea^ 
▼ours being honept^ be surely deserved a better fate; for. 
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in nU bis eccentricities^ we ctUinot find one action that 
would disgrace a gientleman ; and although a little energetic 
at times^ in the manner and matter of his visiting the lobby 
of the Open^honse^ or other theatres^ yet in his politeness 
to the todies he meets^ is ever conspicnonsy until they men- 
tion the Curticley or cocA:«a-dood{e-doy &c. ; he then for* 
gets hJMself) and his manners begin somewhat to smack of 
the whip. 

Bysothe fatill Kccident^ however, he broke this curricle 
that catii^d SO Mueh mirth and curiosity^ and now sports 
another, made almost in as whimsical a manner : the body 
is copper, and painted so as to appear like a lar^e kettle- 
drum hung upon two large serpents ; the harness, as before^ 
ai^ studded "v^ith cocks, &c. but the large saddles are aban- 
doned. He drives about town with two servants on horae- 
J^ack, and is very particular in having long-taird horses^ 
and causing the servants at all times to keep a most respect- 
ful distance. Should any person turn to look after hii:n« 
patticularly the ladies, he will turn immediately, and not 
leave looking at them until they retire. It was our intention 
to hate presented our readers with a view of th< first cunicle 
Mr. Coates sported, but we could not get a oanect sketdb^ 
although Mr. Gillray has caricatured him in iti and a 
Mifd. Aberdeen advertised she had made one of paper, and 
ejthibited it in her Papyrueism> stating she had been offered 
fifty guineas for the model. This advertisement appeared 
in the M Qtning Post^ May 1 > 1&18, in the following words s 

^ Mr. Coates deems destined to live all the days of his 
lifey or, in other words, to enjoy perpetual notoriety : be 
eithibits himself on the stage^ and the theatre is cramme4 
from the front row of the stage-boxes to the back stet of 
the (^ef-shilling gallery. Mrs. Aberdeen exhibits his cur-* 
ricle in her Papyrueism, and her roobis are crowded abhoftt 
to suflbcation, with the woiid of taste and faisbitoi We 
imdettland thsit Mrs, Aberdeen has refus^ an offer of fifty. 
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guineas^ which was made her for this elegant little model 
of Mr. Coales's faney^ alledging that she could not think of 
robbing her exhibition of one of its greatest attractions." 

A similar advertisement appeared in the York paper^ of 
the exhibitfdn to be seen at York^ in the summer of 1814. 

Thiis gentleman^ by his whims and fancies, has several 
times been the butt of those who were jealous of the attrac- 
tion of his dashing appearance and splendid equipage. At 
the Prince Regent's levee at Carlton-house, July 17, 1812^ 
some one sent him a ticket of admissimi, in every respect re- 
gularly signed and sealed, and to appearance correct : h» 
put himself to a great deal of trouble in dressing out in 
tUamonds, in paste buckles, and ornaments to an extreme f 
even the buttons on his coat had every appearance of dia^ 
monds : he went in a sedan-chah*, which he discharged at; 
the gate— 'but, what could be more mortifying I— -trhen 
he came to the gate, his ticket passed the first exami'v 
natiOD, but. at the second^ it viras foiihd to be forged ! — he 
could not be admitted; and to go back, he was ashamed^- 
tbe iBob laughed at the situation he was then in $ at last 
ke took courage, begged protection from the mob, and 
lome gentleman lent him his carriage to go back ; having 
returned in a less gay attire, he obtained admission at a 
gentleman's opposite Carlton-house^ and he there had the 
pleasure of seeing the company go to the levee. 

He was imi^ted in his acting by Mr. Mathews, aft 
Covent-garden theatre, on Friday the 3d of December, 
1813, in his favourite charact^ of the gay Lolhuio. At 
Ms, imitation the following ludicrous scene was exhibited-* 
It is generally the rule of our Amateur, when acting the 
(Nurt of the gay Lothario, to turn round to some of his 
friends in the stage-boxes, and to converse and shake hands 
trith them. So did Mathews, and the person with whom 
he shook hands, was no other than Mr. Coates himself !-— 
ihe laughter was immoderate, and he seemed to join in 
4ie j<A9 with as much jiemsxe as itis best In this cba*^ 
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rftcter of Lothario^ we have given' his portrait^ it being 
the most conspicuous we could procure to exhibit his per- 
son, and taken at a time when he endeavours to show his 
rings and buckles to the greatest advantage, which he always 
does, when he should only be bccupied by the dying scene. 

Mr. Coates has lodged for some time at a Mrs. Lyall's^ in 
Craven-street^ Strand; he lives on the most economical 
plan ; his servants are on board wages, and he keeps his 
curricle and horses at KeudaU's, in Long Acre. 

The Amateur of Fashion states, that he has received 
above a thousand letters from the ladies; but he keeps 
them unopened— query— if he can say they are all love-let- 
ters ? but we are creditably informed that he has received 
innumerable letters from indigent persons to perform for 
them^ and he has never failed of obtainmg for them an 
overflowing house; so far at least is his hobby a praise- 
worthy one. 

We have gleaned the following critique from the papers 
of the day : 

" Richmond Tlieatre, Sept. 1811 -—The people of Rich- 
mond, and its vicinity for several miles round, including 
many families of the highest rank and fashion, and great 
numbers even from London, crowded to Richmond Theatre 
on Wednesday night, the 4th of September, 1811, to see 
that celebrated Amateur, Mr. Coates, perform the part of 
Romeo. Wliile the audience impatiently awaited the rising 
of the curtain, Mr. Coatcs's performance was the subject of 
general and audible conversation, from which it was easy to 
anticipate that the pathetic tragedy of Uomeo and Juliet 
would, for this time, be one of the most laughable comedies 
with which merry Old England was ever entertained. At 
length the hero appeared ; clad in a most splendid, and 
really very beautiful, dress, consisting of yellow land silver 
tissue, with a large sash of pink and silver, put on in the 
manner of a Scotch plaid, and a Spanish hat, with a rich 
plume of ostrich feathers | to these were added a profusion 
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of ricli jewellery, in all the varioas shapes of coUarSy 
buckles, buttons, &c. to the amount, it was said, of several 
tiiousand pounds. We are not disposed to be severe on 
Mr. Coates's performance, which afforded singular amuse- 
ment; but it is necessary, in ofier to give a just idea of it, 
to say, that for some time it was not so much below 
mediocrity, that it appeared likely to pass off in that flat 
routine which is neither forcible enough to affect the feeling 
in the pathetic, nor absurd enough to amuse by provoking 
die risible feculties. At loigth a sudden start, or rather 
fifisk and jiunp, in one of the love speeches, called forth an 
universal burst, and from that moment the laugh was not 
disomtinued, nor the audience compos^ for one instant to 
seriousness for the remainder of the night; and whether 
Romeo addressed Juliet, or Juliet pronounced the praise of 
. Homeo, laughter convulsed the house, and made it some- 
tunes impossible for the love-sick maid herself (though 
lepresented in a very superior manner by a young lady of the 
name of Watson) to forbear from a smile and a titter, where 
t sob and a tear would be appropriate, if the tragedy had 
not been so superlatively comedized, or rather farcified by 
•ker tover. 

** Oh Borneo^ Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo?" 

tras harped upon in a very particular manner; but whe,» 
she spoke of '^ cutting him up into little stars,'' &c. the effect 
produced was beyond all description. Every one in the 
house burst by one common and irresistible impulse into a 
peal of laughter, which shook their frames, the benches, 
and the house with them : it vn>uld be tiresome to notice 
every successive instance in which this recurred. It was 
most forrible at the time when the hero forgot his text, and 
trying back to recover the cue, as the prompter calls it, after 
audibly expressing his doubt ^nA hesitation, by the contra- 
^ctory monosyllables, no, yes, actually begun over again 
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the very speech tihat he ksd just finiahied, Agtixi, wlien lie 
•tid, *^ h it a dream^ or am I mad}'' the laugh exceeded 
even tti former ekeesf . At lieagth the dying ecene oam^^ 
and waa performed amidst unceaaing roars of bughter, in 
which several eatraordinary sounds mingled, such as crowing^ 
and chuddbg like a cock, crying cock-a-doodlci^o, kc. till 
At curtain feU, and here the play closed, the audience 
vtodferously and repeatedly, though ineffectually, demand- 
ing, by cries of encore, encore, &c. that the death scene 
i^ould be re-acted, as it had been on Mr, Coates's fovmicr 
performance of iRomee at Cheltenham. Mr. Coates did, 
however, appear agab, and recited, ^' Bucks have at you 
all V in a style somewhat less laughable than his Romeo. 
There were somealterations to suit his own particular case f 
•and an allusion to some of Ihe Cheltenham critics, whom he 
aupposed to hiave mixed among the Richmond audienee, 
had a very good effect. The audience were at last pot into 
good humour, and they sincerely applauded and called ftip a 
repetition of the address. But Mr. Coates not appearing, 
while the encore was insisted on for a quarter of an hour, 'the 
manager, Mr. Beverley, came before the curtain, dressed for 
the character of the Jew, m the afterpiece of the Jew and 
Doctor I and having obtained silence, a long dialogue en- 
sued : he stated, that Mr. Coates had actually left the house, 
ftiiefefore could not appear to repeat the performance that 
night, but promised that the same should be repeated 
another night, Which was well received.'^ 

We shall now follow the Amateur to his next representation.. 

^* Haymark9t tnteofre.-^Monday, Deeember 8, 1811, 
Mr. Cock«a*doodle Coates (from Exeter ^Change)' exhibited 
himself at this house as the representative of Lothario^ liv 
the Fair Penitent. Public curiosity was very strongly 
excited, and every part of the theatre was crowded at an 
early hour. Nearly the whole of the aiaiience appeared ta 
have been attracted to witness the peribrmanoe of this 
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tragedy, by an eicpectant desim of enjoying a liearty laugh. 
The fame of the heio of the night caused them to anticipate 
aoroething prepoaterotuly out of the way, and they went to 
the theatre with a resolution to turn every tiling into 
ridicule. 

^ Nothing eould be more truly contemptible, or more tx- 
tniTagantly absurd, than the perfcrmance of Mn Coates. 
His manner was such, that the tragedy called forth modi 
more kiughter than is usually heard or seen at the represent* 
tation of a comedy. Much waggery was played off by a 
part of the audience. The erowfaig of a cock was frequently 
Imitated with great success, and the effect of this, in the 
middle or at the close of an impassioned or pathetic speech, 
was very fine* Hisses were firaquently heard very loud, and 
after these Mr« Coates was greeted with six or eight rounds 
of applause. He bore it, apparently, with great iongfroid^ 
for some time, but at last he lost his temper, and addressed 
a series of silly speeches to the audience, offering to pay for 
those who chose to take their money back and go out, and 
defending the line of conduct which he had pursued, as 
originating in a benerolcnt principle, on which he was dc-^ 
termined to act. These orations so mortified those who 
were acting with him, that Horatio and AUamont left the 
stage, and Mr. Coates (cock of the walk) had the felicity of 
entertuning the a(udience atone. Placed in this situation 
the hero made a long senseless speech, which the indigna* 
tion of the audience rendered it impossible to hear in the 
theatre, but which he has since obligingly given to the 
world in print. This concluded, he left the stage, snapping 
hit fingers at the audience, and the drop fell as at the dose 
of an act. Wlien tiie play was resumed, the last scene 
whkh they had attempted was begun again, and at length 
performed in better style than could well be expected, when 
Mr. Cock-a*doodle Coates was concerned. The mirth and 
noM ot the audience were steady and unremitting tlu-ough* 
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DUt the third and fourth acti. At the eloie of the fourtbi 
the green curtain fdl, and of tuch hnportance wan Mr^ 
Coatea to the audiencei that aa Lothario waa dead, they 
did not once call for the fifth act, but tiie lirro waa loudly 
called on to die again, 

^< The Altamont of the night waa u ridictiloua u Mr. Coetei 
himaelf ) andlhe appearance and manner of Scidto waa ao 
ludicroueiy that he wai frequently accoitcd by the good-bii« 
inourcd appt'lUiibni of Punch, Jack (\f* Clubi, and Gt^ur 
Thwmb. l^Ioratio wua very ably nufltmned by Mr. Sydneyi 
whO| fixed an the audience were to jeer and quiz all who 
were to performi lucceeded in rivctting their attention on 
the buHUicM of the Aoene, where lie wm concerncdi for ioma 
time. The Caliita of the evening wan uo much alarmed at the 
apparent hostility of the audience, that nlic Hcemed acareely 
able to Ntond. J^vinia found an excellent reprc«entative in 
the fascinating Mii« Sydney. 

'* No talentii no cxcrtionnof twoorthree individually cuuld 
poisibly appcode the ntorni which the ubMurditictf of McMn. 
Coatcs and WiHiamMtonc were ettlc(ilat(*d to awake. Hud 
not hia performance given strong indicaticm« of good «enae, 
wefthould have thought Mr. Sydney m mad an Mr. Coatenj 
for no letting himnelf down. The experience <if that day, 
will, I trUNt, be of nervici* to him, and wlien Mr. Coaten next 
undertaken to murder Howe or Shoknpeare, 1 nhguld hofie 
the name of Sydney will nut appear in the lint of accom- 
pllcen." 

lite next time Mr. Coaten became a candidate for 
liintrionic appluune at the i^laymarket Theatre, won ou 
January 11th, 1813, for the henefit of Mr. Simn; the 
plr^y wan the Fair Penitent, and the grand attraction the 
ix)thario of Mr. H. Coaten, wlione llomeo, and red 
curricle with bronn harnenn, have rendered him very 
juntly iu)torioun. Tiie houne wan completely crammed 
in a few mihuten after tlie doorn were opened^ and tlie per* 
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(brmance instantly ooinineiiccd«->fory on this occasion mat- 
ters weir reversed, as compared with other theatres, the 
most prominent perfonners being brfcre the curtain.— >The 
boxes, pit, and galleries were filled with actors, mutually 
exerting themselves for the amusement of each other ; the 
galleries were particularly active in funning on the name of 
the ^< AmaJteur qf Fashion,'* and continued to call for him 
as •* Lang CoiUeSf Driving Coates, Flmanel Coates, Petty 
" Ooaiesj T\im Coate& /" &c. until they were interrupted 
by a loud crowing of cocks, which was very melodious, and 
gave a lively idea of a feeding loft, on the eve of a grand 
Welch main. At length the histrionic hero appeared, clad 
in silver and satin, and blazing in jewels, towering in ma- 
jesty and feathers far above his T^rthy compeers, and look- 
ing as though he bore the whole empire of Thespis on his 
Atlantean shoulders. On his entr^ he was greeted^ or, as 
Shakspeare has it, bruited, in a manner which we will not 
attempt to describe, and for similar reasons we will forbear 
to criticise his acting — we are unable to da so, wc have no 
standard of comparison ; for we most solemnly assure Mr. 
Coatcs, that though we have seen all the great actors of 
the present age, we ha\'e never seen one that can even for 
9n instant stand in comparison with him. The piece went 
off very rapidly, and the fourth act did not occupy more than 
two minutes, including the death of Lothario, which de^* 
lighted the assembly (for an obvious reason wc cannot call 
itoudience) so much, that an unanimous encore was the 
consequence. The performer, however, was dead to this mark 
ctfaoour, and would not comply, and a noise ensued, which 
wc can only characterise by describing what it surpassed — 
Billingsgate on Saint James's day, when delicious oysters 
first appear, is quiet— 4i bull frog concert, heard in a South 
American Savannah, soft music — and an O. P. row absolutely 
tame, compared with this wild hubbub and strange uproiir. 
The fifth act of the play was over in about three minutes ; 

c2 
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and tbotigh the intervdl b«tiireen the plaj and frrce was 
rather long^ the ftpeotttora contmaed ahnoat at gay and 
meiry as at any time during the tragedy. JPetween tihe acta 
of thefiocey Mr.Coates agam came fotwud, and after apo^ 
Ipgizing for ajfqiealing before the lodte; without boots and 
spurs^ ipdce some lines about hobbies, which, from their extra** 
ordinary beauty and cltaiical el^gance> iivte suppose to be hia 
own production. He was particularly happy in the harmeny 
and quantity of his verie^ as well as in grammatical pye* 
cisbn. Our readers may teke this couplet as a specis^n of 
his rbyme^^ 

'* Horses whith arte ^iill nnd itubhom, 
Ate M difllcult m our vites to govern." 

Of Lord Wellington^ Mr. Coates said^ 

** Lord Wellington's hobby in these bloody wars, 
Is breaches, atnbt)scades, and ifg|y scars ; 
In timtt of peace how cliang'd his tnule n, -^ 

His Lordship*s hobby is then the ladies.'' 

His own hobby he described as 

^ Acting Ibrv^idows, driving on high cushions, 
And playing for (Ait brave allies-^the Russiaiis.*^ ■ 

He was loudly encored, and returned, but as appeared in the 
sequel, not to repeat his address, but merely to give m 
sage and interesting jnece of advice to the ladies, in these 
words— 

'^ Since IVe repeated my hobbies through, 
]Pr&y, ladies, don't let the fortune-hunters Jocfte^ yoa!*^ 

Mr. Coates then retired amidst a most tumultuous uproar ^ 
approbation. 

Not dismayed with the reception lie had gained, he stlU 
perdsted in not only riding his hobby, but insisting on every 
body getting up behind him} and having, as we pesiime, lus 
motto of *^ While I live I will crow," warm in his head, he again 
became the subject of amusement; and on Wednesday^ Feb. 
24th, 1813, Mr, Coates, ^^ in all his glory re-appeared^ 
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in the character of the ^^gallant gay Lothario^'' in Ranre'a 
tn^rdy of the Fair Penitent. The performance vvas, as ueraaT, 
absurd beyond eooctfAaa^ When he entered on the fint 
act, in the same way ilu^ the Ghost in Hamlet maices hk 
exit, with the croitrin^ ef ihe cock, fiomlaH paifts of tiie 
theatre, the actor's tdice was scarcely aikdible at any time^ 
and its sepulchral tone, and the antic geatures that seconded' 
itf when it was heard, rendered his appearance more ludi* 
Clous than description can represent it. In the second act^ 
in the altercation between Lothario and Hpmtio^ the latter 
introduced the folbwing lines, not in the trnj^nal part :-^ 

** Why drive yoa ttws in state about the town, 
With cttiriots aad pair^ tke Cttit a cuck P' 

Hie audience relished the joke exceedingly, but Mr. Coates 
staarted badt several paces with Inttignation, and then ad« 
vaneed tn apparent s^tation to the front of the stage : hp 
attempted- to obtain a hearing, but in vain^ he retired 
towards Horatio, and lo6]ied terrific, as if denouncing 
vengeance.— Horatio n^t tried to make himself audiUe, 
and, utisuccessftil, withdrew; thus while the spectators 
were bursting with liiughter, and Mr. Coates was swelling witii 
rage, the two actors by turns made their exit and appcto-« 
ance. At length silence was obtained, and the Amateur 
spoke as follows :— ^ Ladies and Gentlemen, I was ^olidt- 
ed to play for a lady whom I was informed was an object de- 
serving 6f my attention.'* Loud applauses succeeded, and 
Mn Coates, in the interval, employed himself !n sdectiu]f 
the most engaging attitudes.-^ile proceeded, ** I beg leave 
to state, that there are several performers hi this place who 
belong to our great theatres^ and let meirdd, thattmeot 
them has taken most unwarrantable Kberti^ with me."*-^ 
This sentence was received with shouts and hisses, and Mr«. 
Coates was busily en^ged in brow-beatihg his enemies in 
the pit^ and in running to one of the stage booces, where 
some friends were stationcd.—Silence bebg obtained, he re- 
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somedi '^^ YoU doubtless have read the play of the Fair Pe* 
nitent, and if not^ you may do it to-morrow mbming; there 
you will find somdhing about horses and menimentj but' a 
performer has ao Hght to hurt my feeUngs^ by inserting what 
is not in his part J' ijetmy equipage be hmghcd fit by those 
that chuse :«-*but though, my father blest me with a''good 
fortune, he always taught me good manners.' l;am.fitlle 
skilled in boasting, but I must say, that! feel myself a mosti 
^useful character ; ifor if my dress be.oxtravagant, aftd my 
curricle and equipage be expensive, let it be rcmeisbcired, 
it is this that supports the lower, orders; does it not assist 
the taylor, the mercer, and the coach-piaker ? In these re- 
spects I set what I think is a laudable, example, that cannot 
be too soon followed." Mr. Cpatcs here ended, an4.1augh- 
ter for some tinie incapacitated, the audionce from.lbteniog 
to Horatio, who stood piteously pleading in the front of 
tjie stage,. 

^ Dritry-Lane Theatre, Jprii 10, 1813. — Saturda;^ night, 
Mr* Coates made his appearance on the stage of.,Drury- 
Laiie. Theatre, to deliver '^ Bucks have at ye all,'^ and wfut 
received with the usual crowing^ and boisterous noise of the 
galleries. When this gentleman comes forward am^ng ac- 

» 

tors equally grotesque as himself, we laugh at the folly of 
the whole ; but we would ask the Suh^Committee of Ma- 
nagement, if they really think that such buflToonery is credit- 
able to the regular drama, or by any meftns Complimentary 
to a respectable company of performers ? 

'^ After the recital of ** Bucks have at ye all," he thus ad* 
idicjj^d the audience :-— ^^ Ladies and Gentlemen, liaving had 
tlj^c honour of being imitated at another theatre, by a per- 
former of great celebrity, I will now, with your permission, 
imitate the Imitator } if I do not succeed, I hope you will 
pardon me, as it is my first attempt, (imitating Mr. Matthews), 
it. will be hit or miss." He then retired, and reappeared in 
the dress worn by Mr. Matthews in the farce of Hit or MisS| 
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strutted about the stage, cracking his whip, and reciting se- 
veral passages of that foce, to the great merriment, and 
amidst the maiked ridicule of the whole audience/' 

ff OpefthHofUse, Saiurdaiff May Ist, 1813-i^Mr. Cock-a« 
doodle Coates came forward, and cut even a more ridiculous 
figof e than he has hitherto sustained, whether it was plajring 
-for pretmdfld widows, or disgracing the classic boards of a 
national theatre. He made several attempts, amid groans, 
to addfess llie audience, who, much to their credit, would 
not Usten to a 'line he had to say ; and eventually, after a 
considerable deal of hustling, he was forced from the 
stage/* 

And on May 7, 1813, Mr. Coates again occupied the 
stage as Lothario, and received his usual compliments of 
every species of disgraceful contempt, engendered by his 
despicable folly. He was incessantly saluted with hisses, and 
cries of ^' ofF, off" although nothing could exceed the general 
nierriment produced by his acting in the scene where he 
fences with, and is killed by, Altamont. In tliis part encore 
burst from all parts of the theatre ; he did not, however, accede 
to the call. '' From the temper displayed lost Satur- 
day, (says a cotemporary publication), and the indignant 
displeasure of the audience, tired beyond endurance with 
the abominable fooleries of this soi-disvant Amateur,- 
wc hope and trust that this disgrace to a regular. 
theatre will riot be suffered much longer to exist: And 
while acting at the Haymarket Theatre, Tuesday, May 11, 
1813, a Bantam cock was thrown on the stage.'' 

Haymarket Theatre, Febmary 22, 1814. — Tiw- 
ctoy— The comedy of the West Indian was murdered last 
night; the character of Belcour, by Mr. Coates. This 
person, it will be reniembered, (says the Morning Post), 
*' was held to be so inimitably preposterous in tragedy, 
that he has obtained a spurious celebrity, arising from 
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his want of oommoii senae^ and aatonUhiiig lack of abi- 
litjr. The joke b now grown atale i the moat aplendid 
stupidity, wheo it beeomes hackniedi will gaoiw in- 
aipld. Being interrupted by a person in the pit, he 
accosted him, <' Sir, I wish particularly to address my* 
self to you, as you have insulted me," The usual 
tumult foDowed, and he appealed to the siudieneet telN 
ing them, ^* he came forward for a purpose qf&eitseotaice, 
without any intertited motwe, and had been interrupted by 
a man in the pit,'' He happened to stammer, while mak- 
ing this statement, new interruption was the consequence, 
and he was obliged to retire, amidst shouts of contemptu- 
ous laughter. He was marked out for the rest of the evening, 
and imperiously ordered in one of the scenes to take off his 
hat. Fliiling to obey, an apology was called fori and he 
was so hooted in every scene, that he at last came fcrward, 
to try his hand, (if we may be allowed the expression) at a 
speech. He was just enabled to tell them, what they pret- 
ty well knew, ^' That he had been repeatedly called on for 
ah apology;" when the derbton of the audience was so loud- 
ly expressed, that he was a second time forced to withdraw, 
without finishing his speech. The whole of the JDromolis 
Pemmm were treated with the most outn^geous ridicule.—- 
Coates was frequently jeered about Mrs. Lyall— his curricle, 
—the Carlton House Fttc, &c. Every species of discord 
that fancy could suggest, was eagerly pressed into service, 
and uproar was every where the order of the night.'' 

Mr. Coates had at kngth made himself so conspicuous as 
on actor, that even John Bull became tired of laughing at 
his absurdities. From critiques and contemptuous sarcasms 
on his acting, the public began to spread insinuations against 
his private character. It was rumoot ed that he received pagr 
£or his performance, and that, under the pretence of perform* 
ing for the benefit of a distressed widow, a person, whose 



•Wmiflbi^ionf fif liheatrical criticbfli ,fiU .\]^e cqlmnft3 .qf. ^ 
Tcertwp panqr, wps the x^ ql^^ct »foi.,wljic\i,Cftp((e«,4rew.a 
ritome. 4V .HW^ .W« iP PW «f .>PP^^ ab^tie? »tl)an .resp^qt jr 
^.i^liqi^Q^r^ R«4as|^gsn^y,sB9|«p^f^Yovabletqqv 
rfjf.i|ur,Afliateflr'f;^ctiijg^ tli<ie jjublic,|^fi<s«ne ,paore,incei^. 

4^ receive i^arU^y jjelf ,|qr rbb q^qlions, there wa^^Mi 

to Receive the fee for an introduction to the great Rosclus. 
—This, however, was not the case — we never believed it ; and 
a8.i£to coonteMnce opr oginiop, .thefpUonirii^g .advertisement 
aippeaced in, the .papers, :F^b. J8, Ji^M^ injcopj^uence of a 
-person, whp.made.buns^K^Conspicuous in the pit of the Ly- 
ceum, on Wednesday evening, December 1, 1813, while 
Mr. Coatcs was JieHmg for a ben^gt, ,1^ holding Hp a uote 
of i40l., an(l telling Mn Cpfites it passed through his hands, 
itfaou^ given for mofh^ (purpose — 

*^ London, to wit, — Martha Lyall, qf Craven Street, 
Strand, having.beiinl.it has be^n represented, that I^bert 
Cofttes, late of .Antigua, ^£sq. liad participated jin monies 
given to this deponent by Mrs. Bury, .to induce tl>is depo- 
nent to persuade the^saifl^RobeTt Coates to recite, at Free- 
masons' Hall, at » Concert ^yen fpr the benefit of -Mrs. 
-Bury, certain versos, .written for the occasion ; and knpw* 
ing sQch representation to be untrue, this deponent .volun- 
taiily maketh oath^ and s^th, that her receiving money tp 
persuade the said iRobert. pontes to recite the last meqtipned 
▼eiifs,. or. publicly to perforin, was totally u|fiknown ^ the 
.said Bobert. Coates. And this depgnent in her conscience 
.bdi^v^Sy that if;tbe ^ajd itob^ Coi^tes had known that this 
•depoaent hadieceivedany roooey from any person wbatspeyer, 
tfoTcthe pmrpose qf inducing, tfie. said Robert Cortes to per- 
.form at any. theatre, or. to r^te verses in any public rooKn, 
.llbe ttid Robert Coates wQuld not have consented ^ tp.do. 
•And lastly, this deponent positively ^aith, .that the said 
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1M KIRVr^S WONDbAVVL HVfSBVHd 

Robert Cdatei never did, in any way whatever, participate 
in atiy present given td this deponent, by any person^ or 
person, to influence thb deponent in persuading the said 
Robert Coate^ to perform ; nor did the said Robert Coates 
«ver Iinow 0/ this deponent having recdved any money from 
any persons or person, for whose benefit he had consented to 
pby, mitil he was publicly char|t^ it the Lyceum theatre 
with participating in money so received by this deponent, 

« M. Lyall. 

^ Sworn at the Mansion-house, in the City of Lon- 
don^ the 16th day of February 1814, before me, 

Wm. Domvillb, Mayor." . 

Hlivitig taken up so much of our volume with an account 
of this extraordinary character, it may now be necessary to 
draw this article to a close : — ^but in doing this, we shall 
first insert the communication of a subscriber, whom we 
know cannot be biassed by any thing but the truth, and 
who sent us the following account of Mr. Coates' appear- 
ance at the Lyceum. 

<' I take upon me to say, that Mr. Coates' appearance 
as Romeo, for the benefit of Mr. Eyre, was entirely gratui- 
tous on his part ; and hearing much of ibis celebrated cha- 
racter, I took tickets — and with the additional stimulus of 
being introduced behind the scenes, repaired to the theatre. 
—Mr. Coates was ready dressed for the part at an early hour, 
and long before the play began. I had much wished to judge 
for myself of his actingi but found it impossible— for on the 
moment be appeared, a sort of O. P. row commenced, and 
every word he uttered, was lost in the clamour of the many-* 
tongued multitude. Here, however, let me correct myself, the 
acting was indeed perfectly visible— but this was downright 
tearing a speech to tatters. Here his folly deprived the public 
of a rich treat, which was no other than that of seeing Mt. 
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Dowton play the part of the Nurse ; but Mr. Coatea deem* 
ingthb an insult, declared, that unless the usual actress 
played the part, he would leave the theatre. At length the 
proper actress was found, and the play proceeded. Still, how- 
ever, all was chaos and confusion.— Oranges and halfpence 
were thrown on the stage ; and even the lovely Juliet was in 
danger from a vagrant copper. At length, weary with this, 
some gentlemen, among whom is the communicator of this, 
gained him a short silence, hoping, that by a modest speech, 
and his throwing himself on the protection of the house, he 
might be heard; but he requited their services with 
a silly threat, ** of prosecuting all that hissed him,'' so 
that his cause became hopeless. When be attempted to sa- 
lute his Juliet, the cries of ^^ off, off," iqcreased, accom- 
panied with hisses, and a cry of ^^ don't let the brute kiss 
yoUy" tCf I must, however, do Mr. Coates tlie justice to 
declare, that amidst all this clamour, he continued steadily 
to go through his part, consoling himself with the idea, that 
** he would punish them — 'twas all envy." He attended while 
off the stage, to every arrangement of the stage, necessary to 
g^ive eclat to the piece, at the end of which the curtain closed — 

^ And Chaos came agaio.^ 

It is, we believe, an undoubted fact, and much to the 
iKMurar of Mr. Coates, that he presented to Mr. Kean, soon 
after his first appearance in Richard III. a gold watch, chain, 
ftaliy &c. and thirty guineas, accompanied with a very hand- 
Mine letter, in which he begs Bir. Kean will do him the ho- 
nour of accepting them, as a trifling return for the pleasure 
he has given the donor, by his unrivalled acting. 

Of late Mr. Coates has relinquished the sock and buskin, 
and even his gay curricle is no longer regarded. Some de«- 
liptiog aociety did indeed pretend that he would speak on a 
flieatrical question 3 but this^ we believe, was not correct ; 
mA we tmsf^ that Mr« Coates, justly resenting the conduct 
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#«• hIVc no «!b»j^, but" he ^m lfc» t»fttt thW 
" I^nit' or hohoti/ U ttiit Itriviit^ itaU'oif.'' 
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(MTRACTt' YMAV.)' 

Tin WILL or DAVX0 DAVIS, LATX Olf CLAPIIAM|i IN SVHRY^ 

FHOVK&j JANUAitY l/lW* 

I Of V^'x 9M kquiifith to Mtry IMvti, diu|[Kttf of #A«^- 
D^lnpo^t^ <ht Him of 6#. which i» lufflcfent fo Mublif h« 
to fe( druhk with, for the laiit time, at my ttpctiii^ ) titA I 
^« th« UM iUm of 5«. to Charlei Pettt-| the don of the nM 
MtfjTi ^hokh I'Mh r^ut^d to be iU fnther of) Hut MefeV' 
hiMl| or ever alielT haf e M]^ r^sMon to believe. 



IS f HX WILL Oy JOHN BAUXXXVILLXi tATS Or BIRMINQHAM, 
IN THB COUNTY OF WARWICK. PROVXPi MARCH 1776. 

My further will aiid pleasure iij and 1 hereby declarei that 
the devise of all my goods and chattels, as above^ is upon 
this express eonditioor: that my wife, in concert with my ^ 
executorsi do cause my body to be burled in a conical build* ^ 
ing, in my own premises^ heretofore used as a mill^ which 
I have lately raised bigheri and paintedi and In^ a vault 
which I have prepared for it. This, doubtlessi to many 
will appear a whim i-* Perhaps it is so ; but it is a whim for 
many years resolved on, as I have a hearty contempt of all ^ 
superstitioni the farce of consecrated groundi the Irish bar- ^ 
barism of sure and certain hopci fte. I also consider, 
lievelatloni as it is calledi (exclusive of the scrape of nxH^ 



rality casually intennixed with it)^ td ht i^€ mont impu- 
dent abuse of common sense that everwAh im^rfted^ to be- 
fool mankind ; I do expect sonfie shrewd remarks will be 
made on this my declaration, by the ignorant and bigotted, 
who cannot distinguish between reHgfbn and superstition, 
and are taught to believe mdrality, (by which t understand 
all the duties a man owes to OoA and his felk>w-creatures, 
is not sufficient to entitle hiM to» divine ftivour), with 
professing to believe, as they call it, eeftaln absurd doc- 
trines and mysteries, (of which they htfve iM more concep- 
tions or ideas than a horse)'. This m^rsHty atone, I profess 
to have been my tetfifjkfhf miil Pke mle of ttiy sictions, to 
which I aijl^i^^ ftoW ftbr my pfMnfiom an< practice have 
been consistent. 



IN THE WILL OF STBPHBN CtfVReK, llOnVBllMAN, OF ST. 
MARY AT HILL. PJIOtlfl^, NOTtMWR 1798. 

I give and devise to my souj Daniel Church, only one 
•hilling ; and that is for him to hire a porter to carry away 
the next badge and frame he steals. 



IN THB WILL OF WILLIAM DARLBY, LATE OF ASH, IN THl 
COUNTY OF HBRTS. PROVBD, MAY 1794. 

I give unto my wife^ Mary thtleyp for picking my pock* 
€t of suLty guineas, and taking up money in my name, of 
John Pugh, £sq« the suit of one shilling. 



ttm WILL dV /OM MbQBS, LXn 6f FlNClfLiiy, Iff f Ht 

o«UM^ M lliDfjiLtiiX. pftoYBxr, JtTLY I71Kr. 

ll^is AiKh day of May, 
Beiiig iHy and gay. 
To hip not inclined. 
But of vigorous jnind^ 
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And my body in healthy 

ril dispose of my wealth, 

And of all I am to leave. 

On this side the grave, 

To some one or other, 

I think, to my brother s 

But, because I foresaw. 

That my brother-in-law. 

If I did not take care. 

Would come in for a share. 

Which I no ways intended. 

Till their manners were mended ; 

And of that, God knows, there 's no sign ; 

I therefore enjoin, 

And strictly command, ' 

As witness my hand. 

That nought I have got, 

Be brought to hotch-pot. 

But I give and devise. 

As much as in mc lies, 

To the son of my mother, 

My own dear brother. 

To have and to hold. 

All my silver and gold, 

As the affectionate pledges 

Of his brpther, 

John Hbdobs. 



I^ THB WIXX Of STBPHEN SWAIN, LATE OF THB PABISH Of 
ST. OI^VE, S0UTI|WARK» PROVED, fBBBUARY 1770. 

I give to John Abbot, and Mary, his wife, the sum of 
sixpence each, to buy for each of thm ft halter^ for fear the 
fheriffs shoCdd not be provided. 
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IN THB WILL OP TRB RIGHT HONOURABLB HSNRY EARL OF 
STAFFORD. PROVBD^ JULY 1719. 

I give to the worst of women^ (except being a w-o-e)* 
who is guitty of all ills^ the daughter of Mr. Gramont^ a 
Frenchlnai^ who I have unfortnnately married^ five and 
forty brat^ halfpence, which will buy her a pullet for het 
sapper, a greater sum than her fiather can often make her $ 
for I have known when he had neither money or credit for. 
such a purchase, he being the worst of men, and his wife 
the worst of women, in all debaucheries :«— Had I known 
their character, I had never married their daughter, nor 
made myself unhappy. 



IN THB WILL OF WILLIAM BLACKETT, ESQ. LATB GOVDRKOR 

OF PLYMOUTH. FROVSD, 1782. 

I desire that my body may be kept as long as it may not 
be ofienrive, and that one or more of my toes or fingers may 
be cut off, to secure a certainty of my being dead : I also 
make tlus further request to my dear wife, that as she has 
been troubled with-an old fool, she will not think of marr}'* 
ing a second. 



IN THB WILL OF CATHARINE WILLIAMS, LATE OF LAMBETH, 
IN THB COUNTY OF SURRY. PROVED, JULY 1796. 

To Mrs. Elizabeth Paxton, ten pounds, and five pounds 
a-year, to be paid weekly, by my husband, to take care of 
my cats and dogs, as long as any of them shall live ; and 
my desire is, that she will take great care of them, neither 
let them be killed or lost. To my servant boy, George Smith, 
ten pounds, and my Jack ass, to get his living with, ^as 
lie is fond of traflSc. 
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IN VBE WILL OP CHARLES PARKEB^ OF NBW BQl9p"'3TitfiBT^ 
IN THE COUNaPYiOF OtflDDLBaBX^ BOOUELLER. PROVED^ 
MARCH J785. 

J give to £Uz9))e0i Piwker, .(tbp swpi^ fii^y.pQuqda)^ 
H^faom thtough my ifoqlLih ioncUiess^ I mode j^^ wife» 
trithout regatfl to family^ fame^ . or fortune ; {|n(l jif;^o^ .in 
return^ has not spared, most unjastly^.to accuse. ^le of, every 
-erimctf regarding .human nature^ save h^)iway robbeiy. 



THE' WILL OF SAMUEL JSBEBRt^ PURSER OF HIS RfAJESTY's 

SHIP AMPHION, 

Considering welly perils^ and dangers of the eeas^ \\z. that a 

chance shot may kill the devil ; 

To my friends. Jack DalHng^ Joe Cape, and Tom Board- 
man, the sum of 102. between them, to pay for a good dinner, 
which lMfish(tb«mto have, in remembrance of me^ajifl request 
they will driok.a speedy and safe pasisage to, me to:the;Othfr 
world. .'My rings, &c. to my brother William H^n^^J^f- 
fefy^ rtodo^with tb^m^ 9S his own saucy fi^ncy.m9y'llMre.ct : 
I particularly wish him to get a bit of my hair, (from wH^t 
part of me I don*t care), to put into a locket; 4md .n^y 
grand request is, that when it shall please God to call me 
aloft, that some good fellow will stow my piciolo corpo in- 
to my gre^t strong 6hest :— ^If I die strdt, they will, I know, 
have occasion to force me in ; but, never mind, 1 ^1 pro- 
Ibiserftot .to isi^g.out;; . wd thei), *aftfr isf^cyri*?^ it well^ to 
Jcetprme-«sfe/ from. All, Witruder?, launch me overboard, . in 
gMd 4ctP'3MateT, with plenty of ballast. .Aqd.now, as J 
4iMie.«othif»g fROie to.give, bequeath, or, request,. 1 WjH 
iWah,'^.iMltti«^gfmy haftd,jwd;seal to tbi?, myrgy^liWiU, 
^Si^\^ llQtKJiaauary, 1310. 

froved, 2d July, 1812, by the o^th of ,WiW^;E|y 
Cook^ Esq. the uncle of the said deceased. 
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m T8S ur^i coomsB apflxbt, clbiik, ot AAaujer-cooxr, 

My bodjTy after being difewMl in flannel waistcoatg, Instead 
of a shirty an old sortout ooat and breecbtt, withoat lining or 
pockets, an old pair of ■toekingvy^'^hoeg I shall want none^ 
having dene with iprfldking, and a worsted wig, if one can 
be got I desire, may be buried in as plain a manner as 
possible, wherever my widow shall think proper. The in- 
terest of money in the funds, to my dearly beloved wife, for 
ber life, and after diat to my son, John Appleby ; till which 
time, I hope he will wait with patieaee, and be as good to 
her as he c^. Dated SJth July, 1782. 

Proved, 7th Augast, 1788, by the oath of Ann Apple- 
by, widow, the relict of the said deceased. 



OF J08BPB DALHT, 09 THS PARISH OF ST. MARt-LE-BONE, IN 

THB COUNTT OF MIDDLEStX. 

I giveto my daughter Ann lancer, i guinea for a ring, or 
any other bauble she may like better :-^I give to the lout, 
ber husband, one penny, to buy bim a lark^-whUtle ; I also 
l^ve to her ssdd hveband, of ledpubtable metn^ry, my fart- 
lude^ for a covering for hifi lark^whi^le, to prevent tlie abra<> 
son of his lips ; a^d this Ii»gacy I give him N a^inark of 
my q^nrobation of bis prpw^ss and nice faooour, ip drawing 
his sword on me, (at my qwq tablf ), nsd^ed wd unarmed as 
I was^ and he well fcnrtified with custajd. I give to my son, 
Joseph Dalby, of the Islaodo^Jamaiei^; one guioea, and to 
balance accounts with hiu)) Igive him forgiveness, and hope 
die Almighty wiV give bbn a better understanding. 

nfoved» 97th July, 1784, by the oaOi of Anthony Gill, 
Esq. the sol^ executor. 
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T8B FlIliT CODICIL TO THB WIIX Of NATHANIXL tLOYD, Of 
TWICKENHAM, IN THB COUNTY Of MIDDLBllCX^ BSa. 

What I am going to bequeathi 

When this frail part f abmitt to death ', 

But still I hope the spark divine, 

With its congenial stars shall shine $ 

My good Executors fulfil, 

I pray ye, fairly, my last Will, 

With first and second Codicil : 

And first, I give to dear Lord Hinton, 

At Tryford school, notatWinton, 

One hundred guineas for a ring, 

Or some such memorandum thing ; 

And truly, much I should have blundered, 

Had I not given another hundred 

To Vere, Earl Poulett's second son^ 

Who dearly loves a little fun : 

Unto my nephew, Robert Longdcn, 

Of whom none says he ever has wrong done, 

Tho' Civil Law he loves to lash, 

I give two hundred pounds in cash : 

One hundred pounds to my niece Tuder, 

(With loving eyes one Matthew view'd her), 

And \o her children^ just among ^em 

A hundred more, and not to wrong 'cm, 

In equal shares I freely give it, 

Not doubting but they will receive it. 

To Sally Crouch and Mary Lee, 

If they with Lady Poulctt be. 

Because they would the year did dwell. 

In Twickenham House, and served full well, 

When Lord and Lady both did stray 

Over the hills and far away : 
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The firsts ten pounds ; the other^ twenty ; / 
And girls^ I hope^ that will content ye. 
In seventeen hundred sixty-nine^ 
This with my hand I write and sign^ 
^ The sixteenth day of fair Obtober, 
In merry mood, but sound and sober ; 
Past iny three-score and fifteenth year. 
With spirits gay and conscience clear. 
Joyous and frolicsome, tho' old. 
And like this day, serene, but cold ; 
To foes well-wishing, and to friends most kind, 
In perfect charity with all mankind. 
For what remaius, I must desire. 
To use the words of Matthew Prior : 
^ Supreme ! All-wise ! eternal Potentate ! 
Sole Author ! sole Disposer of my fate ! 
Enthroned in light and immortality ! 
Whom no man fully sees, and none can see ! 
Original of Beings ! Power Divine ! 
Since that I think, and that I live, is thine ! 
Benign Creator ! let thy plastic Hand 
Dispose of its own effect ! Let thy command 
Restore, Great Father, thy instructed son. 
And in my act, may thy great will be done !*' 

Proved, with second codicil, 11th April, 1774, by the 
oaths of the Right Honourable Vere, Earl Poulett, 
formerly the Honourable Vere Poulett, and James 
Henckell, Esq. the executors. 



OF . ELIZABBTH ORBV HUKTOR, LATB OF UPPER SSYMOUR- 
STBBBT^ IN THB COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX^ WIDOW^ DECEASED, 

I give and bequeath to my beloved parrot, the faithful 
companion of twenty-five years, an annuity for its life^ of 

s 2 • 
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two hundred guinelui a^year^ to b^ paid half fttolf^ t6 lon^ 
as this beloved parrot liret^ to whoevihr may have the care 
of itj and proves its identity; but the above atiniuty to cease 
on the death of mf parrot ; and if the persoft who shall or 
may have the care of it^ dumld sfubstitute any other- parrot 
in its placcj either during iU life> drafter its deaths it is my 
positive will and desire^ that the person or persons so doing, 
shall refund to my heirs or executors^ the sum or 6ums they 
may have received from the time they did so ; and I em- 
power my heirs and taecut6rs to recover it, from whoever 
cpuld b^ base enough to do so. And I do give and bequeath 
to Mrs. Mary Dyer^ widow, now dwelling in Park* street, 
Westminster, my foresaid pam)t| \vith its atmuity of two 
hundred guineas a>year, to b^ paid her half yearly, a^ long 
as it lives ; ind if Mr&. Mary Dyer should die before my be* 
loved parrot, I will and desire that the aforesaid annuity of 
two hundred guineas a^3rear maybe paid to whoever may have 
the care of my parrot, as long as it lives, to be always th^ 
first paid annuity ; and I give to Mrs. Mary Dyer the pow^ 
er to will and be(|ueath my parrot and its annuity to whom* 
soever she pleases, provided that petson is neither a t^rvant 
or a man-«^it must be bequeathed to some respectable female; 
and I also will apd desire, that no person shall have the care 
of it, that can darite any benefit firom its deaith ; and if 
Mrs. Dyer should neglect to will my parrot and its annuity 
to any one, in that case, whoever proves that they have 
possession of itj shall be entitled to the annuity on its life, 
as long as it lives, and that they have possession of it, pro- 
vided that the person is not a servant, or aman, but a respecir 
table female ; and I hppe my executors will sep it is in pro- 

fier attd respectabte ha^nis j and 1 also giv^ the p^wer to who - 
etisr possesses it, and its ammity to any respeetable fcifiate> ^ 
the same conditions : And I also will and desire^ thattwen^t 
tjf guiiieaa may be paid to Mirs^ Dyer directly on my deathg 
tp b^ expended pn a yery high^ longj an4 l^rgp cage, for th^ 
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parrot | it i* al«o my will and desire^ that my potrot 
•hall not be removed oat of £ngland. I will and desire, 
that whoever attempts to dispute this my last will and tes- 
tament, or by any means neglect, or tries to avoid paying 
jtny parrot's annuity, shall forfeit whatever I may have left 
them, in this my last will and testament ; and if any one 
that I have left legacies to, in this my last will and testa« 
Inent, attempt bringing in any bills or charges against me^ 
|t is my will and desire, that they shall forfeit whatever le- 
gacy I may have left them, for so doing, as I owe nothing 
to any one, — many owe me gratitude and money, but none 
have paid me cither. — ^Dated April 28th, 1813. 

Proved, 15th June, 1813, by the oath of the Reverend 
William Cockbum of LIsson Grove, St. Mary-lc- 
bone, clerk, one of the executors — A power being 
reserved to Alexander Cockbum, Archibald Dyer, 
Robert French, and William Jackson, Esqrs. the 
five executors. 



09 EDWARD WOLWfiUX, LATB OK OtmEK- STREET, MAY-FAltt, 
IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, WAX AND TALT.OW 
CHANDLER. 

I am sometimes accustomed to carry Bank-notes in the 
fob of my breeches-*— Please to search the said breeches, 
to see if there are any. 

Proved, with four* codicils, 14th September, 1807, by 
the oath of James Matthew Molineux, the son, 
and one of the executors, a power being reserved to 
{Elizabeth Molineux, spinster, the daughter, the 
other executor* 



OW PHILIP THICKNSBSS, BJO. VORIfBELY OF LONDON, BUT 

LATE OF BOLOGNE, IN FRANCE. 

I leave my right hand, to be cut off after my death, to my 
iOD, Lord Audley ', and 1 desire it may be sent to bim^ m 
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hopes iliat such a sight may remind Iilm of his duty to God, 
after having so long abandoned tlic duty he owed to a father, 
who once atfcctionately loved him. 

Proved, 24th January, 1793. ' 



OF RICHARD CaAWSHAY, LATE OF CYFARTHFA, IN THE COUNTY 

OV GLAMORGAN, ESQ. 

To my only son, who never would follow my advice, and 
has treated me rudely, in very many instances ; instead of 
making him my executor and residuary legatee, fas till this 
day he was), I give him one hundred thousand pounds. 

Proved, 26th July, 1810, by the oath of Benjamin 
Hall, Esq. the sole executor. 



OF JOHN MOODY, LATE OF CARNABY-STREET, ST. JAMES «, 
WESTMINSTER, COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, BOOT-MAKER. 

To Sir F. Burdett, Bart. I give this piece of friend- 
ly advice, to take a special care of his conduct and person, 
and never more to be the dupe of artful and designing men, 
at a contested election, or even among persons moving in 
a higher sphere of life ; for placemen of all dcscriptiouji 
have conspired against him, and if . prudence does not lead 
Wm into private life, certain destruction will overtake him. 

Proved, 3d October, 1806, by the oaths of John 
Moody, the father, and William Owen Moody, the 
brother, the executors. 



'■f 



FRANCIS TROUILLE, OR TROVILLOU, 

THB HOUNBD MAN. 

« 

Striking as the phenomenon of men with horns may be^ 
there are nevertheless various instances ctf individuals^ who 




VRAW'CIS TMiaiU'lJh'K, 



i'l. ■' . 



♦^H"* < .... 



i 

I 



/ ...I 



,^r,jiX^« 




V •'■.'!•■ i^ 

■ ■ ■. . ,'*' S:^' 

• ■ ■ ■ -'i 






£XFUSK>N At FSJUUNG COLUS&Y, S8 

down cast flhaft^ is called the John Pit, and is situated on 
the north nde of the Snndeiiand road. It is 204 yards 
deep* The up cast^ or air furnace shafts is called the 
Willtam Pit. It is on an eminence 650 yards south-west of 
the John ]Kt. It is 2S3 yards deep.<«- [In all large col- 
lieries the air is accelerated through the workings, by plac^ 
ing a large fire^ sometimes at the bottom and sometimes at 
the top of the tip cast shaft, which in these cases is co- 
vored over and connected with a furnace tube or chimney, 
by an arched gallery of brick from forty to sixty feet in 
length. The air, after descending the John Pit, traverses 
iht whole colliery, through the excavations made longitu- 
dinally by the walls ; the cross ways being closed, to corn- 
plete the partition, by trap-^oors. The air/ then ascends 
ttenzgh the William Pit charged with noxious vi^pours to 
the sur£B»e of the ground* If the air be conducted through 
sdl parts of the mine, as here described, and no falls from 
the roof occur to prevent its visiting every comer, the (dd 
cxcavatimis, which are called wastes, will be constantly 
ventilated by as pure air as the new ones, called boards, 
in which the men are at woric : each part of the mine will 
be uniformly wludesome; but when the fire in the fur- 
nace shaft is neglected, or when care has not been taken to 
place the stoppings and trap doors in proper places, or the 
trap doors are carelessly left open, or stoppings fall down,— *- 
in an these cases, accumulations of fire damp, called stythe 
by the colliers, (carbureted hydrogen gas of chemists), im- 
mediatdy bq;in in places deprived of the atmospheric cur- 
rent, and continue to train their dreadful artillery, and grow 
strong in danger, till the waste men, or ventilators of the 
flsine, dbcover them, and wash them oiT, or they will ig- 
nite at the workmen's candles. Blasts occurring in partial 
stagnations^ as in the face of one or two boards, though they 
generally scordi the persons in their way, seldom kiU them; 
bot when the air has proceeded lazily for 4Bcveral 4afs 
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through a colliery^ and am extensive magazine of fire damp 
is ignited in the wastes^ then the whole mine is instantly 
illuminated with the most brilliant lightning—- the expanded 
fluid drives before it a roaring whirlwind of flaming oir^ 
which tears up every thing in its progress, scorching some 
of the miners to a cinder, burying others under enormous 
heaps of ruins, shaken from the roof, and, thundering to 
the shafts, wastes its volcanic fury in a discharge of tliick 
clouds of coal dust, stones, timber, and not unfrequently 
limbs of men and horses. But this first, though appa- 
rently the most terrible, is not the most destructive eiiect 
of these subterraneous thunderings. All the stoppings 
and trap doors of the inside being blown down by the 
violence of the concussions, and the atmospheric current 
being for a short time entirely excluded from the work- 
ings, those that survive the discharge of the fire damp, 
are instantly suiTocated by the after damp, which fills 
up the vacuum caused by the explosion, 'flie after 
damp is called choak damp and surfeit by the colliers, 
and is the carbonic acid gas of chemists. . While the mim; 
is at work, it lies sluggishly upon its floor, and suflers the 
atmospheric air, as a lighter fluid, to swim upon it^ fire 
then being the highest of the three, floats upon the amos- 
plieric air, and therefore occupies a space, according to it^ 
present quantity, nearest the roof of the mine.} 

lliis mine was considered by the workmen a model of 
perfection in the purity of its air, and orderly arrangements 
•^its inclined plane was saving the daily expence of at least. 
13 horscs-'the concern wore the features of the greatest 
possible prosperity^ and no accident, except a triflihg ex- 
plosion of fire damp, slightly burning two or throe work- 
men, had occurred. Two shifts, or sots of men, were con- 
stantly employed, except on Sundays. Twenty-five ufrros 
of coal had been excavated. The first shift entered the 
nune at four o'clock A. M. and were relieved at their \\<xk^ 
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!ng posts by the next, at 1 1 o'clock in tlie inoming.«-The 
establishment it employed under ground^ as will be seen in 
the succeeding narrative^ consisted of about 128 persons^ 
who^ in the fortnight from the 11th to the 25th of May, 
1812^ wrought 624 scores of coal, equal to 1300 Newcastle 
chaldrons, or 2455 London chaldrons. 

At half past eleven o'clock, on the morning of the 25th 
May, 1812, the neighbouring vilLigcs were alarmed by a 
tremendous explosion in this colliery. The subterraneous 
fire broke forth with two heavy discharges from the John 
Pit, which were, almost instantaneously, followed by ona 
from the William Pit. A slight trembling, as from an 
earthquake, was felt for about half u mile around the work- 
ings I and the noise of the explosion, though dull, was heard 
to three or four miles distance, and much resembled au un- 
steady fire of infantry. Immense quantities of dust and 
small coal accompanied these blasts, and rose high into the 
air, in the form of an inverted cone, "flie heaviest part of 
the ejected matter, such as corves, pieces of wood, and small 
coal, fell near the pits ; but the dust, borne away by a 
strong west wind, fell In a continued shower from the pit 
to the distance of a mile and a half. In the village of He- 
worth, it caused a darkness, like that of early twilight, and 
covered the roads so thickly, that the footsteps of passen- 
gers were strongly imprinted in it. The heads of both the 
shaft frames were blown off, their sides set on fire, and their 
pullies shattered in pieces. 

As soon a« the explosion was heard, the wives and chil^ 
dren of the workmen ran to the working pit. The crowd 
from all sides soon collected to the number of several hun- 
dreds, some crying out for a husband^ others for a parent 
or a son, and all deeply affected with an admixture of hor- 
ror, anxiety, and grief. 

Tlie machine being rendered useless by the eruption, the 
rope of the gin was sent down the pit with all expedition. 

f2 
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In the absence of /horses^ a number of men put thdr sboal* 
ders to the utaris or shafts of the gin^ and wrought it with 
astonishing expedition . By twelve o'clock, thirty-two per- 
sons, all that survived this dreadful calamity,*" were brought 
to day^light. The dead bodies of two boys, who were mi- 
serably scorched and shattered, were also brought up at this 
time 5 three boys, oat of the thirty-two who escaped aKve^ 
died within a few hours after the accident. Only twenty 
nine persons were, therefore, left to relate what they observ- 
ed of the appearances and effects of this subterraneous thun-^ 
dering : 121 were jn the mine when it happened, and eigh-* 
ty-seven remained in the workings^ 

They who had their friends restored, hastened with them 
Irom the dismal scene, and seemed for a while to suffer as 
much from the excess of joy, as they had lately done from 
grief; and they who were yet held in doubt concerning the 
fate of their relations and friends, filled the air with shrieks 
and bowlings ; went about wringing their hands, and threw 
dieir bodies into the most frantic and extravagant gestures. 

The persons who now reujained in the mine, had all been 
employed in the workings, to \^hich the plane-board was the 
general avenue, and as none had escaped by that way, the 
apprehension for their safety began to strengthen every mo- 
ment. Mr. Straker, Mr. Anderson, and some others, there- 
fore descended the John Pit, in expectation of meeting 
with some of them alive. As the ^re damp would have in- 
stantly ignited at candles, they lighted their way by **erf- 
ptillSf small machines which give light, by tupfiing a plain 
thin cylinder of steel against a piece of flint.— Knowing th9t 
a great number of the workmen would be at the crane when 
the explosion happened, they attempted to re^h it by the 
plane-boards, but their progress was intercepted at the se- 
cond pillar, by the prevalence of choak-damp ; the noxious 
fluid filled the b<Mtrd between the roof and the thill ; and the 
sparks fttm the steel fell into it, like dark drops of blood. 
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Beings therefore, deprived of light, and nearly poisoned 
for want of atmospheric air, they retraced their steps to the 
shaft, and with similar 8u(:cess attempted to pass up the 
narrow boards ; in these they were stopped at the sixth pil- 
lar by a thick smoke, which stood like a wall the whole 
height of the board. Here their flint-mills were not only 
rendered useless, and respiration became extremely difBcult, 
but the probability of their ever reaching the places where 
they expected to meet with those they were in search of, or 
of any of them alive, was entirely done away. To the hope- 
lessness of success in their enterprize, should also be added, 
their certainty of the mine being on fire, and the probability 
of a second exploskm at every moment occurring, and burying 
them in its ruins. A second explosion did actually occur, 
before they had all ascended, but it was much less than the 
first, and did no mischief. 

[The narrative here proceeds to relate the manner in 
which two successive attempts were made to explore the 
working on the 27th, but which were equally unsuccessful 
with the former one.] 

The report of the last adventurers .partly succeeded in 
convincing the people that there was no possibility of any 
0f their friends being found alive. Some indeed, went away 
ttlent, but not satisfied; others with pitiable importunity be* 
sooght that measures to recover their friends might even yet ' 
be adopted and persevered In ; and many, as if grief and rage 
liad Bome necessary connection, went about loading the oon« 
dnetors of the mine with execrations^ and threatening revenge* 
In the evening of this day it was resolved, to exclude the 
atnaosphericair from entering the workings, in order to ex^ 
tinguish the fire which the explosion had kindled in the min^ 
pnd of which the smoke ascending the William Pit was a 
^ure indicatum. Both shafts were accordingly made air* 
jb^^ with ehqr^ kmei^ a sufficient depth upon 8caffi>kl8. 
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On the 3d of July, the stoppings in the tube drift of the 
John Pit were taken down, and the William Pit completely 
opened, through which the air passed briskly into the mine> 
and ascended by the John Pit tube. 

The morning of Wednesday the 8th of July, being the day 
appointed for entering the workings, the distress of the 
neighbourhood was again renewed at an early hour. A great 
concolirse of people collected — As the weather was wanxi> 
and it was desirable that as much air might pass down the 
shaft as possible, constables were placed at proper distances 
to keep off the crowd. Two Surgeons were also in atten- 
dance, in case of accidents. 

At six o'clock in the morning, Mr. Straker, Mr. Anderson, 
the overman of the colliery, and six other persons, descended 
tlie William Pit, and began to traverse the north drift, to- 
wards the plane-board. As a current of water had been 
constantly diverted down this shaft for the space of ten 
hours, the air was felt to be perfectly cool and wholesome* 
Light was procured from steel-mills. As the explosion 
had occasioned several falls of large masses of stone from 
the roof, their progress was considerably delayed by remov- 
ing them. 

The first body was found near the John Pit. — It is worthy 
of remark, that this person was found within two or three 
yards of the place where the atmospheric current concen* 
trated, as it passed from the one pit to the other ; but that 
he was lying on his face, with his head downwardis, apparent* 
ly in the position into which he had been thrown by the 
blast. The air visited him in vain. 

When the first shift of men came up, at ten o'clock, a. 
^iessag1e was sent for a number of coffins to be in readiniess 
at the pit. These being at the joiner's shop, pilied up in a 
heap, to the number of 92, (a most gloomy sight), had to 
pass by th^ village of Low Felling. As soon as a cart load^ 
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of them was seen^ the howlings of the women, who had hither- 
to continued in their houses, but now began to assemble 
about their doors, came on the breeze in slow, painful gusts, 
which presaged a scene of much distress and confusion being 
soon exhibited near the pit ; but happily, by representing to 
them the shocking appearance of the body that had been 
found, and the ill effects upon their own bodies and minds, 
likely to ensue from suffering themselves to be hurried away 
by such violent convulsions of grief, they either returned to 
their houses, or continued in silence in the neighbourhood 
of the pit. 

Every femily had made provision for the entertainment of 
their neighbours on the day the bodies of their friends were 
recovcTied; and it had been generally given out that they in- 
tended to take the bodies into their own houses. But Dr. 
Ramsay having given his opinion that such a proceeding, if 
carried into effect, might spread a putrid fever through the 
neighbourhood, and the first body, when exposed to obser- 
vation, having a most horrid and corrupt appearance, they 
readily cmisented to havethem interred immediately after 
4hey were foondr Permission, however, was given to let the 
hearse, in its way to the chapel yard, pass by the house df 
the dttceased. 

From the 8th of July to the 19th o/ September, the heart- 
Tending scene of mothers and widows examining the putrid 
bodies of their sons and husbands, for marks by which to 
identify them, was almost daily renewed; but very few of 
them were known by any personal mark — they were too 
much mangi^ and scorched to retain any of their features. 
Thefar dotbes, tobacco boxes, shoes, and the like, were, 
therefore, the only indexes by which they could be recog- 
nized. 

On the 15th of July the bottom of the plane-board was 
xeacbed^ wbtoe the body of a mangled horse and four wi^- 
gOQS were found. Though these waggons were illad^ of 
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ktrong frames of oak, strengthened with hoops and ban of 
iron, yet the blast had driven both them and the horse with 
such violence down the inclined plane-board^ that it had 
twisted and shattered them as if they had been shot from • 
mcMTtar against a rock. 

The crane was then visited. Here 21 bodies lay in ghast^ 
ly confusion ; some like mummies, scorched as dry as if thejr 
had been baked. One wanted his head, another an ann. 
The scene was truly frightful. The power of the fire was 
visible upon them all ; but its effects were extremely various ; 
while some were almost torn to pieces, there were others wha 
appeared as if they had sunk down overpowered with sleep. 

A horse had been turned round and thrown upon its back 
by the force of the blast ; its skin, when first visited, was as 
hard as leather, and, like the bodies of all the men, covered 
with a white mould ; it was dragged whole to the shaft, and 
sent to the bank in a net. After the atmospheric air aeted 
a short time upon it, its skin and flesh soon lost their solidit/t 
and became putrid . 

The workmen now began to be employed in cairjdng <m • 
Tegular ventilation thrpugh the wastes of the mine, by stop- 
pings of brick. 

On Thursday, the 6lh of August, they foinid thit the 
stable board had been on fire, and that the solid coal was re- 
duced to a cinder two feet in thickness. As £ur as (ke Bit 
had extended the roof was more fiallen than in any other 
part of the mine. At this time it was ascertained that this 
£all occurred on the 14th ctf July. The fire here hmk proba^ 
bly been caused by the hay igniting at the explosioB, and 
communicating to the cQal.— Tlie air, too, while the pits 
were open, would have its strongest current upon this board, 
and consequently kept the fire alive. This was the mdjr 
place in which the solid coal had been on fire.--*-In otfier 
mrts the burrow way dust was burnt to a cioAtar, and under 
tb« fimUko frozen loow. 
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The ventilation concluded on Saturday the I9th of Sep* 
tember^ when the 91st body was found. At six o'clock in 
the morning the pit was visited by candle-light, which had 
not been used in it for the space of 117 days ; and at eleven 
o'clock in the morning the tube-furnace was lighted. From 
this time the colliery has been regularly at work : but the 
body of cme of the sufferers has never yet been found. 



EXTRAORDINARY APPEARANCE OF 

LETTERS IN A BOY'S AND GIRL'S EYES. 

REX.ATBD BY THE REV. MR. CHARLES BLLl^9 IN A LETTER 
DATED BRUSSELS, TO DR. EDWARD TYSON, WHO SENT 
THE REPORT TO THE ROYAL SOCIETY, 1703* 

At Brussels, July 1699, I saw a young Friesland boy, of 
about 5 yean old, round the pupil of whose eye they pretend 
is naturally engraven Deus Mens, and the 3ame in Hebrew. 
This is conndered as a prodigious miracle in those parts : 
but on nicely surveying it, I could perceive it was only the 
iris of the eye, not circularly joined, but lashed out into 
fimbrise, which here and there might be thought to form 
some imaginary letters, as beginning at the lachrymal comef 
of the left eye. There is something like D, and I, and V, 
but not a trace for the strongest fancy to work out any more, 
nor any letter of Hebrew in the right eye, as they pretended. 
I do not doubt, but as the boy grows up, the others may 
conjoin again. 



In the year 1732(, a girl about nine years of age, the 
daughter of a sieve-maker, of Chateford, in France, was ex- 
hibited for a show, having been born with a Latin inscription 
round the sight of her eye, exactly resembling that upon a 
French crown, viz. LUD. XV. D. G. FR. ET NAV. REX. 
The girl was presented to their Majesties at Marly, as a 
peat curiosity, and a wonderful lusus naturs. 

Phil Tram. Vol. 23, p. I4I6. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF MULrtlTUDBft OF 

SABLE MICE, 

WHrCR eABfJB INTO LAPLANB IN TROOPS, ABOUT TRORNK^ 
AND OTHER PLACES, ADJACBNT TO THB MOI^NTAINS* 

BY SIR PAUL RYCAUT, F.R.8. 

In the year 1697, these sable mice were first obserred, 
and are nearly as large as a small squirrel ; their skin streak- 
ed, and spotted black and light brown ] they have two very 
pointed teeth above, and two below : their feet like those of 
squirrels ; they are so fierce and angry, that if a stick be 
held out at them they will bite it, and hold it so fttst, that 
they may be swung about in the air ; they are fat and thick,* 
9nd without any tail. In their march they keep a direct line, 
generally from north-east to south-west, and are innumera- 
ble, thousands in each troop, which ' for the most part is a 
square figure ; they march by night and in the twilight, and 
lie still by day. The distance of the lines they go in is of 
some ells, all parallel to each other, so that the places they 
have gone over look like the furrows in a ploughed field, 
Jf they meet any thing that might stop them, they avoid it 
not, though it were a fire, or a deep well, a torrent, lakes, or 
morass, but without any hesitation venture through, and 
by that means many thousands of them are destroyed, and 
found dead in water and otherwise, If they be met swim- 
Hung over lakes, and attacked with oars or boat-hooks, they 
neither retreat, or offer to run up the oars, &c. but hold on 
their course, and if forced out of it, they presently return to 
it again ; when they are met in woods or fields and stopped, 
they set themselves on their hinder feet like a dog, and make 
a kind of barking or squeaking noise, leaping up as high as 
a man's knee, defending their line as long as they can ; and if 
at last they be forced out of it, they creep into holes, and set 
tip a cry, sounding like biabb, biabb. They never come into 
any house, nor meddle with any thing that is food for man; 
if a house happen to be in their way, there they stop till they 



die ; bot through a stack of hay or corn they will eat their 
way; when they march through a meadow they injure ft 
much by eating the roots of the grass ; but if they encamp 
there by day they will spoil it, and make it look as if it were 
burnt, <fir stre^vted with ashes. The roots of grass, with rot- 
ten wood, and the insects in it, are their chief food. These 
creatures are very fruitful, and bring forth 8 or 9 at a timq 
yet this does not hinder their march, for some of them har^ 
been obsarved to carry one yoimg one in their mouth, sai 
another on their back. 

It is reported that some poor Laplanders, wanting food, 
have killed and eat several of these creatures, and found 
thdir flesh like that of squirrels: dogs and cats, when they 
kOi th^m, eat only the heads, and birds of prey only thi» 
heart ; during the winter they lie under the snow, and have 
their breathing holes upon the top of it, as hares and other 
animals. The common people are very ^lad of these 
guests, as they foretell plenty of game, as fowls, squirrels^ 

lo-cats^ foxes, &c. 

Phil Trans. Vol. 21, p. UO. 



SIKGTTLAR ACCOUNT 0|r 

HENRY WELBY, ESQ. 

AN EXTRAORDINARY CHARACTER, WHO LIVED FORTY-FOUR 
YSARS THE LIFE OF A HERMIT, IN THE CITT OF LONDON. 

i 

The noble and virtuous Henry Welby, Esq. was bom in 
the yestr 1553. He was a native of lincolnshire, and in- 
herited a clear estate of above lOOQJ. a-year. He was re- 
gularly bred at the University, studied for some time at one 
6f the Inns of Court, und in the course of his travels, spent 
several years abrotd. On his return, this very accomplished 
gentleman settled on his paternal estate, married to his lik- 
ings and had a beapotifiil and virtuous daught^^ who^ with 

g2 
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ixi :etitu'e approbation^ bestowed her hand on SirChristd* 
^^pktr Hilliardy a Yorkshire Baronet. : 
' Mr. Welby had attained the age of forty^ respected by 
;tbe rich, venerated by the poor^ honoured and beloved bjr 
* all ; wben^ one day, a younger brother, with whom he had 
'Mne dififarehce of opinion, meeting him in the field, snap-^ 
ped u pistol at him, which, fortunately, flashed in the pan. 
'Thinking this was done only to frighten Mm, he coolly dis- 
armed the ruffian, put the weapon carelessly into his poc- 
ket, and thoughtfully returned home. On examination, he 
.discovered that the pistol was charged with more than one 
.Irallet; and this circumstance had such an effect on bis 
ntind, that he instantly conceived the extraordinary resolur 
tton of retiring entirely from the world, in which he persprt^ 
'ed inflexibly till the end of his life. 

Accordingly^ in the year 1592, he removed to London^ and 
took a neat' house in the lower end of Grub-street, hear 
Cripplegate. This house he prepared for the purpo^, and 
contracting a numerous retinue into a small family, he se* 
lected three chambers for himself; one for eating, the se- 
cond for a bed chamber, and the third for his study. As 
they were one within another, while his repast was set on 
the table, by an old maid, he retired into his bed chamber, 
and when his bed was making, into bis study, till all was 
cleiu*. Out of these chambers he never issued^ from the 
time of his first entering them, till he was carried out, for- 
ty-four years afterwards, to his grave. Nor in all that t&ne 
did his son-in-law, daughter, or grand-child, brother, sis- 
ter, or kinsman, or ^ny other person, young or old, rich or 
poor, ever see his face, excepting the ancient maid, whose 
name was Elizabeth. She only made his fire and his 
bed, provided his diet, and cleaned. bis chambers. She 
saw him but seldom, never but in ^^asesof extraordinary ne- 
cessity, and died only six days before him. . 
; ; Puring the who)(^ ti^i^ pf his retirement^ he never taated 
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&b or flesh ; his chief food was oat-meal gruel ; now and 
then^ in summer^ he had a sallad of some choice cool herbs; 
and for, dainties^ when he would feast himself, on a high 
day, he would eat the yolk of a hen's eggj but no part of 
the white. What bread he ate, he cut out of the middle of 
the loaf, but the crust he. never tasted. His constant drink 
was four shilling beer, and no other, for he never tasted 
wine or spirits. He now and then took some red cow's 
milk, which his maid, Elizabeth, fetched him out of the 
fields, hot from the cow. Nevertheless, he kept a bounti- 
ful table for his servants, had sufficient entertainment for 
any stranger or tenant, who had occasion of business at his 
house. Every book that was printed, was bought for him,' 
and conveyed to him ; but such as related to controversy, 
he always laid aside, and never read. 

In Christmas holidays, at £aster> and other festivals, he 
had great cheer provided, with all the dishes in season, 
served into his own chamber, together with a large quantity 
of wine, which was brought in by his maid. After giving 
thanks to God for his benefits, he used to pin a clean nap- 
kin before him, and putting on a pair of white Holland 
rieeves, which reached to h!s elbows, cutting up dish after 
dish, in order, he would send one to one poor neighbour, 
the next to another, whether it was brawn, beef, capon, 
goose, &c. till he had left the table; quite empty ; when 
giving thanks again, he laid by his linen, and ordered tKe 
cloth to be taken away. This formality, he practised, both 
dinner and suppf^r, on those days, without tasting one mor- 
sel of any thing, whatsoever. 

When any persons clamoured impudently at his gate, they 
were not, on that account, immediately relieved ; but when^ 
from his private chamber, which had a prospect into the 
street, h^ perceived any sick, infirm, or lame, he presently 
sent after them^ to comfort, cherish, and strengthen tbem^ 
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and not a trifle to serve their present necessities^ but suffi- 
cient to afford them relief for several days. 

He would) moreover^ enquire what neighbours were in- 
dustrious in their callings, and which had a great charge of 
children ; and if their labour and industry could not abun- 
dantiy supply their families, he used to send, and liberally 
relieve them, according to their necessities. 

This singular, but benevolent and exemplary character, 
died, at his house in Grub-street, after an anchoretical 
confinement of forty-four years, October the 29th, 1636^ 
aged eighty-four years. At his death, his hair and beard 
were so overgrown, that he appeared rather like a hermit of 
the wilderness, than the inhabitant of one of the first cities 
in the world $ and his body lies buried at St. Giles' Church, 
Cripplegate. 



A LIST OF THE PRINCIPAL 

MOUNTAINS 

IN THK KNOWN WORLD, WITH A TABLE OF HEIGHTS IN 
ENGLISH FEET, FROM THE LEVEL OF THE SEA, ACCORDING 
TO DR. YOUNG, DKLUG, SHUCKBERG, ROY, BOtJRQUER, &C. 



] 



^ Feet. 

TheCaspianSea lower by 306 

The Thames, at 
Hampton, (Roy) 

The Tiber at Rome 

The Seine at Paris^ 
mean height 

The Thames at Buck- 
ingham stairs, fif- 
teen feet and a half 
below the pave- 
ment in tiie left 

« amtde 



144 
83 

36i 



43 



Roy, supposes the low 
water of the spring 
tides at Isleworth, 
to be only one fopt 
above the mean sur- 
face of the ocean. 
He allows seven 
feet for the diflbr- 
ence of the low wa- 
ter at the Nore and 
at Isleworth; taking 
eighteen feet for the 
height of the spring 
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Feet. 
tidi: adds one third 

of this for the meaoi 
height of the sea. 
At Hampton, the 
Thames is 13 feet 
and one third above 
low water mark at 
Isleworth. 
TTie Pagoda in Kew- "^ 
gardens^ from the>ij[g| 
ground j 

The west end of th© ") 
Tarpeian rock 3 
The Palestine hill 
The Claudian aque- 
duct^ bottom of the 
Canal 
The Janiculum 
7%eCr<issatSt.Paurs, 

from the ground 
The old cross of Saint -) 
Paul's, before burnt ) 
St, Peter's, summit of 
the cross, (from the 
ground) 471 
Arthur*s Seat, from| 
Leith pier head 5 
Lake of Geneva 
(Its greatest depth 393) 
Filabres, (Spam) . 2100 
Mount Vesuviqsybase \ 

of the cone }^^* 

l^ephin and Croagh 
• Patrick, (Ireland) 



} 



151 

im 

208 

293 

340 

534 
535 



803 
1230 



}304S 



Feet. 
Saddleback, (Cum- 
berland) 
MoantDonard (Ireland) 3168 
Halvellyn (Wales) 8224 
Ben Lomond (Scotiand) 3262 
Skiddaw (Cumberland) 3270 
Montseratt (Spain) 3300 
Chamouny, ground 

floor of the Inn 
Cross Fell (Cumber- 1^^ 



}3367 






3411 
3464 
3461 

3472 
3568 



} 



2640 



land) 
Pendle (Wales) 
Table Mount Cape 
Schehallion 
Ben Gloe 
Snowden (Wales) 
Ben Muir (Scotland) 3723 
Ben Lawers (Scotland) 3858 
Pennygant (Yorkshu-e) 3980 
Mount Vesuvius, "J 

mouth of the crater > 3938 

(Italy) J 

Ingleborough (S wit- 1 og^- 

zerland) J 

Whemside (Yorkshire) 4050 
Ben Fouaish (Scotland) 4200 
Ben Nevis (Scotland) 4370 
Hog-back mountains 

(S, America) 
Hecia (Iceland) 4887 

Pic Ruivo (Madeira) 5141 
Glacieres of India 5230 

Summit of Moynt ^ 

Jura (Switzerland) 3 



I 
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Feet. 

Joch (Switzerland) mm 
Roetnik (Sweden) 6000 
Oemmi (Switzerland) iiOVJ 
Sommit of the Mole 61 13 
Mont Cenis, & la poste 6261 
Snosfmls (Iceland) 6600 
Titleubcrg (Switzer- 
land) 

White Mountainn ) 
^ (S. America) i ^^^ 

Pic dc loH Reyes (Py- 

rencen) 
Mount Velino TAp-j 

pennies) ) ' 

Cityof Gondar (Abyi- 
iinia) 



Jeooo 



}7620 



} 



84-10 



Canigou (Pyrenees) 8544 
Summit of Mount 7 

Cenii (Alps) i -^^^^ 

Picdu Midi (Pyrenees) 9800 
Qutt^ (8. America) 9877 
(ItcUa, or Piz Stall J 

(Switzerland) > ^"^ 
Monte Vino 9997 



} 



} 



Feet. 

0121 
0!)&4 
1022 



Glacj6re de Buct ) 
(Alps) ) 

Etna (Sicily) 

Pike of Tencriife^ 
(fiorda) 3 

Pike of Tcncriffci 
(old estimate) J 

Pic .D*()s«ano (Py- 
renecK) 

Aiguille d'Argentiere 

Ophir in Sumatra ) 
(Marsden) ) 

Monte Rosa (Alps) 

Summit of Mont ) 
Blanc (Alps) 5 

Pinchincha (South ) 
America) > 

MounaRoa (Owhyhec) 

MounaKaah (Owhy- 
hec) 

Cotopaxi (S. /Vmerica) 

Antisana (S. America) 

Chimbroaf 00 (South ) iqtm 
America) > 



&084 

1700 
3402 

3842 

5064 

)5069 

6070 

t 

6020 
8400 

8766 
9290 



MA'PTHEW DAKING, 

AN XXTRAORDINARY GREAT KATRR, AT BLACK BAANtfLBY^ 

IN YORKHIIIRB, 

COMMUNICATED liY DR. MORTIMBRy SRCRBTARY Of THB 
ROYAL SOCIRTY, Ai'RlL I69 1746. 

Thr boy was about twelve years of age, and was regultr 
M other children^ till about a year before the above datc^ 
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whfntb{aextnordiii8iy«mriiifafippedtefiffit btgaa^ whidi 
ftOietcd him to tttdi a ctef^ioi, that if he was not fed as he 
called out for it, he would gnaw the very fleih off hit booat; 
wo that, when awdce, he wae eooirtantly daroiiring ; it eould 
hardly be called aatiog, because nothing passed his sto- 
mach; all was thrown up again. 

Of the Tarious snbstancet, bread, mcnt, beer, milk, wa- 
ter, butter, cheese, sugar, treacle, pudding, rye, fhdt, bioth, 
potatoes, &c. he swallowed in six succassive days, as foUowi : 



Thunday, 


e9u>. 


9 OK, 


FViday, 


61 


14 


Si«urd*]r» 


58 


8 


Suodajr, 


77 





Monday, 


eo 


13 


TWadajr, 


66 


8 


Sdt 


I 


in the six days 



Total 384 2 



In addition to the above extraordimny Boulimia, or cra- 
ving appetite, we inaert the medieal treatment^ and further 
particulars, 

BY J. COOICSON, M. D. DATED APRIL 24tH, 1745. 

The fidlowmg relation, respeetiog the boy at Bamaky^ 
m miles from WakefieM, contained also an accoiptof Idi 
eatfng and diifddng, for six successive days. 

Mattliew Daidng, a healthy and i^rightly boy, about ten 
fears old, was about fifteen motttha ainoe^ seieed with ale* 
ver, whiok oontimied above a fortflyjght. In the begiiming^ 
he had frequent provocations to vomil^ which indttoedhif 
apothecary to give him a gentle vomit of ipecacuanha. The 
retchings continuing, he <^ve him another : They seemed 
to operate well, but yet did not answer the end^ in settling 

VOL. V. H 
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his stomach ; however, the fever gradually went off, but the 
vomiting rather increased^ notwithstanding some other me- 
thods were used. 

He then began to have a craving appetite ; to satisfy 
which^ he was indulged in eating and drinking more plenti- 
fully, but always vomited most of what he<had taken, almost 
immediately. His appetite kept increasing, so that in a few 
weeks, his eating was come to the pitch before mentioned. 
Thus he has continued above a year. His urine and stoob 
did not exceed those in health ; so that he vomited most 
of what he took in. He had tried crude mercury, and all 
sorts of medicines, and ipineral waters. He looked pretty 
well in the face, and was cheerful 5 but had lost the use of 
his legs and thighs, wliich were much emaciated. He was 
sometimes so hungry, that he said he could cat them all ; 
he often wished he were in the king's kitchen. 

Phil. Tram. Vol. 43, p, 380. 



DREAPFUL SFFBCTS OF 

DRINKING STAGNATED WATERS, 

BY DISCHARGINO VARIOUS AKIMALS. 

• 

M. F. Keienlin, in his miscellaneous works, states, that 
Marianne Fisher, aged 24 years, who was under the care of 
Dr. Heini, in the hospital: at Friburgh, from the month of 
Janqiiry to December, 1811, discharged one frog, three small 
crgf-fishes, fifty-two leeches, and eight worms, from the 
itomach. Dr. Heini attributed the cause to the water of a 
marsh, which this young woman frequently drank, in the 
previous tioonth of August, 
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SOMB ACCOUNT OF 

MR. THOxMAS CLIO RICKMiVN, 

COMMONLY CALLED TUB CITIZBN OF THE WORLD. 

This well known gentleman is a bookseller^ in Upper 
Mary-le-bone-street, where he has lived many years. He 
was bom at Lewes, in Sussex, May 27, 1/61, and received 
his education at the pabUc school of the same place, and al« 
so at Coggeshall, in Essex. He became, at an early period, 
an admirer of poetry, which led him to think of raising him- 
self above the common drudgery of mankind, by his talents. 
He went to Maidenhead, as an apprentice to his brother, a 
surgeon and apothecary ; but that becoming tiresome to 
him, after five years, he left it ; and having found so much 
pleasure in reading the works of Hume, Voltaire, Rousseau, 
and, in general, most of the celebrated French philosophers^ 
moralists, and politicians of that day, he began to feel 
their arguments so strong on his mind, as to attempt sup- 
porting them, in several juvenile productions, both in prose 
and verse, which found ready insertion in several periodi- 
cal publications of the day. Though encouraged in his fa- 
vourite pursuits, he never lost a moment to increase his 
knowledge. On the death of a brother, in 1779^ he re- 
turned to Lewes, and joined his father in a mercantile con- 
cern. Here he did not neglect his favourite study. In 17^9 
he married Maria, the third daughter of Mr. Emlyn, of 
Windsor^ the celebrated architect ; but their happiness was 
but short, as she died eleven months after^ It destroyed 
his peace of mind, blasted his prospects, and threw him on 
the world. He originally was a member of the Society of 
Quakers, but had withdrawn from them some time, with a 
determination of never belonging to any association again^ 
civil or religious, convinced that all parties, under whatever 
same or denominatioD^ would bar his progress to truth. To 
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publications^ at that time deemed seditious, he ecaped in* 
to France, where he remained two years ; when he returned 
he wrote and published several welUwritten productions. 
In August, 18Q2, he agdn went to France, and took leave 
of Thomias' Paine, at Havre de Grace, on his return to 
Amerifi*. In 1804, he published a Letter of Paine's ; air 
thouf^ it was only distributed amongst his iriends, be 
wna arrested, and his books and papers seized ; he how- 
ever, obtained bail. The Attorney General filed a hill 
exH>Ji€iOf but it was not carried on, upon his entering 
iato recognizance. By persevering in his philosophy, he 
injured his circamstances very materially; his wife was 
indefiitigable in her labours to maintain herself and fiimily 
while be was absent at times, and having a fiamily of seven 
ichiidren, she deserves the highest praise. It could not be'Cx- 
pectedfrom % person of Mr. Rickman's mind, but that some 
mark of eccentricity would out^'ardly appear — ever since 
the French Revolution lie has appeared in the exact man- 
ner oiir portrait is drawn, which was well executed by the 
late Mr. Deighton. Even to tliis day he not only bears the 
name of the Citizen of the World, but appears in the same 
dress at all times, and all his sons are dressed after the same 
manner, and they were named after all the great philosophers 
of the day. So determined has he been to watch the progress 
of time, and the expences of bringing up a family, that he 
has preser\'ed for a series of years a number of penny loaves 
poidiased m vegalar progress from plenty to scarcity, and 
sufdy notlung can shew the aharation of time so clearly. 
Iftoweiwr singular Mr. Riekman mdej be, he has at all time^ 
eodetvouiaed to be serviceable to his fellow-citizens : al- 
ihoogh his new ^Sosophy might not be supported, he did not 
stick to that solely, for some years back he obtained a patent 
for % «gBal- tnunpet, for increasing the power of sounds the 
ivppit ^iidiicii was) extended by the firing of a pistol at the 
mMik of *wide*«ioutlied trumpet. 
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A PETRIFIED CHILD, 

tN THB JIOTAL MUSEUM AT COPBNHAGKN. 

Amongst the natural curiosities preserved in these 
chambers, one of the most remarkably is a petrified child, 
the history whereof has been given at large by Bartholin^, 
Licetus, and other authors. This child was found at Sena 
in Champagne, in the year 1582, after having lain there 
between twenty and thirty years ; and th^t it is human, and 
not artificial, is evident beyond all dispute* Its head, shoul- 
ders, and belly, are all of a whitish colour, and very much 
resemble alabaster ; the back and loinsi are somewhat brown 
and harder, and as hard and perfect stone as can be, exactly 
resembling the hard sort of stones generated in the bladder, 
lliis foetus, after it was taken from the mother, was first 
carried to a Jeweller at Paris, where it was sold for about 
twenty pounds sterling ; of whom it was afterwards purchas* 
cd by Frederick III. King of Denmark, for sixty pounds, 
md added to this collection. 

Phil. Trans. Vol. 23, Smith, ifc. 



THE SAMPFORD GHOST. 

The following is an authentic narrative of those extraor- 
dinary occurrences, and their exposure, which took place at 
the house of Mr. John Chave, in the village of Sampfbrd ^ 
Peverell^ in the county of Devon, about five miles from Ti- 
verton, in the year 1810, being little inferior to the Coclc- 
Lane Ghost. 

The Rev. Mr. Colton, in his history of this transaction, . 
s^ya the house became extremely troublesome, speaking-in 
September, although long before that time, aome very un- 
accountable things had occasion^ly taken place in it. An 
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apprentice boy had expressed himself often dreadfully alarm* 
tsd by the apparition of a woman^ and had heard some ex- 
traordinary sound^ in the nighty but little or no attention 
was paid to it. But about April the inhabitants of the 
house were alarmed in the following manner; noises and 
blows by day were heard, extremely loud, in every apartment 
of the house. On going up stairs and stamping on aiiy of 
the boards of the floor in any room, say five or six times, or 

.more, corresponding blows, but generally louder, and more 
in number, would be instantly returned; the vibration of 
these boards caused by the violence of the blows, would be 
tensibly felt through a shoe or boot, on the sole of the foot, 
and tlic dust wfts thrown up from the boards that were beaten, 
with such velocity^ as to affect the eyes of the spectators. 

At mid«day the cause of these efiects would announce its 
approach, by amazingly loud knocking in some apartment 
or other of the house, above stairs or below, as might hap- 
pen, for at times more than a dozen witnesses have been 
present at once. 

These noises would very often, and in repeated instances, 
absolutely follow the persons through any of the upper 
apartments, and faithfully answer .the stamping of their feet, 
wherever they went. And if persons were in different 
rooms, and one stamped with his foot in one room, the sound 
was repeated, and in an instant ^p repeated on a stamp in 
another room, and these phenofj^ by day continued al- 
most incessantly for about five ^^B|L when they gradually 
gave place to others still more curtoi^ and alarming, viz. 

> There are two apartments in this house; whatever females 
sleep in cither of these apartments, (with the exception of 

' one single instance,) experienced some of them all| and all 
of them some of the following sensations. They are most 
dreadfully beaten, as bye-standers may hear and witness., I 
am quite certain I have heard myself more than two hun» 
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dred blows given in the course of a night. The lalaWB given 
can be compared to nothing but a very strong man striking 
with the greatest force he is master of, with a closed fist on 
the bed ; which leave great soreness, and visible marks ; I 
saw a swelling at least as big as a turkey's egg on the cheek 
of Ann Mills ; she voluntarily made oath that she was aloiie 
in the bed when she received the blows from some invisible 
band. ^rs. Dennis, and Mary Woodbury, have both sworn 
voluntarily before me, and Mr. Sully the exciseman, and 
Mr. Gk)vett, that they were so much beaten, as to experienoe 
a peculiar kind of numbness, and were sore many days aftet } 
and that the shneks he heard himself, and Mr. Govett, sur- 
geon, were so terrible that they could not ht counterfeiled. 
Mr. Chave, the occupier of the house, deposed, that one 
night the two servants were so much agitated that they re- 
fused to sleep any longer in their iipextment ; Mr. Chave 
permitted them in the dead of the night to bring their bed 
and bed-clothes into the room where he and Mrs. Chave 
slept ; after they had been quiet about half an hour, and the 
light put out, a large iron candlestick began to move most 
rapidly over the whole room. He could hear no footstqps, 
but in the act of ringing the bell, the candlestidc was vio- 
lently thrown at his head, which it narrowly missed. Mr. 
Searle, late keeper of the county gaol, and afnend, watched 
one night ; they saw a sword placed by them on the foot of 
abed, with a large folio Testament placed on it, thrown vio- 
lently against the wall, seven fset off. Mr. Taylor depoeed 
that in going into the room in consequence of the shrieks of 
the women, the sword that before was lying on the floor, he 
saw clearly suspended in the centre of the room, viith ita 
point towards him : in about a minute it fell to the ^undF 
with a loud noise. 

On September 14th, Ann Mills deposed on oath before 
Mr. Sully and myself, that jhe was beaten so violent^ on thai 



nigbi, md whils strUdag a ligiiC fharectiv4d «]tnpy it^^eft 
blow oa ^badi^ and thet]ad«r*iioK wm foroilily wvcndidd 
out of her hands adid thuown iMto the centre of the rooRit 

Mr. fiuUy the wriitinm), and hk wifa, were readf to swear 

Co the ttnth of what thejr have heard of these noises and 

thunpiags^ &o. Jam^Dddds, cooper^ Tolaotarily made oaHi, 

September Idth, that m his wofkndiop adjoining Chave's 

honse^ he had constant opportanities of hearing dieae noises. 

The Rev. Gentleman sud the names of all the females that 

have mflkred are a« fbUowe, Mary Dennis^ sen. Mary Dennie^ 

jixu Martha Woodbory^ Anne MiUa^ Mrs. Pltts^ and Sally 

Case. I hana seen a svrovd when placed in the hands of some 

4>f these women^ repeatedly and vicdently wrested out of 

them, after a space of a few minntes, and th/own with a very 

load noise eomctiinea into the middle of the room ; somedmes 

atOl move violently agunst the wall. Hiis swoid I have heard 

tidKn up, and with it beat the bed, by its shaking the 

Itfaidie in a particolar manner; I have plaoed a large folio 

OredL Testaaoent, weighing 8 or ponnds, on the bed ; it 

has been ivpeatediy thrown into the centre of the room. 

S|r. Pollen, Mr. Betty, and himself have }daced the Testa- 

onent on Ae tmi of Ae bedhrtead, in such a manner that 

«o pait toadied the foedUclothea, bat it was thrown with a 

kssd noise ham €k0 Caotof t^bed to tht head : all this time 

Alt watecn were in bed, and be is sure they never moved, 

WfA he alsniiiislered an oatii to them lite next morning in 

4ie pvesenea of the same gentiemen. I have often hear^i 

tine cwtams ^f the bed most violently agitated, aooompanied 

witkalevd and almost indeacribafole motion of the rings. 

Vn^em cartafaM, topreraent tbeir motion, were dten tied up, 

SMS of them in one laige knot, (being four) . Every cua- 

in that bed nt^waf^toted, and the knots thrown and whkL- 

«i aboat with inieh raf^ly, Ibait it woidd have been unplea- 

aasittoliatfa btenfaitMr vortex, or within the sphere of dieir 

adKm. Mr. Taylor, and Mr. Chave, of Mere, <n<» idation 

VOL. Vt I 
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to the occupier), was witness to all thb, tliat took up about 
two minutes, and conducted with a noise resembling the tear* 
ing of a person's shirt from top to bottom, but on examina* 
tion, a rent was found across the grain of a strong new cot* 
ton curtain. I have heikrd in thepresenceof other witnesses 
footsteps walking by me, and round me, and one or two can* 
dies bunung, yet could see nothing. Mr, Quick and himsdf 
heard it come down stairs like a man's foot in a slipper, and 
passed through the wall. I have been in the act of open* 
kig a door, which was already half open, a violent rapping 
was produced on the opposite of the same door } I paused a 
moment, and the rapping continued } I suddenly opened 
the door, yet I can swear I could see nothmg, with 
a candle in my hand. I have been in one of the 
rooms that has a large modem window, when from the 
noises, knockings, blows on the bed^ and rattling of the 
curtains, I did really begin to think the whole chamber was 
falling in. Mr. Taylor was sitting in the choir the whole 
time 3 the females were so terrified that large drops stood on 
their foreheads. When in the act of beating the females in 
one bed most violently, and from the sound of the blows,. ap- 
parently near the foot of the bed, I hove rushed to the spot, 
but it has instantly been heard at the same moment near 
the head of the other bed. Numberless extraordinary things 
have been seen and heard by individuals, in thia house, bujt 
the Rev. Gentleman, objected to well told tales, unless sup- 
ported by witnesses : how in the name of wonder he could 
listen, and support such a scene as he. related, is most extra- 
ordinary; he had I however, made himself the laughing stook 
of all the old women in that part of the country for the 
part lie took, and was very angry in being called a '^ blind! a^ 
superstitious bigot," by the newspapers, &c. Th^'Rev. 
Gentleman found it convenient to. leave that part of th^ 
country for a while, and reside in the metropolis, to let the 
matter die away. 
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liir. TiXlejy the landlord of the house^ told a tale very dif • 
ferent to the Rev., Gentleman^ and most of his friends^ be« 
ginning with the history of the house^ and exposing the 
whole artifice, as follows. 

The premises occupied by Chave, the huckster^ of Samp* 
ford Beverell^ near Hverton, formerly belonged to a Mrs. 
Bellamy, a snceessftil dealer in almost every article of 
ibod and raiment, ftx)m a penny-worth of cheese to a rich 
Inocade. 

. On the death of Mrs Bellamy, her property devolved to 
her daog^ter, who died, leaving two female children *, one 
of whom married a Mr. Jennings, now resident in London, 
and the other, died a short time ago, having previously mar- 
lied a Mr. TaUey^ a fiarmer, who resided half a mile from the 
tovnofUverton. 

Upon the death of their mother, the respective husbands 
ef Mrs. Talley, and Mrs. Jennings beeame each of them en- 
tided to a moiety, id right of their wives, of the premises 
noctmrnally molested. ^> 

• The premises renudned unoccupied some time, until Mr. 
Chave agreed to take them at a rent of 202. per annum, 
on condition of their being put into repair. Those repairs 
were ordeied by Mr. Talley, and consisted of a variety of 
carpenters' and masons' work ; the expence of which, on 
behalf of himself and Mr. Jennings, he engaged to pay. 

When the workmen's bills were sent into Mr. Tatley, he 
foond one for painters' work amounting to 91. and upwards, 
ivfaich not being comprised within his instructions for re* 
IMdrmg the premises, he expressed his disinclination to pay. 
Without Mr. Jennings's consent to subscribe his moiety 
.thereto. Mr. Jennings was accordingly applied to, and at 
.once refused his subscription to the discharge of the bill, on 
.dbe ground of the expence having been unnecessarily incur- 
ned^ It was during the delay occasioned by thb conespon- 
jknocy and not before, that the strange visitations at Samp- 
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tmi, which hst€ racked the hnim tl tfie ocnnittjr#p«A|9e9 
flir»t trtosj^ired. 

Findioc (hi^t Ch*v», 4)7 WhoM Oid^r tile faiattr wit 
employed^ persisted in contending that the owtttti gf tht 
pfq>eny ouf ht to diachaiige it, Mx. TftUcy, t^ avoid litSga* 
tion on 66 ^vial nA accotint, tignifad to Chave that hi 
Ivould p^ the bill, obfeervihg at the tat&e tiae^ tba* Ihi^ 
(kneaoing himself and Mr. Jenmiigs) ^ oliiat iighl thkOH 
selves another way.'' Chave replied, <' I suppose yoii«iaa4 
I must turb out/' ^' That/' sAid thedther, ^ dqitlidl^im 
Mr. JeQoiii0^ t6 whom I shall writ^^ ac^iiaantiiig: Urn witfl 
whkt his taken place/' 

Aftef thiS) the vicdeAce and fitoqneacy of the IjbtmAY^i^ 
siting bteattie cdtasidarliMx aggravated. The aarvaMa vtaaa 
night after night slapped, pinched, and buffeted ; the bad 
wt9B riiora than once stuck fall of pifia} load and lupailad 
kaockings were heard ih dl tha uffir »aoma$ tha faaufea 
ahook $ the windows rattled ia their cascBienti^ and all Ihahttr^ 
rors of the bloodiest romance were accumulated in this de vt i ia d 
hibitation. The vassals ofwitohcraft awoke from tiieifBluni^ 
bars; the prince t>{ darkness held hia court at Sampfcid ; iboii^ 
aahda assembled to pay him homage, and the tail of hia s»* 
tani6 majesty became dignified with a tassel of varf anpoi* 
lag ciftct, in the affidavit of the Rev. O. Cblton, wMrii ap^ 
peaced in print as follows. 

'^ (I Mw plotted to a short dettil of dreumilaaoes^ to 
tha tnMh of yAikh, I have voluotatily awera, with eaafb 
and dear ctasdeace $ I am well awpia that all lAohMar 
tm^ v^ooU not reqairs the sancticA of an oath, taUtt I 
am now addnasing the public, I nmat eonsider iftyirif Va*> 
Ibm a tribunal, of whkh my aeqaaintanoe natostititlia t 
vary saiall pert. And firsts I dcpoia aalamniy, Ihiit aftat an 
atttndatotofaiK nights, (not suoscm^), at Mr^OhaaiPh 
hausai in tha vyiaga «Kf SampfbNl, ted aMi a mittd paN 
fcctly Mpnqudfoad, lAer iha teoit inhmte fnt«icigatii% 
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and doseit iospedion of lU the prenuees, I fun utteriy iin«* 
able to account for jttiy of the phenoinenalhavetherescenand 
heard, atid labour at iUs moment under no small perplesdty, 
amkig from a detennination not lightly to admit of super-' 
natoral inlierfrreiief^ aad an impossibility of hitherto tracing 
these effects to Bay human cause. I fiearther depose^ that in 
way visits to Mn Chave's house^ at Sampfbrd^ [ never had 
any cither motive^ direct or indirect^ avowed or concealed^ 
but an earnest^ and I presume^ not a culpable wish, to traoa 
tfacK phenomena to their true and legitimate cause* Also^ 
fiiatl have in every instance, found the people of the house 
most witting and ready to contribute every thing m duv 
]»owfr, and to oo-opemte with me in the detection of thecaose 
<if those onaecomitable sights, and violent blows and sounds* 
Alsb^ that I aili «> deeply convinced of the diflBculty of 
pnwing thetc effeete to be hmnan, that I stand engaged to 
fetfeit i very toneiderable sum to the poor of my parish^ 
wheaever this business, now go&g on at Sampfcxd, shall be 
made appear to have been produced by any human art or 
Ingemiitjr, eollectively, or individually exerted. Abo, that 
I ha«^, in the presence of many gentlemen, repeatedly 
iwom the domestics to this effiwt, namely,*^that they were 
not only utterly ignonnt of the coose of tfiose circumstances^ 
which then ai^nished us, but ako of the causes of many 
other things, equally nbaaeoimlable, which y^e oorsdves did 
net bear, nor see, but to fte truth of wydi they also swor^ 
tto less than to thelt perfect %noranoe of the means by 
wUsh Ihey wws prodoced. Also, that I han^ affixed a 
seal with n i»eit) toeverydoor, eiivity, Ac. hi the hous^ 
tfatoagh whkh luiy eommfunieatkm could be carried on ;*-^ 
dmk this seal wto applied to each end of sundry pieces 
of paper, in siidi»mamier, that the ^ghtest attempt to 
«pM Mtb dsM, orio pass mich ea«Me#, must have bniken 
t^ese papers, inwhiclie^leaqr'cnst mrust have ptevcttted 
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their being replaced without discovery ;— that non^of thecif 
papers were deranged or broken ; and alio, that the pheno- 
mena that night were as unaccountable as ever* Also, that 
I have examined several women, quite unconnected with the 
fiimily of Mr. Chave ; but who, some Arom cariosity, and 
some from oompastion, hate slept in this house«^tfaat ma*> 
ny of them related the facts on oath>^that all of them wish^ 
ed to be so examined, if required, and lastly, that they all 
agreed, without one exception, in this particular,-**that 
their night's rest was invariably destroyed by violent blon^ 
from some invisible hand^—by an unaccountable and rapid 
drawing and with-drawing of the curtains*^by a siifibcating 
and almost inexpressible weight, and by a repetition of 
sounds, so loud, as at times to shake the whole room* Al* 
so, that there are more than twenty people of credibility, 
quite unconnected with the owner, or the present tenaiila 
of this house in question, who have related to me the most 
ast<mishing circumstances they have seen and heard on these 
premises ; all of which they are ready to substantiate, if call* 
ed upon, on oath* Also, that it appears that this plot, if it 
be a plot, hath been carried on for many months ; that it 
must be in the hands of more ihati fifty people, all of whom 
are ready to perjure themselves, though not one of them 
could possibly gain any thing by it ;r-that the present own-' 
er is losing the value of his house, the tenant, the custom- 
ers of his shop, wbdtti fear now prevents from visiting it after 
sun-*set, and that the domestics are losing their rest ; ^ and 
all these evils are with most exemplary patience submitted 
to, without any object,, but the keeping of a ridiculous se- 
cret, which, although so many are privy to it, and many 
more interested in discovering, hath not yet been divulged, 
although such a disclosure would be attended with dream* 
stances highly advantageous and gratiQfing to any person 
!who cQ^ld be induced to discover it].'' 
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^^ To the truth of the above cited particulars^ encZo^ed &e- 
tween the two crotchets, I voluntarily make oath, in the pre- 
sence of B. Wood/ Master in Chancery, Tiverton. 

"B.Wood, M. C* 

With respect to the facts that have led me to the above 
conclusions, to detail them would be wholly unnecessary ; 
but here I must once for all observe, that I by no means 
with it to be conceived, that these mysterious circum- 
stances never can, or will be discovered, because I have not 
been able to effect it ; it is true, I have given the sub-^ 
ject all the attention I thought it deserved, but others 
may be more fortunate in their methods of investigation 
But that I may not appear singular m such conclwdoni^ as 
the experience of my senses has forced upon me, I shall 
here subscribe the names of a few, selected from a doud of 
witnesses, on whose minds a sensible experience of similar 
facts hath produced similar convictions ; facts, which they 
are willing to substantiate on oath, they are utterly unable 
to trace to any human agency. The names are as follows : 

Mr. John Govbtt, Surgeon, Tiverton, 

Mr. Betty, Surgeon, Tiverton. 

Mr. PuLUN, Merchant, Tiverton. 

Mr. Quick, Landlord of the White Horse, Tiverton. 

Mr. Mbrson, Surgeon, Sampford. 

John Cowling, Esq. Sampford. 

Mr. Chavb, Mere, near Huntsham. 

All these gentlemen ate ready, if called on, to depone to 
their having mthessed circumstances in this house at Samp- 
ford, to them perfectly inexplicable, and for which thej 
^are utteriy incapable to account. 

Attgtut I8th, IBIO.^ C. CoLTON." 

While this melo-drama was. in Ml representation, \t so 
happened that Mr. Talley, havmg some dwelling-hottsct 
and a piece of land to aell at Samj^ord^ wrat thidier^ acs 
companied by hts solicitor, a gciatksiu.oC cqjud 
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worth and professional eminence, residing at Ufibulm^ v/l\o 
after the business of the sale was eoncluded, advised his 
client to disdpate tiie idle rumours in agitation^ respecting 
Chave's house, by remaining in the premises one night. 
This was willini^y consented to^ and intimation of such in* 
tention was i^ven to Chare accordingly. 

No pmon could be better qualified for appcasiBg the 
Iroabled i^irit than Mr, Taliey. It u true, he was not pro* 
vided with a Greek Testament, like Mr. Coltoo. Perhaps 
ht never saw a word of Greek in his life, and heard much 
kttof Theocritttt than of Arthur Young. But he pos* 
tami that whidi, in the present instance, proved more 
wefol than all the Greek that the late Professor Porson 
himself could have devoted to the subject. He took with 
him a reasonable degree of scepticism, and aconsideraUe 
share of common sense, and we shall presently tee how 
tiiese vulgar spells were found to operate. 

Mr. Talley himself lived in the premises, occupied by Mr. 
Chave, more than two years, and eonsequently knew eiery 
concealed passage and secret recess in the dwelling* 

The sale of the premises belonging to Mr Tallcy took 
place on the 11th of June last } and after it was over, which 
wai not until the evening, he proceeded to Cbavc's, and sig-i 
ntfied his wish to sleep in any room of the house that might 
be assigned hitti. A good deal of opposition was made to 
this, under the pretence that he would he sufe to pass a 
troublesome night, but Mr. Talley persistii\g in his object, 
and observing that he had never expciienced the least incon- 
vteienee during the two years in which heoccupied the housc^ 
tft last obtafaied Chave's consent to sleep in the xoom, in 
whksh of all others the knockings were most frequent. Mr. 
Talley however stipulated^ that none of the servants slhould 
temain IntheprenAsea, amd this was also, wtth mudh rehic- 
lin^, iiequiesced In. 

AjMtten o'cfloek Mr. Tsdley went to the house ; and, on 
itUillii^lli ABff4iM, Im Observed a man leanlD^ o« tht 
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Toonter^ ted Mrs. Chave^ on the opposite side, in apparent 
•earnest oonversatioa with him. Mn Talley halted a few kt^ 
eonds on his entrance, «m1 distinctly heard Mrs. Chave'sajr 
-lotiie man with whom she was conversing — '* Now be sure 
«jon come when we tend for you/' The man promised obe*^ 
dience, and retired by the door at which Mr. Talley was then 
entering. This man's name was Dodge, (a most alarming 
•penooage for the ghoet !) a cooper, who lives at Sampford, 
:aiid whose habits and diaracter rendered him a worthy asso- 
ciale tat Chave, and his hopeful brother-^in-law, young 
'Taylor. 

- Mr. TUley, odvancmg to Mr^. Ghave, toM her he came 
to take possessioi^ of his room) and she assured him, that 
in compliance with her engagement, all the. servants were 
sent away, and that no one would remain in the house ex* 
cept herself, her husband, and an apprentice lad, about 
fourteen years of age. Mr. Talley then said^ as be knew 
his way, he would go up stairs at once. He accordingly 
proceeded to the anti-chamber which Taylor usually occu- 
pied, and which communicated, by a door in a Uiin deal 
partiti(m, to the adjoining room wher^ Sally slept. It was 
this room that the ghost selected for the principal scene 
of hu vagaries. • . 

On Mx. TsUe/s arriving at the aforesaid lo^ti-chamber, 
he was mueh imiprised to observe a man sitting on the bed- 
jidr, lialf concealed by the curtain. Advancing towards 
UflBi and drawing back the curtain, he found him to be the 
identical Dodge the cooper, who had appeared to leaye the 
premiibs when Mr. TaHey entered. This fellow contrived 
to gel up staha by one of the three entrances which led 
from other parts of the premises to the room in which he 
then was. The fiict of there being these several entrances, 
had ahvaya been studiously concealed by Chave from the 
numberless visitoiSy who had been drawn by curiosity from 
all parts of the coootry, to attend the ghostly lectures. 

VOL. Y. JC 
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Oft |iO0gDizingDodgfSf (for Mr, Talby 0(MU.M( li^ 
liktn in Ushi .having kAOwn.liim forywrft)^ he wriMaMut 
^ Why^ cooper 1 hoW came yoa Imtc )'.{ He (cpUailt ^* Ihit 
he camt to sleep wUh the apporenUfie befr^ .wbo^ havkig aaei 
an old woman deicend through the enttng a lev nii^ta ig^ 
nvas afraid to sleep alone/' Mr« Tallef i^^n Wfgei. Ms 
to undreM humelf^ and get into bed I'/wUidi the ether de? 
clinedy saying, he would rather lie dowilr witt> hit elMhei Ottt 
Mf. Tallty then took the preeautio* tiitloek all thedoMii 
i^dy taking the keys with hi^ wimtiato Ahe hed fMepued 
for him in Sally's room. Having kept awake some. blairiU 
and finding the ghost not so compkiiMHiiil 4o hbn; aa itiwra^ 
riahly was to his charge d'affaireif 4he JBev* Mr. Celto^t be 
went to deepi pecfe«rtly unmolested eilhev Vy skqjiSf oeasimdt 
of any description. 

When Mr* Talley.drew haek the euetaiathe pselfdim 
night, on discovering Dodge, he obseniied agaittst ftbe vntt 
emepstiek, which he immediately suspected una to hftt 
come the instrument ef the sounds to be produced under 
neath Sally's room. 

On quitting his apartuMnt in the niomiag, Mr« TbUej 
went intg the chanibet \lihefe Dodge was, (who could net 
quit his room until Mr. Talley arose to let him out of it^ he 
bamig taken the key), and on looking tpr the mop-etick, 
found it had been renuived into anothei nacl oC the loom; 
Our readers must pay .aMention to thk^ nnd to the ensuitoji 
points of this narratier, as: the knarery now rapidly unCaWi 
itaelK .. I 

Taking up the mop-sturk, MriTaM^r.said to Qodgei 
<< How came this stick here V The other «tewei;sdi that 
he supposed it was always there^ apd ktew notkii^t about 
it. ^ That (vepliod Mr, Talley) in impamibk), for this ii 
the third situation in which I ha»e seta this stick ainee I 
came to these premises last cft^enipg* .1 saw il^standiaf by 
the pump tpough in tha oouct,^ when I fast entered. I faw 
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urcrt Bittltig I and now^ £oiir the third time, I find it re mdrM 
W ertother pett of this chtnibcrA You ihUst certainly fa»fe 
used it, o^ iht^dett te hAVe Utedit, had! netprerentcd 
you, by locking the doors last night/' The fellow ttwde He 
i^y ; aiid Mr j TaUeyi m ftemining the end of the stick, 
fbixid it battered into iimfll splinters, and eoveifed with while 
wiih. <* Now/' satd Mt. Talley, <' I think I can play thi 
Ihost with any ptffson in thd house.'' Then haTing left the 
ftmaiui, h6 returned some time after^ and beggmg Mrs; 
Cha»e to go into the iptaktfj with him, said, if sbd was ig^ 
nontnt how the roguery was hianaged, he would eapUdd it 
They accordingly went into the pttnli^> where Mr. TaUey 
tend the ciiUng in a etite of ctoiiderable lAutitetion ftom 
the ghostly thumps it had received. Mr. Talley thenihewed^ 
hf striking oh the) battered widls, and 6n the joists of the 
floor, hew the souttds' were produced, which hiA So puceled 
the Ordek scbebuTi Mr. CdkdHw 

At the Very time that Mi* TaDey was underneath, ex* 
plaining the roguery, as we have just mentioned, Chave 
Idmielf wai in Sally's fdom> exhibiting to a man who re« 
aided al Sampford, named Karslake, (formerly a seijeant in 
the South Deton militia), the place where the knockings 
weta cUelBy beard. At this place, two planks of the floor 
had been removed j and when Mr. Talley, who was under* 
JMalk, was bestowing his explanatory thomps cm the ceiling, 
Chate^ who did not know that any one was below, Icdd the 
seijMit that the ghost was come again, and that that was 
th« enist spot when it was chiefly heard. Seijeant Kan* 
Mm Instantly seiied the enchanted sword (which once with 
lyg«Kllte feroeitf, flew at Mr. Colton's head, and which| 
tar eoe reason, it is snrprisi^ it made no impression on), 
tmt eaniabNlng, << By O-d, I'll find thee out now," plunged 
the swoid thffOQgh the eeilmg. Mt. Talley vociferated bis 
miti^ mA west lustastiy np stairs to give the iieeessary 
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^bcidadon of the myster3r. The seijeant then went betow 
with Mr. Telley, who exphuned how and where the blowe 
were given s and shewed him how exactly the end el tbt 
roop'Stick corresponded with the marks it had made ,ia 
the ceiling. ' 

On examining a narrow chimney^ a stout willow bind- 
gieon waJB fonnd^ forked at one end> ftnr flie convenienee of 
holding perpendicularly^ which, like the mop«>stick tdie* 
man, was likewise jagged and beaten at the epitremity^ aii4 
was also covered with plabter and white- wash. The aerw 
jeant placed the stick under his feet^ and, by a ¥k>lefit eC> 
ibrt, broke it, si^mgi he was determined that no morekna* 
very should be practised with that instrument* 

So much for the knocking. Now for Sally and the 
monster. 

Taylor, we have before said, slept in the adjoining room 
to Sally. This young man was a wag of the first ovijler | and 
that he might carry his talent to the utmost pitch of itt ori^ 
ginal direction, he placed^mself, while at Hgniton, (where 
he lived with Mr. Sellon, the grocer,) under the tuttion of 
the celebrated Moon, who, by the bye, conjured himself 
like Mr^ Ingleby, into the possession of a very snug little 
estate, not far from Honiton. Having become a satel* 
lite to this Moon, Taylor was entrusted with the conduct of 
all the secrets of confederacy, and became versed in die va- 
rious arts of necromancy, from the occult exercise of teffing 
the thoughts of people, to the simple contrivance of shaking 
bed-curtabs. Thus qualified he came to Sampford, where 
his fether resided, who being peremptory in dispensing with 
the filial attentions 6f his son, his brother-in-law, Chavi^ 
r<$ceived him into his premises. Here he displayed his eaba^ 
listlc attainments ; and having asc^ained Sally's thoughtSj 
he found them so congenial with.his own, that he admittod 
her to participate in alt the secrets of confederacy. 

(Mr. Taylor solemnly and vduntarily swore to the Ma 
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lowini^ eflbct >-^ That he ne? or saw Mn Mo<m exhibit but 
three timea in his life ; that he never was in his company 
but twice in his life ; that he nerer was under Mn Moon's 
tuition one hofoat" Sworn befoie me, 27th of September, 
1810. J. 60VSTT, Mayor of Tiverton.] 

CSiavie'a sqpprehension of beipg obliged to turn out of hia 
house, we have already noticed ; and the hope of deterring 
Mr. Tallqr from such a determination, by raising a formi* 
daUe objeetioa to his finding % future tenant, together with 
the ezpectatioii of so effectually depreciating the value of 
the psemises^ in case they were sold, as to be enabled to 
purchase them at a very small sum, constituted the obvious 
inotives for the organization of this infamous plot; which, 
00 doubt, was suggested by Tayknr, and rendered irresistible 
by tl^ assured confederacy of Sally. 
. The sbps which Mr. Colton heard in the dark, had 
been inflicte4 by the girl herself. Several gentlemen who 
sat up wigpe perfectly satisfied of this; and, if the fact 
wanted confirmation, her continuing to sleep in a situation 
where she was nightly attacked by a powerful and invisible 
hand, is alone conclusive on that point. We doubt whe- 
ther Mr. Colton himself, though provided with his Greek 
Testament, on which he made the family swear (sapient 
man, to make them swear in Greek !) would have been 
content to sleep in the same room for months together un* 
4cr soch ciroifnatances. Two intelligent ladies from Tivcr« 
toOf abp dept a( the house a few nights before; but as they 
would neither be kq>t in the dark, nor put their heads under 
the bed^dothes, which they were advised to do, they were 
entirely undisturbed. 

The itory of the bear without claws, the inexpressible 
we%ht ai the monster, and all the rest of the childish trum* 
pery, by which Mr. Colton rendered himself the bug« 
^ar of our nurseries, were all the offspring of the original 



76 KIRBV'ft WONOBtrtTL MVSSUM. 

iplot^ andth^ IMP which Chave informed Mr. R. (ivfiy 
worthy gentleman of Titvrton)^ he had twice caught in his^ 
arms, bat which was too strong for him to hold^ was* of tb# 
same base origin. ' ' i - 

It will be recollected that Mr. Colton promised to glv^ H 
considerable sum to the poor of his parish whenever the 
dreumstances he stated, should be pro^red to have beart flie 
work of hnman agency ; in oth^r terms, when he should be 
«ftisficd that they wer^ ttot the effects of witchcnkft. Thil 
^mn, at one time, he fixed at 1001. bot the reward was ttMf 
eonsiderably lowered. 

it is a matter which must be very sarpriising to the |)ub^ 
Ke^ and which, but for one little anecdote^ wonid have been 
equally astonishing to us, that Mr. Colton should be id 
amused — so absolutely infotuated with Sally and her mon^^ 
ster above stairs, that he never should have explored the 
premises underneath, or have ascertained the several eoin- 
munications frcnn the rooms below to the upper part of the 
house; The building is a very ancient one, and is^ whit 
earpenters call, battened from top to bottom, from one ex^ 
tremity of the premises to the other. This battening eon"" 
sists of pieces of timber inserted in the walls and partitions^ 
within which the stone or other principal materials of the 
walls are placed, and assist in their support.-^Thus a blow 
made on the battening, even at a considerable distance, in 
whatever way it might be struck, would be heard throughout 
an its connectmg jdnts, and it was in this way that ioiiie 
of the blows had been effected, and which Mr. Cotton 
Was so silly as to affirm were impossible to be produced 
in a stone wait. From this construction of the house too^- 
proceeded the facility of shaking every room and window it 
contained. Mr. Talley produced these magical effects, as 
Mr. Colton believed them to be, in the presence of several 
persons, by agitating AHftrtnt parts of the iloor. 

AK this any mason's apprentice, however stuj^^ mtrsf 
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3tf^ lomr; wi it is a pity that Mr. Coiton had not been 
broQghl Kp tQ foaie such useful exertion^ or other handicraft 
employment, in«t«fld of having been designed to flourish as 
a Greek scholar, ind becoming an incumbrance on the 
churchy of whicby ju^pbg from his conduct on this occa- 
wm, it mxght be happily relieved without the least danger to 
ilf iatereitB« 

When this Reverend Gentleman commenced* the state* 
meiit which aceompaoied his affidavit, by indulging in his 
cver-manorablge bypothesiay '^ that a belief in ghosts was 
ftvourable to virtue,^' several smiled at his folly and pitied 
liis cradulity. Many an honest man has been misled by the 
wrtifices of rogues, but no honest man will persist in an error 
when the tra& is presented to him in the simple garb of 
self-evident facts* Having given him credit for sincerity in 
the impressions which had occurred to him from his visits^ 
tions to Sampford^ charity led all to hope that he would have 
taken the earliest opportunity of undeceiving the public, 
whose understandings he had grossly insulted by his specious 
affidavit. Instead of this, he allowed a whole month to 
elapse, though he had been no less than fifteen times to the 
premises, and suffered the poison of his superstition^to settle 
in the minds of ignorant country people, and young child- 
ren, without the slightest effort towards an honest exposition 
of the adopted knavery. So far indeed from making such 
attempt, he had strove all in his power to suppress this dis- 
cowry : he published an appendix to his narrative, and the 
fbllowing affidavit closed this extraordinary appendix. 

•* Thursday, September 27th, 1810, John Chave, William 
Taylor, James Dodge, and Sally Case, voluntarily make oath 
this day as follows : — ^ That they are intirely ignorant of 
the cauto of all those extraordinary circumstances that have 
and are occurring in the house of Mr. Chave, in the parish 
of Sampford. Also, that they have never made in or on 
any part of the premises, any sounds or noises, by day or 



72 . Klltliy'a vroNDBftVUL MUSBVM. 

night, by blowi or knockingH, either with or without ra In« 
•trument, in order to induce any one human bfing whit« 
ever to believei or even to think, that there was any tiling 
unaccountable or supernatural in the house. Also, that 
they have never requested any other person so to do, and 
that they firmly believe no such attempts have been made 
by others. Also, that they have repeatedly heard in mid* 
day most violent and loud noises in the house, when nume- 
rous persons have been assembled, some in the upper, and 
some in the lower apartments, at the same time) and all of 
them anxious and eager to discover the cause. Also, that 
the marks on the ceiling have been made by the persons 
trying, but in vain, to imitate the same sounds. Also, that 
to the best of their knowledge and belief, there are no sab- 
terraneous passages in or about the house.'-«-Swoni before 
me, the 37th of September, 1810. 

« J. GovETT, Mayor of Tiverton.'' 

Among these opinions, we have been well inf6rmed| that 
Mr. Colton, when at coII^e, principally ranked his attach* 
meut to the Manicheau Philosophy, and actually penned a 
Treatise in support of the mummery of its founder Manes t 
This at once accounts for his bold offer of giving money to 
the poor of his parish, when the Sanii>fi>rd Conspiracy should 
have been proved to be the contrivance of human . agency* 
This accounts for his belief in the invisible agency of 
Demons ; and this accounts for his unwillingness to give 
any explanation or statement of the facts of which he must 
have been fully satisfied. Mr. Tollcy lives within half a mile 
of him— -IS a person of considerable property— -bears a most 
irreproacliable character, and will swear, not on a Greek 
Testament, but on an English Bible, if required, to all the 
facts we have stated, in regard to his detection of the plot. 
It was wished that it would have ended here, but Mr. Chave 
had like to have paid dearly at the hands of aA unruly 



«ltfobf fof on Moadi^ April 3^ lAll^ a lUitiirbliKlee of a 
'invf iieiiout nature oodunred in Sampfonoi PtveteH. Th^ 
amiMl fair fot the iok •£ tattk, k9. waa Iield iheta cm Hiat 
4Bjf« On tke Satniday prtddiugf a numlmr of tli^ worki- 
maii einpiojred io eiMvatlng the bed of the ChratKi W«st<nii 
CaMd^ asieiMbledal Wellingtoi), for tlie purpoie of obtaining 
diange for the payment of tbeir wages ; many of them in*** 
daif ed in inordinate drinky and committed rarioui exceiieA 
at Tivirton, and otiier places^ to which they had gone for 
Hie parpoie abore stated. On Monday, the fahr-dayaC 
, filiiuplbfd seemed to afibrd a welcome opportunity for the 
gtatiication of their tumultuary disposition. Much rioting 
tooic pkice in the course of the day, and towards evening, a 
body of these men, eonstflrting of not less than 800, had 
aisembled in the village. Mr. Chave was met on the road, 
and VBcognized by some of the party i opprobrious ianguage 
aras iq|ipUed io him^ but whether on that subject, or not, we 
have not been informed. The rioters followed him to tb^ 
house, the windows of which they broke ; and apprehensive 
of further violence, Mr. Chave considered it necessary for 
his defence, to discharge a loaded pistol at the assailants. 
TbU unfortunately took effect, and one man fell dead on 
the spot. A pistol was also fired by a person within the 
house, which so severely wounded another man, that his 
life was despaired of. A carter employed by Mr. Chave, was 
most dreadfully beaten by the mob, and many outrages 
committed before it could be stopped. 

The inhabitants of Devonshire seem more inclined to 
Mieve in the marvellous tlian any other county ; not satisfied 
with a ghost at Sampford, and believing in the notions of 
Joanna Southcott, a countrywoman, but a child, Ann Tay^ 
lor, the daughter of a respectable yeoman in tlie parish of 
Tiverton, showed signs of making a second prophetess, onljT 
ahe died too soon. They say (her family and six witnesses) 
she had a trance for six days, after her recovery from wj^ich, 
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•be unfolded many precious things which she desired might 
be printed ; but dying in reality in the mean time, her vcncr 
was heard, when the whole family was assembled at dinner^ 
and while she was safely muled down in her coffin, calling 
0at— ^^ Father, it is not printed !" The papers were after- 
wards printed, and one of them deposited in the coffin, 
since which, it i^ stated the corpse has never uttered a word* 
Though the Rev. William Vowles, preached and published a 
sermon in Steps Meeting, Tiverton, June 26th, 1814, im« 
mediately after Ann Taylor died, quoting many authorities 
for his belief in the truth of the story, he afterwards admitted 
it was all a trick played oiF by the servant maid, who turned 
out to be an adept in such tricks, it having been learned, 
that at two places she had lived in before, the houses were 
troubled with astonishing noises, &c,, but on her depar-^ 
ture from those services, all fearful visitations ceased. 
*^ This damsel may in time turn out a profitable speculation 
for some GJiost seer." 



THE LONG-TAILED STALLION 

OF AUGUSTUS II. KING OF POI^ND. 

The tail and mane of this horse, exhibit an extraordinary 
rarity, and excite a doubt whether they may not have been 
the eifect of some artificial means : otherwise, how happen^ it 
that the hair of no other animal of this species, should have 
attained such a wonderful length ? The stujEFed bide of this 
horse is preserved in the armoury at Dresden ; the colour is 
cream pye-balled, the length of the mane is nine ells, and 
of the tail twelve. This horse belonged to Augustus II; 
king of Poland, who rode him only on extraordinary oc- 
casions, when the mane was borne by pages, and the tail 
by grooms ; when he stood in the stable, his hair was tied 
up in bags. 
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Imdciayer), as a lahwrev ; nA, Wng tall of het ag6, iilmi 
•bdut fourteen years old| the enUstad as a aoldier ieto the Ifdk 
light JMagoona. Probably her extreme youdi teid hdilthjr 
appearanee night ooeaakm a laxity of attention^ for ibe 
paised muster without her sex bdbg discovered^ Ja the 
eour^eofiwo niimtfasshe learned her exercise sufiictenti|r 
ftir aH the purpoaes of pamde ; the rough^ridiAg asaeter ittn 
daring her th^ heal rider in the squad of ieeruits ivith wh«m 
sfas was taught. She remained with the 16th Jight Dra* 
gocmt, in-irhich she progressively .attained thi^ ranks of caor-r 
penal -and aei^'aatit, for twentynMieyears^her sex all the timt 
ftmaini^i; a secret to every <me* dPerha|)$ the care ahe vaa 
liadtr 4Df gnanlipg. it^ had the good eff(eet of ffodnei^ thai 
regolarity aaAord^rijrjccmductiHrhieh recommended the praf 
4endeii^^WiiUamRoberta''.to thefairDuraD4pK>tectionxif the 
offoers5 and pforsuptd'her promotbn; When she had heena 
sflMfer twenty^^dneiyeanif the'Ckdonel of liie regiment ten* 
devedfalv disahaq^i^ ivhich she deipuned the aceeptancs 
laf $ btft being under sSze^ by her own consent^ she u^s 
transfSenwd to tlie 37Ui segiment of toot, [wkkh 'regiment 
she joined in 1800, at the island of St. Vincent's, in the West 
Indies, where, soon after, ehe was taken seriously ill, (for 
the firs^ time, in her military career), c^ the yellow fever, 
when wanting some of tibose attanlaons which would Inevi* 
tably lead to a discovery of heir sex^ she was obliged to en-? 
trust the secret she had so well kept, to the wife of a 
seijeani, at a time she expected nothing but death, 
ttie tKytre^tr t^^^overedj and having no longer evta a nom&> 
nal claim to inaahoodi she was dbllgtd to r^ume £» 
ttinine habiliments-^ but sUfl enamoured of a military Ufe, 
#s she could no longer be a soldier fi^rself, she becWe, in 
May, IMl, the wife of one, a private in the Sfih 
-fisdt, of the eame of 'ITaylor, by whom this Amazon Imb 
eine^ llad three ehtldren ; ^11 following the fortune of wa^ 
tiMOUf^ ^niSiw jBllmiles } diufngwhicih she was with iier 



lmftead5 two ynt§ in t prison in Fnmee, from which ihejr 
wat rekMfd in July, in consequence of the peace. On 
the day she landed from the cartel^ her husband died^ 9;j»i 
tills Martial Heroine is now a widow, still anxious, as i^ 
says, to fellow a eamp^ as the most pleasant life whidi 
Ae can conceive. In the course of her military career, sho 
has vbited many distant parts oif the globe, and has: been in 
many actions^ and receiTed several wounds, which, how* 
ever> were not severe, and were in parts of the body iwhich 
did not betray her sex. A scar from a sabre^ which 
graoes her bead, and the mark where a musket ball waa 
extracted from berieg, are honourable testimonid^ of her 
service $ but she isays> that tlie two yeass she spent in a Frendi 
prison, were far more difficult to support, and did htHT'oon^ 
stitution more injury than her voyages to the Ejaatr and West 
Indies, her march from the Red Sea thsough £gypt^ er>llwr 
campaigns in Flanders, inSpain^ and in. Italy. She isi Immv- 
iever, in excellent spirits^ and <^ fights her ]>9Mt$^ o'er 
again,'' with all the ardour of Goldsmith'a4)l4 veteran^ wh^ 

*^ Shoul^kfr'd his ci^teh, and tbew^d bow fields ware weti,^ 



THS DWARF STONE. 

A StNGUJLAE CURIOSITY. 

I. ' • . . 

Iv Hoy, one of the Orkney Islands^ there b . a very X€m 
^markable stone^ called the Dwaif Stcne^ thirty-six feet long^ 
eighteen broadji and nine thick. It is completely hollowed 
withm, having an entrance on one side, about two feet 
aquare, with a stone ot the same dimensions lying near it, 
which probably waa intended for a door. Within, at the 
,aouth end of it, is the form of a bed and pillow, large enough 
for two persons, neatly cut out ct the stone. At the n^nrth 
ffftd is another )M^ ^ couchj a^d JH. the middle is i^ fire* 
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place, with a bole above it, for a chimney. The marks of 
the woricman's tool are rery evident, and it is generally sup* 
posed to have been a hermitage. 

Smith's IVonderi, Vol, I. p. 74. 



HANGING IN SPORT. 

7%^ folhmng are the particulars qf the dreadful effects 
Gaming has on tlie mind qfsome people in low life : ({fier 
lofing all, they are mlling to give up lije also. 

m 

On Wednesday evening, June 5th, 1812, one of the most 
extraordinary investigations took place before Mr. Nares, 
the sitting Magistrate, at Bow-street, that ever disgraced a 
civilized country, respecting two beings in the shape of 
men, whose conduct proved that they could not possess in- 
tellects superior to beasts. It appeared, that on the same 
evening as Croker, belonging to the Office, was passing 
along the Hampstead-road, he observed at a short distance 
before hiip, two men on a wall, and immediately after, he 
saw the taller of them, a stout hian, about six feet high, 
hanging by his neck from a lamp-post attaclied to the wall, 
being tliat instant tied up, and turned off deliberately by the 
• short man. This very unexpected and extraordinary sight 
astonished and alarmed the officer; he made up to the spot 
with all possible speed, and just after he arrived there, the 
tall man, who<had been hanged, fell to the ground. Croker 
produced his staff, and said he was an officer, and demand- 
ed to know of the other man the cause of such extraordinary 
conduct ; in the mean time, the man who had been hanged 
recovered from the effects of his suspension, got up, and on 
finding Crdcer interfering, gave him a violent /blow on the 
nose, which nearly knocked him backwards. The short 
nanwasthtnendeafwrii^toiiidwoff; however, the offi* 
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«eft»rocurttd assittcmo^, ind boAi tbe men wdreieairMly 
mA brought to tho above OiBoe, when tbe aeooont (he fill* 
lows gave of themselves wai| that thoy worictd together Hi 
Canalf, They had been in company together on Wednes- 
day afternoon, had tossed up with half-pence for money^ 
and afterwards for their dothesr the tall man^ who was 
hanged, won the other's jacket, trowsers, and shoes. They 
then, in the most wanton manner, and worse than brutes, 
tossed up who should hang each other. The short one won 
that tosS| and they got upon the wall** the one to submit, 
and the other to carry their savage conduct into execution 
on the lamp-irod. They both agreed in this statement* 
The tall one, who had b«en banged, said, if he bad won the 
toss, he should have hanged the other, 

Mr. Nar^es and Mr. Birnie, the Magistrates, both eKpresa- 
ed their horror and disgust at such conduct and language ; 
and ordered the man who had been hanged, to find bail 
for the violent and unjustiiiablc assault on the officer, and 
the short one for hanging the other* Neither of them being 
provided with bail, they were committed to Bridewell for 
tdal, at the next Clerkenwell Sessions, which took place 
September 14th, 1812, when Thomas Shelton was put to 
the bar, charged with having ass(vulted and violently beaten 
WiUiam Croker, an officer of the police, in the execution 
of his duty. 

William Croker stated, that at a late hour of tha night, 
as mentioned in the indictment, as ha was gobg his ronada 
in company with another patrole, he perceived a man bang-' 
ing from a lamp4ron. This was in the neighbourhood of 
Camden Town. The novelty of the eight brought him to 
the spot| and juat as lie had approached it, the rope or ban* 
dage^ by which the person was tied up, gave way, and be 
fell to the ground, when the witnesa came up and inatantly 
seiaed him ; upon which he assailed tba prosecutor with 
f iny, ftiuok hiiii^ luMkad Ui» d0M| iMi4^ 



HANGING IN SPORt. 81 

vcntion of another patr61e, he must hare been in the most 
imminent danger. He was secured, and it then appeared 
that he had consented voluntarily to be hanged, under the 
following circumstances : — It seems that there was another 
man in his company, and it turned out that the two together 
had been gambling, first for their money, and at length for 
their clothes ; but the defendant having lost both money and 
clothes, then staked his life, and agreed, that, if he should 
lo^ that, his opponent should have the pleasure of hanging 
lum. He lost, and accordingly submitted to be hanged, 
and his adversary having tied him up to a lamp-post, left him 
to his fete ; 'but the noose not having been fixed in a work- 
manlike manner, it gave way^ and the defendant was pre- 
cipitated to the earth, and by the intervention of the pro- 
secutor, and the other oflBcer, saved from an untimely death. 
For this aet of humanity the officer was assaulted as above- 
mentioned. 

The case being proved by other witnesses, the defendant 
wa^ called upon for his defence. 

He was a tall well-looking young man, a labourer, and 
fae acknowledged the material parts of the facts alleged 
against him by Croker, the prosecutor, and said, that he 
had been gambling on the night mentioned in the indict- 
ment, and lost his money and clothes, and then staked his 
life, which he also considered forfeited, and believed that he 
was in honour bound to be hanged, and therefore consent- 
ed. But he strongly denied that any assault was commit- 
ted on the witness Croker, until he (Croker) had first as- 
saulted him. 

The court and jury expressed the utmost astonishment at 
this singular case, and, after a few words from the chairman, 
he was found Guilty. 

As soon as the defendant was found guilty, his wife came 
into court and implored mercy for him, assuring their Wor- 
ships that she would be/answerable for it that he should 
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never desire to be hanged again. The courts in conaiderft<» 
eion of hi« wife and family^ awerded a slight puniahmenti 
and discharged him. 



A CURIOUS ACCOUNT OF TUB CH^CMn, MAJORj OR 

S£A CRAB; 

WITH BXPBRIMBNTS Off THAT IVONDBBFUt ANINAL| BY 

MR. PBTBR COtUNSOKi F. R. S« 

Thb cancer major^ or largest species of crabs^ have their 
chief abode from 20 to 40 fathoms water ; they herd toge- 
ther in distinct tribes^ and have their separate haunts for 
feeding and breeding, and wilt not associate with their 
neighbours. This has been careftilly triedi by tal;ing a crabi 
and marking its shelly and carrying it two or three miles 
distance, and leaving it amongst the same species} this 
crab has found its way back to its old home, and lias been 
caught by the same fisherman that carried it. 

71\ey will live many months without food, wlien confined 
ifi a basket, if salt water can reach them occasionally, and 
not waste. Once a year they lose or cast their shells. 
Against this extraordinary change, they choose a close and 
well-secured retreat in the cavities of rocks, and under 
.stones : there they creep in, and wait, till by degrees the 
parts are disengaged; which is eflected by withdrawing 
their legs from their old shells, leaving them, and the upper 
part of tlieir body-shell behind. In this naked state they 
make a very odd appearance, being an Ill-shaped lump of 
jclly-Hke stibstance, which gradually hardens into a shell, a 
(si/e larg<T than the old one ; for this is the way of growth 
appointed for this animal, and others of the crustaceous 
species. But what is most surprising, this large species of 
crab has u power in Itself voluntarily to crack and break its 
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own kgd or claws^ and drop them ofF. The re-production of 
the legs of craw^fish has been mentioned in the History of the 
Royal Academy of Sciences, with some just remarks on the 
growth of these creatures' shells ; but he knows not of any 
writer that hps taken notice of this strange event of the crab, 

Mr. Benjamin Cook, at Newport, in the Isle of Wight, 
F. R. S. informed Mr. C. of this marvellous property in 
the great crab ; but he could not comprehend it, till he saw 
the experiment tried on two crabs ; then he was soon con- 
vinced of the truth of the fact ; for in a few minutes the 
legs all dropped off one after another. 

This the crab will do in any position; but the easiest me- 
thod is to lay it on its back, and take a pair of strong iron 
pincers, and break the shell, and bruise the flesh of the 3rd 
or 4th joint of its small leg : after it has received the hurt, 
it bleeds, and gives signs of pain, by moving its leg from 
side to side ; but afterwards holds it quite still, in a direct 
and natural position, without touching any part of its body, 
or its other legs, with it. Then on a sudden, with a gentle 
crack, the wounded part of the leg drops off at the second 
joint, or interodium, from its body. The great legs are cast 
off in the same manner, but are not so easily laid hold on as 
the small ones. Those who have not seen this wonderful 
operation may reasonably conclude, that the leg is cast out 
of its joint or socket ; but it is quite otherwise ; for it cracks 
and breaks off in the smoothest part of the joint, and the 
rim of the body-shell is no ways assistant to it. 

To try what effect increase of pain would have In this 
work, a small hole was pierced in the great legs, and then 
a pointed iron was put in to lacerate the inclosed muscle : 
the consequence was answerable to expectation ; symptoms 
of greater pain ensued, and the leg was cast off, with greater 
violence. 

It b really amazing and inconceivable, by what power (a 
contrivance in itself^ $o wonderful an operation can be per- 
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formed by the crab, as voluntarily to crack and break so hard 
a shell, and its muscles, and then cast off its legs. The 
small diameter of its joints, tlic disposition of the fibres, and 
a very small circular fossa, may contribute greatly to accele- 
rate the work ; but yet the main spring of action seems be- 
yond the reach of human comprehension. The wholo per- 
formance is so curious, and so singular a fact in the history 
of nature, that it may well deserve a nicer consideration, by 
those that have greater abilities, and more leisure, for such 

inquiries. 

Phil. Trans. Vol. 14, p. 70* 



Bountiful nature havhig supplied the sea crab with such a 
wonderful power, we slmll now give a history of a species of 
(Tab that lives on haul, and show that they are not ex- 
ceeded in their economy by the former, 

j:and crab. 

These crabs inhabit the Bahama islands, as well as most 
lands between the tropics. They arc of various sizes, the 
largest about six inches wide ; they walk sideways, like the 
sea crab, and arc shaped like them ; ^but they differ consider- 
a])ly in colour ; some being black, some yellow, some red, 
and others variegated with red, white, and yellow mixed. 
Some of these are poisonous, and several people have died 
by eating them, particularly the black kind. Tlie light co- 
loured arc reckoned best; and when full of flesh arc, very 
well tasted. In some of the sugar islands they are eaten 
without danger ; and are no small help to the negro slaves, 
who would frequently fare hard without them. 

Those animals not only live in a kind of orderly society in 
their retreats among the mountains, but regularly once u 
year inarch down to the sea-side, in a body of some millions 
at a time. As they multiply in great numbers, they choose 
the month of April or May to begin their expedition ; and 
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then sally out by thousands from the stumps of hollow trees, 
from the clefts of rocks, and from the holes which they dig 
for themselves under the furface of the earth. At that time, 
the whole ground is covered with this band of adventurers, 
inasmuch that a person cannot set his foot down witliout 
treading upon them. The sea is their place of destinaticm, 
and to that they direct their march, ^ith the utmost preci- 
sion. . No geometrician could send them to their destined 
station by a shorter course, for they neither turn to the right 
nor left, whatever obstacles may intervene ; and even if they 
meet with a house, they will attempt to scale the walls, to 
keep, the unbroken tenor of their way. But, though this be . 
a general order of their route, they, upon other occasicms, 
are obliged to conform to the face of the country ; and if it 
is intersected with, rivers, they are then seen to wind along 
the course of the stream. 

« 

The procession sets forward from the mountains with the 
regularity of an army under an experienced commander. 
They are cpmnipnly divided into three battalions ; of which 
the fifs^ copsists of the strongest and boldest males, who, 
like pioneers, march, foru^ard to clear the route, and face the 
gresUest dangers. They are often obliged to halt for want 
of rain, and to go into the most convenient encampment till 
the weather qhanges. The main body of the army is com* 
posed <rf females, which never leave the mountains till the 
rain is set in for some time, and then descend in regular bat- 
talia, being formed into columns of fifty paces broad, and 
three miles deep, and so close that they almost cover the 
ground. The rear guard follows three or four days after ; 
a straggling undisciplined tribe, consisting of males and fe- 
males^ but not so vigorous as the former. The night is 
their diief time of proiceeding ; but if it rains by day, they: 
do. not fedl to profit by the occasion, and they continue to 
move forward in their slow uniform manner. When the 
son shines hot upcm the surfstce of the ground, they make ^ 
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general halt, and wait till the cool of the evening. When 
terrified, they inarch back, in a confused disorderly manner, 
holding up their nippers, with which they sometimes tear 
off a piece of the skin, and leave the weapon where they in- 
flicted the wound. They even try to intimidate their 
enemies; for they often clatter their nippers together, 
as if to threaten those who disturb them. But though 
they thus strive to be formidable to man, they are mtfch 
more so to each other; for they are possessed of one most 
unsocial property, which is, that if any of them by accident 
is maimed in such a majoner as to be incapable of proceed- 
ing, the rest fall upon and destroy it on the spot, and then 
pursue their journey. 

When after a fatiguing march, and escaping a thousand 
dangers, (for they are sometimes three weeks in getting to 
the shore) they have arrived at their destined port, they pre- 
pare to cast their spawn. They have no sooner reached the 
shore, than they go to the edge of the water, and let the waves 
wash over their bodies two or three times. This seems only 
a {Mreparation for bringing the spawn to maturity ; for with- 
out farther delay, they withdraw to seek a lodging upon 
some land. In the mean time the spawn grows larger^ k 
excluded out of the body, and sticks to the barbs under the 
tail. Tliis bunch is seen as big as a hen's egg, and exactly- 
resembles* the roes of herrings. In this state, they onee 
inore seek the shore. Bad shaking oif tbeir spawn into the 
water, leave accident to bring it into maturity. At tfak 
time whole shoak of hungry fish are at the shore, in ex- 
pectation of this annual supply; and immediately about 
two-thirds of the eggs are devoured by these rapacious in- 
vaders. The eggs that escape are hatched under the sand ; 
and soon after, millions of these little crabs are seen quitting 
the shore, and slowly travelling up to the mountains^ The 
old ones, however, are not so active to return ; they hav^ 
beocNnae so feeble and lean^ that they can hardly traa]^ Aloidg^ 



ACCOUNT OF THE LAND CRAB. SJ 

and their flesh at this time changes its colour. Most of 
them therefore are obliged to continue in the flat parts of 
the country till they recover, making hol^s in the earth, 
which they cover at the mouth with leaves and dirt, that no 
air may enter. ITiere they throw ofl^ their old shells, which 
they leave quite whole ; the place where they opened on the 
belly being unseen. At that time they are quite naked, and 
almost without motion for six days together, when they be- 
come so fat as to be delicious food. They have then under 
their stomach, four large white stones, which gradually de- 
crease in proportion as the shell hardens, and wlien they 
come to perfection, are not to be found, [t is at this time 
that tlie animals are seen slowly making their way back ; 
which is commonly performed in six weeks. 

When possessed of its retreat in the mountains, the land 
crab is impregnable ; for, only subsisting upon vegetables, 
it seldom ventures out, and its habitation being in the most 
inaccessible places, it remains for the greater part of the 
season in perfect security. It is only when impelled by 
the desire of bringing forth its young, and when compelled 
to descend into the flat country, that it is taken. At that 
time the natives wut for their descent in eager expecta- 
tion, and destroy thousands ; but, disregarding their bo- 
dies, they only seek for that sipall spawn which lies on 
each side of the stomach within the shell, of pbout the 
thickness of a man's thumb. They are much more va- 
luable upon their return after they have cast their shells ] 
for being covered with a skin resembling soft parchment, 
almost every part, except the stomach, may be eaten. 
They are taken in holes, by feeling for them, with an 
instruipent, and ^e sought after by night, when on their 
journey, by flambeaux. The instant these animals perceive 
themselves attacked, th^y throw themselves on their back9» 
4nd with their (^lawii, pi^ch most terribly whatever they hap- 
pen to f^ten <>a. But the dai^trrovis crab-catcher takes 
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tbcm by the hinder legs, in such a nianncr^ that tlic nippers 
cannot touch them, and thus he throws them into his bag. 
Sometimes also they are euup;lil, when they take refuge in 
the bottoms of holes in he rocks by the ecu side, by cover- 
ing the mouth of the hole, to prevent their getting out, 
and then, soon after, the tide enters the hole, and the ani- 
mal is found, upon its ebbing, drowned in its retreat, 

Phil. Trans. FabriciiiSy Gregorxjy ^t. 
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Although several instances of long life appear in the 
pages of our Museum, we cannot refrain to insert a com- 
plete list of every one to be found on record. Many inte- 
resting articles having come to hand, enable us to do it 
in a chronological order, — we shall begin with the oldest, 
and continue it down to the age of 100. 

Thomas Cakn— 207, 

Is the oldest man on record : according to the parish register 
of St. Leonard, Shoreditch, he died the 28th of January, 
1583, — sec page 66, of Vol. III. of our Work. 

In the PuTKRSBURGH Gazette of October, 1813, an old 
man died, in the diocese of Ekaterinoslan, at the patri- 
archal age of between 200 and 205 years. 

Don John Taveira Dk Lima — 196, 

Knight of the Order of Christ, died in Portugal, in 
1738. He had been from a lad, in the service of the 
crown; from a common soldier, he passed successively 
through the degrees of ensign, adjutant, captain, major, co- 
lonel, and lieutenant-general. He was then preferred to the 
government of the city of Moncoan ; and his Portuguese Ma- 
jesty, at last, in consideration of his long and faithful services, 
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rewarded him with the patent and pay of a brigadier of all 
his armies. 

GiLLOua Macchaine — 190. 

Mr. Macnicol, minister of the parish^ in the Isle of Jura^ 
observes, in his report to Sir John Sinclair, and inserted in 
his Code of Health, Vol. II. p. 236, 1807>— " I am in pos- 
session of a book, printed at London in the year 17^0; 
the author's name I cannot say, as the title page is lost ; but 
it gives a short description of the counties of England and 
Sootlandy and of the laws of the kingdom. In his account 
of Jura, he says, that Gillour Maccrainc spent nine-score 
Cfaristmasses in the same house, which exactly coincides 
with the tradition of the island.^' 

Kenti gk aN-*l 83, 

as mentioned by Spotswood, (afterwards called 3t. Mod- 
gah, or Mungo, from whom the famous well in Wales 
is named), who never tasted wine or strong drink, after he 
came to years of understandhig, and slept on the ground; 
notwithstanding which, he lived to the above very extraor- 
dinary age. 

John Baldeck — 183, 

Abbot of Kilchberg, died in 1348. In his old age, he 
shed his teeth, and cut new ones, and his grey hair 
turned black again. His gnive is shewn in a church at Mon- 
ster, in the canton of Lucern, in Switzerland. 

Peter Zoutan — 185, 

an old Hungarian. He Ls noticed in a Dutch Dictionary, en- 
titled, ^' Het algemeen Historicli Wooiiderbok, &c. as fol- 
lows: Czartan (Petrasch) was born in 1337, at Kofrook, a vil- 
lage four miles fromTemeswaer, in Hungary, where he had 
lived 180 years. When the Turks took Temeswacr from the 
Christians, lie kept his father's cattle. A few days before lii> 
death he walked, with the assistance of a stick, to the post- 

\'OI- V. N 
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di«t was coarse and sour. In the King's Remembrancer Of- 
fice, in the Exchequer, there is a record of a deposition in * 
acauscj by English Bill, between Anthony Clark and Smirk- 
' soil, taken, April 1665, at Kettering, Yorkshire, where 
Henry Jenkins, of Ellerton-upon- Swale, labourer, aged 157 
years, was produced, and deposed as a witness. He de- 
parted this life, December 6, 1670, at Ellerton-upon-Swale, 
and was buried at Bolton, in Yorkshire. In 1743, a mo- 
nument was erected at Bolton, to his memory, by subscrip- 
tion, with the following epitaph : 

" Blush not, marble, to rescue from oblivion the memory 
of Henry Jenkins ; a person obscure in birth, but of a life i 
truly memorable ; for he was enriched with the goods of na- 
ture, if not of fortune, and happy in the duration, if not va- 
riety, of his enjoyments ; and though the partial world de- 
spised and disregarded his low and humble state, the eye of 
Providence beheld and blessed it with a patriarch's health 
and length of days, to teach mistaken men, these blessings 
are entailed on temperance, a life of labour, and a mind at 
ease. He lived to the amazing age of 169; was interred 
here, December 6, 1070, .and had this justice done to his 
memory, 1743." 

A Russian — 163. 

> 

Dr. Petri, in 'his work on Esthonia, published at Gotha, 
(1802) relates, that not far from Polozk, on the frontiers of 
Livonia, there was still living, in 1796, a Russian, who had 
served in the thirty years war, and recollected the death of 
Gustavus Adolphus. He was born under the »grandiather 
of Peter the Great, and had lived during the reigns of eleven 
sovereigns of Russia. At the battle of Pultowa he was 86 
years old. In his 93rd year, he married a third wife, who 
had a fronily by him, and their youngest child was 62 years 
eld in 1796. He lived happily with her 50 years. The fa- 
mily of thb patriarch consisted^ in the last mentioned year^ 
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of 138 persons. At the same time^ hi$ oldest 8urvivin|f 
grandson was 95^ another 93^ and his youngest sons 86 and 
€3; all of them resided in ten houses^ and their progenitor, in 
bis 163d year, was still stout and hearty. 

Jonas Surinoton — 159. 

He resided in a small village, near Bergen in Norway, and 
retained the perfect use of his faculties to the last hour of 
his extraordinary long life. The xlay before he died, he 
assembled his family, and divided his property amongst 
them. He had been several times married, and left be- 
hind a ypung widow, and several children ; his eldest son 
"wss 103, and his youngest nine years of age. He died in 

1747. 

Thomas Damme — 154, 

of Leigh ton, near Minshull, in the palatinate of Chester, as 
may be seen by his grave-stone, at Church Minshull, oa 
which his age is cut (to prevent mistakes) in words at length. 
The church register is signed by the Rev. J. Holdford, vi-p 
car ; and T. Kennerley, and J. Warburton, church-war- 
dens. 

The following is copied from the parish register of Church 
Minshull, in Cheshire : 

'' Feb. 20th, 1648— Thomas Damme, buried at Church 
Minshull, from Leighton, being of the age of seven score and 
fourteen, bom in 1494." 

James Bowles — 152. 

There is in trhe possession of Mr. Stokes of Kenilworth, in 
the county of Warwick, a coffin plate (lately found), on which 
is the following very remarkable inscription : '^ Mr. James 
Bowles, obiit Aug. 15, 1656, ^tatis 152." The plate, which 
» tin, has been plated on both sides with silver, and is marked 
on the back with the maker's name, (as is supposed)^ John 
, January 1807* 
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Thomas Parr — 152, 

was the son of John Parr, of Winnington, in the pariish of 
Alberbury, in the county of Salop ; he was born February 
1483^ and died November 1635, aged 152, and nine months. 
At the age of 82 he married his first wife, by whom he had 
two children, "who died young. At the age of 102, he fell 
in love with Catharine Milton, whom he got with child, and 
for which he did penance in the church. At the age of 120 
he married her, and after that era of life, was able to do any 
husbandry work, even thrashing corn. He frequently ate 
by night, as well as by day ; was contented with skimmed- 
milk cheese, coarse bread, small beer, whey ; and, what is 
remarkable, he ate at midnight, a little before he died. He 
had seen ten kings and queens of England. A few years 
before his death, he was brought to London, about the end 
of September 1685, by Thomas, Earl of Arundel, who pre- 
sented him to King Charles I. ; and about the same time, 
the Countess of Arundel presented a midwife to the Queen, 
who was 123 years old, and who exercised her profession- 
but two ye^rs before. Parr was brought to town by easy 
joumies, and such was the curiosity excited by this old man 
throughout the different towns, his attendants almost de- 
spaired of bringing him safe, the crowds pressed on them 
so eager to see him ; but having succeeded, the Earl of 
Arundel made him a domestic in his family ; he fed high, 
and drank plentifully of the best wines, by which, after a 
constant plain and homely diet, the natural functions of the 
parts of his body were overcharged, his lungs obstructed, 
and the habit of the whole body quite disordered ; in con- 
sequence, there could not but^speedily ensue a dissolution. 
If he had not changed his diet, he might possibly have lived 
many years longer. His body was dissected by Dr. Harvey; 
it was found to be very fleshy; his heart was thick and fat; 
his viscera very sound and strong, especially the stomach ; his 
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kidneys were covered with fat, and pretty sound, as was 
his frame altogether. Taylor, the water-poet, relates the 
following anecdote of Old Parr's endeavouring to over- 
reach his landlord. '^ His three leases of 63 years being 
expired, (of 21 years each), he took his last lease of his 
landlord, (one Master Porter)^ foi: his life, which lease he 
had held for 50 years ; but wishing to renew it for his wife's 
sake, (Iiis landlord being adverse to it). Parr being at this 
time blind, sitting in his chair, by the fire, his wife looking 
out of the window, saw the landlord's son coming ; he told 
her to lay a pin on the ground, near his right toe, which she 
did ; when the landlord's son arrived, and after tbe'first sa- 
- lutation. Old Parr said. Wife, is not that a pin which lies at 
my foot ? Truly, husband, quoth she, it is a pin indeed, 
and she took it up : Master Porter was half in amaze that 
the old man had recovered his sight again ; but it was quickly 
found to be a witty conceit, to induce his landlord to reneii^ 
his lease for his wife's sake." 

Pliny, the celebrated naturalist, mentions the following 
instances of persons living in the time of Vespasian. 
L. Tbrbntius, of Bononia — 160. 
M. Aponius, of Arimini — 150. 
T. FuLLONius, Bononiensis — 150. 
M. Mucius, pf Veja — 140. 

Francis Consit — 160, 

of Burythorpe, near Malton, Yorkshire. He was very 
temperate in his living, and used great exercise, which, to* 
gether, by occasionally eating a raw new laid egg, enabled him 
to attain such extraordinary age. For the last sixty years of 
his life he was supported by the parish, and retained bis 
senses to the last. He died January, 1768. 

A8CLEPIADB&^160. 

A celebrated physician of Priesa, Bithynia^ 

/ 
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Hen. Lywarch— 160, a Webh Bard ; contemporary with 
King Arthur, who died in the year 500. He had twenty-^ 
four sons, who all fell resisting the Saxons. His elegy on 
old age, with their deaths, is still remaining. 

Christian Jacobson Drackenburg — :146, of Aarhus, 
in Denmark ; a celebrated and well known character, born 
November 11, 1626, died October 9, 1772. 

Thomas WiN8Low,Esq. — 146, of the jcounty of Tippe- 
rary in Ireland. He was a colonel in the army. He held the 
rank of captain in the reign of King Charles 1st, and ac- 
compapied Oliver Crom^vell into Ireland. Died August, 
1766. 

Ann Wignell— 146, a free black woman, died at Jamaica 
in February 1812, at the advanced age of 146 years. She 
was imported from Africa when 12 years of age, and about 
14 years previous to the destruction of Port Royal by the 
great earthquake in 1692. She had been bed-ridden some * 
time before her decease, but retained her senses until the 
last. 

The Countess of Desmond — 145. 

She was the daughter of the Fitzgeralds of Drumana, in 
the county of Waterford ; and married in the reign of King 
Edward the Fourth, James, the fourth Earl of Desmond ; 
she was in England the same reign, and danced at court 
with his brother Richard, then Duke of Gloucester. She 
was then a widow ; for Sir Walter Raleigh says, they held 
her jointure from all the Earls of Desmond since that time. 
It appears that she retained her full vigour in a very ad- 
vanced time of life ; for the ruin of the house of Desmond 
reduced her to poverty, and obliged her to take a journey 
from Bristol to London, to solicit relief from the Court, at a 
time she was a hundred and forty. She twice or thrice re- 
newed her teeth, casting her old ones and getting others 
in their place.* She died In the reign of James 1st, in the 
year 1612. . 

VOL. V. o 
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Mw. EcKLBSTON*— >143^ of Philip8«towD^ King's County, 
Ireland. Died 1601. 

Charlbs MTindley, £sq.-^143, of Tipperary, in Ire- 
land ; was a captain in the service of King Charles 1st. He 
died June, 1773. 

jAcauEs Gun — 140, of a village in Languedoc in Fiance ; 
died in the year 1759, the year before his uife, Florettie Rour, 
died, aged 118. They had been married 7d yoars. 

William Leland, Esq.— 140, of Lisnekea, in Ireland. 
Though heslived to such a great age kc never was sick, nor 
lost the use of any of his faculties till the hour of his death. 
He died January, 1732. , 

Sarah AwDERsoN^i— 140, 

at Providence-grove, St. John's, Jamaica 5 at the extra- 
ordinary age of 140 years, a free black wom^, a native of 
Guinea, of the Congo country. She arrived on that islaild 
in 16875 during the government of the Duke of Albemarle, 
whom she remembered ; and was then, according to her 
own statement, about fourteen. She was bed-ridden for 
the last three years, but retained a good appetite, could 
hear, see, and converse with chearfulness, to the last mo- 
ment of her existence. She left 65 children, grand* chil- 
dren, great grand-children, and great great grand-children ; 
25 of whom attended her to the grave. She died September 
20, 18ia. 

Mr. DoBsoN-^-139, of Hatfield, farmer. He used much 
exercise, and lived temperately. Ninety-one children and 
grand-children attended his funeral. He died August, 1766. 

Mr. Evans — 139, iof Spital-street, Spital-fields, London ; 
had all his senses to the last ; and was seven years old when 
King Charles was beheaded. Died 1780. 

Mrs. Clum — 138, near Litchfield, Staffordshire; resided 
in the same house one'hundred and three years. She left one 
son and two daughters, the yoimgest upwards of one hun- 
dred years. She died 1772. 
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Mr. Fairbrqthbr — 138, of Wigan, Laucaehire: dl«d 
May, 1770. 

Jonathan Hajrtop — 138, 

of Aldborough; )iear Boroughbridge, Yorkshire. His 
father and mother died of the plague, in their house in tha 
Minories, 1666 ; and he perfectly well remembered the great 
fire of London. He was short in stature ; had been married 
five times, and left seven children, twenty-six grand-children, 
seventy-four great grand-children, and one hundred and 
forty great great grand-^children. He could read to the last 
without spectacles, and play at cribbage with the most per«- 
feet recollection. On Christmas-day 1789, he walked nine 
miles, to dine with one of his great grand-children. He ate 
but little, and his only beverage was milk. He enjoyed asi 
uninterrupted flow of spirits. The third wife of this very 
old man, was an illegitimate daughter of Oliver Cromwell^ 
who gave with her a portion of about five hundred pounds. 
He possessed a fine portrait of the usurper by Cooper, for 
which Mr. HolHs offered him three hundred pounds, but 
was refused. Mr. Hartop lent the great Milton fifty pounds 
8oon after the RestoratioD, which the bard returned him 
with honour, though not without much difficulty, as his cir- 
cumstances were very low. Mr. Hantop would have declined 
receiving it, but the pride of the poet was equal to his ge*^ 
nius, afld he sent the money with an angry letter, which was 
found among the curious possessions of that venerable old 
man. He died 1791. 

A Pbasant at Posbn— 138, in Poland, was living in 1805. 
Sec further particulars, Voliune III. of this Work, page 377* 

John Rousey, Esq. — 138, of the Island ofDistrey, in 
Scotland. At the age of one hundred years, his son was 
bom, who afterwards inherited his estate. Died 1734. 

WiLiiAM Sharply*--138, of Knocknll, county of Ros- 
common. Though at such aft c^e, he was able to follow 
his profession of ktil^Blaki&g, until wUhin six week* tf his 
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d^ath^ and was remarkable till then for carrying a log of un*- 
common bulk to his place of work. He lived well and re- 
gular, but in no wise abstemiously. Died 1757. 
. Margaret Fostbr — 137> near Brampton, Cumberland. 
Her daughter died a sltort time before,, aged one hundred 
and five. She died 1769. 

Mr. lloBBRTSON — 137, 

of Edinburgh. He had always lived in the family of the 
Lords, in the capacity of inspector of the lead works for four 
complete generations, besides the time elapsed since the 
birth of the prgsent possessor, who erected an elegant monu- 
ment with an inscription, celebrating the zeal and iSdelity 
of so old and worthy a servant during the space of one hun- 
dred and twenty years. He died 1793, 

Mr. Mow AT — 136, Surgeon, at Langholm, shire of 
Dumfries in Scotland. He died February 21, 1770. 
. John Mount— 136, of Langholm, Dumfries, Scotland. 
Died March, 1776. 

Cathbrinb Noon, otherwise Moony — 136, near the 
city of Tuam, in Ireland. Her husband died aged one hun- 
dred and twenty-eight, leaving a numerous issue. She died 
June, 1768. 

Margarbt Pattbn— 136. 
A Scotch woman, of St. Margaret's workhouse, city of 
Westminster. She always enjoyed good health till' within 
a few days of her dissolution ; and for many years subsisted 
mostly on milk. There is an inscription against the wall 
of the church-yard in Tothill-fields, Westminster, ** Near 
this place lieth Margaret patten, who died June 26th, 1739, 
in the parish workhouse, aged 136 years/' 

Jamks Sheile — 136, of Bally Baden, county of Kilken- 
ny, in Ireland, farmer. Died 1769. . 

Mrs. Thompson— 136, near Dublin. She was very ac- 
tive ; and by a regular mode of living, together with much 
exercise, attained ^o great an age. Died 1706, 
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' Francis Anob — 134, of Maryland. He was born at 
Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire. He remembered the 
death of Charles I. and left England soon after ; his wife at 
eighty had a son, who was thirty-one years of age at his 
father's decease, to which time his faculties were perfect 
and memory strong. He died September, 1767. 

John Mount Langham*^134, of Dumfries^ in Scotland. 
Died 1776. 

Mr. BuTLKR — 133, of the Golden Vale, near Kilkenny, 
in Ireland. He was related to the family of the Duke of 
Ormond ;• could walk well, and mount his horse with great 
agility to near the time of his death ; and thus by much 
exercise in walking and riding, attained good health. He 
died 1769. 

Mrs. Kf'iTiiK — 133, of Newnham, Gloucestershire. She 
retained her senses till within fourteen days of her death. 
She left three daughters, the eldest aged one* hundred and 
eleven ; the second one hundred and ten ; the youngest one 
hundred and nine. Also seven great, and great groat grand- 
children. She died 1772. 

Elizabeth Mauchant— 133, of Hamilton-Baun, m 
Ireland. Died 1761. 

Ann Fostkr — 132, of Newcastle. Died 1777- 

GusTAVUs Holme — 132, a Dover pilot; was buried at 
Stoke, near Canterbury. Died 1685. 

Alkxandbr M^Culloch — 132, near Aberlleen. He was 
a soldier in the service of Oliver Cromwell, and the three 
following reigns. He died 1767* 

John Maxwell — 132, near Keswick Lake, Cumberland i 
he walked ten miles a few days before his death, and enjoy* 
ed through his long life, exceeding good health and spirits. 
He left nine children ; the youngest vms upwards of sixty. 
He died 1785. 

William Ellis— -ISli of Liverpool^ shoemakers he was 
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a seaman in the reign of Que^n Anne, and a ^Idief' in th^ 
reign of George h Died 1780, 

Peter Garden — 131, of Auchemess, near Edinburgh* 
He lived in the reigns of King Charles I. Charles II. James 
H. William and Mary, Queen Anne, George I. IL and III. 
He very well remembered having been employed in the 
woods, to cut handles for spears in the civil wars. He died 
January, 1775. 

John Paterson — 131, ofMuirkirk, In Scotland. Died 

1807. 
The S^eur Somlyadc — 131, of Hungary. Died August, 

1764. 

Elizabeth Taylor— 131, of Piccadilly, London. Died 
March, 1764. 

Joseph Battksworth, Esq. — 130, near Truro, Corn- 
waU. Died 1749. 



Apollonius — 130, 

of Tyana, in Cappadocia, a Pythagorean philosopher. At 
the age of 16 years, he became a strict observer of the rulet 
of Pythagoras, renouncing wine, women, and a}l sorts of 
flesh ; not wearing shoes, letting his hair grow, and wear- 
ing nothing but linen. He soon after set up for a re- 
former of mankind, and chose for his habitation the tern- 
pie of iEsculapius, where he is said to have performed many 
miraculous cures. Philostratus has written the life of Apol- 
lonius, in which there are numberless fabulous stories re- 
counted of him. We are told, that he went five years with* 
out speaking, and yet during this time, that be stopped ma- 
ny seditions in Ciiicia and Pamphylia : that be travelled, 
and set up for a legislator, and that he gave out that he un* 
derstood all languages, without having ever learned them ; 
that he could tell the thoughts of men, and understood the 
i^racks which birds gave by their singing* The Heathens were 
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fcmd of opposing the pretended miracles of this man to those 
of our Saviour ; and by a treatise which Eusebius wrote 
against Hierocles^ we find that the drift of the latter, in the 
treatise which Eusebius refutes, had been to draw a paral* 
lei betwixt Jesus Christ and ApoUonius, In which he giyei: 
the preference to this philosopher. He died-— 95. 

John Baylbs*->190, was an old button*maker of North* 
ampton. He used constantly to walk to the neighbouring 
markets with bis buttons, within 12 years of his death ; but 
after that, be was decrepid, and carried abroad. There was 
nothing particular in his diet, but he ate any thing he 
could get. He died, April 4th, ' 1706 ; and a very long 
account appears of him, by Dr. James Keill, who dissected 

the body. 

Pliil. Tram. 

William Bbatv, Esq. — 130, formerly an officer in the 
army : he was at the celebrated battle of the Boyne. He 
died 1774. 

Donald Cameron — 130, of Kinnichlabbar, in Rannach^ 
Scotland. He married at the age of 100, and died 1759. 

Juan Cayetan — 130, of Tesontla, in New Spain, an In- 
dian. She left a son, aged 60 years. She died 178B. 

John Hill — 130, of Lead-hills, near Edinburgh. He 
used great exercise on foot, and walked two miles to a chris- 
tening a short time before his death. He died 1767. 

John King — 130, of Noke, Oxfordshire, thrasher. The 
latter part of his life, he subsisted on charity. He died Ja- 
nuary, 1796. The same is also represented as dying in Cam- 
bridgeshire. 

Robert M*Bridk — 130, of the island of Herries, in Scot- 
'land, fisherman. He died 1790. 

. Don Juan i>s Castro Monts*— 130, died in 1790, at San 
Sebastian de Huarez, in Pera. He never had any illness, 
not so much as a trifling indisposition^ and retaiaed the per- 
fect use of all his fttculties and senses to the last. He never 
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drank wine, or other strong liquors : with his second tvife^ 
who was 96, he lived happily upwards of 80 years. 

Peter Mestanea — 130, of the village of Veniel, in the 
kmgdom of Marcia. He was a bachelor, never tasted wine, 
worked hard, and bathed every morning in the river Segura, 
from the beginning of spring till it froze^ His teeth were 
sound, and he had never been attacked by any acute dis- 
temper. He died 1743. 

' Thomas Evans Price — 130. He had been a monk of 
the Abbey of Margam, but had been expelled as a Lollard. 
In the beginning of January 1604, he had attained the 
above age ; where he died is not mentioned ; but it appears 
he was a poet and a prophet, and as the common people 
think, not a false one, for many of his prophecies ate ia 
high repute at this time. 

John de la Somet — 130, of Virginia, He was a great 
smoker of tobacco^ which, agreeing with his constitution, 
may not improbably be reckoned the cause of his unin-r 
terrupted health and longevity. He died, 1766. 

Sophocles, the tragic poet— 130. 

Terentia, Cicero's daughter — 130. 

James Thomas — 130, of the island of Jamaica. He died 
1805. 

John Watson — 130, of Limehouse-park, Cheshire, of 
which he was keeper. He is said to have had a relation who 
bore a child at 90. He died 1778. 

{^0 be continued,) 



INTERESTING NARRATIVE OF THE 

LOSS OF THE DUKE OFt^UMBERLAND PACKET^ 

AT ANTIGUA, IN THE HURRICANE OF 4tH SEPTEMBER, 1804. 

BY AN EYE-WITNESS. 

" On the morning of Monday, the 3d of Sep|;embcr, 1804, 
the Duke of Cumberland packet was lying at anchor in the 
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load of St. John's^ waiting for the mail^ which was espeet* 
ed to come on board that day. 

^^ HisMajest}r's ship Serapis^ a44; armed enjlute, lay about 
two miks further out^ waiting to convoy the packet dowii 
to Tortola. The wind had been blowing very fresh from 
the north duHng the n^ht^ and at noon had considerably 
increased. His Majesty's ship De Ruyter^ an old 7^9 which 
had lately been brought there to be fitted up as a prison 
ship, lay at anchor in Deep Bay : she had a very weak creW 
on board, and made signals of distress to the Serapis ; a boat 
caihe on board the packet at twelve o'clock, from the lattet 
vessel, requesting the aid of some men, in order to assist them 
in relieving De Ruyter; but this Captain Lawrence, couli 
not with propriety grant. — x\.t this time we struck our top* 
gallant masts, and at two p. m. we let go the best bowei^ 
aiichor,having been hitherto riding with the small bower only. 

'* The gale continued to increase^ and at six o'clock it blew 
a perfect storm from the N. W. by W. when we struck out 
yards and top-masts. 

'^ The men had hardly finished this work, when it was disco** 
vered that the vessel had parted her best bower cable ; thit 
surprised and alarmed us exceedingly, as the rope was nearly 
new, and we had been assured that the bottom of the road-« 
stead was a hard sand ; it must have been cut upon a ship's an- 
chor, or on abed of coral. We immediately bent the remain- 
ing part of it to the stream anchor, and the stream vcable id 
the kedge. The wind continued to rage with untibated vio-^ 
lence, the ship pitched immoderately, and dreading lest the 
cable should give way, at ten o'clock we let go the two re- 
inaining anchors. Every thing had now been done for the 
safety of tlie ship that ws» in the power of the crew ; the 
rest we confided to Providence, and having recommended 
ourselves to the protecti<m of the Almighty, we remained 
idle, bat anxioiis spectators of the scene before us, and 
mraited ihe e?ent in silent droad. T^ men who were sodee|Ay 

VOL. V. p 
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interested in the effects of the storm^ no scene could be 89 
truly awful ; the wind raged with a violence known only in 
tropical climates : the rain fell like a deluge^ the waves had 
risen to a most stupendous height, the ship was pitching h^r 
forecastle under water, our best cable was already gone, and 
we momentarily expected to part the rest : to add to the 
horrors of our situation, the lightning, flashing now and then, 
discovered to us, notwithstanding the extreme darkness of the 
>)ight, that as soon as we should part or drive away from our 
, moorings, a reef of horrid rocks lay to leeward^ ready to receive 
us. Thus situated, every man was sensible that it was absolutely 
impossible to combat singly the terrible agitation of the ele* 
ments, and our feeble expectations of saving our lives were 
rested solely on the frail hope of the ship riding out the 
tempest. 

. •" The masts of De Ruyter had been frequently shewn 
to us by the glare of the lightning, and we could [levccive^tha^ 
she was driving from her moorings ; they disappeared all at 
once, and we concluded that she had foundered] we supposed 
the Serapis had shared the same fate. About eleven o'clock the 
windlass gave way with a tremendous noise ; the sailors im<* 
mediately clapped stops upon the cables, and secured them 
by means of ring-bolts on the deckts — these were continually 
breaking, and were as often replaced. 
. ** The cable had now held so long, that we began to enter- 
tain some faint hopes of riding out the gale, and we dared 
for a moment to quit the deck for some refreshment ; but 
no sooner were we sat down, than a loud groan from the 
crew summoned us on deck ; we dreaded the worst ; the 
Captain came rumiing forward, and soon put an end to our 
doubts^ by exclaiming, " All 's now over ; Lord God have 
mercy upon us V The cable had parted, the ship hung 
about two minutes by the stream and kedge, and then be- 
gan to drive broadside on, dragging them along with her. 
*^ Our feelings at this moment areuot tobedeaedbedi nor 
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can I think on any similar si^ation to which tfaejr can be 
<K)mpared. At this time the seamen^ torn by despair, seem 
ed for a moment to forget themselvcs-^-the cries of thdr 
homes, their wives, and their children, resounded through the 
ship ; but th<\v soon became sensible of their folly, and re- 
sumed their usual firmness. 

^* As soon as the ship parted, which was about 12 o'^lodc^ 
every man clung to a rope, and determined to stick to it so 
long as the ship remained entire ; the wind had veered some* 
Mrhat to the west, which prevented her from striking on the 
reef of rocks which we so much dreaded. It was now one 
o'clock^ we had drifted an hour, without knowing whither. 
We continued holding fast by the rigging, our bodies beat 
by the heaviest rain, and lashed by every wave.-* A dreadfo) 
silence ensued, every one being too intent on his own qp* 
proadiing end, to be able to communicate his feeUogs to 
another— nothing eould be heard but tlie horrid howling ol 
the tempest. — ^A little after one we struck, and instanfljr 
went off again ; thi.<;, together with several lights before us 
at a distance, convinced us that we were driving towards 
the harbour of St. John's, and that we had struck oh the 
bar* We saw a large object before us, which we dreaded 
was Rat Island, (a p«*pendicular rock in the middle of the 
harbour, ivith a fort upon it), we were fast approaching it^ 
and that the garrison might be spectators of our fate, for it 
was In vain to think of assistance, we fired two alarm guns; 
but from the tremendous noise of the wind and waves, we 
doub.t^d if they could be ^ard. — We soon found that this 
object was a large ship, on which we were direetly driving* 
We came up with her, and went close under licr stem. A 
faint hope now appeared di being stranded on a sandy beach^ 
for we knew, that although the harbour is chiefly bounded 
by roicks, yet tliat there were a few mud and sand banks — and 
our wishes Led us to hope the best. The Captain therefore or* 
dered the carpenter to get the batcliets all ready to cut away 
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the masta^in order to m$ke a raft for those whocHosGto venture 
OB it We could now plainly perceive land not far diitant, on 
which we were driving, and as we knew it to he a huge toek, vns 
run up the fore and mizen stay Kails, thinking by that meant 
to divert the course of the ship, but at the same moment 
the wind chopped round from N.N.W. to west, being no 
lets than dx points of the compass, and continued to blow 
with the same fury ; this kept us clear of the prajieeMnJaf 
land, and drove us beyond it a shoit distanoe, when the ship 
atruck ; her first strokes were apparently upon a aandy 
beach, and we could plainly discern two large sliips asliore 
just abreast of us. We now fondly imajpfined that wer ahould 
be driTen on board these shipa, but in' this <we weve^lsap* 
]K>inted) we drove past, beating with'Tiolence bI *every 
wfire, and in a few seconds found theshipbring Up on sdme 
bonridfooks, at the foot of a stupendous precipfeei ' JSVI^y 
kipe'nownraiiisbed, and we began already to considiH^ ani^ 
8idhreftasUeing$ of another world i the Tessel was dathetf 
with extreme violence on the rockn, and we could dlstincHy 
bear the etacking of lier timbers below : in order to ease tHe 
vessel^' and if possible, prevent her from parting, we imme- 
diately cut away the mizen« mast, and shortly after the fore:-' 
mast I the main-mast we allowed to remain, in order to ete»* 
dy the ship, and, if possible, prevent her from canting to 
windward, which would inevitably have drowned us 'ill. 
The vessel had struck about two o'clock, and in half an hour 
aftcrwaids we found that the water was up to the lower 
diedc. Never was day-light so^nxioustywishcd ibr'as by 
the unfortunate oeew of this ship, ^fter having held so 
long by the shrouds, we were forced to cling three hours 
longer before the dawn appeared, during which thne we 
were under continual dread of the ship's parting, and launch* 
lug us into eternity ; the sea was making a complete breach 
over her, laying on her beam ends ; and, stiff'and benumbed 
as we weve, h was with ttie utmost difficulty we'<5ould pre* 
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a^crve our hold agoiaat the ibree of tiie waves, every one of 

^^^yhich struck and nearly drowned us. The break of dajr 

Slipcovered to us all the horrors of our situation : the vessel 

^ras. lying upon large rooks, at the foot of u craggy, over** 

hanging precipicje, twice as high as the ship's main nuist | 

tlie misen^-mast, which, although cut away, still hung in » 

d^lgooal dire^etion, supported by some ropes, reached within 

ibout four fttthoms of the rock ; the land forming a sort of 

bay arovad us, also approached us s^head, and the extremitjr 

•f the jib-boom was not far from it; we could plainly dis* 

cem many ships on shore in various parts of the harboui^ 

and the wind and rain beat upon u^ with unabated violence; 

tiie ship lay a miserable wreck; one wave had carried awaj 

bef steirn boat, unshipped her rudder, apd washed overboard 

Iter quarter-boarda^ binnacle, and rouod-hoose ; her foi;e and 

inl^enrmast^ lay alongside, supported by small ropes, apd 

Ahe ship had bilged her larboard side. Oi^r first thoughtSy 

after the dawn appeared, were naturally directed to the pos* 

jfitt^ility of saving our lives, and we all agreed, . that the oidy 

bopes of doing so was by means of the mizen-mast ; we iw^ 

mediately got the tqp-mast and top-gallant-masts launched 

0iit on it, which reached within a few feet of the rock,' but 

Ihe part of the precipice which it approached was ^ perpen* 

^icnlar, as to afford us but faint hopes of relief, imless i( 

IDight be ptocured by means of some bushes whicJbgreC^ oa 

ib0 brow of the rock : a sailor soon made trial of itj but. tp 

X>ur great mortification we saw him heave a rope, on the end 

4>f which was formed a noose, and which catching hold.of 

some ot the largest bushes, brought tliem away in an instant^ 

and discovered to us that the roots of the shrubs were fast*- 

.ened to nothing but a much decayed weather*»beaten rod^ 

incapable of afibrding them support sufficient to withstand 

the smallest weight. Another seaman, who seemed 6cotik 

despair to have imbibed an extraordinary degree of courage^ 

followed the first man out on tlie mast, with the intention 

of throwing himself from the end upon the n^ercy of the 
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rock ! lie hnd prooec^dcd to the extremity of the top-gnllMit- 
maiti And was on the pohit of leaping ttinong the bu»hei«, 
when the pole of the mayt| unuble to NUiitain hid weighty gftv« 
wfty, and precipitated him into the hoNom of the wavei t u 
the fall wftM Ht leant forty feet in heighti it wm aoine timii 
liefore he made his appearance alxwe the nurflice of the w»«' 
Hr, and when he did, every one r xpcete<l t<i aee him daahod 
to pieecM among the roctctt, but he had fortunately carried 
down Wfth l)im the pieiT of the broken mart, to which wert 
ftatened dome dmall ropcN, and by olin|;ing fiuit to them, he 
prcdcrved lib head above MHier, at the interval* of the wavea 
needing, until a tackle wan flxed to lumt him up. All our 
hopes of being navcd by mciinN of tlie mizen niaat were now 
blasted ; and yet some deciNive measure 8e«»me<l absolutely ne« 
eessary $ for^ as the storm did not abate in the smalleNt degreoi 
we began still more to dread that the ship would part| as 
ahe had already bilged on the larboard side | the whole creW 
had besides been so (kttgued, dispirited, and l)enuinbed| that 
tiiey were hardly able to hold out any longer* It was in 
^n to expect outward assistance, as we were not seen fVom 
the town, and the ships which were in sight of us had it not 
In ^heir power to aflbrd us the Icust ni<l. S^^me negroes did 
make their appearance on the top of the rock, and we re- 
quested them to descend a little way in order to receive a 
rope, but whether from fear or mere stupidity, I do not 
know, but in spite of all our entreaties, ])romikeS| and threata, 
these creatures stood gaping in the motit idioUcal maimer, 
sometimes at us, and sometimes at themselves, without mak* 
ing the least motion to approach us. Whilst wc were me- 
ditating in sullen silence on our situation, Mr. Doncaster, the 
chief mate, unknown to any owv^ went out on the bowsprlti 
and having i^ached the end of the jib-boom, was then set^n to 
throw himself headlong into the water ; he had hardly Allien, 
when a tremendous wuve threw liim u])on the rock, and left 
him dry ; there he ren)ained u few moments without motion, 
until a second ^vave washed him still fiu'Uter up, when cling* 
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log to some roughness in the cliffy he effectually preserved his 
hold ; he remained there a few minutes to recruit himself, and 
then began to scramble up the rock, Mr. Doncaster's preser- 
vation was most miraculous ; all the ship's company were 
unanimous in declaring that it was next to an impossibility ; 
it seemed indeed a singular interposition of Providence ia 
our behalf. In about half an hour he, with infinite difficul-* 
ty, reached the summit of the cliff: most anxiously had we 
been watching every step which he took, and praying for 
his safety^ conscious that our preservation depended solely 
upon it. He immediately came round to that part of tfa« 
precipice which was over against our quarter, and descend*; 
ing a little way, he received a rope thrown from the main* 
top ; this he fastened to some trees on the top of the clifl^ 
and we passed the other end of it to the head of the mizea 
top^aast ; this being done, a few of the most expert seamen 
mrarped themselves up on it, carrying with them the end of 
another rope, upon which a tackle was bent, and which thej 
fastened also to the trees ; the other end of the tackle was 
made fast to the mizen mast, and tlie fold of it passed to llie 
crew upon deck ; by means of this rope, which we fastened 
round our waists, and the first rope, by which we supported 
ourselves, warping along it with our hands, we were all ia 
the space of three- hours safely hoisted to the top of the difi^ 
except a few of the most active seamen, who were left to 
the last, and obliged to warp themselves up as the first had 
done. The whole ship's^ompany , consisting of Cjaptain Law- 
rence, Mr. Lawrence, the master, Mr. Doncaster, the chief 
mate, Mr. Lowrie, the surgeon, with twenty-four seamen and 
petty ofl&cers, and three passengers, Mr. Verchild, Mr. Wood, 
and Lieutenant Webber, of the Artillery, having now assem^ 
bled on the rock^ we took leave of our vessel, and bent our 
way towards the town ; nor did oUr difficulties end here, tht 
wiiole pUun before us, in consequence of the raun which had 
fallen, and still was pouring down in great abundance^ pre- 
sented the appearance of a luge.Udc^^ thjiotti^ whidiiwc 
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found our way with much difficulty .^-^In tbote places where 
foads or fu ..ows had been made we frequently plunged up 
to the neck, and were in great danger of being carried down 
by the stream. After wading^ about three miles through 
fields of canesy whose tops could hardly be seen above tht 
water^ wc reached the town of St, John's where we were so 
courteously received by Mr. Cann (who keeps the principal 
tavern there)^ that I believe we should have died for Want 
of food and necessaries^ had it not been for the kind offices 
of a mulatto tailor, to whom wc sent for clothes, and who 
canied us to a house where we were furnished with beds and 
provisions. 

<^ In a few hours afterwards, the wind chopped round to 
the South, from which quarter it blew with the same vio-^ 
lence the whole of the 4th and port of the 5th. The hurri^* 
cane lasted foity-eight hours, during which time it made it 
complete sweep of half the compass, beginning at N. and 
ending at S. This favourable change saved the ship from 
breaking up, and the morning of the 5th, we found her 
lying nearly dry, among the rocks, with five large holes in 
her larboard side; and we were enabled to save some of our 
linen that was floating in the hold." 

The extraordinary preservation of this crew, as ^ven 
above in the narrator's own language, corroborates the ob« 
servations of the Royal Psalmist — '^ They that go down to 
the sea in ships— that do business in the great waters— « 
these see the works of the Lord and his wonders in the 
deep. For he commandeth and raiscth the stormy wind, 
which liftcth up the waves tlicreof: they mount up to th» 
heaven ; they go down again to the depths } their soul is 
melted because of trouble, llicy reel to and fro, and stag-* 
ger like a drunken man, and are at their wit's end*. Then 
they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and he bringeth 
them out' of their distresses. Oh that men would praise the 
Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful UPOflts to the 
childfeiiHof men/'— Psalm 107. 
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\inn, th^ coroner, and a jury, sat on the bodies of Mr. and 
Mrs. Matt, at the Jolly Sailor public-house. 

The first witness was 'Mr. Salter, a surgeon, in Ratclii& 
highway, who gave a technical description of the various 
wounds, and stated that the infant, Timothy Marr, had re- 
oe^red a large incision, three inches in depth, upon the left 
side of its throat, together with several marks of violence on 
the left side of its face. Hie mother of the little inbocent, 
Cecilia Marr, had the left side of the cranium fractured in a 
itlost dreadful manner, and the temporal bone totally de- 
stroyed, with a wound in the left jaw, about two inches in 
length, and extending into the left ear, at the back of which 
there was also a severe wound. Mr. Timothy Marr had his 
nose broken in, the occipiioU bone also fractured, and a vio- 
lent bk>w on the left eye. James Gohen, the appreniice 
boy, had a severe contusion on the forehead and nose, with 
the occipital bone dreadfully shattered, and the brains pro- 
truding, with other marks of violence on his body. 

Margaret Jewell, the servant of Mr. Marr, gave her tes- 
timony in a state of agonized despair. Jt was with the 
greatest difficulty the court could collect a coherent statement 
oiF what she knew of the transaction. Her evidence, as fEir as 
it was collected, Wlas as* follows : " I have lived servant with 
Mr. Marr for some time past. On Saturday night last, my 
master gave me all. note. It then wanted a few minutes 
of 12. Af y master was then busy behind the counter. On 
leaving the house I went to Mr. Tayloi^'s, to procure some 
dysters for my master's supper ; but the shop being shut 
up, I retunied past my master's window, and saw him still 
behind the counter ; I then went to John's-hill, to pay the 
baker, but his shop was shut up also. I then went to ano- 
ther place to get some oysterfe, but found all the shops shut 
up ; upon which I returned again to the door of my mastei^s 
bouse. I found it close shut up, but a light was seen. I 
think I was out about 20 minutes. I rang at the bell^ but 
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no one answered. I rang repeatedly. Whilst Iwas at the door 
the watchman went by on the other side of the way, with a 
jperson in charge. I certainly heard some one Qome up stairs 
whilst I stood at the door> which I thought was my master^ 
to let me in. I am certain I heard the child ory very low. 
1 rang again, and knocked at the door with my foot repeat* 
edly. A man came up to the door, whilst I was standing 
there, arid insulted me very much. I thought I would wait 
till the watchman came. He called the hour one, and came 
to the door. He told me to move on, not knowing me ; up- 
on which I told him I was locked out, and that I belonged 
to the house, ^nd thought it very strange. He then observ- 
ed, that he (Mr. Marr) had not locked the door. The watch- 
man rang the bell, and called Mr. Marr through the key- 
hole. Mr. Murray, the next door neighbour, came out and 
asked what was the matter. Tlie watchman told him 
I was locked out. I still stood at the door till Mr. Murray 
came again, when he said there was a strong light back- 
ward. Mr. Murray then went backwards, whilst another 
watchman^ who had joined the first, made an alarm. 
Then Mr. Murray got into the house backwards, and opened 
the street-door, where I was still standing, with the watch- 
man, and I saw-^" [Here the poor girl, struck with the 
remembrunce of her mistress*s mangled and bleeding body, 
which presented itself on the opening of th^ door, was so 
overpowered^ that she fainted on the spot, and was carried 
out in a state of insensibility.] ' 

Mr. John Murray, pawnbroker, No. 80, Ratcliff-highway, 
stated^ that about 10 minutes after 12, on Sunday morning 
last, he was sitting at supper with his family^ and heard a 
noise in Mr. Marr*8 house^ which appeared to be on the 
shop floor, and resembled the foiling of a shutter or a chair $ 
and the sound of a voice> as if proceeding from a person 
under the impulse of fear, or correction ; like a boy's or 
woman's. This all occurred in about the space of $i mi- 
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nutc. A little before one he heard a violent ringing at Mr. 
Marr's bell, which continued at intervals, till about a quar- 
ter past one* He then went out to ascertain the cause of 
the ringing. Witness then described his clambering over a 
tvall at the rear of Mr. Marr's house, and entering it, where 
he found the bodies of Mr; and Mrs. Marr, the infant, and 
James Gohen, as already described, weltering in their blood, 
and lifeless, though still warm. He stated that Mr. and 
Mrs. Marr came into the house No. 29, Ratcliff-highway, 
about the latter end of April last. Mr. Marr seemed to be 
about 24 years old, and Mrs. Marr about the same age. 
The child was about 14 weeks old. 

6. Olney, a watchman, stated, that on Sunday morning, 
about lialf-past one o'clock, h&was standing at. Mr. Marr's 
door, with the servant girl, when Mr. Murray opened the 
door from the inside, and he went in directly. Mr. Murray 
said, ^' For God's sake come in, and see what dreadful mur- 
d^ is here.'^ Witness first saw Mrs. Marr lying on her 
face, with all her clothes covered with blood, and her feet 
towards her door, which at first prevented its being opened. 
She was dead, but not cold. Her brains seemed to be hang- 
ing out on one side of her head, and he saw a great deal, of 
blood about. Witness then described the situation of the 
other bodies, which has been already sufficiently stated. 

This was all the evidence adduced before the Jury. The 
ftfalp-carpenter's maul, which th^ desperate villains had left 
behind them, as before observed^ was produced, covered with 
blood, and human hair still adhering to it ; which left no 
doubt that this was the instrunient with which the horrid 
facts were perpetrated. The Jury, without hesitation, re- 
turned a verdict of WUJul Murder, against some person or 
persons unknown. 

While these mvestigations were proceeding, the premises 
were examined by the Sheriffs of London, and by all the 
Ms^trates ; rewards were offimd^ and associations entered 
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into, and nightly watch kept up against, the common enemy, 
end several persons taken up and examined, but no due 
found, to detect the murderers ; and while every exertion was 
making, another murder was committed on the same spot, 
nearly equal in extent and atrocity to the last, of the fe» 
inily of Mr. and Mrs. Williamson, and their woman servant, 
on Thursday December 19, 1811, at the sign of the King's 
Arms, No. 81, New Gravel-lane, which increased the hor- 
for of the inhabitants; the particulars of whidi will appear, 
by the relation of the witnesses summoned on the Coroner's 
Inquest. 

coroner's inquest on the dead bodies. 
On Saturday afternoon, at two o'clock, an Inquest was 
held at the Black Horse, New Gravel-lane, on the bodies of 
Mr. and Mrs. Williamson, and their servant, Bridget Har- 
rington, before Mr. Unwin, coroner for the district. 

John Turner sworn. — I am a sawyer by trade, in the em- 
ploy of Messrs. Scarlett and Cook ; I have lodged in the 
house of Mr. Williamson, in New Gravel-lane, for about 
eight months ; I lodged in the front garret, which is two 
floors from the ground floor ; I board at my brother's, who 
lives near Mr. Williamson's ; I went from my brother's to 
Mr. Williamson's on Thursd{iy evening last, about twenty 
minutes before seven o'clock, as near as I can say ; when I 
went in Mrs, Williamson was standing at the front door, 
and followed me ; Mr. Williamson was sitting in the middle 
room in his great chair ; the servant was in the back room, 
I saw no other persons in the house but those three ; Mr. 
Williamson told me to sit down ; I stood by the fire ; a little 
man came in, whose name I understand to be Samuel Phil- 
lips — he came in, according to his usual custom, for a pint 
of beer, and told Mr. Williamson that there was a stout 
man, with a very large coat on, passing in at the inner glass 
door in the passage ; Mr. Williamson catching up the caa« 
dlestick, said, ^« I'll sec wliat be wants." He went oat witb 
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the candle in his hand, and returned, spying, ^^ he could not 
see him, but if he did see him, he would send him where he 
ought, or would not like to go/' Phillips went out with 
his beer, and Mr. Anderson came in directly afterwards^^he 
did not stay above two or three minutes. Shortly after* 
wards the servant raked out the fire, and I went to bed, at 
which time Mrs. Williamson followed mc up stairs taher 
own room, with a watch and silver punch ladle. This was 
the last time I saw either of them living. I heard Mrs. 
Williamson lock the bed-room door and go down stairs 
again. There is no fastening to my room door. I went to 
bed, and had not been there above five minutes before I 
heard the front door banged to very hard. Immediately af- 
terwards I heard the servant exclaim, ^^ We are all murder* 
ed,'' or ^^ shall be murdered," two or three times, I cannot 
exactly say which of the expressions she made use of ; I had 
not been asleep. I heard the sound of two or three blows, 
but with what weapon I cannot say. Shortly after I heard 
Mr. Williamson cry out, ^^ I am a dead man 1'' I was in 
bed still. About two minutes afterwards I got out of bed, 
and listened at the door, but could hear nothing; •I went 
down to the first floor, and from below heard the sound of 
three heavy sighs ; I heard some person walk across the 
middle room of the ground floor very lightly $ I was then 
half way down the last pair of stairs, and naked ; I went ta 
the bottom of the stairs, and the door stood a little on the 
jar. I passed through the opening, and by the light of the 
candle that was burning in the room, I saw a man, apparent- 
ly near six feet high, in a large rough Flushing coat, of a dark 
colour, which reached down to his heels ; he was standing 
with his back towards me, apparently leaning over some per- 
son, as if in the act of rifling the pockets, as [heard some silver 
rattle, and saw him rise and open his coat with bis left handy 
aiid put his right hand to his breimt, as if to put somethiiig' 
ia his pocket; I did not see his faefe, and I -only -saw that? 
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one person. 1 was fearful, %nd went up stairs as quick, but 
as softly as. I could; I thought first of getting under the 
bed, but I was fearful 1 should be found ; I then took the 
two sheets, tied them together, fastened them to the bed 
post, opened the window, and lowered myself down by the 
sheets. The watchman sprang his rattle ; Mr. Fox come up, 
and said, ^^ break the door open." Mr. Fox went over the 
way, and came back again with a hanger. I have frequently 
seen Mr. Williamson's watch ; it is a small thick silver wateh, 
with a glass ; it had a gold coloured chain, and a large seal 
with a stone in the bottom. I saw Mr. Williamson playing 
with the chain on lliursday night, when 1 was standing at 
the Are. I never saw an iron crow in the house. to my 
knowledge. 

George Fox sworn — I reside in New Gravel-lanf, oppo- 
site the house of the deceased. On Tliursday night, as the 
clock was going 11, 1 come to the top of New Grayd4tDe, 
in my way home ; I saw two watchmen standing at Mr. 
Williamson's door ; when 1 came up to them, 1 asked what 
was the matter ? Mr. Lee, the landlord of the Black Horse, 
was along with the watchmen. I was told the house was 
being robbed, if not the people being murdered in it. Seve« 
ral other persons coming up soon after, I begged of them to 
knock hard, and if there was no answer, I proposed to break 
open the door, and I would be answerable for the conse* 
qucnces. They did knock, and received no answer. VVhile 
tbey were breaking open the door, I ran across to my own 
house for a hanger, which the servant immediately gave, 
without my going in doors ; the door and the front cellar 
window were immediately broke open ; three or four per- 
sons went down the cellar window, while myself and three 
Of four went in at the door. We looked in at the fore-room, 
which was in darkness i we went into the middle-room, oc- 
cupied as a kitchen, where there was a light burning on a 
table ) .tlum I saw Mrs. Williamson lying upon her faee. 
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along the hearth, with her h^ad tow^ds the dobry with hep 
throat cut, and tbe blood . flowing from the woutid, ap^ 
parently dead ;. she had all her clothes on ; some key^ 
and a box were lying by the side of her ; and it appeared 
to me that her pdckets had been rifled; the servant,* 
Bridget H^brrington,: ^ing between Mrs. Williamson and the 
fire-place ih the same ditection, with, her throat cut, and the 
Uodd flowing from it ; the fire w^s out, and materials laid 
ready to' light in the moiling ; she was also coifipletely 
dressed) and appeared to have received a violent blow on* 
the bead. I immediately called out, ^^ Where is the old 
man Williamson ?'' I was answered from those in the cel- 
lar, ^ Here he is, with his throat cUt." I went part of the 
way down,' and saw him lying' upon his back in th^ (fellaf ;^ 
I immediately, with others,' proceeded to search' the house; 
I went into the back room, pext to that in which I had- 
f(niQd> Act bodies of Mrs. Williamson and the servant, and 
found that the inside shutter of one of the back windows had 
bei^ taken down, and the sash thrown up ; in about hsdf 
an hour afterw£»rds I examined' the window more closely, 
;»d saw the window shutter, which had been taken down, 
i^laiiced with bloody apparently with the print of a habd,' 
and there Was also, blood upon the inside iron bat. When 
I fibrst saw the wiildow open, I begged somebody would go 
up stairs and search the house, while I remained at the win- 
cbow. I stopped at that window to prevent any retreat; Mr. 
MaUet, the chief clerk of the Shadwell Police, and two po- 
lice ofGeers. went with me to search for the offenders^ but 
'mthout eflfect,- at different houses^ in consequence <5f infor- 
mation that two suspicious pei'sons bad goiie along Shad- 
well JHigh- street. Soon after I got into the house, I saw 
John Turner, who h^d/I was informed, made his escape out 
of the' window, and gave him in charge to the watchman. ^ 
William Salter sworn. — I am a surgeon, and live in Katr: 
cjiff-highway ; I have minutel/ inspected the bodies of. the 
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feveral fMytiet dcceaaed, by the ^rectimi of tlie coroner^ 
Mid found the following narks of Tioleiiee upon their bo-* 
dies : namely, J. Williamson has a wowid extending from 
ike lefk ear, to within two inches of the right, penetrating 
through the trachea or wind-pipe, and down to the verte* 
brie of the neck ; and the tibia, or laige bone of the riglit 
leg, fractured a little above the ancle, qiparently from afUI, 
as if down stairs, because had it been dene by Buy Mhar 
means, I think there must lunre been a laceration of ihe »» 
teguments; no marks of violence. upon an j odier parts.^i*-* 
Catharine Williamson, the right temporal and parietdAMd^ 
fully fractured, apparently from a large poker, or some soell 
instrument, comprehending nearly the whole of the rig^ 
side of the bead ; the throat cut from ear to ear, throi^ th# 
wind-pipe, &c. ; no marks of violence upon any odier pirt* 
— ^Ann Bridget Harrington, the woman-servant, the f^t 
parietal bone laid open, about four inches in length| and twio 
in width, with the bones exposed ; and the throat eat aboiiC 
four inches in length, through the wind-ptpe ; no othet 
marks of violence appear. • I conceive their throats l9 have 
been cut with a razor, as none but such sharp instmfllettl; 
could have cut so deep, without tearing the parts, wbi<^ is 
.not the case in this instance, their throats being cut by 
one incision. On each of their bodies there is siifl&eieat 
causes of death appearing. 

Samuel Mullenoir, a cooper, who lived opposite the honsi^ 
of the deceased, said, that when he came out from viewinff 
the dead bodies, he was met by two girls of the town, who 
informed him, two men ran past them— one in a while 
rough coat, and the other a short man. 

The Jury, after a patient considemtion of the whole of 
the evidence, from two o^dock, until seven on Saturday 
evening, returned a verdict of— fVUful mutder againsi smne 
person or persons unknowtu 

Mr. and Mrs. WilUafmsoft had ktptf tiie sign of the Kkig's 
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Anm iftett yean, and were duuractars highly reipectidde; 

and they invariably cloaed up their house every night at 11 

o'fdqck« About ten miiratea before U, on the night of the 

mwder^ Mr. Aniastm, a particular friend of Mr. William* 

Wkf caned for a pot of beer;* Mrs. WilUamson drew it^ and 

flid to Mr. Anderson, she would send it, and while she was 

tewing the beer, Mr. Vt^amson, who was sitting by the 

file, said to Mr. Anderson, <' You are an officer ; there 

kss been a fellow listeniii^ at my do(Mr, with a brown coat 

oq; if you should see him, take him into custody, or send 

fcr me/' — ^whidi he promised to do ; the beer was taken by 

tke servant, and Mr. Anderson only living next door but 

one, she returned before he had Idt the house. In less than 

twenty minutes after this transactiMi, he heard a ndse, and 

as soon as he had left his house, to discover the meaning of 

it, he saw the lodger lowering lumself down into the street, 

by the sheets, which he had tied together, and which were 

fintened to the post of the bedstead. l%e watchman caught 

the lodgor in his arms. Mr. Anderson with his sword, a 

butcher witii an axe, and a man with a poker, broke open 

the flap of the cellar window. They all entered, and found 

Mr. Williamson lying on his bade, with his legs up the 

alairs, and his head downwards ; by his side was an iron 

dow, about three feet long, much stained with blood. He 

had received a wound on his head, his throat was cut, and 

his right 1^ much bruised, and his hand severely cut.-* 

FVom these marks of violence, it was supposed Mr. William«- 

em made great resistance^ bong a very powerful man. He 

was about 66 years of age. His wife #as about^, and their 

servant about 50. 

Mrs. Williamson's grand-daughter, named Kitty Still* 
well, about fourteen years of age, was gone to bed, and 
asleep, in the two pair of stairs, during the time, where she 
was found by Mr^ George Cleugh, the beadle, whp had 
be^^ped to brodi mto the house with an iron ciow. 

b2 
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' Crovernm^nt offered a reward of bbOl. for- the discwvery of 
ihe perpetrators, which, with the 200 guineas oflfered by- the 
parishes of Shadwell and Ratcliffe, made a totfd of 7-101. be*^ 
sides 20 guineas to any person' who could prove €hi«9U 
4ng of the iron crow4)ar, found on the premises, in addi- 
tion to the many rewards, offered on the discovery of iht 
murder of Mr. Marr's family, to a great amount. The housei 
-of more than forty labourers, in the neighbouriiood of Ep- 
ping Forest, were examined by the police, on the Friday, 
und expresses sent to the sea-ports to stop all suspicious 
persons. There was every reason to think that the mur* 
<ierers of the Marr family were concerned in the acts of 
blood in Gravel-lane, and that, from the repetition of the 
outrage, as well as other concurring circumstances, they 
lived on the spot, at least not far distant, ind Were well ac- 
quainted with its locaiities ^ and this in the sequel, prov- 
ed to be correct. 

Whitehall, December 2l,Wll. 
Whereas it has been humbly represented to His Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent, that between the hours of 
eleven and twelve o'clock on the night of Thursday the 19tK 
instant, as the watchman was going his rounds in New Gra- 
vel-lane, Shadwell, in the county of Middlesex, he observed 
^ a young man, who was a lodger at the public house, called 
• the King's Arms, and kept by Mr. John Williamson, lower- 
ing himself down by two sheets, from a two pair of stairs 
window, who told him that the family were murdered, 
whereupbti the door was immediately broken open, and the 
bodies of Mrs. Catharine William^son, and her maid servant 
Bridget Harrington, were found murdered in the tap-room^ 
Tind the said Mr. John WiUiamson was found in tlie cellar^ 
in the same state ; His Royal Highness, for the better- ap^ 
prehending tmd bringing to justice the persons concerned 
in the atrocious murders^ is hereby pleased, in the name 
and on the behalf of His Majesty, to promise His Majesty's 
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niost gracious pardon to any one of them, (except the per- 
son or persons who actually pi^rpetrated the said murders), 
wlio shall discover his or their accomplice or accomplices 
therein, so that he, she, or they rauiy be apprehended and 
convicted thereof. And as a further encouragement, a re- 
ward of Five Hundred Pounds is hereby plTered to any 
person making such discovery, as aforesaid, (excepting, a^ 
before excepted), to be paid on the conviction of any one or 
more of the offenders, by the Bight Honourable the Lords 
Cmnmissioners of His Majesty's Treasury. 

R. Ryder. 

In consequence of this notice of goveniment, a number of 
suspected persons were taken up, and kept in clbse confine* 
nient : in the mean time, every instrument of death that 
was found near the unfortunate sufferers, was strongly ad- 
vertised, but to no purpose, till the following advertisement 
appeared. 

Thames PoUce-O^ce, fVapping, 

Whereas it is most particularly necessary, that any person 
who may possess any knowledge of the maul with which 
the lat^ barbarous murder in Ratciiff-highway appears 
to have been committed, should come forward and make 
the same knpWB : the Magistrates have caused the same 
%o be again describc^d, and do most solemnly aad urgently 
require, that every person who may be enabled to give the 
slightest information respecting it, do immiediately acquaint 
the Magistrates therewith.— The maul may be seen by any 
«uch person, on applipation at this Office : the handle of the 
maul is 23 incheslong > the head, from the face to the extremity 
af the pin-end, is eight inches and a half 5 it has a flaw iu 
the face, and the pin^-end has beeu broken off in flakes; 
it is marked faintly witb^ the letters J. P. in dots on the 
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crewfii near iiui faeei and appeara to bave bean ao marked 
with ft joeppering punch. 

By order of the Maglatratei^ 

December TOth^ 181 1 . £. W. Symons^ Chief CMk. 

ThU advertiaement having appeared hi the papen, Mr. 
Vermtlloei then emiiined in Newgate^ for a amidl debti im^ 
mediately recollected the mauli and gave prlvateinfofrmationto 
the magifftrateii which led to the apprehenabn of John Wil- 
liamsi on Monday the SBrd^ on auspicion of being concern* 
ed in the late murderi. He underwent a long interroga- 
tion at Shadwell Police OfRcCi in connequence of whichi ii 
led to auch a train of circumitantial evidence againat hhn^ 
that muit completely aatlafy every mind^ that If he waa not 
(he aole perpetrator, he waa the principal actor* 

The following train of important drcumatancea^ through 
the activity and intelligence of the police, waa very likely to 
diapel the myatery that had ao long concealed the perpetra* 
tora of the above Crimea. More than twenty peraona had 
been taken into euatody, on auapicion of being concerned, 
but moat of them having aatiafaetorlly demonatrated ihehr 
innocence, had been diacharged. The man, however, againat 
whom a great body of aubatantlal evklence had been col- 
leeted, implicating him in the murder of both the Marr and 
WUliamaon Aimiliea, waa apprehended on Monday i John 
Wllllama, i deaperate character, and of Irregidar habita. 
Hia firat examination took place at the Shadwell Police Of- 
fice^ on Monday the 38rd, when the drcumatancea of aua- 
pielon alleged againat htm were, that he had been ftequently 
aeen at the houae of Wllliamaon the publican, and that he 
had been more particularly aeen there, about aeven oVloek 
on Thuraday evening laat ) that on the aame evening he did 
not go home to hia lodglnga, M the Pear-tree/ until about 
19, when he deafared a fcttoMT-lodgeri a foreign aailor, to put 
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out his candle. Previous to this melsmcholjr tra&sa(rtia6^ 
he had little or no monejr^ haying borrowed 6d. the prt<Mri^ 
ing evening of his landlady ; and tKait when he was taken 
into custody, he had a good deal of silver. On his pefsOA 
was found a duplicate for two pair of shoes^ pledged for 8$., 
and IZ. 14^. in silver, with a 12. note. These suspicious cir- 
cumstances having heen proved against him, the magistrates 
desired him to give an account of himself. He avowed that 
lie had been at Mr. Williamson's on Thursday evening, 
and at various other times. He had known Mr. and Mrs. 
Williamson a considerable time, and was very intimate there. 
On llnrsday evenings when he wad talking to Mrs. W^ 
liamson, she was very cheerful, and patted ktm on the 
dieek, when she broughl htm some liquor. He was cimsi- 
dered rather in the light of a friend, than a mere customer 
tff iht house. When he left thehr house he went to a sur- 
geon's in Shadwell, for the purpose of getting advice for the 
cure of his leg, which had been a c^onsideraiMe nuHibet of 
years disabled, in consequence of an diA wound. FtMk tiieMe 
he went to a female operator in the same neigMxiufhood^ 
in hopes of his getting his cufe econpl^ted at xi iMt MpeiMt 
than a suigeon's charge. He then W#nt fitrthet west^ and 
met some femate acqudntnaei^, and after vlriting smranl 
public-houses, hcf returned tohis ladgklfpi, and w#fil ta bad. 
The dreumstance of his ie$iAag Ma tSlkm^hd^fn t^ j^ awl 
bis candle, arose in consequtinaa df Ml flfldiif tim tiHH% 
who was a German, lying in bed wflht aaBttain ma^li^lil^ 
a book in the other, uid a pipe in hfe ifioaili. 9mlihg Aim 
in that situation, and appTehencUng thai tha bsMt migba 
be set on fire bf his eaTekssness^, he told him to put ralMl 
lights, and not expose the honsc to the daiq|er oS Mag * 
burnt down to the ground. He aaeauntal fa^ the 
sion of the money found upon hittr^ as t^e produce of 
wearing-apparel he left as pki^aa «l a p(Mr AiKokef^ii* Hi 
never made any mysta^ dFiyNibvflllf taHlkaiJil^Vn^^ 
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son's on Thursday evening ; on the contrar}', he told hk 
landlady, and several other people, that he had been with 
poor Mrs. Williamson and her husband a very short time 
before they were murdered, and remarked how cheerful Mrs. 
Williamson was. 

Under all the circumstances of the case, the prisoner wot^ 
however, remanded for further examination. 

After 4he examination was closed, and Williams %vas de* 
tained in custody, the following confirmation of the sus^ 
picions entertained of liim, was made known to th^ magi- 
strates. The maul, with which there is no doubt Mr. Marr 
and his unfortunate family were killed, had been missing from 
Mr. Vermilloe's house, where the prisoner lodged, and 
where it had been left for safe-keeping, along with several 
other tools, by a foreign seaman, named John Peterson, 
who was by trade » ship's carpenter. The maul was marked 
with the itiitials J. P. and the other tools found in Mr. Ver- 
milloe's house, bore precisely similar characters. Mr. Ver-. 
milloe, who was confined in Newgate for debt, was unable 
to attend for the purpose of confirming these circupistances; 
but Mr. Capper, the magbtrate, went with the maul to 
Newgate, for the purpose of interrogating him upon this 
subject. Mr. Vermilloe immediately recognised it as the 
instrument which had been left in his custody by Peterson, 
and said, that, although he would not positively swear that it 
was the same, yet the confidence he certainly entertained 
of its identity was very much confirmed by the circumstance- 
of the sharp point of the maul in question being broken ;. 
and he remember^ having broken the point of Peterson 's- 
maul one day when he was breaking up some fire-wood. 

On Tuesday evening Williams was again brought before-, 
the magistrates, for farther exomination. 

John Turner, the lodger, described tht situation in which. 
he first descried tlie villain rifling t|^e pockets of Mrs. WiU- 
I, and ftutlier slated, that while he was going dowa 
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stairs, he was store he heard a man slowly waUdng in the 
sitdng-room^ and that his shoes cracked : he was confidait 
the man could not have nails in his shoes. The witness 
could not swear to the prisoner being the man he saw in 
that situation, though he had frequently seen him in Wil- 
liamson's house. 

Mrs. Rice, a laundress, residing In Union-street, Shad- 
well, stated, that she was sister-in-law to Mrs. Vermilloe, 
the prisoner's landlady. She had washed for the prisoner 
about three years, and knew his stock of linen perfectly 
well. She had not washed for him the last fortnight. 
• The magistrate here rigidly examined this witness.— Q. 
,Have you not seen blood on his shirts ? Yes, 1 have, on one 
fi them. — Have you seen any blood on his shirts since last 
Saturday week ? Yes I have : one of his shirts was bloody 
about the collar, Ukt the mark of two fingers. — ^Was there 
DO other part stained ? I took no particular notice, the shirt 
.was torn in the breaist.— Did you not take notice of the shirt 
being torn ? Yes, but judged the prisoner had been quar- 
relling, he might have had the shirt torn. — ^Whenwasit 
you had this shirt without being torn ? Last Thursday week. 
-—Will you swear there were no other marks of blood on the 
shirt ? There was a little blood on the arms, and several 
spots on other parts of the body ; but taking no particular 
notice at the time, I washed it, and kept the shirt, in order 
to mend it. — Have you washed out all the stains ? I think 
I must, fori boiled it well in hot water, — What linen have 
you gen^irally washed for the prisoner ? Four linen shirts 
and some stockings j but never any white handkerchie& i the 
prisoner used to wear black handkerchiefs.— [The prisoner 
wore a white handkerchief on his exammation.] 

Mrs. Vermilloe, the landlady of the Pear-tree, where the 
prisoner lodged, stated, that she had known him some 
years. Her husband was a prisoner for debt in Newgate. A 
young sailor, named John Peterson, a Swede, who had gone 
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abroddy had left a bhest of UmAs wiA her hu^and^ to keef^ 
safe for him, until his return from sea. l%ere were two or 
three mauls in Uiat chest three weeks ago, but within that 
time they had disappeued. The box which contained them 
was always unlocked^ and any body in the house might have 
access to it. U was in the sapijs room where the prisoner^ 
sea*bed was deposited. I^ost of the mauls and others took 
belonging to Peterson, were marked with initials J. P.; &ne ^ 
them her husband had sometimes used. She herself could 
not spe|Lk positively as to any of the tools, nor was she sure 
she could recognise them if produced. 

The blpod-stained instrument with which the unfortunate 
Mr. Marr and family were dispatched^ was then produced^ 
at sight of which the witness was agitated, and shrunk back 
with horror and consternation. It was with great difllcatty 
she could be got to look at it steadily. ' She was desired to 
say whether she had not seen that instrument in her hus* 
bsmd's house, and whether it was not the stune with which, 
her husband sometimes brc^e up wood? She answejN- 
ed, that she might have seen it, but she could not be posi- 
tive. The question was put to her in various ways, but her 
answer was, it was like the maul that was missing^ but she 
could not swear to it. 

Mrs. {lice interposed, and sai|d, that her little boys could 
speak po^tively as to the identity of the maul, as she haj 
frequently heard them describe a broken pointed maul, with 
which they^jused to play in the square, near their aunt's 
house. 

The boys were then sent for. During the absence of the 
messenger, the prisoner begged to account for the manner 
in which the shirt, given to the laundress on Friday night 
fortnight, became torn and staineil with blood. Hesaid^ 
he had been dancing with his coat and waistcoat off, at the 
hous*; where he lodged, about half past eleven o'clock ii( 
ni^ ; and his sport being stopped by the watdiman^ be 
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lad retired tlais undressed, to tftv Roial Oal, tb treat hii^ 
aromcian. In the Royal Oak kr nbet whb » nnmber of imti 
c6al-heavers playing cards, amd they ins&ted upon his play- 
ing wMi tben. He eonsenledy after muoh entreaty, and 
lost 9 MWnig's wortb of liquor. He was thetv fee re^ 
tUmg peremptorily, when » sonfile ensued between hiib and! 
doe of Ihe party, who seized bim by the shirt eoHsr, Which 
he tort, and then stnck hha m blow on the mouth, wMch 
est his lip, and ftom that wound isMUeA Aie Mood wMoh 
stained his shirt. 

. The miqpiltratei told himr to confinie hitnfsetf to the shirt 
fmaA bloody on Thiireday week,' to wllioh oaution he pud 
no apparent attention. 

Bfichatl Gvthpefson aoi^d Johin Harrfsbn^ two Pnisi^MS' 
Mkrsy who were feUow-lodgers of Ate priso^^Sy provtd, 
that he did not come home till near one o^doek, on IJhe 
i^gl^ oif the mxnrder of Mr. Mwr aiitd family^ The former 
«f these witnesses, opon seeing the maul, said if was tnvy 
much like one be had seen Mts. Vermilloe's nephews fte* 
qnently pli^ with in the yard. 

William Rioe, a little boy, aboat eleven yeati» old,^ the 
nephew of Mrs. VeftHilloe^ was then iskcd if he had erev 
played with a large hammef ; Yue answered, he had, that bis 
brother and he used to play at carpenters' with it, and that 
lie should know it again, for it was broke Hx thie' point. 

Upon being shewn the actual maul in qaestibn, he reoog- 
nilttd it,, and said he wails quite sufeitwasihe ^ame he had 
frequently pbyed with. He had not, however, seen it for 
abont a month before^ bat he was piDsitive it was the same : 
mnd he dared to say his" brother would say the same also. 
. The piisoner was remanded for fisuMier etamination. 

On Wednesday morning the magistrates* went again to 
Newgate, and had another interview with Mr.VermHIoct, 
tiie landlord of the Pear-tree, whiof he identified the ripping 
ehisei, fcrandat»Mr.>Rtarifbhoutfe^asbstogonoef P«t»sM^ 
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tools. Mrs. Vermilloe^ who was present at this interview, 
gave in an unonbarrassed manner, decisive informati<m a* 
to the identity of the blood-stained maul. 

John Cuthperson, a- fellow-lodger of Williams^ stated to 
the magistrates, tliat on the morning after the murder of 
Kr. Williamson, when he got up, h^ saw a pair of his own 
stockings lying behind his chest, very much dirtied -with ' 
fresh mud. He took them dovm stairs into the tapHnoom, 
where 4ie [found Williams. He asked him who had dirtied 
his stockings in that manner ? Williams said^ ^' Why I are 
they yours ?— *^ Yes, they are mine,'* the Witness replied. 
Some little dispute then ensued, as to their right ownenhipy 
when Williams took them into the back yard^ and after 
washing the dirt off, returned them to the witness. He is 
quite sure Williams had on at the time a pair of light thoea, 
which creaked a good deal when he walked. 

On Thursday John Fred. Bichterson, a Dane, was brought 
before the magistrates. The circumstance of sospicion 
alleged against him, was in consequence of a pair of Jblae 
trowsers having been found under his b^, in a damp atate^ 
with the appearance of mud having been imperfectly washed 
away from the knees downwards. The prisoner said he 
knew of no mud being upon them, acknowledged having 
brushed, but denied having washed them. He stated that 
he lodged in the isame house with Williams formbout twelve 
weeks and three or four days, but knevv little of him, «xoept 
as a fellow-lodger. On the night of the murder of Mr. 
M arr and fmnily, a few minutes before Williams came home, 
there was a knodc at the door, and he went down to open 
it, when he found the key had been taken from the inside 
of the lock, and he called to the mother of Mrs. VermiUoe, 
the landlady, to come down and open the door. Hearing 
her coming down stairs, he went up to his own room. A fe# 
minutes afterwards Williams came in. It was then almost 
half past one o-doek. About three or four days before^ 
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Williams was taken up^ I>e observed that the large sandy'* 
coloured whiskers which had before formed a striking feature 
of Williams's appearance^ had been cut off. About eleven 
o'clock on the day after the murder of Mr. Marr and family^ 
the examinant went from curiosity to examine the premises^ 
which he entered, and saw the dead bodies. From thence 
he returned to the Pear*tree, where he found Williams in 
the back yard, washing out hb stockings, but he did not tdl 
Williams where he had been. On being asked by the ma- 
gistrates, why he did not tell Williams, the examinant an* 
swered, ^^ he did not know-— he could not tell.'' He was then 
questioned respecting his knowledge of the maul, and also 
the ripping-chisel, which is about an inch in diameter, and 
between two and three feet in length, flattened at the end, 
but not with a cutting edge. The maul, he said, resembled 
one he had seen about the Pear-tree public-house, but he 
could not identify it ; had heard the captain of a vessel, 
with whom Williams sailed, say, that if ever he went on 
fihore again he would certainly be banged. The above par- 
ticulars were obtained from the witness with difficulty. 
Cornelius Hart and Jeremiah fltzpatrick, suspected of being 
intimately ao^jfiiainted with Williams, were examined. It 
was proved that they had oocancmaUy drunk with him, and 
that on Thursday se^nnight the former had attempted to 
obtuii admittance at the Pear-tree^ having been locked oixt 
of his home. 

Mrs. Hoare, who kept a chandkr't shqi in SirVlHUiam 
Warren's-square, next door but one to Pear-tree courl| and 
adjoining to the house kept by Mrs. Vermilloe, yfikest 
Williams lodged, acquainted the magistrates, that on the 
Saturday before Marr's murder^ about half past one o'clock 
in the morning, she was getting up Mnen^ when she bend a 
noise, as if a man was attempting to break into the hoiiae. 
She was frighten^, and askedt ** who was there}'' A voiee 
answered, whi^ ahe Jmew to be \Viiliams'$^ <U am ^sobr 
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ber !" she answered, '^ whether you are a robber or eM, I 
will let you in, and am glad to see you." WilUama entered, 
seating liimself down till the Watchman was eaUing ih6 hoa* 
of past two o'clock ; Williams got up froin his diatr, asked 
ber if she would haTe a glass i She aasonted, but as he 
would not go for it, she went to the Pear-tree publierhDUse^ 
and could gain no admittance. She returned, when Williami 
enquired how many rooms there were in her house, and the 
situation of her back premises ? Slie replied, there #et^ 
three rooms, and that her back-yard- communicated with 
Mrs. Vermillbe's bouse. The watchman came inta Afrs» 
Hoare^s house, whidb WtUiams reaiited for some time. The 
watchnum told Mrs. Hoare, that he had picked up a eluael 
by the side of her window,, Williams run out, uixJMeiyied, 
at tins information i soon afterwards he returned ; the watch*^ 
man was going when Williams stopped him, and desired 
him to go to the Pear-tree and get some liquor. . WhiJe.tbe 
watchman was gone, for the liquor, Williams took up the 
chisel, and said .^ 2>-^n my eyes, where did you get this 
chisd?'' The watchman replied, ^^1 found it at Mrs^ 
Hoarcs deor.^' Williams then said, ^^ whoever owned this 
diisel never intended Mrs. Hoare any good.'' . Mrs. Hoare 
did not pait with it, and retained the instrmnent tSl Monday 
last^ Hearing thstf WiHiaais .was examined, she went .to 
Mnd. VeimiUoe's, and shewed her the ohisel.*-«^Mrs. Ver* 
milloe looked at it, and compared it with the tools in P^ter- 
aod^a ebest, when it w)Ki ftMndto b^ tlie same mfuks, and 
iadatedit wastakoohoutofherboiise. Mrs. Hoare instant- 
ly dalivertd the .chnd to the magistrates of Shadwell<-^ltif6H 
office^ ia being m £uydmr trice: fto the viUajiy. Mrs. Ho^re 
said she knew WflUama for eleren weeks; he f»e<|aeaitl]r 
nanadl hc» diild^ and iised to joke with her dai^btei^ and 
ioase ftdted her MrlMtfa«r:qltt.-i»aRdil>c>fid^ite&ed.if hQ«(Une 
ialko d^<i£ fh«ji^ tor hiair Jicd-iNde. , IIm dai«ltl»p.|ie>- 
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Both the mother and daugbier ihooght WUIiams an agrcea* 
ble young man, and nertr thought he eould be the m?m 
who would attemprt to rob or marder. 



On FViday an immense concourse of persons assembled at 
Shadwell poKce^ifiee for the purpose of witnessing the ex- 
ammation of Williams, against whom suspicion had been so 
litroDgiy confirmed by a variety of circumstantial testimony. 
All the persons who could give any information respecting 
the late murders, as well as respecting Williams's conduct 
subsequent thereto, were summoned; the maul and ripping- 
chisel were placed on the table, and every arrangement for 
a foil and minute examination of the dreadful occorreners 
was made. While all were waiting in anxious expectation 
for the arrival of the prisoner, the oncers who had been 
dispatched to Cold Bath^fields prison to conduct him to tlie 
office, returned with the intelligence, that they found him 
hanging to a cross-bar six feet from the ground, and ex«- 
tending along the ceiling, placed for the accommodation of 
prisoners to throw their linen, clothes, &e. abross. He was 
suspended to the bar by his white neckerchief, tied securely 
about his neck : his body was quite cold, and he had appa**- 
rently struggled hard. He had discovered no material it^ 
pres^bn in his s{Hrits the preceding night, although he had 
fallen away since bis confinement ; thus, by his own hand, 
this monsteTy whose connection in the before-mentioned bar- 
barijties, thene is every nasdn to believe, would have been 
established in |lie most incontrovertible manner, accelerated 
his fiite. 

The magislvates then pfoeeeded to put questions to seve«i 
ral of the witnesses touching Williams's conduct. 

Mrs. Vermitloe was the first that was examined ; she de- 
nied Ihait she bad ever said {when slie was told that her hus- 
band had aeoosed Wittiaiiis as k person whom, he suspected 
as bdbg!oonfievnedki)liie murders of the Manr and WSfiam- 
son families), " Good God, why did he say so ?" One of 
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the officers dedued tfaiit «he had said so ; but she dllowedT 
that she might have said^ " IXd he say so ?'' On beiog tdd 
of Williams's death, she exclaimed, *' Good God, I hope 
not !*' On being asked by the magistrate why she hoped not^ 
she said, because she should be sorry that he should do'such a 
thing, if he was innocent. A lodger in her house, of the 
name of Harrison, she said, went up stairs and called her to 
look at Williams's stockings, which she afterwards washed, 
and she saw that they were muddy till about an indi of the 
white at the top, as if he had been in a ditch full of mud ; 
she also remar|(ed a spot of blood, as if the mark of a bloody 
finger, near the top of one of the stockings. The nu^gis- 
trates asked if she had suspicion of any of his associates, 
as it was clear he could not have perpetrated all those mur- 
ders by himself ; but she positively denied having suspicion 
of any one but Williams. He was not, she said, in. the 
habit of keeping company with Irishmen, as the pecq[>le of 
that country are in general. She always understood from 
Williams that he was an Irishman ; ^nd when she called 
him Williams to one of his friends, he said ^^ his name is 
not Williams ; it is John Murphy, an(4 he was bom at Ban- 
dcm, in Ireland, near where I was born." The first that 
she knew of him was his going out in the Dover Castle East 
Indiaman, and when he came home he lodged in her house. 
He then went out a voyage in the Roxburgh Castle, and had 
beenhomeabout twelve weeks before the murders. On the 
Saturday after Williamson's murder she remarked something 
strange and unusual about bis face; but she could not tell 
what it was, until her sister mentioned to her that Williams 
liad cut off part of his whiskeni. She shewed Williams's 
muddy stockings to a lodger, named Glass, who lequcsted 
her to turn Williams out of the house; but she said she 
would not, until she gave him in charge to an officer, far alie 
was afraid, when she suspected him of the murdeis, that he 
would have murdered her. * She never had anj tuoMcioB of 
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Hm utiiU the nmid nad stockings wene pfodaeei. WtiKans 
W38 aiwmys » maa Df ioamifiiliiig numoen!, and who iaade 
f^WiurlNdMy £ri!e wberercf be went. When she wbs in coA* 
versitioaj in Willkns's pnacoee, with any pcfson 4vho 
might be a stranger to him, he would alw^fis join in it ; 
]^ after tlie warden^ uriien iriie used to be expnessingher 
Ihoiror ftt Uiem to anjr one in WilUam's presence, he would 
widk <Nit into jdieiMssa^ey as if io listen to tbeh' oonveraa^ 
tiop* Once she md to him, how shodced she was at the 
miinler of ptwr ll^ni. WiUiaauon, who aras as good a neighs 
boar as ever she had known. Wilisams said^ it was indeed 
a shocking thing. Na one em asUel en her to ai^ eftef 
WiUiams sinoe he was irat in 'custody, bait a person oained 
Fowler, who said he wosdd soon be cleared. 

Mr* iawrenee, thekndhmlofthe Ship and Royal Orfc 
pabUc*kioase> spoke of the fiuaiiiarttp with which Williams 
Meed to coBse into his house, and sit in die bar. He n^rer 
Iftpd tibe man, tod he ahviqws widied him to keep away from 
kis house. That WiUisms had two or three times sspd, as 
if stnng with f emorse, ^^ that he knew not what was Itie 
matter wilih him, for he feh uneasy, and was smh^ppy iq 
hfs mind." 

Miss Ijwrence, the daughter of the last witness, stated^ 
lluit WiUa»s ased to come into her father's house, 'siid s0| 
in the bar wi& tbe atmost fimnlianty. Sbenevei'apprai^ 
pf his condnct. She told him on Satordi^ week, not tq 
ahew his Aice any mc»nr in her Other's house, 'and €he had 
aot iseen him sinc^^ On Friday, in the evening, he came 
into fl»etr house with his coast off, and said he wanted to fin4 
the police offioers. HeTvastfapavery tipsoy. Sgpie people 
in file tap*room b^gaa to play tiicfas with him. A $nu<f«- 
boK was handed aboat witii jsome ooal-aslkes mixed among 
ihc aauff, of wfaieh he ^partook whcai it if^xs given to hi ra j 
upon which he was going tostrike the person who gave it 
to hioi, bat waw pgrfveoted by somebody's interpo^ti^, 

VOL. V. T 



198 XllUiy'S WOUIIBRFUL MUiBUM. 

• >// m! was no fighting, nor was Williams struck ; nor 
was his mouth' cut^ as he represented, for the^parpose of 
accounting for the blood on his shirt. He then went away, 
but in half an hour afterwards he returned^ and behaved 
very peaceably. 

John Harrison, the sail-maker, and fellow-lodger of Wil- 
liams, was next examined. He stated, that he saw Wil- 
liams in company with the carpenter (Hart). He had heard 
that this was the same man who had been working in Mr. 
Marr's house. Williams came home about half past 12, on 
the night Mr. Marr and family were murdered. In the 
morning, when witness heard of the murder, he told Mn. 
Vermilloc, the landlady. He then went up stairs to Wil- 
liams, and told him also : Williams replied, in a surly man*- 
ner, '^ I know it." He was then in bed, and had not been 
out that morning. Witness said, he might possibly have 
overheard him telling Mrs. Vermilloc*. That morning Wil- 
liams walked out by himself. Witness had been residing the 
newspapers, containing an account of the murder of Mi^. 
Marr, and when he foimd the muddy stockings behind his 
chest, something like suspicion struck him. He then brought 
the stockings down stairs, and shewed thom to Mrs. Ver* 
milloe, and several other people. From this circumstance, 
and from the general conduct of Williams, he was persuad* 
ed he was concerned in the murder. He had told the wit- 
ness tliat he was well acquainted with Mr. Man*. 

One day, as he was walking from the city with Williams, he 
said, that he believed Mr. Marr had money to a consider- 
able amount. When he shewed him the muddy stockings^ 
he took tlietn into the back yard and washed them, at first 
in a rough mantvrr in cold water ; and when witness after- 
wards saw thani, they were quite clean. As witness slept 
iu the same room^ he had an opportunity of observing hia 
conduct since the murders. As )ie strongly suspected he 
WIS concerned in tham, belonged for an opportunity of 
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9HUrching liis clothes, for some marks of ])Iood. Hu *'.'I!^ 
however, always baffled in his intentions ; for^ whenever he 
attempted to approach his bed, he found him awake. He al- 
ways seemed restless, continually turning about inhis bed^and 
much agitated. He overheard him speaking in his sleep. 
One night since the murder, he heard him say in his sleep, 
** Five shillings in my pocket— «my pockets all full of silver/' 
Witness called out to him repeatedly, what is the matter 
with you, and what do you mean ? but he got no answer 
from him. When he slept, he did not seem to be soundly 
iskep, but always disturbed. In the morning after the 
murder of Williamson, he saw a pair of muddy shoes under 
Williams's bed. Witness had always an impression on his 
mind against the prisoner, and always wished for an oppor- 
tODity of bringing forward some evidence against htm. 
• Mr. Lee, the landlord of the Black Hone public-house, 
stated, that Williams always used to make very free in his 
house. He was accustomed to come into the bar and sit 
down. He has seen him push against his wife, and shake 
her pockets, as if to ascertain what money she had. On 
one occasion he took the liberty of pCilling out the till, and 
patting hhi hand into it. Witness remonstrated with him, 
aad said he never sufl'erod any body to meddle with his till 
bat his own family. Williams replied, he only wanted to 
get a halfpenny. He never thought very seriously of this 
matter until he heard of Williams being apprehended. On 
the night Mr. Williamson was murdered, he was standing at 
bia own door, which is directly opposite, waiting for hb 
wife and niece to come from the Royalty theatre. There 
was nobody in the house but himself and two female ser- 
vants.* His thoughts were then occupied in considering the 
atrocious murder of Mr. Marr and family, when he heard 
the faint voice of a man crying ^^ Watch, watch :'' It ap- 
peared to proceed from Mr. Willlamson^s house. At that 
time the lAarm of marder was not giveui but he afterwards 
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suj^ied it WftH the old man crying out for teUef, alfcfr h# 
had been wounded. In about mvch naimitas afterwards h# 
saw Turner descending from the window by the sheeti. He^ 
along with others^ then went up to the house, and bfok» 
into it. 

In coniequehce of Mrs. VcrmiUoe having said, ^^ that tf 
Cornelius Hart had been examined by the magistrates as 
closely as she had been, something more would hare conti 
out/* Hart was again brought before the magbtrates, when 
he gave precisely the saine account of himself that he had 
on. his previous examinations, and his stoty havmg beett 
iionfinned by the enquiries of the officers, he was disehatgadU 
Harrison^ the sailor, underwent a second examination, tdB* 
tive to a new French knife he had seen in the possessioa ct, 
Williams, wliich circumstance ht had omitted to state ott 
his former examination. He had asked Williams to return 
a handkerchief he bad lent him, to which Williams repikAf 
'^ Go and take it out of my pocket)" on doing which, 1|^ 
knife fell out-^it had a white ivory handle and narrow blade* 
Williams told him he had just bought it, Tliis circumstanoe 
occurred three weeks before^ The witness^ after WiHiama 
was token into custody^ searched bis dhest, as well as every 
part of the Pear-tree publics-house, for the knife, but witk" 
out success. Notwithstanding the suggestion of the sur- 
geon who attended the coroner's inquest on the bodies of 
the Williamson family, that the throats had been cut with 
a taaor, there can be little doubt but this dreadful dead, 
must have been accomplished with this inslrument, whioh^ 
though probably not so sharp^ must have been, from ita 
firmness^ much tnore convenient for such a purpose.^— The 
magistrates, in consequence of a suggMtion thatWilCMM 
might have thrown the watdi he ha4 taken ftom Mr. Wii* 
liamson inte the necessary, bdiind the house of Mis. Ver* 
milloe, ordered the place in question td be emptied, 
rigidly examieed^ where it is pfobaUe the kaifis might 
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tittrc hten secreted. Thiii was done^ find a pair of bloc trow-- 
geniy rolled up, wat found, puMhed down by an old brooms n$ 
fir an the handle could push it, but nothing else ; but this 
verjr knife was found on Tuesday, January 14th, 1812.— That 
knife could never be found in Williams's trunk, nor amongst 
any of the clothes he left behind hun at the Pear-tree pub- 
tie^house. The subsequent search to find that deadly instru-* 
ment was crowned ivith success. On Tuesday, Harrison, one 
of the lodgers at the Pear-tree, in searching amongst some old 
clothes, found a blue jacket, which he himself immediately 
recognized as part of Williams's apparel. He proceeded to 
examine it closely, and upon looking at the inside pocket, 
he found it quite stilF with coagulated blood, as if a blood- 
stuncd hand bad been tiirust into it* He brougtit ft down 
to Mrs. VermiUoe, who immediately sent for Hope, and ano« 
tber of the Shadwell Police officers, to make further search 
in the house. Every apartment then underwent tlie most 
rigid (examination, and after a search of about an hour and 
a half, the officers came at last to a small closet, the one in 
which they discovered the object of tbmr pursuit. In one 
comer of it there was a heap of dirty stockings and other 
clothes, which being removed, they observed a bit of wood 
protnidtng from a mouse-hole in the wall, which they im- 
mediately drew out, and at the same instant, they disco- 
vered the handle of a clasp knife, apparently dyed wit^ blood, 
which upon being brought forth, proved to be the identical 
French knife seen in Williams's possession beibre the mur- 
ders. The handle and blade of it were smeared all over 
with blood. Tbie important fieiet completes the chain of 
strong drcumstantial evidence already adduced against the 
sibetde. 

On Friday evening, a coroner^s inquest was held at Cold 
Bath-fields {nrisoo, before John Unirfn, Esq. on the body 
of John Williams, wbo had banged Umself in his celt 

Mr. Thomas Webb, the iUfgeoa of the prisoD, deposedi 
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tliat he found the deceased lying on his back on the bed, where 
he had been placed by the person who had cut him down 9 
iie was dead and cold, and had been dead many hours, and 
he had no doubt that he died from strangulation. Williams 
had toid liim the day before, that he was perfectly easy aud. 
satisfied ; for that notliing could happen to him. Francis 
Knott, and Henry Harris, two prisoners in the same prison^ 
had been called by the turnkey, Joseph Becket, about half 
past seven o'clock, to cut the deceased down, who was 
found hanging by his handkerchief, fastened to a rail on 
which the prisoners hang their clothes. He was in what 
are called the re-examination cells, and left as persons in his 
situation always are. 

William Hassel> clerk to the prison, deposed that the 
deceased was committed on the 24th of December for re*' 
examination. He was confined in the re-examination celt% 
and was ironed on the right leg, and considered as secure. To 
some questions put to him by the witness, he said he was 27 
}*ears of age, was a sea-faring man, and a Scotsman. On 
witness observing to him that his situation was awkward, he 
said he was not guilty, and hoped the saddle would be placed 
on the right horse. 

Joseph Becket, the tuml^ey, deposed to nearly the same 
circumstances : he had locked up the deceased at about ten 
minutes before four the preceding afternoon, then apparently 
in perfect health, and found him in the morning hangjbg to 
the rail of his cell, with hb feet nearly, or quite touching 
the ground, and quite dead. * ' 

The Jury, after an appropriate address from the Coroner, 
brought in their verdict, ^/o de «e. 

Mr. Capper, and Mr. Markland, magistrates of Shadwdl 
office, attended the inquest. Mr. Adkins, the keeper of 
the prison, was so indisposed that he was unable to attend, 
nothing appearing to afiect his conduct, by any charge of. 
inattention to the care of the prisoner. 
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Shortly after ten o'clock on Monday night, December 
30th, Mr. Robinson, the high constable of the parish of St. 
George, accompanied by Mr. Machin, one of the constables, 
Mr. Harrison, the collector, and Mr. Robinson's deputy, 
went to the prison of Cold Bath-fields, where the body of 
Williams being delivered to them, was put into a hackney 
coach, in which the deputy constable prc5cceded to the 
watch-house of St. George, known by the name of the 
Round-about, at the bottom of Ship-alley, in Ratcliff-high* 
way. The three other gentlemen followed in another coach, 
and about 12 o'clock the body was deposited in the black- 
hole, where it remained until morning. 

Tuesday morning, about ten o'clock, -he was placed on a 
platform, erected six feet above a very high cart, drawn by 
' one horse. The platform was composed of rough deals fast- 
ened together, raised considerably at the head^ which ele- 
vated the corpse. A board was fixed across the lower end, 
standing up about six inches, to prevent the body from 
slipping off. On this platform the body was laid 3 it had on 
a clean white shirt, very neatly frilled, quite open at the 
neck, and without a neck handkerchief or hat, but the hair 
combed, and the face clean washed. The countenance looked 
hcalthf!il and ruddy, but the hands and lower part of the 
arms were of a d^ep purj)le, nearly black. The lower part 
of the body was covered with a pair of clean blue trowsers, 
and brown worsted stockings, without shoes. Tlie feet were 
towards the horse ; on the right leg wa» ajfixed the iron 
Williams had on when he was committed to prison. The 
fatal maul was placed upright by the left side of his head, 
and the ripping-chisel or crow-bar, about three feet long, 
on the other side. About ten o'plock,'the procession, at- 
tended by the head constable, and hcadboroughs of the dis- 
trict, on horseback, and about 360 or 300 constables and 
extra constables, most of them with drawn cutlasses, began 
to move, and continued fit a very slow pace, until they came 
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Opposite the houtfc of the unfortunate Muxr, in BatcUff- 
highway, where they fitoi>)Kd for about a quarter of an hout. 
By the shaking of the eart, the head of Williams bad got 
turned to one side, and looked from tlie house where the 
murder was committed ; but before the cart left the place, 
a person ascended tlie platform, and placed the face of the 
corpse directly opposite the scene of atrocity. The process 
t;ion went down Old Gravel-lane by Wapptng-wall ; and OOQ- 
tinned skwiy to approach the spot where the second usur- 
der was perpetrated ; on reaching which^ it stood for aao* 
ther quarter of an hour, and then proceeded, again enteriiig 
Ratcliff-highway, and passing along it until it came (o Can- 
non-'^street, wltere it turned up ; and on reaching the top, 
where the New-road crossi^s, and the Caimoa-street Toa4 
lH*gins, a large hole being prepared, the cart stoppedt After 
u pauiie of about ten i ninuieM, the body was thrown into tbf 
infamous grave, amidst the acclamations of Uiousands qi 
spectators. The stake which the law requires to be drivoi 
through the corpse had been placed in the procesidoti under 
the head of Williams, by way of a pillow ; and after b^^ mm 
consigned to the earth, it was handed down from the plait* 
fonn, and with the maul was driven through the body. The 
grave was then filled with quick-lime, and the spectrtton 
very quietly disperaed. During tlie whole procesaion, al( 
ranks of persons who were present conducted themselvet 
with a solemnity rarely witnessed in the east part «f the 
town ; and until the body was lowerjjig into the earth, hard* 
ly a whisper was to be beard in the street. Not a sia:w|le 
accident happened. Williams was busied close to the turu^ 
pike-gate in the Caunon-street road. 

It would i^ear, that from the time of WiUiams's apprO'* 
hension, lie oontemplated his own destruction ; and finaUf 
resolved upon it, when t^ie identity of the maul had boeo 
mode out. Hia intention is to be inferred from the ckcum^ 
.staDce of there being &und in his pocket, iu the Ilous^ of 
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Correction^ after his deaths a piece of iron hoop^ sufficiently 
sharp to wound himself mortally. It excited surprise at 
first how he came by this piece of hoop ; not haring it with 
him when taken intocustody^ nor was any thing found upon 
him when he was put into the lock-up*house. The officers 
at length discovered, that part of the iron-fiistenings which 
secured the walls of the place, for the temporary confine* 
ment of prisoners, in the Lebeck's Head, opposite Shadwell 
Office, was removed ; and upon comparing the piece of iron 
Hoop with the broken part of the fastening, the precise cor- 
respondence was obvious : it is therefore concluded, that 
during his short confinement, after his last examination, he 
broke it away, and reserved it for his purpose. 



SOMK ACCOUNT OP JOHN WILLIAMS. 

John Williams, the supposed murderer, was born at Ban^ 
c]on, in the county of Cork, about the year 1781^ and was 
^consequently at the time of the before-mentioned murders, 
SO years of age ; he stood about five feet nine inches high ; 
it is generally believed that his real name was Murphy, and 
that he had changed it to that of VViUiams, in order to es- 
cape detection for some crimes of which he had been formerly 
guilty. Of his early life, little or nothing is known with 
certainty. Whether he was in his native country at the 
time- of the unhappy troubles of 170B^ can only be a 
matter of conjecture ; but it is certainly not unnatural to 
suppose, that a monster capable of committing these atro- 
cifiesy must early in life have lost that innate. horror of 
bloodshed, which forms so striking a feature in the moral 
constitution of man. In the dreadful paths of rebellion, 
probably it was that he was first tempted to embrue his 
hands in the blood of his fellow-creatures ; and amidst those 
terrible scenes of midnight murder, which that unhappy 
country then afibrded^ might his sinful conscience have been 
seared tq every feeling of repentance and remorse. 

VOL. V. u 
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At what period he entered on the seafaring life is not as- 
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•ertainM; but it was probably at an adranced age^ and had 
been driven to it by his former bad 06i)j||i^^ he possessed 
an address superior to his situation, and ^s^rote a good hand* 
[n the year 1800, he entered on boarl the Dove? Castle 
East Jr.diaman, in whieh he was registered, as an able sea«- 
man. In this same vessel, and on this same voyage, the ill* 
fated Marr became his shipmate, h'civing engaged himself in 
the capacity of captain's servant. The conduct of the two 
formed, it is said, a striking contrast : — Marr was sober, dili- 
gent, peaceable, and obliging ; and l)y his services gained so 
greatly the esteem of his master, that on their return to 
England, the captain, in conjunction with another friend^ 
supplied him with the means of talcing the house in Ratcliff- 
highway, and of commencing business. Williams, on the 
contrary, was idle, drunken, dissolute, and qnanelsome, and 
BO continually involved in disgrace, that, on his quitting this 
ship, the captain is said to have prophesied, that he would 
come to an untimely end. 

In August 1810, Williams shipped himself in the name 
of John Williamson, on board the Roxburgh Castle, Captain 
Hutchinson, bound to the Brazils. The ship having been 
detained a long time at Rio Janeiro, proceeded afterwards 
for a cargo to Demerara, from whence she returned on the 
3d or 4th of October 181 1, at which time Williams was dis- 
charged, and paid upwards of 40/. the balance of his wages. 
As sailors on a long voyage, under strict discipline, have not 
an opportunity of doing much mischief. Captain Hutchinson 
cannot relate much of Williams's misconduct ^ but mentions 
liis attempting to impose himself upon a man at Rio Janeiio^ 
as second mate of the Roxburgh Castle, and by that means 
obtaining a small sum of money. It was this circunstaiiet 
that drew from Capt. Hutchinson the expression attribulk 
ed to him, ^' that if he lived to go en shore, he would oet • 
tainly be hanged." 
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Williams always endeavotured to pass as a native of Scot^ 
land ; but Captsun Hutchinson, who is himself from thai 
country, easily discovered him to be an Irishman, and sup- 
posed him to be from the county of Down. When paid hb 
wages by the owners, he represented himself to them as 
coining from Campbeltown^ in Argyleshire. Besides the 
frmd committed on the second mate of the Roxburgh Cas- 
tle, Williams was engaged in a mutiny. 

Captain Hutchinson, in his late voyage, had altogether a 
very bad crew ; and whilst proceeding from Rio Janeiro to 
D^merara, when off Surinam, they broke into open mutiny; 
upon which Captain Hutchinson anchored under the guns 
of the fort at BnuuBDi's-point 5 and appKed to Captain Ken- 
nedy, of His Majesty*^ brig Forester, who by threats and 
persuasion procured their return to their duty. Three of 
the principals in the bu^ness were sept into confinement at 
Surinam, for 34 hours ; one of whom was William AUblas, 
the same person who was apprehended on suspicion of be- 
ing concerned with Williams in the murders ; but was dis* 
charged on the deposition oS a woman, who, as it appeared, 
was interested in his frite. Williams on this occasion escaped 
punishment, having pleaded that he was led astray by his 
companions. John Harris, the sail-maker, who was the 
first to communicate his suspicions of the guilt of Williams, 
served on board the Roxburgli Castle in that capacity. He 
had the best opportunity of studying the character of tl)e man . 

It was, on his return from this voyage, early in Oc- 
tober, that he came up to London, and, in a few days after 
liis arrival, went to his former Jodghig at the Pear-tree pub- 
lic-house, and deposited 30Z. in the hands of Mr. Vcrmilloc, 
the landlord; but had drawn the whole of it out within a 
small sum, at the period of the murders. Thus terminated 
a bloody catastrophe, which we believe is unequalled in the 
annals of human depravity, the effects of which will be ^e* 
membered while memory has a seat in the brain. Such was 
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the terror that spread in consequence, that any kind of oUen* 
sive weapon which could be procured, was bought to 
preserved, in order it might be used against the 
enemy .—Scarce a window but exhibited a musquet, a 
or a broad sword ; all the old iron shops were ransackdL 
weapons.-— Alarum bells were held in requisition, and 
fenudes who were doomed to lay alone, passed their 
in perturbation without sleep, while the more valiant of 
other sex dared not retire to their beds without some ii 
ment of defence under their pillow^ The philosopher 
moralist were puzzled and alarmed ; the former in vain. 
tempted to account for this change in the national cl 
while the latter placed to the frequent pugilistical coml 
and buU*baits, this new trait of brutal ferocity in the 
character. At this time there was no peace with 
which might otherwise, from the number of hands being 
of employ, make these excesses of the transported mi 
at least more rational to account for. And these coi 
attacks were made on inoffensive people, not by the rev4 
ful Italian, or vindictive Portuguese — but by a man 
sister country with England, and tliis for a time thi 
stigma on the generous Briton, as new as it was cruel. 



A llADDISH IN THE SHAPE OF A HUMAN HA] 

The raddish here represented, the roots of which 
resemble a human hand, was found in 1558, at Haei 
in Holland, in a sandy soil, and a painting was made of 
by Jacob Pcnoy. This picture was, in 1672, presented 
Glandorp, by his friend Zuckerbecker. Our engravipg 
copied from the above. 

In addition to the above, Mr. J. Bisset, secretary to 
Museum at liirmingham, in a letter to the publisher of 1 
Wonderful Museum, dated December 24tb, 1802, 
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The earth round this place^ for more than two miles^ has 
this extraordinary property, that by taking up two or three 
inches of the surface, and applying a live coal to it, the part 
so uncovered immediately takes fire, almost before the coal 
touches the earth. The flame makes the soil hot, but does 
not consume it, nor affect what is near to it with any degree of 
heat. It is said, that eight horses were once consumed by this 
fire, being under a roof where the surface of the ground had 
been turned up, and by some accident had taken flame. If a 
cane, or tube of paper, be set about two inches in the ground, 
closed with earth below, and the top of it touched with a live 
coal, a flame will immediately issue out, without consum- 
ing the tube, provided the edges be covered with clay. 
Three or four of these lighted canes will boil water in a pot, 
and are sometimes used to cook victuals. The flame may be 
extinguished in the same manner as that pf spirits of wine. 
It smells sulphureous, like naptha, but is not very oflensive. 
Dr. James Mounsey says, there is a caravansary, where twelve 
Indian jMiests and otiier devotees live, who worship the fire, 
which, according to their traditions, has burnt many thou- 
sand years. It is a very old vaulted building, and in its walls 
are a great many chinks, to which, if a candle be applied, 
the fire catches instantaneously, and runs rapidly to where- 
ver the chinks communicate ; but it may be easily extin- 
guished : they have hollow places in the house, fitted to 
their potSy which they boil without any other fuel ; and in- 
stead of candles, they stick reeds into the ground. Another 
astonishing thing is, they bum lime of the stones dug here- 
alifmts, first, making a hole in the ground, and then heap- 
ing the stones on each other. This done, on applying fire 
to the boUow, a fimne bursts out, and is dispersed at once, 
with a very great crack, through the whole heap of stones ; 
and after it has continued burning for three days, the lime 
is ready i hmi stpnes placed in this fire, for setting their pots 
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on^ never turn to lime, which cannot be made, but by heaping 
them on each other. 

Phil Trans. Vol. 45, p. 296. 



A HUMAN BODY CONVERTED INTO HAIR. 

FROM TUB ACTS OF LEIPSIC. 

About forty-three years ago, a woman was interred at 
Nuremberg, in a wooden coffin, painted black, according 
to the custom of the country. The earth wherein her body 
was deposited, was dry and yellow, as it is, for the most 
part, in the environs of that city. Of three bodies buried 
in the same grave, this woman's was laid the deepest in the 
ground i and there being occasion to make room for a fourth 
body, the grave was dug up anew; but, to the great surprise of 
the grave-digger, when he had removed the two uppermost 
coffins, he perceived a considerable quantity of hair that had 
made its way through the slits and crevices of the coffin. ITie 
lid being taken oiF, there appeared to be a perfect resem- 
blance of the human figure ; the eyes, nose, mouth, ears, 
and all other parts of the body being very distinct ; but from 
the crown of the head to the soles of the feet, it was covered 
with very long, thick, and frizzled hair. The grave-digger, 
after examining it for some time, happened to touch the 
uppermost pa^t of the head ; but was more surprised than 
before, on seeing the entire body shrink, and nothing at 
last remain in his hand, but a bundle of rough hair, which 
insensibly assumed a brownish red colour. Part of the hair was 
preserved, in a paper, at Gresham College, and there exa- 
mined by the Royal Society. Dr. Tyson describes three sub- 
jects of haur, growing on the tongue, and in the interior of 
the heart, and on its surface, in the breasts and kidneys, 
&c. : in the Philosophical CoUections of Mr. Hooke, wha 
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ilso teUs us^ on the the testimony of Mr. Arnold, that a 
man, hanged at Tyburn, for theft, was found, in a v.ery 
short time after he was taken away from the gallows, covered 
over, in a rery csitraordinary manner, with hmr. 

jinn. Reg. 1763. Nat. Hist. p. 71 ; (md PhiU Ti-ans. 
Vol. 2. p. 10. 



A WONDERFUL AND PROVIDENTIAL 

PRESERVATION OF THE TOWN OF ST. HELIER, 

IN THE ISLAND OF JERSEY, BY THE FORTITUDE OF 
. EDWARD TOUZEE, ON MONDAY JUNE THE 4tH, 1804. 

The following particulars appeared in the Sunday Moni- 
tor^ June the 17th, 1804. 

Jfneyy June 9. — Monday being the birth^day of our be- 
lored Sovereign, the inhabitants > of this place vied with 
each other in eagerness to express their feelings on the oc« 
casion, by every mark of loyalty. In the morning the royal 
flag was hoisted op the hill, and the colours were displayed 
by all the ships in the harbour. At noon. Fort Elizabeth 
fired a royal salute^ which was answered by Fort St. Aubin 
and the o^er new Forts on the hill, as well as by three 
disdiarges from all the regiments stationed here, and by 
three loud huzzas in honour of His Majesty. At one o'clock 
the vessels in the road fired also a roval salute. The Com- 
mander gave a splendid dinner on the occasion^ and the day 
ccmehided with a brilliant ball; but unfortunately the pub- 
lic j<^ was interrupted for a moment by a terrible accident, 
wluch threatened the whole town and a great part^ of the 
idand with instant destruetion. Thanks^ however, to Divine 
iVqvidence^ we were preserved by tibe brave efforts and de* 
▼oticm of two inhabitants ot this town^ the details of which 
ate contained in the following n6te : 

VOL. V. X 
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AIonday» tbo 4th of this months bcii^ the annivefsary ^ 
the birth day pf out giacioHs Spveveigiiji ill tb^ F^rts in thki 
l^W^i firQ4 ^ rqyal sahite ^t boop^ by ord^of hi» {Js^coHency 
the Commander in Chief. The cannon ir) the nfw Fort on 
the large hill were also fired. A corporal of the Invalid 
Company of Artillery then received the matches^ and locked 
them up in the powder magazine at the top of the hill ; it 
contained 209 barrels of gunpowder, charged bombs, cais- 
san% fuU of cirtvidge« of every kind, imd a gies^t qumtitj pf 
other combustibles. The magazine was then shut and the 
keys carried out of the fort. About six in the evening the 
soldiers on guard observed smoke issuing through an air- 
hole, at one of the ends oi' Ibe magazine, suid iBiineciialely 
ran from the Fort. 

Mr, P. Lys, the aigml officer on the hill, seeing frcon the 
watch-house Ih^ soldieTs in motion, and hearing them ealt 
out fi«e, ran out before they had all set ofiF, and approaching 
the magazine, observed the soaoke issuing through the two 
mr holed at the two cuds. Iluviug founds Thomas Touzec 
Hnd l£dward Y ouisee, two brothers, (carpenters) who had 
come to assist him to take dawn a temporary ensign staff, 
he sent the fofmer to acquaint the Conomander in Chief oif 
the dauger witli which the magazine was threutened,^ and to 
Captain Salmon, of the artillevy, to get the keys. Touzee 
used every effort to induce his byothev to quit the spot, re* 
presenting to him the danger to which he would be exposed 
if he remained. £dward Touaee replied, that he must die 
^ome day, and that he wouM attempt to save the magazine 
and the Iowa at the h«rard of his life ; and seeing a soldier 
making hiA escape, he pgpoposed ta him to semaia to asokl 
in breaking open the SMiga^ne, wUch he refused to do. He 
then proposed the same thmg to another soMier, named 
William Pontiney, of the Ught eoBqpiB|y ^ the 31 regiment, 
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who aequi«u^ in his deftiand, ndyihg thit Ii« wail readjr td 
die #ith him^ and th«]r shook hands. PA^^ri Touted then 
M0k a iftybten btr^ with whh^i h« bfok« th€ bartieir of the 
|NMiaad« which auirroutids tlid tnagazirif ^ and finding at hand 
i kind of Wit, tie got to the doot of the mogaiine^ when! he 
tttftie aho two Imdlocks^ and haring by these Means opened 
I6e AiM^ he entered^ and addre^ittg hlrtii^elf to Mr. Lfki, 
Who was Oil the outside^ toid^ '< the magA^ine ii oti Are, It 
idn blow tip. We ifitl^t loic our lifeil; but lio tnattef| 
kinttajor the King I We mnst try to «lte it/' With theiie 
Words he rttshed into the flames^ and sdi^sed the matehei aU 
ttotft bmut Ottt^ he threw them by arm-fullfi to Mr. P. Lf% 
and W. Potttittey wlio had retrained Without 5 Mr. Lys see*- 
iog a cask irtalidmg on 6ne end filled with water In the neigh^ 
bourhood of the magazine, he ahd W. Pohtlney <nade w^ 
bf thdr hats and a jpiteher to chtty water to EdwaM Toufee^, 
Who wiEis still in the magazine, btit ^ca^^ely able fo !9ee^ in 
consequence of the tliick sraolce that surrounded hiih ; ob- 
serving, however^ some wood on fire^ lie extinguished it with 
the water brought him. At lengthy thank God ! the fire 
was entirely cxtinguislu^ by the zeal atid intre{)idity of £<)• 
ward Touzcc in particular, and of Mr. P. Lys, and W. Pon- 
tiney. Captain l^ith of the 31 st regiment, and Mr. Mur- 
phy, of the same regiment, the officer on guard, and several 
officers of His Majesty's troops, repaired with soldiers to the 
hill. As soon as they were informed of the danger to which 
the magazine was exposed, Captain J^eithi and the officers 
who commanded the soldiers, and all the other officers with 
him, employed the utmost activity to get the magazine en- 
thely emptied, in order to ascertain whether' any spatks re- 
mained in it : and, Wotiderful providence ! Which saved the 
town of St. Helier and its inhabitants froiti the greatest of 
all misfortunes, two caissons of wood, filled With ammuni- 
tion, were found attacked by the fire, and one in particular, 
tn whkh there were pcrwdet-'horns, tubes, and a flaftnel ear- 
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tridge, was half burnt through. Near this caisson stood an 
open barrel of powder^ to which the fire^ had it not been ex-^ 
tinguished^ must inevitably have been soon communicated* 
A rammer was almost consumed^ and some of thebeaaaa 
which supported the roof were on fire. . Such was the statt 
of things when £. Touzee^ Mr. P. Lys^ and W. Pontinqr 
displayed heroic courage and bravery^ exposed their Uvea lo 
the most imminent danger^ and thereby saved the town of 
St. Helier and its inhabitants from the most terrible disaster. 

• » . • 

The Constable^ therefore^ finds himself impelled both by 

duty and inclination^ to request all persons who have pro^ 

perty in the town of St. Helier and its neighboiurhoody to 

meet on Wednesday next^ the 13th inst. in the chorch of 

St. Helier^ at ten in the morning, to take into consideraticm 

the means of testifying their gratitude to these three brave 

and generous^ men, who were not afraid^ in so perilous a 

crias^ of devoting themselves for the safety o^ their fellow 

citizens. 

(Signed) 

Thomas Anley, Constable of St. Helier. 

St. Helier, June 7, 1804. 



AN ACCOUNT OF 

A WOMAN BURIED IN SNOW, 

SIX DAYS, WITHOUT RECEIVING ANY NOURISHMENT, &C. 

BY MR. SAMUEL BOWBICH. ' 

Joanna Crippen, of Chardstockin Dorset, being a spin- 
ner of worsted, was going home on the 24th of January 
1/13, with some work, but it snowing very hard, and being 
very deep, she was forced to lie down under an hedge, hav- 
ing lost one of her shoes ; and her clothes, which were very 
mean, were by the brambles and thorns torn almost quite off 
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her back ; in which place she lay from Monday evening about . 
MX o'clock^ until the Sunday following about four in the 
afternoon, and then was discovered by some of our lieigh- 
bours^ who went out with poles, shovels, &c« to search for 
. h^ ; and after some time spent in it, at last found her bu* 
fmd four feet deep in snow. One of the men thrusting at 
her with his pole, found she was there ancT alive. She im- 
mediately spoke, and begged he would not push her too hard, 
for she was almost naked ; and desired some of the women 
might come to her, and take her out, which was accordingly 
don^; when they found her without stockings or shoes, an 
old-whittle about her shoulders, with a large hole in it, 
which she had eaten through; the snow melting down on her 
she drank to quench her thirst. She had a mortification on 
one of her great toes^ but she now is very hearty, and in a fsur 
way g! perfect recovery. She was very sensible at the first 
taking her out, and still continued so; and she knew every 
body perfectly well ; and yet she had taken no manner of 
food all the time of her being in the snow. 

Phil. Tram. Vol. 28, p. 265. 



THE WONDERFUL PHENOMENON OF 

REFLECTING VISIONS, 

SEEN ON THE SUMMIT OF PAMBAMOREA, A MOUNTAIN IN 
SOUTH AMERICA, WITH THE SURPRISING SAGACITY OF THE 
MULES IN PASSING THEM. 

Don George Juan deUlloa, M.Bouguer, and others, on tra- 
versing the vast regions of South America, in May 1774, per- 
eeived a wonderful phenomenon on Pambamorea. They say, 
we are told that there are fiery meteors about these mountains, 
sometimes so high in the air, as to resemble stars, and some- 
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times so low, as to frighten the mules by buedng tbout thdr 
eftrs and feet. But a pheAomen^ri) whieh in this climate mmt 
appear vety extrMVdinary, is said by M. fiouguer to hap* 
pen almost every day on the tops of these mountains ; tlioogii 
these gentlemen were the first who ever mentioned them in 
Europe. The first time our authors observed it was, when 
they were on the summit of Pambamot-ea/fli mountain nut 
so high as Pii^hineha. A cloud, in vi^hich they were involved 
at break of dHy dissipating, they saw the rising sun ettremriy 
splendid, and the elond passed on the other side, opposite to 
the sun, where it appeared very thin, Md was about twwity 
yards distant from the place where they were standing, When 
each of them torn in it, as in a looking-glass, his own image^ 
and, what appeared still more extraordinary, the head w«s 
encompassed with a glory, like that seen round the beads of 
Saints in pictures; each h^ad being as it were, the centre 
of three concentric irises of very lively colours, ftnd each 
with the same varieties as a rainbow, the red being outward ; 
the last or most external colours of one touched the first of 
the following; and, at some distance from them all, was a 
fourth arch, entirely white. These were perpendicular to 
the horizon ; and, as the person moved, the phenomenon 
moved also. But, what was very extraordinary, though 
there were six or seven persons, each could see none but his 
own shadow, because the cloud had an uneven surface. 
The diameter of the arches gradually, altered with the ascent 
of the sun above the horizon, and the phenomenon itself^ 
after continuing a considerable time, insensibly vanished. 
Several of the gentlemen, both French and Spaniards, have 
particularly described this phenomenon, and M. Bouguer 
concludes with saying, ^^ This was a kind of apotheosis to 
each spectator ; — and I cannot forbear mentioning again, tiial 
each enjoyed the secret pleasure of seeing himself adorned 
with all these crowns^ without perceiving those of his neigh- 
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/boiup^t. Iii9\Kt however^ obaervc, that this phenomenon 
nevex ai^p^fur^ but vihen the aqtwous particles of the cload 
af« frozen/" 

, VUpa^ observte^ that the roads over some of these moun- 
twis ^e not th# le^At of those many extraordinary particu* 
lax^ rekUiBg tP tb^m. These are in many places so narrow, 
%\^% the i»ul#9 haye ^earcely room to set their feet, and in 
others there ii a coatinued aeries of precipices. These roads 
{ffe likewise full of holee, near three quarters of a yard deep, 
i^ whieh the muWs put their fore and hind feet, whenoc 
tli^y sometimet dravv their beUies, and their rider's legs 
4k>QiS the ground. These ho&e^ indeed serve as steps, with- 
out which the precipices would be in a manner impassabk ; 
but, ahpultf the mule happen to put his feet between two 
of these nolcs, or not place theip right, the rider falls ; and, 
if on the side of the precipice, inevitably perishes. But the 
manner of descending appears more dangerous. On one 
side are frequently abysses, and as they generally follow the 
direction of the mountain, the road, instead of being on a 
leve^ form^ steep eopineiH^Qs and declivities. The mules 
axe sensible of tt^ caw^tion necessary io these descents ; for, 
coioiog to tl^ t^ of m eminence, they stop, and having 
pikaced their fore feet close together, put their hind fcet a 
Uttle forwa,rds, ^ if goii^ to lie, down. Having in this atti* 
tude taken a survey of the roM? they slidedowQ with theswift^ 
vfiBfi o( Si loete^. AU the ?ider has tp do is to keep h)«w)f 
fist in the saddle; for the iea^it motion issuffioi^ to dbojrckv 
the equilibuum of the vwh^ in wb^h ease, they both vmvoic^ 
IJbly pejcish. ^^ Nothiog,*' says oik aothor^i ^^ can bo mofl 
Wazii^g thai;! the saUv^Vs address on this oce^ll^ fordomg 
this rs^id motiov^ v^hen ho seeias to hs^ve W$t aU goHnt* 
ip/^wX of himself, li;^ foUows, with the vtinost eHactnes% tht 
#Eerent windings of tl>e ros^ i|s if lie had 2^eoi«t€J^ settil^ 
iA his odii^^d, all tl^ turnings he vim to loJlonik^, md takw 
^very psec^tioi^ fpi ]m s^^y ^ Y«tti the Ipufost fimf^ism jto 
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travelling these roads, cannot entirely free these mules from 
a kind of dread, which they experience on arriving at the 
top of a steep declivity ; for they not only attentively view 
the road, but tremble and snort at the dunger. If the rider 
inadvertently endeavour to spur them on, they continue im-' 
moveable ; till, at length, having overcome the first emo- 
tions of their fear, they stretch out their fore legs, that by 
preserving a proper balance, they may not pitch head for-' 
wards ; and it is wonderful to consider, how they make with 
their body, all the gentle inclinations necessary to enable 
them to follow the several windings of the road, and after- 
wards, their address in stopping themselves at the end of 
their impetuous career.'^ 

UUoa^s Voyages. 



AN ACCOUNT OF A 

WATER SPOUT- 

Mr. Robert Dickson, of Cockermouih, ^ves a parti- 
cular account, dated October 15, 1760, of the havock made 
by a water spout, that happened at Brackenthwaite, about 
six miles from Cockermouth, in Cumberland, on October 9^ 
1760. The village of Brackenthwaite, which is part of a 
large valley, extending from N. to S. about five miles in 
length, and one and a half in breadth, is bounded on the 
east, by a ridge of very lofty mountains, running from N. to 
S., the southernmost of which, Grassmere, is reputed the 
highest in England, except Skiddaw. Its top is quite 
level, and exceeding spacious, so as almost to equal in areft 
of its base ; and three others, northward of it, pretty nigh 
regular ascent, with a greater or lesser acclivity, according 
to the difierent distance of their ris^ from the plain, so as 
all to unite in one narrow summit, somewhat lower than 
Grassmere, with the extremity whereof it is connected by a 
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iiarrow inclined plain. Down the gullies between these se- 
veral mountains, descend three small brooks, Lizza, Hope- 
beck, and Habearton, in streams little more than sufficient 
to turn an ordinary mill ; the first of which enters the plain 
about the middle, and the second, the most northern part 
of Brackenthwaite ; and the third, further northward, at the 
Tillage of Larton. On the summit, which is common to all 
the three mountains, and forms, as it were, their joint top, 
teems to have been one of the breakings or falls of water, 
as all the three brooks were affected by it, and perhaps pretty 
nif^ equally. But what made the mischiefs produced by 
the others less considerable than that by Lizza, was, a 
second spout on the extremity of the top of Grassmere, the 
whole of whose waters fell into its channel. This second was 
the chief cause of the damage which ensued in the valley, not 
only as it produced, in all probability, a much greater quan- 
tity of water than the other ; but principally by the vast 
quantity of rubbish which it brought along with it, the 
whole side of the mountain, down which it rushed with in- 
conceivable rapidity, being covered with vast heaps of stones, 
beds of gravel, sand, earth, &c. which lying loose, were 
easily carried away with so impetuous a torrent. Such a mix- 
ture, carried with the velocity it must necessarily acquire 
down a slope of a mile in length, and so steep as to make an 
angle of 60 degrees with the horizon, could not but make a 
teniblje havock in the valley. The channel of the brook 
being rocky, and its bank rising to a considerable height on 
each side, from the place of the water of the second spout's 
felling into the Uzza, and mixing with that of the other 
Aqmn to the plain, it was so far kept within pretty good 
bounds; but it was no sooner freed from these restraints^ 
than it made the most dreadful devastation. Of the first 
field it entered, it has swept away both the soil and the 
gravel, quite to the rock ; and the second, consisting of ten 
or twelve acres, is jsntirely buried under a sand bank, of 
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8uch a thickness^ as never to (irefynoYed^ nor the fieUl reco- 
vered ; instead of the old eh "^erien'hkh did not exceed &ve 
f r %7^^^ ^^ breadth^ and oiy not c^h> a new one 13 »ow 

iii /3l being'aJ. ^^ ^' ^ '^^^ »^ ^^^ ^'^*> *^* ^®® "TJ^^^ ^ 
haii ^^;/erior to*^^'^**^' -hpur them r.v overflowed ks haaaik^ 
on each siac, in such a.| 'i^ u; ' ;'^^> as to beablc^ at 
the diststtice of a quarter of a mile> to wash away a rwiaik^ 
able thick and strong waU ; and^ what. i» move WQiideiitt)> 
on the other skie^ where on the smooth surface of th^ ms^ 
dow, th^re seemed nothing to resist ins progress^ in sonse 
places to tear up some masses of ^^arlh^, which can no- where 
be foUnd^ so as to leave a pit^ twelve yards and a half deep^ 
and of 800 or 1000 yards in' area. Several other pits> iiuk 
thought^ were made,, and afterwards filkd up agiun 
stones and sand^ otherwise it is difficult to imagine hofv the 
vast quantities of stones which composed the walls nigh tJtt 
brook^ not one of which is remaining, should have disap- 
peared. Such was the ruin it made in the meadows and 
arable ground^ when at, full liberty to spread itself^ and at 
it were to roam at large^ But impatient of restraint, it w«» 
.no sooner, by the inclination of the ground, reduced within 
more scanty limits, than it began to rage indignant, witib 
redoubled fury. Two meadows were entirely taken awngr^ 
and a bed of sand left in their place. Its course being afri 
terwards through a wood, not a tree witliin its reach was 
left staiuiing. Two stone bridges, well built,, and exceeds 
ing strong, were carried away with the torrent, and not.ood 
remnant of the materials which composed then> to be founds 
nay, what is more strange, a causeway of prodigious hreadlb> 
supported by a most enormous bank of earth, which is re- 
membered to have, maintained its identity these hundred 
years, and which seemed, by its venerable antique face^ to 
have survived the deluge, and to bid defiance to tesipe8t% 
has been swept from its foundation, and its place left in tfat 
possession of the victorious stream* la shqvt, not to insist 
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longer on particulars, ioi wha^ folloired would only be a re- 
petition of what precedes, ^:Jh difierence of place, nothing 
wbidi fell in its way was able to resist its fiiry ^'^f^ h, 
;0J9, hedges, stones, walls, ^^^^^es. P'^'Xhbas in^*" *^ 
whatever opposed itJi *'^^ *^^" ''^€^tn\^l^^f^lotrent, 
till the place where ilie SHibk ti^Mkhrged itself into the river 
Cocker. Here an end was put to its fury, for though the 
channel of the riv^^r was far from being capacious enough to 
ttceive the whole of the water, yet, on account of the vast 
level plain on each side, its overflowings were innocent, as it 
could only deluge to be stagnant. Happily no houses 
were within ite reach, though one very narrowly escaped, the 
ground being aU earned away to a considerable depth within 
two yards of il, where the solid rock began, on which the 
house was founded } and a mill only esci^d by the chan«» 
nel's accidentally diverting it^ force from it to the opposite 
bank, which was all torn to pieces. I endeavoured but in 
vain, to get data sufficient on which to build a calculation on 
the quantity of water which came down ; for as it happened 
at midnight, neither the time of its continuance could be 
ascertained, nor could it be determined, whetlier it was con- 
stant or variable. * A clergyman in the neighbourhood was 
^ opinion, that all the water of Crummack, an adjacent 
kdce of two square miles surface, and very deep, could not 
lisre done half so much harm. It is certain indeed, from 
<me circumstance, that it must hava been very great ; as the 
water remained .the next morning in a widow's cottage, 
twelve feet perpendicular above the surface of the water, 
and at the distance of thirty yards from the brook ; and, as 

• 

the ground was lower on the opposite bank to the distance 
of fifty yards, there must have bcfen a stream of at least four 
0ir five yards deep, and eighty or ninety in breadth, and this 
where it ran with the greatest rapidity at the foot of the 
mountain* 

The eflfects of the bro(;^s of Hopebeck and Habearton, 
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need not be so particularly described^ being of ihe same kind 
with those^ only in an inferior degree, both on account of 
their h€u\g swelled by one of the spouts only^ and their 
channel being deeper. However, the damage done by thostf^w 
though li^icrior tq;the other, was by no means inconsidera* 
ble. One circumstance relative to the former may perhaps 
deserve to be mentioned. Having burst its banks just at 
the place crossing the highway, it continued its course along 
a lane to a considerable distance before it found a passage 
into the field ; and when the brook subsided, and the supplj 
foiled, much water remained stagnant in the hollows of the 
lane, particularly in one before the door of a house situated 
on the road. At this the people, not knowing how it coukl 
possibly come there, were greatly surprised ; but much move^ 
when they afterwards found in it a very fine dish of IroUU . 

Anrmal Register, 1760* Nat. Hist* p« 9&». . 



A WHIRLWIND, 

AT WARRINGTON, 1694. 

At Warrington, in Northamptonshire, a terrible whirl** 
wind happened between one and two o'clock in the after- 
noon of August 1, 1694. It took up into the air about 80 
or 100 shocks of com, carrjring a great deal quite out of 
sight ; the rest it scattered about the field, or on the tops 
of the houses, or neighbouring trees ; some, was carried a 
mile from the field : it was reported by persons of good cre- 
dit, that some was carried four or five miles distant. The 
whirlwind continued in Acremont Close full half an hour ; 
and three or four waggon loads of com, all at one time^ 
were whirled about the air* 

Pldl TVwis. No. 212, p. 19?. . 
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A WHIRLWIND AT CORNE-ABUAS^ 1731. 

On Saturday, Oct. 30, 1731, about a quarter before one 
in the nighty there happened at Come-Abbas, in Dorset- 
shhre, a very sudden and terrible wind whirl-pufF; some say 
it was a water spout, and others, a vapour or exlialation 
from the earth. It began on the^ south-west side of the 
town, passing directly to the north-east, crossing the mid* 
die of the town, in the breadth 200 yards. It stripped and 
uncovered tiled and thatched houses, rooted trees out of the 
ground, broke others in the midst, of at least four feet 
square, and carried the tops a considerable way. The sign 
of the New Inn, a sign five feet by four, was broken off, six* ' 
feet in the pole, and carried across a street 40 feet in breadth^ 
and over an opposite house. It took off and threw down 
the pinnacles and battlements of one sid^ of the tower ; by 
the fEdl of which, the leadis and timber of great part of 
the north aisle of the church were broken in. The houses 
of aH the town were so shocked, as to raise the inhabitants* 
No hurt was done, but only across the middle of the town^ 
in a line, nor no life lost. No other parts of the neighbour- 
hood or country, so much as felt or heard it. It is sup- 
posed, by the most iudicious, that it began and ended within 
the space of two minutes. It was so remarkable a calm, a 
quarter after 12, that the exciseman walked through twa 
streets, and turned a corner, with a naked lighted candle 
in his hand, unmolested and undisturbed by the air 5 and, 
as sbon as over, a perfect calm, but was followed by a sur- 
prising violent raia^ 

PhiLTVcms. Vol 41, ^.229. 



A WHIRLWIND IK SOUTH CAROLINA, 1762. 

May the 2Qd, 1762, a whirlwind happened at Port Royal 
Island, in South Carolina, of the same nature as the great 
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Hti^rm, which did «o much (himaffe hwt year at Chnrlrs Town» 
(wSco Vol. I. ]). 185.) Thin phenomenon wiw $ovu U\ the form 
of u columiti 4UU ywtiU iu diumetur ; it liid a circulur whirling 
inoUoni uud proceeded with great violence from the N. W« 
to the 8. IC. It tore up trceni and carried away hoime^ and 
bridges ; it forced the wutem into Jiroad Riverj out of itt 
chaimelj and tha'w it up to a great distance. 



A WniULWIND AT TAUSON's GUKBN. 

July V2, 1702^ at Lord Peterhorough'«i^ at Parvoa'a 
Green> ju»t an the gardenerti had left work to go to dhmerj^ 
a whirlwind camci and took up seven of the hell glaanca into 
the air, above 20 feet; one of them went over the garden wall 
iiUo the Kiug'H Uoadi and nearly fell on a man'fi head^ pa^i* 
ing ] throe others were blown on the hot-house : what it 
remarkable, there being several rows of glaHses^ the NCveutU 
row wwi blown up, but none of the others were stirred, 

Anmml lUgiHtcrj^ 1702, p, IM), 



A WimtUVINJ) AT ANDKJIUCHT, 1703. 

August 2, 1703, about six in the evcuung, there arose at 
Anderlieht, about u letigue from BrusseJs, a eonilict of several 
winds, borne upon a tl\ick fog. This contliet histed four or 
live minutes, and was attended with a frightful hissing noisoi 
which eould be compared to nothing but the yclUngs of an 
Iniinlte nunU)er of wild beasts. The elguds then openingf 
tliseovered a kind of very l)rlglU lightiung, and in an instant 
th<» rotjfs of one si(U' of the houses were carried oiV, and dis- 
persed at a distimee j above lt)0() large trees were brc»ken 
olV near the ground, others towards the tt>p, and others torn 
up hy the roots, and many both of tlie branches and of 
the tops carried to the distance of 100 paces ; whole cop* 
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apices were laid on one side^ as cdm U by m (ordinary wind* 
The glass of the windows which w^re most exposed^ was 
shivered to pieces; a tent in agentlemaot's garden was car- 
ried 4000 paces ; and a branch, torn from a large tree, struck 
a girl iki the forehead^ ai^ she was coming ini;o town, and 
killed her on the spot. Somq days before, there was a heavy 
rain, which overflowed, in the same direction, the very space 
of ground the whirlwind ravaged. 

Annual Register, 1763, p. 94. 



A WHIRLWIND AT FALMOUTH, 1803. 

A phenomexK>n, which seldom occurs in this country^ 
took place at Falmouth^ January 1, 1803, About noon, a 
suddien whirlwind, extremely violent, passed with a rapid mo- 
tion, over about a sixth part of the town, in a direction from 
S. to N. The noise was very great, and spread consternatioa 
among the in|iabitants of that part of the town over which 
it passed, and the congregation assembled in the church, 
which lay in its course. The effects were so limited, as not 
to be felt in the least degree in any other part of the place. 
As it passed over the l\arbour, it was so violent, as to pto- 
duce a cloud of thick spray, which obscured the vessels lying 
there, and on its clearing ofF, a ship, which lay near the 
centre of its direction, was seen thrown on. her beam ends, 
her keel in sight. The roof of every house ia its way was 
rifled-— several trees were eradicated'— and its extreme vio- 
lence was particularly evinced, in the circumstance of a large 
copper vane, on the tower of the church, being forced into 
a zig-zag, or indented form. The wind was not high when 
the tornado arose : its operation was altogether instanta- 
neous, and an almost perfect calm immediately succeeded it. 
Fortunately there were no boats', nor vessels of anydescup«? 
tion under -sail in the harbour: and it was idao fortunate, that 
the inhabitants were assembled in the church : if there had 
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been tmny perionir in the streets, they could not bare 
ctfCttfHKl uninjurid, from this Itrgc picce/i of tflate and stoM 
which were blown from the hoMHen, and fltrewcd in the 
utrccitt. 

BrilUh Prea, January 4, 1803. 



A WHIRLWIND AT ULAGDON^ 1 812. 

Thb inlmhitnnts of Ulagdon^ witni*0flcda remarkable phe« 
nomenon on Saturday July 11^ 1H12; about 4 o'clock^ p. m. 
a quantity of liay^ ftuppoMcd to be 2 cwt. wiui caught up by a 
whirlwhid from a fields wliile tlic airj around wait perfectly 
cttlm> and wan carried liigh above the cloudif over Mendip 
flill. A number of rookM and nwMown immediately collected 
toj:?cth^r, and darting up, witli much clamour^ amongnt the 
tcattcrcd liny^ were nccu purntiing it in cirdcfi through the 
air. 

Stafford MveriUer, July 18, 1812# 



A WHIItLWlNll AT ANDOVKR, 1800. 

TiiK inlmbitmitH of Andover wercmucli alarmed on Tliuri** 
day June 269 1K()6| by a whirlwind^ whichi from the de- 
fcription, nearly rcFcmblcd a We»t Indian tornado. It car* 
lied up three haycockft, in :% field near the town, brlonging 
to Mr. Thoma?* Heath, to an height puKt culculation, as a 
great portion of the hay wum litrrally cnrried beyond the 
teach of the human eye. When neen a/;aiii, thcM.*.Hiiroated 
height wan upwnrd.i of &KX) feet.— It fdl in diircn nt purt« of 
the town and neighbourhoodi a portion of it full hulf a mile 
from the $pot whence it woi carried up. Ilie conntcrnatioa 
of the labourerN in the fieldm waif very great, but can easier 
be conceived than dr.Hcribed. 

lir'uftol Mercantile Guzvltc, July 5, IHOO^ 
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A WHIRLWIND At fiOWLBY^ 1814. 

A gentleman at Bowlby Alam Works^ near Whitby^ having 
engaged a chaise^ December 22^ 1814^ which came before 
he was ready for it^ ordered the driver to take out the horses. 
This had scarcely been done> when a tremendous squall 
caught the chaise, and threw it over a steep hillj and it 
was dashed into a thousand pieces. 

Letter from JVhitehaven, December 22, 1814. 



A WONDERFUL ACCOUNT OF 

A MAN SWALLOWING IRON, BR/VSS, 

AND OTHSR HARD SUBSTANCES. 
COMMUNICATED BY MR. ELAUD, AMIJAND, 1708. 

A PERSON who had been an ideot from his infancy, died 
al Ostendj in the 93d year of his age ; his death having been 
preceded by 12 days contintial fever, and a considerable 
Ittmor and pain about the region of the liver. For six 
Weekft before his death, he spit or vomited blood, and had 
Ikloody stools. On opening the body, a large abscess or 
posthume was found in each lobe of the liver ; the stomach 
was eitremely contracted and ponderous, containing 9 cart-* 
wheel ndls, and six others of a less size ; also a large and 
long iron screw ; two pair of compasses, the one having a 
circle 2 inches in diameter | a middle size key ; alarge iron pin, 
as thick as a man's thumb, and 4 inches long, with a ring 
at the end of it ; another of brass, but much less ; the han* 
die of an iron spring knife, swallowed as it is believed entire, 
but the sides and two pieces forming its spring, found 
aaunder i though the pegs of the knife, tying those several 
pieces together, were not found ; the upper and lower ^nds 
of a brass pommel of a fire gratc^ weighing 9 ounces ; a 
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broad piece of lead weighing three ounces and a half f tbe 
whole consisting of 28 pieces^ weighing between 2 and d 
pounds. These had been missed, and much sought for by 
his broth^r^ at different times.. They were found all in 
a bundle^ with the larger ends one way, and the smaller 
the other j the small end of one of the large nails was so 
bent, that it would have made a peridot circle, had not the 
very tip of that same nail been bent back again; this 
end was forked and very sharp, as werie likewise the 
points of the compasses. None of the pieces were found 
polished, nor was the brass nor the lead any\vise impaired 
or damaged ; but the iron pieces were exceedingly corroded^ 
especially one side of the knife, which had lain in the stomach 
about eight months, was eaten quite through in two or three 
places, towards the end of the blade, and three or four nails 
greatly corroded, as if some particular menstruum or dis** 
solvent had been poured upon them ; but all the other me* 
,tals untouched; the lead had lain in the stomach eight 
months, and the brass pin about twelve. It was very easy 
to guess at the time these different pieces of iron had been 
in the stomach, by considering how much one piece had 
suffered more than the other. This observation seems to be 
inconsistent with the notion of those who believed that 
ostriches dissolve brass and iron by friction only ; forifso, 
there is little reason why the iron legs of the compasses should 
have been found so very much worn out, and the brass parts 
not the least impaired. Xi was said by the surgeon who opened 
him, that the stomach had been no ways wounded or da- 
maged ; which docs not appear at all probable, as the pa- 
tient was known to have vomited and evacuated blood by 
stool, for six weeks before he died. It is to be wished the 
gullet and guts had likewise been opened ; for it is plaiD^ 
that some of the pieces had passed the pylorus, as the pegs 
of the knife, and perhaps some smaller pieces than those 
tliat were found in the stomach. This ideot, from his youths 
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some of his favorites destroyed ; and^ as naturally might be 
supposed^ he was very angry^ and swore lustily at poor Peter* 
The latter mildly told his master how It happened^ and siud 
that twearingwas very wrong, Und he would not work ano* 
ther moment for hun. Nothing would satisfy his mind 
agunst the hard wordflj and he immediatdy left the garden, 
and could never be persuaded to return. 
. At this time the soap trade a little revived, and he went 
back to his old master, where he now continues; but it 
should have been observed, that before he got employ in the 
garden, he used frequently to walk about preaching in the 
week days. In one of these excursions he strolled as far as 
Qerkenwell, where some ill-natured person took him before 
the maj^istrates for pieacbing. After receiving a lecture, and 
being desired not to do so. again, he was about to be disnuss- 
^ but he told the magistrates that he certainly should 
preach again, and whoever he pleased. For his bluntness 
^e unfortunately obtained a habitation in Bridewell for a 
moiitb, but they took. care he did not want, and considering 
him rather beside himself^ they shortened his time, and he 
was tent home to his femily* 

Since this event he has seldom stopped to preach, except 
a few Sundays, when he went to the Seven Dials, and gather- 
ed ft considerable concourse of people; there some other 
officious person in the Wesley interest, fearing this poor man 
might engross all, set up in oppodtion, and the circumstance 
of two preaching at the same time, soon attracted the no- 
tice of the officers of the parish, who broke up the congre* 
gations, so that now poor Peter's only method is to keep 
preaching aa he walks along. 
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SOMB ACCOUNT OF THB 

SEVEN ANCIENT WONDERS OF THE WORLD. 

THB WALLS OF BABYLON. 

Thb first ancient wonder of the worlds was the Walls of 
Babylon^ the capital of the andcnt kingdom of Babylonia in 
Chaldea^ said to be built by Queen Scmiramis^ mother of 
Ninns, and described by Justin Trogus Pompoiusi Dio« 
dorus Siculus^ and others; but St. Augustine and Josephus 
lay they were built by Nimrod, who built the Tdwer of 
Babel. The city was surrounded like a quadrangle with 
walls eighty-seven feet in thickness, three hundred and fifty 
in height^ and four hundred and eighty furlongs, or sixty 
English miles in compass^ each side au exact square of HX) 
furlongs^ or fifteen miles in lengthy built with lime and ce* 
nicnt made into large bricks, which boun^ together like pitch 
nr glue, and grew so solid by time, that six l^hariots might 
easily drive abreast on the top. This wall was encompassed 
with a vast ditch filled with water and lined with bricks on 
both sides ; ns the earth dug out made the bricks, we may 
judge the size by the height and thickness of the walls. 
There were 100 gates round the wall, 25 on each side^ all of 
solid brass ; between every two of these gates were three 
towers, and four more at the four comers of the great square^ 
and three between each of these corners, and each of these 
towers was ten feet higher than the walls i in all there were 
250 towers. Three hundred thousand men were employed 
daily. Added to this, ancient historians tell us of the hang- 
ing gardens, built in Babylon, upon arches and towers, 
wherein grew trees of great height ; it was a square of 400 
feet on each side, and consisted of terraces one above another, 
as high as the wall of the city; the ascent from terrace to 
terrace was by steps ten feet wide, and was strengthened by 
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^ wan surroundiDg it on every side^ twenty two fe^ thick; 
and tlie floors on each of them were laid in this order; irst, 
<m the tops of the arches^ a bed or pavement of stones sixteen 
ject kmg^ and four feet broad ; over this a layer of reed 
nuzed with the earth as described before^ and over this two. 
eonrses of brick^ and over these thick sheets of lead, dM on. 
fltese the earth or mouldy which was so deep as to give root 
to the largest trees : upon the uppermost of these terraces 
was a reservoir supplied by an engine with water from the 
liver Euphrates. This vast city fell to decay soon after 
Cyras removed the seat of his empure to Shushan. 

lime's Store-house, 1619. 



THB COLOSSUS OF RHODES. 

The second wonder was the Colossus of Rhodes ; it was 
the statue or figure of a man, dedicated to the Sun, or Jupi- 
ter; it was built of brass, 70 cubits in height, and was twelve 
years in building, imd &ushed by Cares> a scholar of 
Lyaippus. It stood only flfty-six years, being thrown down 
by an ^urthquake, and reVi^uned in that state till the year 
A. D. 672, in the time of Pope Martin the first. When the 
Saracois took possession of the Island, they sold the re* 
mains of the metal to a jew, who loaded nine hundred ca- 
mds with it. It was built in such a manner as to stand 
astride the entrance into the harbour, that ships might sail 
between its legs, full fifty feet asunder ; a staircase was built 
up the inside of it, and in the right hand, when held out, was 
a bason or dish to hold fire, as a land-mark, like our light- 
houses; the fingers on the hand were made so large,- the 
Stoutest man could scarcely clasp them roimd. 

Time's Store-house, 1619. 



THE PYRAMIDS OF EGYPT. 

The t)urd ancient wonder was the Pyiramids of Egypt, i}(r&b 
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d which stood between the city of Memphis^ (now Ctln)f 
and Delta. It.is related by Pliny^ and others^ that tbifbuildiBf 
of the largest of those to be here described^ employad eta-* 
tinually three hundred and three-seore thousand men, tnt^ 
SO years : that 1800 talents^ or 1060^000 crownsy were {Mid 
for roots^ garlic^ and onions^ to sustain the multiiode of wodt** 
ers. The foundation^ or ground work of this pjnramidy Plinjr 
says, and each quadrangle or square, contained 889 feet ia 
breadth. Pomponius Mila says, the stones were of marUe^ 
brought out of Arabia, and most part of them were 30 feet 
in size. Peter Martyr^ of Millaine^ ambassador in 1501^ de«^ 
Clares the squares to be 315 paces each, and about 130O in 
circuit. It took great time and trouble to reach the top^ 
which was covered by one large stone, that 30 men might 
stand on it. 

m 

Modern authors describe this pyramid to be 098 English 
feet square at the basis ; and the height, as the pyramid 
ascends, inclinbg, is 60B feet, [the old cross of St. PeIii1% 
London, before it was bumt^ was 584 feet perpendicttlarj 
which is exactly equal to the breadth of the basis, so thai 
the angles and basis, make an equilateral triangle. Tlie. 
whole area thereof at the base contains 482,249 square feeti 
which is somewhat more than 1 1 acres oiF ground. On the 
outside of the pyramid there is an ascent by steps, which ftt 
the bottom, are four feet in height, and three irt breadth^ bot 
the higher they go, they gradually diminish ; being so con* 
trived, that a strait line, stretched fh>m any part of the basiil 
to the top, would touch the edge of every step. The breadth 
and depth of every step is one entire stone, several of them SO 
feet in length ; and the number of steps is 207, according to 
Mr.Greaves. On the north aide, sixteen steps from the bot- 
tom there is a square narrow passage, leading downwards into 
the body of the structure. This entrance is about thretfieet 
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Mpxme, md in length about 68 fbtl ted a half. At the end 
^ diat is a wide place^ about nine fe^C lon|f| and an une- 
qaal bfeadth^ suppofled lo have been dug for the discovery 
U some hiddm treaiure^ but contains nothing but laige 
biU. On the left hand there is another passage, fite feet 
bifh^ and 110 in length, through which is an ascent to two 
laUeries, oue of them running off horizontally, and the 
latbcf risbg upwards in the same divection with the pas- 
sage* The horiacontal gaUery leads to an «rched vault or 
ebamber, about 17 feet long, and 15 broad, which smells 
Uk^ % grave, and is half full of rubbish. The walls are en- 
tire^ iad plastered over with lime ; and the roof coiisists of 
large smooth stones, laid sloping, so as to meet at the top, 
in an angle. Ncat the entrance into the gaUery, there is a 
etrculaor well, three feet in diametet, ^vhich is lined with wUte 
marble, and little holes are left in the ddesf opposite to one 
iadther, wherein a person that descends into it, must fix 
ld»iistads and feet; which sort of contrivance is seen in many 
af tlie wells and cisterns of £gypt.i The ascending gallery, 
ilrlHitb^r we regard the matenals or woricmanship, is not in- 
tiniDr to the most magnificent buildings. It is paved and 
^ed with white polished marble, cut in vast squares, and 
•ao'Cttriously put together, that Uie joints are scarce dis* 
/etmiUe. The height of this gallery is 26 feet, its breadth 
afas, and on cadi side of it, there are benches of poliahed 
glone. I«Vom thence opens a square hole, into some little 
>diambers or closets, lined with marble, and then into a 
aobk hall, situated in the ocntre of the pyramid, being equally 
itala&t from all the sides, but rather nearer tlie basis than tlie 
top. The floor, sides, and roof of this room, are all of Tho- 
bate marble ; and the stones are of a prodigious size, espe*- 
dally those that form the xoof, lying across irom one side 
to the other, like so many huge beams, and supporting an 
enormous weight. As to its dimensjbns, its length is 34 
feet, its breadth 17» and its height near 20. la this stately 
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hull stands a tomb^ placed exactly north and flouthj [It hie 
been obsen'ed of this pyramid^ that its sides stand exactly 
facing east^ west, norths aod south, and consequently mark the 
true meridian of the place ; which precise position ooold Halt 
Veil liave been owing to chance, but was, in all probability^ 
the effect of art and design ; and that it really was so, §Hm§ 
confirmed by the position of the tomb within^ so that this 
ancient structure may be considered as a strong and luting 
proof of the early progress of the Egyptians in the soleace 
of astronomy] and equally distant from all sides of the 
room, except the east, from whence it is as far again ai 
from the west. It consists of one piece of morble, hollowed, 
without any lid or covering, and, on being struck, it soittids 
like a bell. The general opinion is, that it was designed fbr 
the tomb of Cheops or Chemmis, king of Kgypt^ the sap> 
posed founder of the pyramid. 

lliis tomb is of the same marble with ^*hich the whole 
room is lined, viz. a sort that is streaked and variq^ated 
with black, red, and white spots, which some call TbebaiCi 
but others suppose to be a kind of porphyry. Its figure i$ 
like an altar, and the marble smooth and pidin, without any 
sculpture, or other ornaments. The outward superficies are 
seven feet three inches and a half in length, and three feet 
four inches in depth, and much the same in breadth ) but 
tlie cavity within, is little more than six feet long^ two deep, 
and as many broad. From these dimensions, as well as from 
the embalmed bodies in Egypt, it has been justly obsenRid 
by Mr. Greaves, and others, that there is not a decay in lu^ 
ture, but that the men of this age are of the same stature 
they were 3000 years ago. How this tomb was brought 
into the place where it now stands, is difficult to conceive^ 
It being Impossible it should come through the narrow pas* 
suges above described, which makes It generally supposed 
to have been raised up thither from without, before the room 
was finished, and the roof closed up ; but perhaps there i^ 
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«ome other way to the room within the structure^ which.lins 
not yet been discovered. 

IVavellers take notice of a remarkable echo^ or rather of 
ft long continued sound, which is heard on discharging a 
miiskeli at the entrance into the first pyramid. This is men* 
tloned by Plutaifch ; but^ surprising as it is^ the effect may 
be accounted for^ as Mr. Greaves observes, by considering 
tlial the sound being shut in, and carried along smooth nar** 
WW passages, already described, to the middle of the pyra- 
nidf finding no way out, reflects upon itself, causing a cir* 
ottlation of the air, and a confused noise, which gradually 
ktaeiii and dies away, as the motion ceases. 
. Denon differs very little from the above, in what he ob« 
aerved^ in the year 1798. 



THB MAUSOLEUM OP ARTEMISIA, AT CARIA, IN ASIATIC 

TURKBT. 

The fourth ancient wonder, is the Mausoleum, buijt by 
Artemisia, wife of Mausolus, king of Caria^ a province of 
greater Asia. Aulus Gellius says, she being so afR?ctcd at 
her husband's deaths she had this built to liis memory. The 
stone of the whole structure, was of the most excellent 
marble, of 411 feet in circumference, and 23 cubits in 
height, it had 26 columns of fine stone ; it was open on all 
sides, with arches of 73 feet wide ; the part of the east was 
engraven by Scopas; the north by Briax; the south by 
Timotheus ; and the west by Leochares ; and to such u 
length was her love carried for her husband, it is said, she 
caused his bones to be beaten to powder, and drank thorn with 
her drink, that herself might be the sepulchre for his, not 
expecting to live till the Mausoleum could be finished, which 
was the case. Pliny, Pomponius Mela, Herodotus, and 
Strabo, also mention the same. 
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THB TBMPLB OP DIANA. 

J 

The fifth ftndent wonder, was the Temple of I>iaa% at 
Ephefius^ a most magnificent buildings 4S26 feet long, and 
WO feet broad. It was adorned on the outBidea, and iniidoi, 
with 127 columns of the most exquisite marble, curiously 
carved, 60 feet in height, of which S6 had omamflDts of 
basso relievo. Two hundred and twenty years were spent in 
building this wonderful temple. It was raised on marshy 
ground or lake, at a great e3(pence ; to secure it from earth- 
quakes, the foundation was coal and wool. The name of tiie 
architect was Chersiphron, The beanas and doors wer^ eedar, 
the rest of the timber Cyprus. A stalrease made of the woo4 
of Cyprus vines, led up to the temple. The form of it was 
oblong, and the length was twice its breadth* The most 
famous statues of this temple, were the workmanship of 
Praxiteles, and the paintings by Thraso. The temple of 
Diana was burnt by Herostratus, through no other motive^ 
as he himself confessed upon the rack, than to immortalize 
his name. This remarkable transaction happened the very 
day on wliich Alexander the Great was bonii in the year of 
the world 3648, and 356 before the birth of Christ. 

Ephcsus, that once celebrated city, 50 miles south of 
Smyrna, near the river Caistrus, is now a poor village, of 20 
or 30 houses ; it is in 38 degrees, three minutes east longi« 
tude. It was pleasantly situated near a fine haven, and ub% 
der the Romans was the metropolis of Asia. It was anciently 
famous for the temple of Diana, esteemed one of the won- 
ders of the world. St. Timothy was the first bishop of thia 
city ; and St. Paul honoured them with an excellent epistle^ 
which is part of our canon ; but the inhabitants are so ex- 
ceedingly ignorant, that none of them are able to read it. 
The third General Council was held here. There are still 
the vestiges of a Roman Theatre, circus, aqueduct, and 
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heapf of stately rnini^ which solne suppose to be the remains 
of Diana's temple | for there was a second temple^ it seeras^ 
built to the honour of that goddess, after the destruction of 
the first, not at all inferior to the former in magnificence. 
f Time's Store^hoHst^ 1096. 



JOPITBR OLYMPUS. 

The sixth ancient wonder was the gigantic statue of Ju« 

piter Olympus* This statue was made by the famous sculp- 

tor, Phidias ; it was composed of ivory, gold, and precious 

•tones, sitting upon a throne, equally marvellous. The 

Jbeight was above 60 ells. It was placed at the furthermost 

(fnd of the temple of Jupiter Olympus, at Achaia, between 

the eitiea of £lis and Pisa, called Olympus, the place where 

th^ Olympian games are kept, and the time of five years 

reckoned Olympiadcs. 

TSmeV Store-liousc, 1696. 



THE TOWBR OF PHAROS. 

The seventh ancient wopdcr was the Tower of Pharos, 
commenced by Ptolemy the Elder, and finished, some years 
sfter, by himself and his son Ptolemy Philadclphus, in the 
year of the world 3670, on the island of Pharos, which ex- 
tended from E. to W. in a bay, about three leagues, forming 
the two ports of Alexandria : the port of Eunastus to the 
W. and the Great Port, as it was called, to the E. It was 
built on the east end of this island, upon a rock of white 
marble, of a large square structure, on the top of which 
fires were kept constantly burning, for the direction of ma- 
riners. It was a most magnificent tower, consisthig of se- 
veral stories and galleries, with a lantern at top, which could 
be seen many leagues at sea. It cost 800 talents ; if Attic 
talents, it amounts to 165,000/. sterling, and upwards ; if 
Alexandrian, to twice that sum. Sostratus of Cnidus was 
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the architect ; andj by the foUowbg stnti^in, endeavonrel 
to reap all the glory of raising such a wonderful structure to 
himself. He was ordered to engrave on it the following 
inscription : ^' King Ptolemy to the godsj the saviouriy for 
the benefit of sailors ;'* but instead of Ptqlemy^s name^ ha 
cut out his own in the solid marble> and filling up the hoI« 
low of the letters with mortar, wrote upon it the above mea« 
tioned inscription. In pfocess of tinie^ the mortar with 
Ptolemy's name wore off, and the following appeared i 
^' Sostratusj the Cnidlan, the son of Dexiphanes^ to tlie 
gods, the saviours, for the benefit of Sailors.'' This, at it 
was engraved on the solid marble, lasted as long as the 
tower itsdf. This wonderful work has been demoUsbed 
8ome ages since ; and in its place stands a castle, oaU«d 
Farillon, where a ganison is kept to ddfend the harbour. 

Time's Stor6-Aot4«e, 109Sr 



EXTRAORDINARY SLEEPERS. 

FROM THB HISTORY OF THE ROYAL ACADBMY OF SCISNCSS. 

M. de la Borderie, a doctor of physic at Toulouse, has 
written from Montargis to M. Winslow, an account of an 
extraordinary sleepiness of a woman of the parish of Saint 
Maurice sur Laurou. She is 27 years old, and was married 
two years ago to a man of 60 ; she lived with him free from 
any kind of indisposition to the 20th of July in that year^ 
when she slept three days without waking, nor was it possi- 
ble to wake her by any means. At last she awoke naturally, 
and presently asked for some bread, but fell asleep again 
whilst she was eating it, and this in about 5 or 6 minutes. 
This second sleep lasted 13 days, without her eating, drink- 
ing, or performing any manner of evacuations, except the 
Catamoenia. When she waked it was much the same with 
her as before. She eat bread, satisfied some other natural 
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occasions^ and fell asleep again^ but this lasted only nine 
days. It was imagined her sleepy fits would have gone on 
increasing. In short during the rest of that year^ her life 

- was a continual and odd alternative of very long sleepings^ and 

"vay short wakings. Her shortest sleeping was three days^ 
and her longest thirteen. Her longest waking was half an' 

. hour^ excepting twice^ one of which was 3 hours^ and the 
cdier 24 hours^ the last after taking a vomit^ and having 

. Iieen let blood in the arm and foot. 

Her sleep was so sounds that Dr. de la Borderie could not 
get her out of it by heating her fingers till they were in a 

• manner burnt. This sleep is extremely sweet and natu- 

.nly without the least agitation or extraordinary heat ; the 
penpiration very free, the pulse regular and strong, the 

.complexion of the face not at all altered, but a gentle mois- 
ture upon it, as in the most perfect health, only it seems as 

. if there were some gentle approach towards a catalepsy, for 
although in general her limbs have been free from stifihess, 

'. her arms, when Dr. de la Borderie lifted them up, seemed 

disposed to. keep themselves a good while in that posture, 

and it was found necessary to bend them in order to get them 

down again. She has not lost any of her flesh. But since 

die took the vomit, she complains of a great pain in her 

stomach upon waking. 

Getit. Mag. 1753, p. 521. 



AN ACCOUNT OF A MOST RBMARKABLE CATALEPSY, 
PEOM THE HISTORY OF THE ROYAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES. 

Last year in the time of Lent, a lady about ^5, came from 
Vesoul to Besan9on, to solicit a law-suit, of the utmost con- 
sequence to her ; wherein if she had miscarried she had been 
rained. After a series of bitter misfortunes,' harassed with 
the most vexatious inquietude, she was continually with 
those who had her ai&irs in hand, or in some church or 
odier prostrate at an altar^ to engage Heaven in her interest. 
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She slept little and ett les^ either through loss of appetiU^ 
or to bestow the means of her subsistence in alms for her 
success. 

She was very apprehensive^ however, that the detenniiMiF* 
lion of the court would not be favourable to her ; andabout 
five the evening before her cause was to come on, shefidil 
into a kind of fit, which was taken for an apoplexy, and M. 
Attalin, professor of physic at Besan^on, was sent for in all 
haste, who brought Vacher^ chirurgeon of the city hoiqpital, 
along with him. \ 

They found the lady on a settee, quite motionless, her 
eyes fixed upwards sparkling, the eye-lids open, her amss 
lifted up, and the hands joined, as tho' she had been id an 
ecstasy. Her countenance, wliich before was sad and wai^ 
was now florid, gay and pleasant ; her respiration free and 
even, and the muscles of the abdomen seemed to act with 
ease ; her pulse was slow, soft, and pretty full, like that of 
a person in a sound sleep ; Iier limbs suple and flexible aoiy 
way, without resistance, for the main characteristic of k(r 
disorder was, that they were too passive, never altering tbe 
position they were put in. 

Upon presiding the chin downwards, the mouth opened 
and continued so ; if one arm was lifted up, and then ttc 
other, neither of them dropped down ; if they were turned 
backwards, and then raised upright, a posture that the stout* 
est man could not long have maintained, they remained so 
as long as they were suffered. 

She was raised from her scat, that die like trial might ht 
made on her legs ; and both legs ami arms ut once were put 
into postures seemmgly difficult to suppojt ; for it may \ft 
easily imagined, that not only a desire of the knowledge qi 
80 odd a case, but the curioidty natural on such occasions, 
would suggest many hints. The patient, like soft wax, re- 
tained the last attitude that was given her, and, which is 
most of all surimiiig^ the bq^ly, though variously inclined. 
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alffays preserved its poise. It seemed as if this waxen statue 
was glued by the feet to a pedestal^ to keep it from falling. 
. She was to all appearance quite insensible; she was 
pinched^ a chafing dish of coals, was held under her feet^ 
they hollowed in hex ear^ that she bad gained her cause, but 
nothing was capable of exciting the least tnotion. 

She was blooded in the foot^ and then ^he company went 
%o supper^ but soon returned, and found her recovered from 
her fit, which had lasted between 3 .and 4 hours« And 
now she as much astonished them with a long harangUe, 
well connected and uttered, being chiefly a pathetic nar- 
ratire pf her misfortunes, and particularly of the prc^ess of 
her law suit ; the whole interspersed with moral reflections, 
and fervent prayers. Tliey at first endeavoured, at the ex- 
pencc of truth, to give her some comfort, and then question- 
ed ber about the particulars of the fit. 

She said she saw nothing, but heard by intervals, and 
could even distinguish, some persons by tlieir voice. She 
could scarce believe she had been let blood, till she saw the 
ligature on her foot : the chafing dish, the effect of which 
one would have thought should have been very sensible, did 
not afiect her in the least ; and though she had been suffi- 
ciently shaken, tumbled about, and distorted, yet she felt no 
lassitude at all. 

Wlulst she wks thus talked to, she would now and then 
drop her discourse, and fetch a gentle sigh, at which time 
her eyes were fixed and steady. Every precaution was used 
to prevent a second fit, and she cleared up again, and con- 
tinued talking, yet she could not recover the thread of her 
'stojry but began another, though she was reminded where 
slie had left off; and this happened as often as the sighs and 
little threatening symptoms returned, the idea of what she 
Was about to say absolutely vanishing, and a new one pre- 
senting itself. In about an hour the fit returned, the cata- 
leptic symptoms were as strong if not stronger than before, 
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Md whM thejr weve ^iivr, 4ie iat down Mdt fpdhe «i %$m 

afld II Mf Mgethir, ifi Aa Mine time totf srty^ 

iMMly detciiMl; botat latl Ae fwialQeatnMFagincief^aeeem* 

l^led with terrible i^ipmie^ which endtedio a wAtx^ tia& f k 

AH Iheremecfiee theie ririlftil geoUemen eoottthndr of^ Ae 

tiiree or foot dagps ebe eontiiiucdal Besaefon^were ineAetaA 

She was seiil home te> Veeool^ hamg ohtained » dteier in 

her fevoitri aad Mi^r once after relapseclj but eontiuedta 

enjoy piifiMt health. 

G^. Jtfd^« 17S3^ ]i. 560W. 



All BXtRAOA0tyii»Y ^uiat nit At nmwtA^fiM. 

In the year ly^S^ during the summer, the following 
ticulars happened at Newcastle, in Staffordshire, related hf 
a lady of discernment and veracity, who went to see th^ 
sleeper several times. She was a g^l about 19 years of age;. 
she slept 14 weeks^ without waking, although several me* 
thods were tried to wake her, as bleeding, blistering, &c. ; ia all 
which time she took no sustenance, except about nine o'dbdt 
every night, she opened her mouthy and then some peia(jii 
that attended her, dipped a feather in wine, and widi diat 
wetted the inside of her mouth. Her &ther often gam her 
an airing in a. horse chair^ and sometimes took her aewaL 
miles, to have the advice of the physicians f^ but ndthar dM 
motion of travelling, nor any thing the physicians could do^ 
could awake her ^ she appeared to be healthy all the tlm^ 
breathed fireely^ and her pulse beat very regularly, but rather 
too slow ; she never moved herself all the time, excepit 
once, it is thought, she moved one legv When she awaked^ 
it was very gradually^ being two or three days fhmi the time 
she began to stir and open her eyes, before she wa» ^ulte 
awake, and then seemed to be very well,, but complained. 
of faintness. I heard, last summer,, that she had iiiea 
good health, and had no return of her sleefnness. 

Derby, Dec. 20. Gent, Mag, 1753, p, 9Sjf. 
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tUaPBR IN TUB TpVm 09 1.PNDQV. 

Wfllhnn Foxley, f)ot-<maker fbr tlie Mtnt iti the Teiver €ff 
Xiondon^ fell asleep <m Ttiesday, !n Eftflfter week^ and cocM 
tot 1>e waked, mth pinching or huidkig, till the first day 
#f die tiext term, which was full 14 "days ; ind when he was 
4iifR, awaked^ he was found in all p^ts^ as If lie had slept 
Wft one night. He lived 40 years after : dds matter fetl 
in the S7th year of Khig Henry the Eighth's reign. 

Baker's Chrm. p. 428. Siaw^s Chron. p. SOI. 
Wanley, fifc 



AN ACCOUNT OP AN EXTftAORBINAIlY SJLBBPBR^ AT ST. 
GIUAN, NBAR MONS^ IN HAINAULT, 

n 99L. MA9Y, PilYSiCIAN TO PEINCE <CHAK|<BS QV WR&AIN. 

TWs woman, whose name was EKzabeth Oiian, was of a 
kiilfiiy robust constitution, md many years servant to the 
f & A / t k priest of St. GiUan, near Mons, in Hainault. In 
Ae banning of the year J 738, when she was about 36 
ycai's of age, she became suddenly uneasy, suHen, and surly; 
«ttd in the month of Angust, fell into a sound sleep, that 
kited #EMir days, notwithstanding aH possible endeavours to 
^ERfakc her. At last, she awaked of herself, in a very bad 
bitaiioiir, but went about her business for the next six; or 
seven days, as usual, when she fell asleep again, and slept 
18 hours ; from that time till 1753, n.ar 15 years, she con- 
lintted to^leep every day, from about three in the morning 
tiU eight or nine at night, except about four months in the 
year 1745, when she had a natural sleep, and about 21 days 
in the yefMT 1748, when she was kept awake by a tertian ague. 
On the 20th of February, 1755, about five in the even- 
ing, Dr. Brady went to see her, with the surgeon-major of 
«& Austrian regiment 5 he felt her pulse, |nd found it 
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natural ; h raised her arm, apj;l found it heavy and rigtd^ 
so that he could not l)end it without difliculty : he tlien 
raised her head, and licr necV being m sttiF ns u Doard^ her 
back and ahoulders rose with it ; her legs were iu the same 
tttate ; he ^iut his mouth to lier eur^ uud called as )pud .at 
he could, ond^ to be sure there was no cheats he thrust a pia 
through . wr flesh to .the bone ; he kept the fliuue of burning 
papier to her cheeky till he burnt the scarf skin ; he thrust 
a piece of liuen^ dipped iu spirits of wine, up her noHtril, and 
set it on lire for ^ moment 3 butj notwithstanding this in^jup 
lious and cruel trcutment, the poor cre4iturc continued to 
sleep. At hulf an hour after six, her ueck^ arms, and legs 
became more supple ; about eight she turned in her bed^ 
got up abruptly^ and came to the fire ; she soon after ate 
with an appetite^ and then sat down to spin. She seems to 
have been frequently the subject of wanton cruelty, which 
is too often indulged, under the pretence of gratifying a 
laudable curiosity, and increasing useful knowledge. Before 
Brady's experiment with the pin, which he thrust through 
the flesh to the bone, &c, the ilamiug paper, with whioh 
he scorched her cheek, a surgeon had forced down her 
throat IB grains of emetic tartar, vv'hich, if it had worked 
her, would probably have put an cud to her life, four graioi 
being a dose. She had been whipped, till the blood ran 
down her shoulders ; her back had been rubbed with honeyj 
aiid then exposi'd in a hot day before a hive of bees, when 
she was stung to such a degree, that her back and should 
cUrs were covered with blotches and tumours ; pins had been 
thrust under her nails, and she had suflbred many other in- 
juries, which JSrudy calls odd expcrunent^, and says, he 
nmst pass then) over in silence, qn account of their inde- 
irncy* if a repetition of tlipse experiments did not destroy 
tliis unhappy wretch, it is probuble that she remained iu 
the same >latc j for it does not appear that any measures 
uere taken to cure hcrj^ by any of thost; humane and ipgCii 
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010118 pftrsoDSj who gratified their curiosity by examining 
her case. 

Gent. Mag. 1/67, p. 363, . 
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A JLARGE DEER'S HORN, 

FOUND IN TUB HEART OF AN OAK. 

0T SIR JOHN CLARK, ONB OF THE BARONS OF HIS MAJF.STY*S 
• SXCHSaUER IN SCOTLAND, AND F. R. S. IN THE YEAR 1739. 

Being lately in Cumberland, Sir J. C. there observed 
three curiosities in Winfiekl-park, belonging to the 12arl of 
Thanet. The first was a liuge oak, at least 60 feet high, 
snd four in diameter, on which the last great tliunder had 
znade a very odd impression ; for a piece was cut out of the 
treis, about 3 inches broad^ and 2 inches thick, in a straight 
line from top to bottom. The second was, that in another 
tree of the same l^ight, the thunder had cut out a piece of the 
same breadth and thickness^ from top to bottom, in a spiral 
line, making three turns about the tree, and entering into 
the ground above 6 feet deep. The third was the horn of a 
large deer found in the heart of an oak, whicli was discover- 
ed on cutting down the tree. It was fixed in tlie timber 
with large iron cramps ; it seems therefore, that it had at 
first been fastened on the outside of the tree, which ingrow- 
ing afterwards had inclosed the horn. In the same park. 
Sir John saw a tree 13 feet diameter, (for an account of 
ofliers in the same park, see our Museum Vol. 2, jiage 230). 

Remarks on the foregoingy by Dr. Mortimer. 

This horn of a deer, found in the heart of an oak, and 
fastened with iron cramps, is one of the most remarkable 
instances of this kind, it being the hirgest extraneous body 
T¥e have any where recorded, thus buried, as it were, in the 
wood of a tree. If J. Meyer, and J, Pet, iUbrech, had seen 
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4hi$9 they could not h»ve imagined tht figom seM hf <iiMi ii 

beech trees to huve been the sport of nature, but mutt hmi 
confessed them to have been the sport of an idle hand. To 
the same cause are to be ascribed those figures of crocifixet. 
Virgin Mary's^ &c. found in the heart of trees ; as, for ex«» 
ample, the figure of a crucifix, which I saw at Maestricht^ in 
the church of the White Nuns of the Order of St. Augustus^ 
said to be found in the heart of a walnut tree, on its being 
split with lightning. And it being usual in some eountriMi 
to nail small images of our fiariour on the cross* of Virfiii 
Mary's* &c. to trees by the road-side, in forests, and on 
commons ; it would be no greater miracle to find any of 
these buried in the wood of a tree, than it was to find tl|e 
deer's horn so lodged. 

Sir Hans Sloane, in his noble museum, has a log of wood 
brought by Mr. Cunningham from an island in the Bast 
Indies, which, on being split, exhibited these words in Por^ 
tuguese, DA BOA ORA. L e. Det [Deus] bonam horam. 
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A GIGANTIC BOY, 

AT WILLINOHAM, NEAR CAMBRIOOB, 

BY THE REV. MR. ALMOK, MINISTER, AND MR. T. DAWES, 

SURGEON, AT HUNTINGDON. 

We gave a short account of this boy, in the first volume 
of our Museum, page 221, but have now inserted further 
particulars. Thomas Hall was the second child of Thomas 
and Margaret Hull, and bom at Willingham near Cambridge, 
October the 31st, 1741. He grew wonderfully for three 
quarters of a year, having only the breast sustenance ; when 
his mother suddenly died, and, as it is supposed^ b^ his 
drawing away her vital nourishment. 



yoiitli ill Uifii rondltioiii mul wmm i*in|iIoyc*(l hi i(itulln|; flocks 
i>ii iltf l;iii(l wliicli /{uv". him liirt.'^ 

Niiturr wm |mrti'|^i'iry kino t<i TfiUN^tlitit, liy ftidulllf 
Mill with iitu'oiiimoti Itih'iiUi *, mA iUi* ucUvUy of hi» raitid 
inn|)iri!<l hiin with ih(? pmiMion of itn|iruvni||{ thiim^ inlonUl^ 
fhirhiKhirt h-inurr houm. Ilavin/r imiffht hitiiHi* to r«ii(l 
nticl wrif's Um* kii(;Wlc(]/{<^ In? ihil.'i pro^ri'MMivi'ly «ttttitMKlf 
riiiiiH him hi/^lily in thit <'f,liinatioii ofhi** iWlow-^liiVew^ wha 
wrn* daily ii/ilotiiKhr^i Ui ncc ou^ ol' thi?ir own hiittihli* i?ou« 
dilioiii lihcrmii* hiti^M*lf' from fhi* iirofouncl igttorutuHt which 
Bi'vuivii Up \w. i\mr inrviiuhh*. tut*'. 

When Tummmi wnn nhU*. lo nivl, hf? Mnrinn to \mv0 fol* 
hivvcd Ihit wirtc mmi'H {murpt, ** Know thyii<^lf ;'* iitid hnvliif 
ntluinrd fhi« iif*|f-knowlcdf;i> hi: vtnm*.t\uv.ni\y h^cume a 
devout tituiif and A Miicctrr dl'<c/i|)lr of (/hrUt, llimCbrkk* 
tianity, howcvcTi wn» Ntyh*d hyiiocrifiy, hy tha hypocrit(!(ii of 
th«? day, who, wh(*ti in Italy, bowed to th(t Orohn, and whm 
in lOf^ypty profeMni'd th('!r hi li(*f of th<* Koran. Our hrro 
|irovrd hinmrif a ('hriMfian^ hy hdufr a K^iod huNh.'indy and A 
i;ood father. ICurly in lifr^ he joined himrielf to om? w<miaii| . 
hy whom hf had f»rvrral rhihlren, the ohjeetf* of hi» tendftf 
Hlhction. lie wai of the iniddh! stature, had u fine ryc!, 
and \m /rianeef, w<*re rapid and prnetratin/r. 

Our hero wa;) noon iidvaneed from the oeeupatioti of it 
het'dftman ; the overni^er of the efitat<% Itayoji de IwhertuNy 
hraid of hi,i neipjirejite.iiiA, and coni»ei|uently re^olvrd til 
takt; liim info UU periional ^erviiT. Ky thi'i ^entleniutli 
Toumaint vva<i raided to a jiont of no mmuII ili/^nily in thttt 
couiitryi thon|/h of no renpe^ tahility !n otirf<i It heinj; ih« 
rituation of /yo,./////!/;//-, ot tD'uhnian, 

Alihuu((h cinrl to the* /davrr. imdei' hi^ <'ommand| thi» 
QVanccT wim c«tn nnly kind to 'J oufvnuint, who, hy hiN gipod 
Cunduct^ Wuti the e; t^em and eonlidrtice of hiw new ifja^ter} 
mul having, by deKrei;*, (/hiiiiued the chiM'/M of a nuriibtfr 
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ttatsLVeB, he did iA In hfil poHret to a^ellorltte tiieJr 
conMAoti. jj- 

I>amg the dvil Mran df^^ Ulftb^u^snusaint t«isely kept 
doof from 1^ intrigiie and violeHee of the times ; and even 
his biJtterest defenrers acknowledged that be had no share 
idMHiever in the hottid massactics 'of the White people^ Which 
titfMc wars occasioned. Diirf ng the first troubles^ he remained 
qvi^tty at home^ in his master^s service* He was no ene- 
Mf, however^ to tlie grand cause of general freedom, but 
gtatitude and affection tx> the overseer, occasioned this inac« 
tfvitjr. When the strug^ between master and slave was 
•ver^ Tonssaint acquired consideirable fame ; his first en- 
4mm>^tn being to protect the white people^ who were, in 
tfarlr tarn, the feeble and oppressed party, from the revenge 
irf hiilirethTea. The Whites, especially the planters, were 
10 4odloas9 Ixyth from their former tyranny, and the blood 
(bey had cruelly shed to preserve their power, that the ne- 
p0f»j when they had gained the ascendancy^ wdre disposed 
io give them no quarter ; and happy \^t*re those among them 
'ivfao ^oiild escape ifrom the island, though it were to go with 
iMk families to a foreign country, without any means of 
iaWistehce. The overseer who had taken Toussaitit into 
hfei service, was one of the unfortunate parties ; who, not 
hmring escaped hi good thne, was on the point of falling 
JOtD the hands of the enraged n^gtioes, and would, in that 
event, certainly have been put to death ; but his former 
kindness to Toussaint was not forgotten. Our hero, at the 
great risk of bringing the vengeance of the multitude on his 
oim head, delivered his Unhappy master, privately, out of 
Aeir hands, and sent him on board a ship, bound for Ame- 
MM, then lying in the harbour. Nor was this all ; his brave 
aad grateful deliverer, found means to put on board, secretly, 
ibr his use, a great many hogsheiuls of sugar, in order to 
support him in bis exUe* Thus M. Bayon was fortunate 
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enough to find, in a freed negroi a higher pitch of tirtte 
than is often to be met with among the natives of Europe*. 

This celebrated man was not long in public lift^ before 
he became the chief leader of the blacks. In their war» with 
the planters, they had several other generals of their own 
colour, and some of great note, such as Biassou, Bouckmanlf 
and Jean Fran9ois. The fame of Toussaint^ however, soon 
eclipsed theirs ; for he had uncommon gifts^ both of body 
and mind. Jixtrcmcly sober by habit, his activity in the 
prosecution of liis enterprises was incessant. He was iB 
excellent horseman, and travelled, on occasion, with inoon- 
ceivublc rapidity, cirriving frequently, at the end of his 
journey, often of 50 or 60 leagues, alone^ or almost tiiMit* 
tended, his followers being unable to keep up with him. 
He slept generally in his clothes, and gave very little time 
either to repose, or to his meals. He found time, however^ 
for religious study, being always attended by priests. It was 
quite a proverb among the white inhabitants of St. Domingo^ 
that Toussaint never broke his word. The greatest reli* 
ance was therefore placed on his promises, in the nicest 
cases, by even those to whom his falsehood would have been 
fatal. His a notorious fact too, that the exiled French plant* 
crs and merchants, did not scruple to return from North 
America, on receiving his assurance of protection, and not 
one of them ever had occasion to repent of his confidence. 

We shall here introduce a well authenticated anec(tote» 
strongly illustrative of Toussaint*s punctilious regard of his 
honour. 

During the treaty of 1798, between this chief of the colony 
and General Maitland, by which the island was to b^ evacu^ 
ated by the linglish troops, Toussalnt came to see the Bri* 
tish Commander in Chief at his head -quarters i and the 
General, wi.shing to settle some points personally with him^ 
before*. Ills troops should embark, promised to return the 
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Tisit ^ Tonssaint's camp in the country. So well was the 
character of this ne^o chief known^ that the General did 
not scruple to go, with only two or three attendants, though* 
it was a considerable distance from his own army, and he 
liad to pass through a country full of negroes, who had 
lately been his mortal enemies. The Commissioners of the 
French Republic, however, dicl not think so well of the ho- 
noitr of this virtuous chief, having absolutely written a pri* 
-vafee letter to Toussaint, begging him, as he was a true repub- 
lican, to seize this happy opportunity of making the Bri- 
tish General a prisoner. General Maitland proceeded to- 
wards Tonssaint's camp, and on the way received a letter 
from one of his friends, apprising him of the plot^ and 
wanung him not to put himself into the negro's power. 
Ai the good of His Majesty's service, however, required 
tbrt confidence should, at this period, be placed in Tous- 
aaipt, though even at some risk. General Maitland bravely 
determined to proceed. 

When arrived at Toussaint's head-quarters the negro chief 
was not to be seen. General Maitland was desired to wait, 
and having stopped for some time without seeing Tgussaint, 
his mind began to misgive him, as was natural upon a recep- 
tion so seemingly uncivil, and so conformable to the wam- 
mg he had received. Our hero at length entered the room 
with two letters open in his hand : " There, General," said 
lliis noble chief, '^ read these before we talk together : the 
<me is a letter just received from Monsieur Roume, and the 
other, my answer. I would not come to you till I had writ- 
ttn my answer to him, that you may see how safe you are 
with me^ and how incapable I am of baseness." General 
Maitland read the letters,^ and found the one an artful at- 
tempt to excite Toussaint to seize his guest, as an act^ of 
duty to the Republic ; the other, a noble, and indignant 
refusal, concluding with these words : '^ What ! have I not 
jpassed my word to the British Genial ? How then can you 
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suppose that I will cover mys^tf with ^UliopPU^^ ^' liroildilf 
it ? Ilis reliance on my gcpd &ith l<»acU hiyi to. put kisutlf 
iu my powcr^ f^ad I shpuU ba. for ovqr ipf^mpui^ were 1 to 
act as you advi^^ : I wi faithftjdly devoted to the RepnUiCf 
bfat I will not serve it at the e^fn^oec of my qonaeince, aad 
my hpnor," 

It is no wonder that a man ppb9e0fing such extaMrdinw^ 
virtues and talents^ shguld win the hearte of his oountrjr*! 
metii and becon^e their favorite leader* Their iirst ftunou* 
chiefs were soon forgottepi and esicopt Rigaud^ leader io the 
South of the islandi no general of thft Blacks was talked of 
but Toussaint L'Ouvi'rturo. liigaud wtts a brave and acttw 
mulatto, but not a uiun of priuoiplp, and was coQsequeftdyk 
obliged to yij^lU to the superior meait of his rivals 

On Toussalut's first altoinuient of power, the conteabhiA 
twccn the blacks and their former owners had terwiinntdli 
^nd the French Coo^iuissioperfl^ who then attempted. tO' go* 
vein the i.sland, acknowledged the freedom of the negMMj^. 
and promised tp maintain it. 

Another civil war however arose, which was oaniedom 
with great violence between the party of the dethioMil 
French King^ and that of tliy Convention. In this tbt ne^ 
grocN, aa well as the whiter, to^k diifierent aideSi and botik 
parties were about equal in numW. Toussaint, convittcedt 
that his countrymen were by no means indebted to the C!on«^ 
venlion for Ihcur liberty, was uatundlyon tlu! saqic^^ida mtH 
loyalty and religion, aiad by the aid of his courage and 
taUnts, the caiihc of royalty was triumphant in St. Doming^. 
For his great services in this war, he received Arom tiieKiog 
pf Spain a corjminsion as general in his army, and had the 
honour of being admitted a Knight of the ancient Military 
Orders of that country. 

Circumstances however occurred, which rendered it im- 
possible for Touiisaint to refuse his adherence to the eiuit^ 
ing government pf Fran^« The cause of royalty having 
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f ui)#4 AP that Qov^ty^ Uttlo f Qi44 b« 49aQ tA f^xv^ th^ 3mu4;^ • 
bm^ iufQiiif, by piol^giDg thfe mj^^n^H^ <^ civil war In • W^. 
lQ44a W<H>dj^ M^hile thie groat ^take of negr^^ libeity might be 
loAl.t^y' further o})^xMiUiQ& tp the lapx^bUcfm p^rty. IJe wan \ 
th^&)r^ induce4 W ffiW |i<ace to thqse whom he had opOfr 
qmnfe4 and to aek^awlcdgc U^ a^ority ^ the Convention 
From this time he became ^ lajithfMWivaiit of France^ duf *« 
i^g f^^^^ obaoge ill he* govenm^i^ti though often molest- 
e4 %^ /ombarr^Mwi^ i4^ hia plans loi the public good^. by tU0 
foUis and w^k^dftiw U tl^e, pa^siH>aui in authority in the rao^ 
th^ ^owt^iy, He prpved; 9a oyejr«niatch lor th^ vaiiq^i^ 
CiMMni88ipo0r8 sent by tho Faanch government to the iala;t^ 
in,<^kUig their rapacity, au4 reoderlag them, i\(;]^wit;lv».. 
atwdiiitf ^eir abili£ie9| n^re cypheva: he prate^ted tl^^ 
I^t^ia from the Con^mj^i^Qera^ and I^th from the natfm4 
ji|(|Wll«y of the ^eg^Tofis^ . . 

Gene^ liav^l^u^^ thaq e^wpandev in diief for IVance, 
£iiaa <misi his Ufa tot^uir h<M'o, and publicly acknowledged 

t]p^d«4l^« Tlie n^0roff|:<;^ Cape FranfoWi suape^fcini^ tlW' 
gjanw^ol a plot agalu^t tkeir fF^^e4om0 roa^ up agui^sst hii% 
thiww. him into prisp9» and weia prcpa^g to put him tio 
di^fithj vrhen ToMaa^iat, Mdth a band; of faitbSul foUowesa^ 
imM^ ietor tha tovm^ Mi d^llver^ liim Mt <rf their handa^ 
(Siweial L(a^K6au:(^ vaa oq tU»: oceaaioaao stvuck with tfie 
iwg a w piff>ity of thir n^igr^. cbjj^fi thai h« declared in a puUaa 
latilei, bia rea^lution to take no naaasuiein fatura in the go* 
imvi^aiit <tf % Uimif without tlial gratit man's advice and* 
OMMentt 

Tomaaint took uavearied paina in pwmoting the agric 
eoUiirat of t^a island; foi; tbia piirpoae he encoumged the 
^jlbourera, by giving them a ttoi part of the crops for their 
wageA ) {I large compensation in a country where sugar and. 
ai^e are the chief produ^etiona. He abo made laws to re- 
atMiin idlanesa, and obliged people to labour upon ihir tttcma 
^ tkeinaaan Uvelibopd i anA t^t^Swat tbeae lawa, he: made 
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uie of his power as a general, as he had no civil power to em* 
ploy. He put the vagrant and the deserter upon the same 
footing, and they were equally liable to be punished after a 
fair trial by a court martial ; but so mild were his punish- 
ments, (for he had no dungeons of confinement, nor siddy . 
deserts of exile,) that the severest one fop a labourer was the 
being obliged to enlist as a soldier. 

Such an honourable character could by no means win - 
the friendship of Bonaparte, then first consul of France ; 
who, notwithstanding, sent him a treacherous letter by the 
hands of General Leclerc, professing the highest esteem for 
him, and complimenting his extraordinary talents. Teas- 
saint had unfortunately sent his two beloved sons to France 
for their education, thus trusting them to French honor and 
gratitude ! The fond father had anxiously recommended tfaMi 
to the care and protection of that government, particularly . 
requesting that they might be brought up in religion. 

When the short-lived peace with £ngland (1801-2) had 
unchained the French navy, the subtle consul dispatched a 
fleet to St. Domingo, commanded by Admiral Villarefi, with . 
an army of at least 20,000 men under Genera) Lcclerc* 
To take these youths from their studies, and send them out 
to inveigle their father, was the project of Bonaparte; and 
he had fully resolved, that when he should have got the 
Chiefs of the free negroes in the West Indies in his power^ 
either by force or fraud, they should not live to oppose his 
tyranny in future. To this end, he loudly professed for our 
hero and his negroes the utmost admiration, gratitude and 
esteem ; wrote him letters full of praises and promises, and 
confirmed the commission of Commander in Chief, which he 
held under the former governments of France. . While the- 
unconscious Toussaint was working night and day for the 
good of France, by restoring with all his might the tillage 
of her richest colony, the French fleet and army were steal- 
ing over the sea to destroy bim andhis useful laboursr They 
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at lengtb arrived^ and it might be supposed perhaps that the 
lurst slep of General Leclerc was to send notice of his arrival 
to the lawful governor of the island^ whom he was sent to 
succeed, and demand peaceable possession of the town and 
forts in which he meant to quarter his forces; No ; General 
Leclerc w*ent to work exactly like an invading enemy in 
time of war, thoagh he had the modesty afterwards to com* 
plain, that he was not received as a friend. The moment 
he saw the coast of St. Domingo, he broke his force in thre« 
divisions, which fell like a sky-rocket, as nearly aft possible 
at the same time, on the three principal towns of the islmd* 
Nothing could be better contrived. 

At Foft Dauphin, where General Rochambeau arrived 
with the first division of the army before the two otheri 
could get round to their points of attack, the troops were in« 
stantly landed. No summons was sent to give the poor 
wandering colonists a chance of saving their lives by sub« 
mission. The troops were drawn up in battle array on the 
beach. The Negroes ran down in crowds to behold so 
strange a sight, and before they had any notice of wh$it wat 
designed against themi they were charged with the bayonet^ 
and routed, with the loss of many innocent lives. 

While by such means possession was obtained of Fort 
Dauphin, the nndn body of the fleet and army under ViUaret 
and Leclerc, were hastening round to the Cape. They ar- 
med the next day, and instantly prepared to land and take 
possession of Cape Francois; but ChrUiophef the black 
general, who commanded ^t this important post, having 
heard, no doubt, of the massacre at Fort Dauphin^ bravelj 
and loyally refused to suiFer them to enter the harbour until 
he should receive orders from Toussaint. 

The French however resolved to profit by Toussaint'f 
absence, and therefore landed the troops by force, under 
cover of the ships, at the expence not only of many lives^ 
but of the destruction of the town ; for Chri3tophe2.fiiMUi)g 



th«y persistdi in fordttg ik landing wittiont gii^g kitii tfufi^ 
«d si*nd to his cotntnander in diief, immediMely M Sre M' 
the placc^ as he had fepeatedly warned the invad^M* 

Daring this invasion^ Which oeeupied nhont 48 htnM^ 
lV>us«aint was in an inland ]^art5 at too great adistahtfe IMM 
the coast to gire atiy timely assistance or orders at eithlf tsl 
the paints of attack. Th order to decoy this hero^ CdrtMM^ 
the tutor of his sons, Was immediately sent to hin^ with %ht 
boys, from the smoking ruins of Cape Fran^ds. The dder 
son was about 17 ; the younger 16 ; they both had bMl 
separated seven or eight years from their aflectionate pMfiti^ 
and were now much improved, not only in stature^ bot 
every other point of appearance that could rejoice the eye of 
a father. Ignorant as the poor l.ids were of publie affldtH; 
they had been taught that it was for their father's good t6 
comply with the wishes of the Chief Consul ; and t^a« 
parte himself had talked with and caressetf thetfi at t^tis, iii 
order to impress that opinion on their minds. 

With these mnocent decoys in his train, and with letters 
both from General Leclerc and the Consul, full of the most 
high-flown compliments to Toussain*, and the most tempt- 
ing offers of honours, wealth, and power, Colsnon proceeded 
to the place of our hero's usual abode. His cruel orders 
were, to let the boys see and embrace their father and mo* 
ther, but not to let them remain : if the father should agre^ 
to sell himself, and betray the cause of freedom, h^ was t^ 
be required to come to the Cape to receive the commands dT 
Leclerc, and become his lieutenant-general 5 but if he should 
be found proof against coiTUption and deceit, the boys wer^ 
to be torn from his arms, and brought back again As hos- 
tages. If nothing else could move him, the fears and agonies 
tf a parent's breast might, it was hoped, be effectual to bend 
his stubborn virtue. 

' On their arrival, the father was not at home, his urgeht 
pttblle "duties having called him to a distant part of the 
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island^ where he wa^ ptobabtf efi4«aVouriffg td tfoUtfOt bis 
scattered ttiHSps^ ahd to make (t slatid nguifisK tfit iairiiden. 
The t»)th€t, hotrever^ tlie feitbful wife df Toua^aint^ was 
f hete ; and efttlgbt her ^ar ton^ ateeiii dhiMrtu to li«r b0^ 
itotti. It was ilo hfitd tttik for the ehtdj to delude thb teff- 
det {mtient. lie pitAss^d to het, Is he had detlar^d to irtl 
the tte^oc^ he met with on hh jcmtMf, (/lOt the Cotisui hoi 
no design whatetyer agairUH iheit fieedMi^ but wtoh^d e^tjr 
fat peaee^ and A due atibmiasfott to fhe dnthotftf of the Re^ 
fittblic. tlie fotid mother waa reMy ib beliere all Ke attid. 
She ftfdentljr wished th^t H iiii^h t be thie, and tbitt het beloved 
^dSbandj with hia superior knowledgl^ end judj^meftti thi^ 
see eAuse to ednfide in the^le pleAsfal^ tesorttrnM. 8he irn 
ftentljr sent ott an e±prt^ to him, to kt hini kno^ fltat d 
messeng^er firom the Conaul was c(Mte, With the dfef 6( 
peace, liberty, and thefa* children. 

Toussaint was so ht dlsttot, that Wfth eU hi^ Wonderful 
speed in riding, he did hot arrive tft Erinety |[thet wtir the^ 
place of this interesting home) tBl the fdloWing hight. Ah ! 
what pttngis of suspense, What iiiecl^ilalonS of hope Md tekt^ 
must have WfUng the he^tt of the poor mother ih the inter- 
val ! But hef beloved husband it fast Mrif ed, ehd rniibed 
into the arms of his diildren.-^of ewhile Hie hefo forgot 
that he was any thing but n hther. He pressed frst the 
eUter boy, then the younger to bis hekrt^ then locked them 
both in a long, embtace. HeA he itepped bac^ for a mo^ 
ment to gaate on their features and their persons^ Iseatr, the 
elder. Was so much grown, that he was almost as tall al his 
father ; his face began to wear a toanly air, and TottssaiAtr 
t^eealied ih him the same image that sometimes ibfet his 
yottthftfl eyes when he bathed in the dear lake among the 
mottntatbs. Tlie younger was not ^ near to manhood^ but 
his so^er features were not less endearing. The fatliet ^W 
a^in the playful ttfehfax that uaed to dimb upon his knees, 
and the very expression that won his heart in the objttt of 
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his first afiiection. Again he caught both the youths to his 
bosom^ and his tears dropped fast upon their cheeks. 

When the paternal embrace were over, Toussaint stieteh* 
ed out his arms to the tutor ; but the cold-blooded Coisnon^ 
retiring from the embrace^ assailed him in a set speech, 
with persuasions to submit to the Consul^ and to betray the 
cause of freedom. Tliis eloquent tutor promised the negro 
chief^. respect, honors, fortune, and even the office of Lieu- 
tenant General of the bland, if he would come to tlic Cape, 
and bring over his troops to join the French standard j and 
in case of non-compliance he was threatened with vengeance, 
and the loss of his beloved sons. ^^ You must submit,'' said 
Coisnon, " or my orders are to carry my pupib back to the 
^' Cape. You will not, I know, cover yourself with infiuny, 
" by breaking faith and violating a safe conduct. Behold^ 
" then, the tears of your wife 5 and consider, that upon 
^' your decision depends whethev the boys sliall remain to 
^' gladden her heart and yours, or be torn from you hotli foi^ 
^' ever.'' The orator concluded by putting into the hero's 
hands the letters of the Captain-general and the ConsuL 

Isaac next addressed his afflicted father, in a speech which 
his tutor had as^stcd him in preparing. He related how 
kindly he was received by the Consul, and what high esteem 
and regard that chief of the republic professed for Toussaint 
L'Ouverture and his family. The younger brother added 
something which he had been taught, to die same effect ; 
and both, with artlesa eloquence of their own, tried to win 
their father to a puri)ose, of the true nature and consequence 
of which they had no suspicion. 

During these heart-rending assaults on the virtue and 
firmness of Toussaint, the hero, checking his tears, and eye- 
ing his children with glances of agonized emotion, main- 
tained a profound silence. ^^ Hearken to your children," 
cried Coisnon ; << confide in their innocence ; they will tell 
'' you nothing but truth." 
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' Again the tears of their mother and her hoys^ and their 
sobbing entreaties^ poured anguish into the hero's bosom. 
He still remained silent. The conBict of passions and prin- 
ciples Tvithin him might have been seen in his expressive 
features^ and in his eager glistening eye. But his tongue 
did not attempt to give utterance to feelings for which lan- 
guage was too weak. 

The artful Coisnon saw the struggle ; he ejred it with a 
heD-bom pleasure^ and was ready in his heart to cry out 
* victory," when the illustrious African suddenly composed 
his agitated visage, gently disengaged himself from the grasp 
of his wife and children, took the envoy into an inner cham- 
ber, and gave him a dignified refusal. ^^ Take back my 
*' children,^' said he, ** since it must be so. I will be faithful 
*^,to my brethren and my God." 

Coisnon, finding he could not carry his point, wished at 
least to draw our hero into a negotiation with General Le- 
clerc; and Toussaint, always humane and fond of peace, 
was witling to treat upon any terms by which ** the horrible 
fate" as he himself truly called it, which was intended for 
his brethren, might be avoided without the miseries of war. 
He, therefore, readily agreed to send an answer to the cap- 
tain-generars letter, but would not prolong the painful fa- 
mily scene by staying to write it at Ennery, or again seeing 
his boys. It was two in the morning when he arrived there^ 
and at four he mounted his horse again, and set off at full 
speed for his camp. 

On the next day our hero dispatched a Frenchman of the 
name of Granville, who was the tutor to his younger chil- 
dren, with a letter for the Captain-general; and this man 
overtook his brother-tutor and the two poor hostage-youths 
on their way to the Cape. This letter was of such a nature 
that it produced a reply from General Leclerc, and a further 
correspondence took place between these opposite leaders 
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4uriiig fievcra} daysy a truee being aUowe4 £or the ptupesc^ 
which lieclcrc es^ctcd would h$ve end^d in a jumc^* 

Jbe treaty At length broke ofF, and war was n^oit fiarioua* 
ly repewe^ i^un9t Toussaint and bis adhererits ip owaiy 
/quarter of the island. Leclerc with success, a«sa|led the 
fidelity of the soldiers, and of the black gcneraU and officers 
who had commands under Toussmnt. So powerfully 414 
\,\ip dreadful scourge of war, inflicted on all points of ll^e 
aoloi)y at once by Franccj second the treacherous prosiiaea 
of Jjf^clerc, that such of the negro troops as sUU adhered t» 
Tous;iaint, began to be weary of tlic coutcst, atid evejry dax« 
almpst, spme leading pian among tbein went over tp tb( 
enemy. 

Tlie French general had published nn prderi restofiof to 
the planters all their former power over the negrgci belong- 
ing to Uieir estates. "Iliis inflamed the negroes who had 
been so lately delivered from the ^^ horrible yo)ce/' 9P4 
Toussaint saw at once bis nieans of victory in this imprui)eiit 
wiekedncss of his enemies. Instead of continuing his flight 
among tlie mpuntains, he turned short towards the north 
jcoast of the island, where a very extensive and fertfl^ plaiii 
surrounds Cape Fran^uis, and^ where there was, in eonie^ 
quence, the greatest number of cultivators. He summoned 
them to arms, and they were not now, as before, deaf to his 
voice. They rose in a mass around him, hailing hiin as 
their deliverer i^)d guardian angel. These new tipops were 
badly armed, or rather for the most part, not armed ^i allf 
p%cept with hoes, and a kind of cutlass, which is ufed vn the 
West Indies for trimming the green fences. But their 
ou^)bcrs aad s:eal enabled tbeur brave leader to sunDPU^t all 
difficulties. He poured lik^ a tprrent ovpr the whole plain 
pf the north, every where seiaung the Frenc)i posts, and dfiv* 
ing their divisions before him, till they fbui)d reftige ivithia 
jtbe fortificatipn^ of Cape Francois. 
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. Taus»9int had no buttering artUlerjr ; yet h^ sarrouaded 
the town, made several sbftrp attains upon it up to die very 
mouths of the cannoPf wd would certainly baFe taken the 
I^aee, had not thf fleat been lying in the harbour. The 
Fnench wew obliged to land the marines, and 1900 sef^nm 
fifom the fleet, tp mm nevtr batteries, and to liaul the abipa 
close in shore, whene their broadsides might play upon the 
bttiegers. Yet, after all, the place must have yielded to the 
intnepid Toussaint and his husbandmen, if General Haidy^ 
with a grand division of the French fraxy from the souths 
bad opt advanced by forced masebes, and thrown biiBadf 
into the town. The Cap^ain-gtneral himself waeobligad 
to follow by sea, quitting all his conquests in th^aoulb^aftet 
having msorehed back all his vktorious detaehmests, ftipm 
the tnteripr to the c^aat. 

it ie truly wonderfal to consider, in Iiow short a time these 
great rerensea werse effeeted. About the middle of Mardi^ 
Ae JRrench were at the summit of their successes and Confi- 
dence ; yet by the flth of April, they were reduced to such 
estremity, that X^edere, besieged at the Cape, and haidljr 
able to maintain himself th^re, was upon the point of le?* 
tfeatipg by sea, to the Spanish part of the island. 
* The French general perceiving his error, framed a cunning 
peocbmatim, dated April 2&, which was sent into the cfunp 
of the negroes, and to every part of the isbuuL Thb deceits 
ftd prodoetion had the desired effect, and early in the month 
of May, a peace Was condnded ivitiiour b«H>, and all the 
generals and tonps under his eonManand. 
t Toussaint had j^ed to his peaeeiul family mansion at 
Qonaives, which is on the south»west ooest of St* Da« 
mh^, at a little distance from St. Mares. He had them a 
UtHe estate, whj^rh was called by his own surname, I/0«« 
verture, and where he pinribably hoplM long to enjoy that 
domestic peace, to which tie had been tea years a straoger. 
The two peomisiiig fstttbs, who bad bHtt uadev the tuition 
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of Coisnon^ wcrc^ it is said, murdered^ which had left n 
melancholy blank in the family circle. 

On a sudden^ at midnight, the Creole frigate, supported by 
the Hero, a 74 gun ship, both dispatched on purpose by Leclerc 
from thcCape, stood in towards the Calm Beach, nesnr Gonai ves. 
Boats, with troops, immediately after landed, and surrounded 
the house of Toussaint, while he was at rest with the faith- 
ful companion of all his cares and dangers. Brunet, a bri« 
gadier-general, and Ferrari, aid-de-camp to Leclerc, who 
have been both praised in the Moniteur for this honourable 
servicei entered the chamber of the hero, with a file of grena* 
diers, and demanded of him to go, with aU his family, on 
board the frigate. 

^fhe lion was in the toils, and assbtance was hopdess^ 
but Toussaint was still himself; still dignified, generous^ 
and feeling. He submitted, as far as concerned his own 
fate, without gratifying his base enemies by a murmur y but^ 
alive to the fears and dangers of his wife and children, he 
requested that they might be left dt home, and would have* 
made that the condition of his own compliance. This con* 
dition, however, his ruthless oppressors would not grant; for 
the destruction of all who were dearest to Toussaint, was 
part of their perfidious purpose. An irresistible military 
force appeared, and the whole family, including the niece 
of a deceased brother, were carried on board the frigate, and 
and from thence embarked in the Hero, which proceeded 
with them immediately to France. 

Our hero's character was at this period vilely stigmatised 
by the first consul, who employed a lying author, Dnbroca^ 
to charge him with murdbr and hypocrisy, and whose er- 
roneous history, entitled, the ^' Life of Toussaint L'Ouvertuxe^ 
Chief of the French Rebels in St. Domingo," has, to the 
disgrace of our language, been translated into English. Jus- 
tice is, however, due to a man of Toussamt's honour and 
integrity, whose fiunily were unjustly made prisonenj and yet 
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two childien only arrived, with their mother^ in France, the 
rest having been previously drowned, or otherwise disposed 
of. Toussaint was not only refused the comfort of convers- 
ing with his family on the passage, but was treated with 
the utmost rigour, having been constantly confined m his 
eabin, and there guarded' by soldiers, with fixed bayonets. 
No sooner had he arrived in the harbour of Brest, than he 
was hurried on shore, cruelly torn from liis beloved family, 
and forced to bid them a last adieu. They were detained 
prisoners on ship-board, while he was conveyed to a solitary 
cell, in the distant castle of Jouz, in the neighbourhood of 
Mount Gaesa. 

This deed was managed by the consul with such profoimd 
secresy, that the place of his confinement was, for some time, 
a matter of guess In France. The afflicted wife, two chil- 
dren, a niece, and the servants of Toussaint^ were not im- 
prisoned with less closeness than Iiimself ; they were removed 
to Bayonne ; but the fate of this interesting family has been 
carefully concealed. Toussaint, as supposed, was poisoned; 
and, from the character of their oppressor, the reader may 
easily anticipate the death of the rest. 



TOADS HATCHED BY DUCKS. 

The following was^ taken from the Wakefield Star. 

Early in July 1807, a most exia'aordinary phenomenon 
was observed by several people of credit, at the house of 
Mr. Rhodes, in Thomes-lane, near Wakefield. A hen had 
been sitting on ducks' eggs, several of which iiad produced 
ducklings : on examining one egg, a small hole was found 
in one end of the shdt^ through which a toad was^ disco- 
vered, not a}ive, which filled the whole shell, and seemed, 
upon breaking it^ to be ab^lut^y strail^n^ for w;ant of 
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room. £xdept t\tt «mdll hok^ such afl ii usually found in an 
«g^9 vl^^tt <be aniilial within is mature for hatchbig, the 
shell was perfectly whole, 00 as utterly to prtdode the sup* 
positioti of the toad's hailrtg crept in fhtougfa the hote. 
We have onrselvei seen the toad, aiid with a small part of the 
shell still adhering to It, Thb singular chcumstance reminds 
us of an account, which we inserted id our paper, about a 
year ago from the Northampton Mercury, of seveMil per- 
sons, who were poisoned at a village near Grantham, fiMli 
eath^ eggs Idd by ducks, which had previously been th* 
served to have hud connection with some toads in a pond. 



A WONDERFUL 

PRESERVATION OF A PIG, 

BURIBB IN THB BARtH UPWARDS OF FIVB MOKTHS. 

May 30, 1811. The workmen, on removing tlie rubbish 
of part of the clifT, near Dover Castle, that fell down 
a few months before, by which a mothjcr uid her chil- 
dren were killed, and their bodies found the next day, dis- 
covered a hog that was buried in the ruins at the same time^ 
and was supposed to have perished ; but, strange as it may 
appear, he was found alive, making it euctly five months 
and nine days since the accident. At that time the animal 
weight about seven score ; when he wAs found, he was 
wasted to about 30 pounds; but is still likely to da 
well. 

Hat. Reg, June 2, 181 1. 

ILL USAGE OF A SUPPOSED WITCH* 

A iiOMttR of people surrounded the house of John iPrit- 
chefs, of West Longdon, in Kent, November 99; WOU, ixA- 
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tat pretenoe of his wife haviiig bewitdied a bojr^ named 
Ladd, abdat 13 years old, he hsving pnitended to void 
Btedles ind pins ftom his body^ and his father had np^ 
lidid the deceit) luid had collected bil'ge niass of money of 
die orednloiuu They forced this nvonian from her house^ 
tb Ladd'S) whidk was nearly a mile distance^ and b^ vio* 
lence dragged her to the room where this boy was, scratched 
iMr'aHms and face in a most duel maimer, to draw bloody 
attiiey said, of thewitch^ and then threateiiedtoswimher} 
but some humane persons interfensd^ and saved the poor wo** 
man's lilt ; and tke persons earfjringon thissdarpostiire, par^ 
ticolsdy one fieatd, and Ladd's wife^ wei<e taken bcrfbre a 
magistrate^ and compelled to give satisfaction to the wo«> 
lun : the mob thcQ diq>ersed, as the country was (piile i«i 

atvomlt* 

Annual Register, 1762, p. }03» 



EXTRAORDINARY ACCEDENT; 

Ov the 13th of June 1812, Mr. Tipple drove the single - 
horse ehaia^ of his ftiendi J. Overton, Esq. to tiie Forest- 
fUtei W^tt H^ttiy wlMre he arri^^ about nine o'clock in 
the ev»wiig» Ht then proceeded* to vnharoest the horse 
Jbona the chaise^ lineautbu^ jdadag hoiisdf between the 
laff riiaft and a» apgle «f the chaise* house, atvwhidh instant 
the horse moved towards die ata(Ue«<dnar oppanle^ and th^ 
shlift of til* cftidise situdk Mr. Tipple under the left arm, and 
the horse continuing to advance, the shaft was forced through 
his body. It came out iffimedialely under his right arm, and 
entered the chaise-house about six inches, passing through 
an exterior feather-edged board, and carrying away the in- 
terior lining. In this stuation, -• Mr. Tipple remained two 
or three minutes, pinioned to the chmse-house, till bis cries 
attmcted the attentfon oftwogentlemen; one of whomseis^ed 
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the horse by the nose^ backed him, and with caie and 
promptitude drew the shaft from the body, which it had 
entered^ from the end to the first tug, 21 inches^ Mr, Tip- 
ple then walked into the house, and up two pair of stairs, 
into his chamber. Medical assistance was procured in eight 
minutes, and he was bled. Sir William Blizard was with 
liim, and in somewhat less than two hours after the bcop- 
dent, recommended iti to Mr. Tipple to settle his afiain, 
and gave it as his opinion to the friends of Mr. Tipplcy that 
it was impossible for him to survive. Contrary^ however, 
to all expectation and experience, Mr. Tipple^ thfoogh the 
unremitting assistance of Sir William Blizard^ and the 
judicious means resorted to, in the first instance^ by Dr. 
Maddens, did, within the space of four weeks from the 
time of the accident^ so far recover as to be able to walk 

about. 

Bristol Mirror. 



A RiVT CAUGHT BY AN OYSTER. 

Mr. James Wrigley, master of the Golden Lion inn^ at 
Liverpool, going into his cellar, October 26, 1759, having 
some oysters there, a large Norway rat, endeavouring' to 
seize an oyster that was open, it closed^ and held hittso 
fast, that he was carried into the kitchen, and exhibited'to 
some hundred persons, while aUve. 

Annual Register, 1759, p* 133. 



A PARTRIDGE WITH TWO NECKS. 

LUSUS NATURE. 

A PARTRIDGE of an extraordinary description was shQt on 
Monday, September 1, 1806, by Samuel Smith, Esq. in the 
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Yieinity of Rickmansworth ; it had two neeks^ branching itotty 
the body in the form of a letter V, both of which were, in' 
every respect, complete ; the eyes in either head appeared 
to have been eqaaDy perfect, though they were somewhat 
disfigured by the shot ; and it was supposed the creature used 
both bilb to feed, although that on the left side was evi- 
dently most rubbed. It was a young bird, fat, and in fine 
leather, Mr, Smith was induced to think there were other 
curiously-formed birds in the same covey, and ordered his 
game-keeper to endeavour to take them alive; but he 
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JSXTRAORDINARY PHBNOMBNON. 

SoMSTiMB about the 22d of September 1810, Mn Elisha 
Wall and his family, consisting of his wife and three grown 
children, besides several small ones, at his plantation, on Cy- 
press Creek, about 12 miles from Coosawatchie-bridge, in 
South Carolina, sawpassing over his y^rd, considerably below 
the height of the trees, on Sunday, directly after dinner, apro- 
digious quantity of narrow-headed cat-Jishf of two sizes, the 
lessei^ quantity about two feet long, and the greater about 
one foot. The largest fish were as walls of defence, on either 
side of the small ones, about three yards in breadth, and 
three tiers deep — they were well arranged, in a small distance 
from each other, so as each to have room to use their fins 
and twls, without interfering with each other — they were 
nearly one hour moving sloWly from east to west — they had 
all the motions of real living fish in their natural element, 
though there was neither cloud nor wind to support their 
movements. It is said that several thousands must have 
jpassed during the time they were viewed. Mr. Wall is an 
lumest nmn, of truth, <«obriety, and industry, whose word 
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in any cise^ will nol be disputed by those wh6 kaow hinwiiv 
there were aleo at hb house^ at the tim^^ five indiflbreiil 
pertonii who aho saw thb great phenotneooDi and arewil*? 
Vuag, if necessary^ to make oath to the Act herein slated. 



ENGLISH HEROISM. 

Whbn the gallaal Earl Howe added fresh laurels to.tli^ 
British, flag, on the glorious 1st of June 1794^ a seanWi 
named Appleford, greatly distinguished the characterietie 
bravery of English tars. 

The Marlborough, the ship to which he belonged^ by 
intrepidly breaking the enemy's line, became totally dis* 
masted, and in that situation, dropped with her stern oi| 
the bows of a French 84, whose bowsprit came over the 
Marlborough's poop. The Frenchmen were preparii^ ^ 
board, though with apparent reluctance^ when Applefenl| 
to be before^l^and with them, mounted their bowsprit, and 
with his cutlass boldly leaped upon their forecastle, which 
be not only took possession of, but forced his adversariet 
to fly for salety into the waist of the ship ; a French officerji 
observing the uncommon behaviour of our hero, rushed from 
the quarter-deck, to reproach so many of his mmi foir 
cowardly running from one, and to convince them of bia 
pwn honour, instantly commenced an attack upon 4pplff« 
ford, who was fortupatc enough to conquer his antagoni^ 
His situation by this time becopilng extremely dangero^a^ 
he thought it best to efiect liis rctrea^ as he was not at that 
time assisted on the spot by any of his oountrymen } with 
this intention, he again mouuted the bowsprit, and by oou* 
rageously springmg off tlic end, he reached the poop deek 
cifhbown ship at the moment when they were drifting 
from each other* i^t this pcf iod If o|Tor| smoke, and cuoBge 



were general^ but victory hovered over the British fleet^ 
while the French were numing away at all points of the 
(Compass ; unfortunately for tbs Marlborough, the valour of 
her crew had placed her so close to the disabled ships of 
Ihe^iemy; that amidst the confusion of the battle, she 
was tdcen by several English ships to be a Frenehmm, 
more particularly so, as the whole of her cdoars had 
been shot away, but one white ens^, which was then 
hoisted. This circumstance occasioned much destruction 
m board, from the fire of those ships who fell into the mis-» 
tate ; nor was the error discovered, until she was reduced 
to a shattered hulk. Several of the Frenclunen that had 
left the main body of their fugitive iBeet, formed an 
CMrder of saiGng to the windward,- and were bearing down 
in such a direction as to pass under the Marlborough's stem, 
the headmost of which, by a shot, carried away the BA* 
tish ensign^ by this drcumfiftance, the honour of Old £og«» 
hmd, for a moment, appeared to snfler, from the in^osMH 
KBty of replacing the coburs, every flag having been ahol 
tfMyj consequently it seemed as if they had sirudc to the 
Frenchmen, an idea which operated so^ strongly on the mind 
of the undaunted Appleford, that he loudly exclaimed, 
* The English coloui9 shall never be dous'd where I toil** 
flien castii^ his eyes round the deek, he perceived the deed 
body of a marine, who had been shot dirough Che head, he 
instantly seized him, and stripping his red coat oi^ st^Mk 
h on a boarding pike, and exalted it in the air, swearing 
that Englishmen would not desert thdur coloiirs> and that 
when all the red coats were gone, they would h<rfst blue 
jackets. The singularity of sndi conduct infused into the 
hardy sons of Neptune, that valour and herrism with whidi 
they fought to the glorious period when victory ended their 
fuiima]ted struggle. 

British Press, January 19, 1808. 
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SOME ACCOtTNT OT ' 

DANIEL CUERTON. 

This man was remarkable for his strength j he died ia thcv 
year 1803, aged fifty-four. He waa bom in Old-street, SW 
Luke's, and was by trade a ladies' shoemaker; for sixteen yeii»; 
lie kept an old iron shop in James-street, near Grosveoor*^, 
square ; after that he lived in John-street, Goodge-stieety 
Tottenham-court Road, where he died ; he was a freemason^ 
and belonged to the Lodge, No. 8, held at the King^s Arms 
coffee-house, Lower Brook-street. This man had the power»^ 
peculiar to himself, of widening or swelling his chest to.so^ 
prodigious a size, that the largest man's coat would not fit, 
l}im; he also had the way of reducing himself as easy, so that 
he could put on a boy's coat of fourteen years of age ; he was; 
about five feet sue inches high, and rather lusty, but verj. 
active ; he would put his hands under his arm pits, and, in; 
this way, take up a glass or pot with his elbows, and drink, 
whatever quantity he pleased ; with his hands in that poi&"K 
tion he would also hammer a quart or pint pot together with 
his elbows, equal to theur being flattened with a hammer, if. 
any one would undertake to pay for the pot. With hia 
hands bound behind him, he would without any aid, raise a. 
large mahogany table, with his teeth, that would dine a 
dozen people, balance it steadily, or raise it to the ceiling 
If desired. The habit of exhibiting these extraordinary feats, 
brought on such a custom of frequenting public-houses, that 
he became reduced in circumstances, and he died almost in 
wai)t. (The Society of Freemasons had given him up some 
time before his dcatli.) 
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DEW LIKE BUTTER. 

Mk. Robert Vans, of Kilkenny, in Ireland, in a letter 
dated November 15th, 1695, to Mr. Heniy Millfon, describes 
an extraordinary substance falling from the air like butter. 
*^ We have had of late, in the Ciwrnty of limerick and Tlp- 
perary, showers of a matter, like butter or grease. If this 
be rubbed on one's hand, it will melt, but laid by the fire, it 
dries and grows hard, having a very stinking smell. This 
last -night some fell at this place, which. I saw this morning. 
It is gathered into pots and other vessels, by some of ih^ 
inhabitants of this place.'' 



In another letter from the Bishop of CIo3me, near Youg- 
hall, dated April 2d, 1696, on the same butler-lIke substance^ 
h^ aays, ^^ having very diligently inquired concerning a very 
odd phenomenon, which was observed in many parts of 
Munster and Leinster, the best account I can collect of it is 
as follows ', for a good part of last winter and spring, there 
fell in several places, a kind of thick dew, which the country 
people called butter, from the consistency and colour of it^ 
bdng soft, clammy, and a dark yellow ; it fell always in. the 
night, and chiefly in moorish Igw grounds, on the top of the 
grass, and often on the thatch of the cabins. It was seldom 
observed in the same place twice : it coramoiSly lay on the 
earth for near a fortnight, without changmg its colour ; but 
then dried and txuned black. Cattle fed in the fields ,wherc 
it lay, indifiisrently, and in other fields. It fell in lumps^ 
often as large as the end of one^s finger, very thin and scat- 
teringly. It had a strong ill scent, somewhat like the 
smell of church-yards or graves ; and indeed we had duriqg 
aiostof that season very stinking fogs, some sediment of 
which might possibly o(;casion this stinking dew, though I 
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ivlll by no means pretend to oiFer that as a reasoii of it : I 

cannot find that it was kept long, at that it bred any worms 

dr insects ; yet the snperstitioos country people, Who had 

scald or sore heads, rubbed tbein with this substance^ and 

said it healed tbem# 

Phii. lYans. Vol. 19^ p. 29&« 



HONEY DEW. 

A dew of honey fell in the neighboai)iood of RatliieMae 

in Irdandj July 9^ 1762, which loaded the trees and lon^ 

grass in such a manner^ that quantities of it were saved bj 

scoops. 

Jrmual Register, I7^> ?• 9B. 



4CCVIUTB 8KBTCH OF THB MONStROtTS JHOK-BBSCHM", 

JUSTLY CALtBD THB 

WONDER OP THE DEEP; 

TAKBN BY BNGLISH FISHBRMBN^ ON THB COAST Of IK>RSBT« 
SHIRB, ON THB 4tH OF MAY, 1801 ; 

AND BXHIBITBD AT THB PANTHEON, OXFOBD-STBBBT^ 18Q3, 

This enormous fish having hitherto escaped the notice 
of all the Naturalists who have written on the subject, hfts 
necessarily become the cause of enquiry and admiratfen 
among the curious and well-informed of all descriptiomr; 
Und as it is evidently no species of the whade, our researehM 
into its nature and qualities become more and more interest* 
ing. Thus, its magnitude in its first appearance is uneom* 
monly striking ; besides being 28 feet in length, and n«« 
SO feet in girth, its petural fins, or shoulders, are two feet 
wide, or equal to a man's grasp with both arms, and ave 
about five feet long^ tapering towards the end-9>batth«t which 
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ad(k to th« appearance tof its buik, is the unoonimon Iie^t 
lof the ilors^i ^ baok £m^ ss this measured a peipendioular 
^five feet, tapeiing tovjurds the t^p from a base of about 
liMwe ieet wide. The upper part iif the head and the eyes^ 
im piopoiiion 4o theeciosaious width of laouth, ibnas a most 
amildar tamtrttst^ as the latter^ though without any jay 
Imw, camtaiBS 4000 teeth, «rraof;ed in auae «ows plaoed,ai 
like cKti>ene cein nf the laoutfap and tinuqg inwaEMb like a 
curve. Its eyes if>pear very uear 4be exIveButy 4t the nose, 
and its nostnls are dSreotly aader theaa. Xbe snoul^ witli 
arhich ittBten» 4o Jhave aought its kmi^ teaxs some small 
CttsemUaaee to Ihat otahqg^^AmA eiuiluBine of two lower 
fins, the under part of Ak <BiclraeiAinaiy inbabitartt 4o£ the 
deep, is supported by two feet placed nearly in the center of 
its body, consisting of sdttfl IhRJh, vbout five feet long, the 
divisions of each extremity beiQg also provided with a fang 
or claw, not unlike the tusk of a boar, and strong webbed 
between— -as to appearance, t!he1ega ire mutAxtftronger than 
the Under part of an ior:. ft skoiM liave tesn iteervvd, 
that his two fins, viz. 4(iiieH)n«eiiDk44e, grow near his body 
xm each side of these limbs or feet. His toil from j)oiht to 
point was 8 feet ; but the hindennost, or lower orificq, un- 
like the mouth, is remarkably small. A jpart pf his jplls, 
^hich are preserved, appear like a brovKn comb 4 and jpie- 
"vious to wet or dark weather, become very pliable, and of a 
black colour — and what is the most surprising, in all this 
cumbrous and unwieldy body, there is but one bon^ vis, 
that of the vertebrae or back, which runs from the nose to 
the uppermost extremity jof the tul. This animal is sup- 
posed to have fed upon 6ea*weed% as nearly five pails full of 
them, and them ohly, iwere ibund in the carcass^ when it 
was fint opened. — Its liver only, produced four hogsheads oT 
oil ; and hence its excessive weight, added to the vigour of 
its dying exertions, after having received seventeen balls 
fkrom the Greyhound Cutter, rendered it necessary for the 

VOL. V. F f 



flMhcnncn, who viilnly rndcnvoured to dmg it on nhore , to 
obtain the OAsist.'uiof of 9even lioiiirH nnd several men } and 
for many honr» bt'forc it oxpirtHl on the Aca->beach nav 
Abbotabory, in DorarUthire, it juntly Iny as an objeet of aur* 
prize nnd Hstoniahnirnt to nil the bi'holdta^ } and it hat 
since nttmcted the notice of srvenU considerable and ra* 
s|>ectnblo pcrsonnircs. Another circun^stance which conveys 
an additional idea of the magnitude of this enormous car- 
cassy is, that n hole being nmdo in tiie Imttom, ncnr^he hind 
\cgSy of the skin, hirge enough to admit a man or woman, 
who can nenrly wnlk upright in it, several persons have 
positively entertnl the bo<Iy this way, tuid come out again 
through the ajterture of the mouth. 



NtmrKKsINO INSTANl K OK TUB QUICKNESS OF 

VEdETATlON IN COLD CLIMATES j 

niK l<t)LLOWlNG JIlCINO A rAI.KNDAU OK A SlIUilUAN OR 

LAPLAND YKAIl. 

Snow molts • • •••••• June 22 

Snow gone ,• •• • , July I 

l^'lelds quite green «•••••••• •• •# ■ 

Plants nt full growth • — ^ 1/ 

riunts u\ flower • • ,•••• «— 25 

Fruits ripe August 2 

Plants shed their seed •• ..•.•••• • ■ 10 

Snow • ^. — — W 

From August IH, to June 22, siu)w {Uid ice. 
Tluis it nppt urs, that from their lirst emerging ttom the 
ground to thi» ripening of their sei»ds, the plants tnke but a 
month; and Spring, Sunnncr nnd Autumn^ arc crowded into 
the short space of 56 days. 
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Astonishing Instance of the Cruelty and Neglect of Country 
Parish Officers^ at Datchworthy in Hertfordshire, in the 
account of Four Persons there, 

STARVED TO DEATH, 

In tlie month of January, 1769« 

. BY PHILIP THICKNESSE, ONE OF THE JURYMEN ON THE 

BODIES. 

Mr. Thicknesse, after remarking that the poor are no 
where more hardly dealt with than in extensive, but obscure 
parishes, where scarcely any gentlemen reside, and where 
a few upstart necessitous persons most shamefully apply the 
money raised, proceeds as follows : 

On the 23d of January, 1769, a day-labourer, who lately 
lived in a poor-house belonging-to this parish, told me, that 
four or five persons were found dead in a poor-house on the 
green, and that they perished for want of food, raiment, 
attendance, and a habitable dwelling. Unable and unwilling 
to believe it, I set out with an intention to examine info the 
truth of so alarming a report ; a report which the extreme 
severity of the weather alone induced me to give any credit 
to. However, I immediately went to the place, where I 
found a small hut, consisting of one room, without floor or 
ceiling, fourteen feet long and twelve broad, unthatched in 
some places, a window frame without any glass at one end, 
and on the opposite side a large hole in the plastering, 
through which I could have got, and in at which I looked. 
There I beheld the four dead bodies, emaciated beyond any 
conception, lying on a very small quantity of dirty peas- 
straw, spread on the bare earth; The ii>an had on a piece 
of a shirt, the woman was quite naked, as were the children ; 
nor had they any other clothes or covering but the remnant 
of an old blanket and a sack : so that I cannot conceiv^^ 

Ff2 
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had every tabic in the parish provided them with mett and 
drink, and the Almighty vtrith health, but they must hmte 
perished with cold in such a house, aad in sud)k % «ak^ 
condition. 

Upon a strict enquiry amongst the ne^^hbourSf I loand 
they had been so ill, as to be confined from last Saturday 
three weeks ; and that this day fortnight one of the over* 
seers of the parish>poor came and left half a crown for 
them, direettng a neighbour to get them some tea, or 
other sustenance ; and this neighbour did ask them what 
should be boiqpht with it : the woman replied, imperfectly, 
'a &ggot3 some blown sugar, and a candle, which wfit 
bought accordingly ; and put, together with the change of 
the half crown, in the house near them. From this tioi% 
however^ till eleven days after, (when they were by aahep* 
herd's boy, accidentally discovered to be dead), it doet not 
appear, that either parish officer, or neighbour, had the hn* 
manlty to enter the liousc, to look in at the holes or window, 
or to take the least notice of their well-known wretched, ud 
starving condition : for they perceived, and acknowledged 
that no fire was made with the purchased faggot ; and thai 
they had seen no smoke to issue from the chimney fcur e 
fortnight before they were found dead ; at which tinie the 
same faggot^ tlie change, and the candle lay> as thej wfsie 
left by the neighbour who fetched them. Arepoit had 
been industriously spread that they had the Gaol Distenw 
per, (though they never had been in a gaol), and no oof 
would approach the house. 

Upon my return from viewing both inside and outside of 
this wretched scene, I wrote the following notes to John 
and Samuel Bassett, brothers,, one tlie church-warden^ the 
other the overseer of the parish poor. 

Mr. Bassett, 

I DKsiRB, nay, I require, that you do not cause the 
four dead persons, namely, James Eaves, his wife, and two 



«iu)dra^ fff hebmieA tilk the coroner lias held an kiq^oest 
CO their bodies^ and the emse^ and aothois of their dftath^ 
afo fiOfftsAj enquired mSKK, 

Datchmorti, Jem. 2S, 1709. Yours^ &c. 



I omitted iB tkepvopM^ plaee to say, that the tlrard child, 
a ho]r of eleven yean of age, was fooad erawluig on Ae 
loor^ amidst the dkod bodies ol his father, mother, brother, 
^lad sister, ctSMuped and emacii^ed ; and though sensible, 
maUr tn tell how long the other port of the lamily had 
beem dead. 

1 received no ansnver to the albove note, and ms^Metii^ 
Aat the bo^s would be privately hudAed into the gravoy 
I act out to wit them a second time, but on my way, met 
die constable and another man drivhig a cart, as I thought, 
loaded with boxes. I then asked him whether he had 
received any notice from the coroner to summon a jury, 
and at the same time told him, if he did, not to forget tiiat 
i was ready aaad vilUi^ to serve upon it; and as he pro-- 
joftised to ohserre my notice, I liad nosuspicion at first, thaJt 
the cart contained two coffins,'' whidb ware partly conceded 
bf straw and litter bon^f laid over lliem; but, upon 
enquiry, he eohfiessed that he was going with them far 
mterment, by order of the parish officers ; upon which I 
i«itimied home, and wrote to Dr. Smyth, the rector, remmd- 
ing him oi the consequence, and beseeduag him to give 
mt his assi^ance to bring this seining daiic trsnsaction to 
light. He in return professed^ his willingness so to do ; 
but said he was informed, that at a meeting at Wdwyn, of 
acmie justices of the peace and the coroner, they had thought 
jfiaper to order tiie bodies to be buried, and that he could 
not, in that case, refuse it, but that he had not yet received 
Aeircmlers. But in a postscript he added, that the parish 
officer was just come, and had brought only a vevbd order, 
wlueh was npt sufficient Ibr hiapi ; and that he had them* 
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fore directed the bqidies to be placed in the churchy and 
put a stop to the interment. Upon examination of the pai* 
rish officers^ and the acknowledgment of the coroner^ it did 
appear that he had shewn the justices my paper, requiring 
an inquisition to be held, but that they had, notwithstand- 
ing, given the order for the dead bodies to be buried. Con- 
vinced that these gentlemen had not erred, I became alarmed 
at my ONyn indiscretion, and immediately gave out that I 
was going to London, but in truth I went only to Hatfield, 
where I was informed a gentleman lived, who neither wanted 
abilities to advise me, nor humanity to assist me, in search- 
ing out the truth ; and just such a man I found in Mr. 
Searancke, of that town. A letter I received from him tbif 
day, does his head and his heart so much honour, that I 
venture here to insert it, with my apology for taking thai 
.liberty. 

Sir, Januarj/ 25, 1769* 

Had I known that the inquisition would have been 
taken to-day upon the bodies of those unhappy wretches, 
I would have certainly attended ; but to-morrow being maf^ 
ket day, and many persons expected to come for monej^ 
makes it impossible for me to be at Datchworth, according 
to my inclination. 

My servant tells me, that some gentlemen, eminent for 
their skill in physic and surgery, are ordered to attend to 
give their opinion. If it should be found, that they were 
starved to death, or perished for want of necessaries, then 
it becomes the necessary duty of every good and humane, 
man to assist and bring those to punishment, in a legal way^ 
who, through negligence or wilfulness, sufiered a whole 
family to be lost. 

As the law vests the ofiicers of a parish with a power to 
raise money for the relief of the impotent poor ; if they, 
with a deliberate intention^ suffer them to periab^ it is a 
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crime little short of murder ; but 1 am afinid not punishable* 
as such. 

A gaoler is guilty of wilful murder, that suflfers a pri- 
soner to die through duress : can an officer of a parish be 
guilty of a less crime, that withholds necessary relief from 
a pauper, whom it is his duty to proTide with all necessaries 
proper for his case ? 

I never did hear of a similar instance to that under your 
consideration ; and by making a public example, the like 
Jnay be prevented. 

I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

John Searanckb. 

As soon as it was known, or believed I was gone to 
London, the coroner was written to, who gave immediate 
direction to thti parish officers to summon a jury, to as- 
semble the next morning ; and upon jny seeing the con- 
stable of this parish, he informed me, his directions were 
to summon seven parishioners, but that he did not know 
where to find them ; when I again repeated what I had 
said the day before. But he told me, honestly, that he 
had orders to the contrary ; and the church-warden did, 
on his examination upon oath, acknowledge that he did 
give such orders to the constable ; and as orders were given 
by the church-warden that I should not be upon the jury, 
it is neither unreasonable, nor improbable, to suppose, 
that the same person might give him orders likewise who 
should. Certain it is, that I was foreman of a jury, com- 
posed of the most illiterate part of the parish, while many 
substantial farmers were within reach : and I think, they 
all were, or all who spoke were, of a different opinion with 
myself. For I could not, nor would agree with them, that 
the persons in question did not die owing to want of care, 
attendance, provisions, or a habitable house ; and that 
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there had been great ncgh'gencc «oine where; till 
ner assured me, there was only tiiis alternative, to flodit 
wilfiil muvdert or that ibex died a natural dealh ) hot Aat 
the latter verdict did not ia the least obatnict other iagrf 
proceedings against anf persons, who Blighty upon further 
enqutry^ appear culpable. It appeared that no apotlwovf 
or surgeon had ever been sent to visit these wmtefaed peo* 
pie { and theiefore the inquisition was, by my dtreotioiiy ad- 
journed till the next day, that wc might avail oomlvea la 
having the opinion of Homc surgeon to inspect the bodtas. 
Accordingly, Mr. Frost, an eminent and able surgeon of 
Hertford, attended the next day ; and did agree, that he 
never saw bodies more cmaciatc<1, and that certainly there 
had been great neglect sotnc^wherc ; and particularly that 
no person of the faculty had been called in to visit them. 
I asked luin> if be had been oallcd in, whether he would 
have attended ? to which he replied in tl>e afirnatiiv ; and 
added, that there were no persons, however poor, cr how^ 
ever ill, that he was not always ready to attend and assist. 
It appeaned on the examination of one neigkbaor, that 
the surviving boy was the only one, for a long time, Aat 
was able to crawl out ; that he had once or twioe borrowed 
the lid of her oi«n ( that when he came, he was almost 
nidced, having ^sily a l»nd of sadc over his shoulder i that 
she asked him, why he dkl not go to service ; lie ffaplsedp 
because the parish would ooi clothe hiai, and no one would 
take 'htm naked ; that, howewr, he Iiad Jiot been for Kbt 
o^wn 4td within the 4ast fortnight, nor had appeared ; birt 
that sfa I did see the poor mother crawl out^ about ten 
days agn, with a ketUc^ to get a little water, ftom a hind 
tfponAf A a small distance Irom the house i 4hat in endea^ 
vouring to eany it lin, «l)e fell down, loft the kettle, and 
erc^t on her hands and kittoes into iher hovel again ; and 
thii; «vaK thf last time either of ifttc deceased persons wcaa 
tton '4ii\t\ "Ike poor ivoman, howrvet, who fbtobed tho 
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Hggolt, dedaared, tiiat she would hftve attended upon ihtm, 
if she had been directed^ and that she was under no appre* 
Jiension of catching their distemper; but as she is very 
j^qar, I think she is not quite out of danger. If it shoaM 
•o please God^ that the surviving child shoidd recorer hb 
Strength^ it is probable his memory also may recover^ and 
that he may be able to wipe away the foul imputatiood 
whidi fall upon the parish in general, and upon a few iadi-^ 
tidnab in particular. I could add much more to what I 
]iave already said, but I am convinced I have said whaC 
must justify this publication every where, but where I live^ 
and in the eyes of all honest men there too. I shall there-* 
fore conclude this narrative, vdtii exhorting all parish 
uflScers, as well as all those to whom the care of the sick^ 
the lame, the poor, and the wretched, are committed, to 
let tins dLnnal tale make a deep impression on their minds | 
and to consider that these four unha^^y persons died a mere 
mUtnbW and cruel death than fdons who are broken alive on 
tlie wheel, or those who are tortured todeath bythelnqui- 
sitbn in Spain or Portugal ; and yet the heaviest charge that 
lias been laid to them is, that they were slothful and idle; 
and even to this charge the man did not appear liable. 

I tbifik it necessary to assign the reasons why I have an«^ 
aexed to this narrative a plate, [the author hmng made 
4 dramng of the horrid 'scene,'] that must strike home 
to the hearts of the most hardened, and prove to the 
Biost humane, ofiensive^ but it ought to be remembered, 
tiiat many people who are able to read, and even to write, 
are, nevertheless, unable to understand what they do read ; 
and many such persons, I fear, are intrusted with the care 
of the poor. A print, therefore, to such people, is a lesson 
wUdi all capacities may learn ; it is a language every man 
can read ; and as it has some, though very faint lesem* 
faiance, of the deathly figures from whence it was taken, f 
fatter myadf^ it may mdce a deep idid permanrat impres* 

yoh. V. G g 
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sion on the minds of those men, who are disposed to fbiget 
that we are all made of the same composition ; and that the 
day is not very remote, that even the youngest, the feirest^ 
and the most beautiful part of the creation most fade, and 
become an object in the grave, at least, as ghastly as any 
of these. I must likewise bespeak the favour of the candid 
reader, to excuse the many errors of my pen : it was wholly 
written in the evening of a day, most disagreeably employed 
in a capacity in which I never served before, and hbpe^ 
never shall again ; a day, in which my mind has been dis- 
tracted, not only by seeing shocking deformities in death, 
but in Gfe also ; a day, in which I have seen men, sinking 
with .age and infirmities into the grave, violating with oatha 
and lies, the consecrated ground, which in a few months, 
(perhaps days,) may cover their bodies for ever. 

William Eaves, the surviving child, is recovering Mid 
health ; but he can give no particular account of the horrid 
scene which passed before their eyes ; it is therefore natural 
to conclude, his mind was at that time frozen up with his 
body. An elder son, who was out at service, says, he visited 
his father, mother, &c. some time about last Christmas; 
that be found them ill, and in a starving helpless condition ; 
that they directed him to go to the overseer's house, and ask 
for relief; 4hat the overseer was not at home, but that ft' 
woman there exclaimed, ^^ Send them relief ! send them a 
halter ! — let them die and be d — d !" That on his return 
to inform his distressed parents of liis ill success, he met die 
man, who refused then to give them any assistance; he 
accordingly informed his parents therewith, who replied,: 
^^ then we must perish." That he waa desirous of visitings 
them a few days afterwards, but living at some distance, hnii 
dame would not give him leave, and he saw them no mare« 

I cannot finish this account, without expressing my 8ur-> 
prise and concern that this disaster does not . seem to malw 
any impression on those whose moce imroediate'^iityitiis W. 
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sec that other jwor do not perish likewise : for nine women 
and children are now in a hut within one hundred yards of 
that in which the family perished ; which hut is open in 
many places on the top, the sides, and the ends, so that 
they cannot escape the violence of the frost, the wind, nor 
the rain ; and they assure me, the late snow came upon 
them night and day in great quantity. This house, and the 
conditfon in which many of the inhabitants are, is well 
known to many gentlemen in the neiglibourhood. I am in- 
formed, Mr. Young, of Welwyn,^ has, within a few days, 
visited it ; and I accompanied Mr. Searancke^ of Hatfield, 
to it this day. To these gentlemen (men of known probity 
and fortune) those who are doubtful of the facts, may ap- 
peal : for though this be an anonymous production, the- 
reader may be informed of the author's name, by enquir- 
ing of the publishers. 

It is asserted by some of the parish officers, that this fami- 
ly died of the gaol distemper ; for though they never were 
in a gaol, yet a man died in the same house not long since 
Tvho had ; and who, it is said, died of that disorder. Why 
tlxen was this family put into an infectious house ? Why did 
they lie and die upon dirt and nastiness ? Why was clean 
straw put in to lay their dead bodies upon ? And why has 
Susannah Stratton, a poor widow of this parish,'«made oath 
before Mr. SearanCke this day, that her late husband did 
perish, and was starved to death for want of necessaries, in 
the same house, about the year 1763 ? 
Datchworihy Feb. ISth, 1769. ' 

P. S. A report has prevailed, that the coroner charges the 
author with having bribed a young woman, who was exa- 
mined upon oath relative to this affair, before her deposition 
was taken. The authbr here declares it is false, and that 
the coroner knows it to be so. Nothing was given till after 
the verdict was signed, when he gave her half-a» crown ; 
which was in consideration of that very singular attention 

Gg2 
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6he had shown towards the unhappy persons, which may 
soon appear more fully in a proper place. 
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NANNETTE STOCKER, 33 inches. 
And JOHN HAUPTMAN, 36 inches in height, 

EXHIBITED AT NO. 22, NEW BOND-STREET, IN MARCH 1815, 

These little personages have drawn together great crowds 
of the fashionable world, to witness not only their diminu^ 
tive size, but their wonderful performances, Nannette on the 
piano-forte, and Mr. Hauptman on the, violin. 

The phenomenon Nannette Stocker is at this time 33 years 
of age, 33 inches high, and weighs exactly 33 pounds; she 
was born at Kammer, the lordship of Monsieur the Count of 
Kevenhuler, in Upper Austria, near Bavaria; her mother 
tore her ten months and twenty-four days before her birth. 
It is remarkable that this girl was larger at the delivery than 
children usually are. Since the age of four years her stature 
has been fixed at thirty- three inches ; her mother was five 
feet three inches high, and her brother, who is two years 
younger, is also of a proper growth. 

She is perfectly formed in every respect, and for fifteen 
years, to the astonishment of every one, her growth was 
scarcely perceivable, although she had always a good appe* 
tite, and had never experienced any illness. 

In consequence of her continuing so diminutive, her guar- 
dian, who had adopted her at the death of her mother, deter- 
mined to show her to the public ; he commenced travelling 
with her on the 27th of October, 1797, and soon after- 
wards arrived at Uatisbon, where Nannette was particularly 
admired ; from thence our little heroine visited nearly 
the whole of the Continent of Europe, surprising all that 
saw her. 
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'* Let me now die in peace ; I want no more in this world.'* 
She died 1784. ^ t 

Mr. Flewing — 128, of Liverpool, factor. He left a son 
and a daughter, each upwards of 100. He died 1771* 

Edglbbbrt Hoff — 128, of Fish-hill, near New York. H« 
was bom in Norway, and could remember that he was a lad, 
driving a team, when the news was brought to that country 
that King Charles L was beheaded. He served as a soldier 
under the Prince of Orange, in the time of King James II* 
He died, March 1766. 

John Jacob — 128, 

the celebrated patriarch of Mount Jura; from the inhftbi* 
tants of which place, (who were formerly in a state of vas» 
salage,) he was sent, in 1789, as a deputy to the National 
Assembly of France, to return thanks, in the name of hit 
countrymen, for the blessings of liberty, difHised amongst 
them, by the abolition of the feudal system. This vener** 
able old man, at the age of 127f was led into the hall bjf 
his daughter i and, after h'aving been introduced to the as- 
sembly, was seated opposite to the President. He was 
received with that respect which all wise nations pay to age; 
for, on his entrance, all the members stood up, and he was* 
desired to sit covered, which he accordingly did^ with the 
patriotic cockade in his hat^ A subscription was immodi* 
ately made for his support, and the king granted him apeiw 
sion. After being a spectator of the great c^st pari of the 
reign of Louis XIV. and all that of I^ouis XV. ; by a singu^ 
lar destiny, he had been conducted to the presence of I/>uis 
XVI. The committee of his district, in conformity with tht 
Tespect ^ewn by the King^ an<^ the National Assembly, fol* 
lowed the hearse at his funeral, whiph was uncommonly, 
pompous and solemn. He died 1790. 

Abraham Strodman — 128, of Rouen; France j was a 
Utive of Alexandria, in Egypt* He died 1773« 



Mary YAnt— 128, of Shiffhall^ Shropshire* Shelired 
many years entirely on the bounty of Sir Harry and Ladf 
Bridgeman. She well remembered the fire of London^ the 
ruins of which she went to view on foot. She was heartf 
and strong at 120 years, and married a third husband at 92. 
Her death is recorded on a small board, affixed to a jiDatf 
opposite to the pulpit, in Shifihai church. She died 1778* 

OwsK Carollan — 127, of Duleek, county of Meath, 
in Ireland, labourer ; had six fingers on each hand, and six 
toes on each foot. He died, November 1764. 

Jambs Forthton, Esq. — 127, of Grenada. He was 
bom in Bourdeaux, in 1647, settled in the West Indies in 
1094 ; married at St. Christopher's, and removed to Marti* 
nioo, where he remained 30 years. The remainder of h!s 
life he passed at Grenada. He retained his sight till his 
117th year ; his health began to decay only a few days be- 
fore his death. He died 1773. 

David Grant — 127, near Kinross, in Scotland. He was 
attended to his grave by 1 18 descendants. He died 1758. 

William Hughes — 127, of Tadcastcr, Yorkshire. Died 
1769. 

WiLUAM Johnston, Esq. — 127, of Aldenham, Herts^ 
lieutenant-colonel of Invalids. He died 1768. 

Mr. KiRWAN — 127, of Ferns, in Ireland. HedBedlTBS. 

Robert MTarland— 127, of Donagfamore, county of 
Donegal, in Ireland. He could read the smallest print 
without the use of glasses, till within a few days of Ids 
death. He died 1805. 

Madame Girodklle^ maiden — 127, of St. Omer*$ in 
Prance. She died 1772. 

Mart Innbs— 127, at Glasnakilly, Isle of Sky, formedjr 
servant in, the family of Glasnakilly. She lived to see the 
sixth generation, and retained the use of her faculties to th^ 
last. She died 1814. 
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Dabtikl Mullbry — 127, of Liney^ in Ireland. He 
died J774. 

John Nbwell, Esq. — 127, of Micliaers Town, Ireland. 
Hq was grandson of Thomas Parr ; he lircd to the above 
grei^t age by extreme temperance, and much exercise. H< 
died 1763. 

RopsiiT Montgomery — 127, of Skipton in Craven. He 
waai bom in Scotland; the oldest inhabitant of Skipton 
pever kqew him otherwise than as an old man. He latterly 
oblaiped bis living by begging, which he was able to dq the 
year preceding his death. He died 167]. 

Jake Scrimsha\v-'-127. She was born in tlie parish of 
Bow, and died in Rosemary-lane work-house, London, in 

1711. 

A SqspaERp, at Gompag in Hungary — 126. He died 

inim. 

John Bayjjss — 126, of Northampton. Died 1706. 
Martha Hanna — 126, near CuUybackey, in Ireland* 

DiedlSQB. 

Ca^^brxne Phela>.'-^126, of Borris, Queen's county, in 
brhmd. She died 1789. 

: Af^n^iu^vjyEB, BEjsJiiET — 125, of Down^ in Ireland. He 
WM i| dragoon ait the battle of Boddle, under King Charles 
O. Ijre died 1749. 

]iC* CiiOPSTER — 125, of Beeston, Westphalia. He served 
as m officer 'm the armies of the £mperors, and tlie King» 
of Sweden and Denmark, near a century. He died^ 17^« 

Mr. F|k)OME— 125, of Hplmes-cliapel, Clieshire. He 
was gurdener to the lion. John Smith BaiTy, who in con^- 
sideration of his great age, and long services, left him an 
annuity of fifty pounds, which he enjoyed, with unusual 
heolth^ till aboQt two years before his death. He left a son 
4^ed ninety. He died 17B4. 

Jaioe^ Grasmay — 125, o^ Presburg, in Hungary; a 
Flening. He died 1740. 

VOL. V. H h 
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' Mr. Gernon — 125, of the county of Louth, in Ireland ^ 
could read very small prinl to the last. He died 1780. 

Mrs. JoMis — 125, of CamberwcU work-house, Simy. 
She remembered the coronation of King Charles IL and 
enjoyed her health ^nd senses till near her death. She died 

1775. 

George Kirton, Esq. — 125, of Oxnop-hall, Yorkshire. 
Ua was a most remarkable fox-hunter, following the chace 
o)Q horseback till he was eighty yca.-^ of age : from that 
iperiod to one hundred years he regularly attended the un- 
kennelling the fox in his single chair; and no man, till with* 
in ten years of his death, made more free with his bottle. 
He died August 1764. 

.M. OsTKOKi — 125, of Zodorsky. He attended, as page, 
on John Sobieslti, when he Tclicvcd Vienna, besieged by the 
Turks in 1683. He died 1786. 

Martha Preston — 125, of Bamsley, Yorkshire; had 
twerfty-scven children by five husbands. Slie died 17Gfti 

Samuel Pinnock — ^125, of Kingston, in Jamaica; a 
DCgro man: Till within the two last years, his faculties wl^re 
perfectly sound, and his memory remarl^ably retentive-. Oif 
the dreadful earthquake in 1692, which nearly destroyed 
Pott-rbyal, he had perfect recollection ; and was on board a 
ship lying near Fort Augusta, when the oatastrophe took 
place; and has frequently narrated the melancholy busikiess 
with « minuteness of detail, which nofae but an eye-witness 
could iiave given. He died May 16, 1796. 

Margaret Scott — 125, of Scotland; she wasaxnaid 
twenty-five years, a wife fifty, and a widow fifty. She died 

1779. 

John Tice— 125, of Hagley, Worcestershire. He was 
born in the protectorship of Oliver Cromwell. When about 
eighty years of age, he had the misfortune to have both his 
legs broken by falling off a tree ; and a violent cold after- 
wards settling in his head, rendered him very deaf. At the 
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dgii of one hundred, whilst sitting by his fireside sdone, he 
was seized with a fainting fit, fell into the fire, and being ai 
cripple, could not extricate himself, but a person accidentally 
coming into the ro<5ni, preserved him from death, though he 
was much burnt ; yet with proper care in a short time he 
tecovered, and took his customary walk. But the greatest 
misfbrtune that could have befallen him, and which he did 
not long survive, was the death of his only friend^ Lord Lyt- 
telton, for after that event he never left his room« He re- 
tained all the faculties of his mind to the time of his death. 
His younger brother died a few years before at Kiddermia* 
ster, Worcestershire, aged one hundred and two. He died^ 
February 26, 1774. 

A Native African — 124; there was living in Sussex 
xiounty, state of Delaware, in 1311, a native African, who 
was 124 years of age. His strength at 70 was uhimpaired> 
and exceeded the strength of much younger men. All his 
teeth were sound, and in their full number. His vision was 
as difT^ct as it was in early life, his hearing was somewhat 
impak^^ also his memory as to persons^ but to events and 
situatiobs was in a sound state. He had 3 wives and 31 
children. The account of this extraordinary instance of 
longevity was communicated to a gentleman of the city of 
Boston, by Dr. Gibbons, of Sussex, by whom the fact^ 
therein mentioned were obtained from the venerable subject 
pf them himself, and confirmed by several of his neighbours^ 

Elizabeth Brown — 124, of Port-Royal, Jamaica; a 
negto woman. She died 1798i 

CATHBaiNE Brebner — 124, near Aberdeen, in Scotland^ 
She died February 1762. 

Don Andrew Bueno— 124, of Badajo;^, in Portugal. 
He was lieutenant of a regiment of foot upwards of one 
hundred years, and always in servic^. He died 1753. 

Mrs. BowiiEs— 124, of West-Hanny, Berks, widow. She 
died 1749. 

Hh 2 
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HdlHH^— ld4^ at did Constantinow, in Volhyrica, a gfln^ 
tleman named Hodol^ at the age of 1 24. When he wi» 
iwenty^oiie^ he served under Sobie'ski before Vletioa: he 
was never married^ nor felt sickness. 

Attila — 124, king of the Htms, hearty and sjfong at 
such great ag^i he led to the altar of Hymen, as a seeowd 
wifo, one of the most beMitifal princesses of the age, Mi. 
the next day died of excess. He died in 500. 

Robert Parr — -124, of Kinver, near IJridj^enorth, Shrop- 
shire. Me was great grandson of the well<-kiiown ThoHnas 
Farr ; he obtained the name of young Parr, althougli he was 
upwards of fourscore years of age, as living at the thne vt4th 
the very old man. He died 1757. 

Andrkw Schmidt — 124, of Tcschen, in Upper Silesia. 
He died 1753. 

Andrew Visat. de Nkgrieros — 124, Chief Judge tC 
Siara, died in 1773- He po^esscd an excellent rnettioty, 
and all his senses in perfection to the last. He had 30 sdns 
and five daughters ; who, with their descendants, flmonnteA 
to 186 persons. Of thesi*, at the time of his death, 149 
were living in the same house with their venerable proge-^ 
nitor. 

William Wakklby— 124, a native of ShiiFnall, ShK>p* 
shire. He lived in the reigns of eight kings and queens, 
and was buried at Adbaston, which is recorded ori a small 
board, affixed to a pillar, opposite the pulpit, in Shiflnal 
church. He died 1714. 

JohnWalnby — 124, of Glasgow, carpenter; he tharrledtf 
wives, all of whom he buried. He bad 17^hildren, five of 
whom survived him, whose ages, together> made Sl^yean ; 
he was seldom ill, and retained his Senses. He^died 1757* 

Thomas Wishart— 124, of Annandale, North Britain, 
He died 1760. 

A Fbmals Pauper — 124, at Idverpool, in the work- 
bouse. She retained all her faculties to the IM, except 
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the siglit> which two months previous to her dissoltition, 
liad been much impaired. Siie died 1809. 

Jean Aiiaou8*-123, of Lastua^ in Turkey, canrvan drlirer^ 
He died 1778. 

Joshua Crkwman — 123, a pensiofict of ClieIsea-hospi*>- 
tftl. He served as a soldier, in the reigns of King George 
i. and II., and was discharged iu the 74th year of his age. 
He died 1794. 

ANDRjiw Brizin Drbra — 123, of Turin. His death was 
occasioned by a fiill, otherwise, had no such accident lia])'*- 
pencd, ke might probably have lived many years longer. 
He died 1774. 

SaiDGin* SPBi>Df!9<3— 123, near Whitehaven. She died 
1788. 

Matthew Tait — 123, of Auchinleck, Ayrshire; wasfcr* 
merly a soldier, and was at the taking of Gfbraitar by tlie 
British, iu 1704. He died 1792. 

Andrew WILso^•-*•128, of the parish of tlalston, Ayr* 
Jihirc, farmer. He was born in the reign of King Charles 71. 
jind remcmbert'd the battle of Ayrmost, in the parish of 
i\uehinieck, and of the dragoons searchhsg his father's* house, 
'Uftttr the bntilc, for Mr. Cargill, and other Whigs. He 
walked till vvilhtn a day or two of bis death, retaining his 
>ienses perfect. He died 1787. 

Domangks DoNNKMAisoN— 122, of I-iombcz, in Prance. 
She lift three children, the youngest 76 years old. She 

died 1777. 

Mrs. Carman — 122, of Fethard, in Ireland, widow. fiHic 

died 1771'. 

Qkorgb DfiLANEY — 122, pf the ^uth of Francc ; coiilcl 
walk well to the last. He died 170^. 

Catharine Giles— 122, of Glcnwhcfrry, county of Bel- 
fast, in Irelatid. She died 1748. 

St. Patrick — 122, the first bishop in Ireland. He-WA^ 
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carried thither a captive from Scotland^ at the age ctf 19 
years. He died 49L 

Antonia Serra de Quteiro-— 122^^ a peasant^ died in 
17^8^ Qt Santa Eulatia de Pardcrubias, in the bishopric of 
Orense. He did not marry till in his 60th year, and was the 
father of six children. He never took physic, and was never 
ill but once. He had all his teeth till his 100th year, and 
could see till the last day of his life to thread the finest needle« 

Elizabstr Wilson— 122, of Maidston^ Northampton. 
She died 1767. 

Francis Bench — 121, of Femersgran, in the it^i^noisej. 
in France. He died 1771. 

CoNWAy---121, a poor woman, died at Trake, 

Ireland, in 1790. She had never worn shoes or stockings^ 
or had been ill in all her life. 

Hannibal Camoux — 121, of Marseilles, labourer. He 
died 1759. 

Wiluam Farr-^121, of Birmingham, Tamworth car- 
rier. He had, in the whole, children, grand children^ and 
great-grandchildren, to the amount of 144; but what !• 
remarkable, he survivedall his numerous posterity; andthere-^ 
fore bequeathed 10,000i. to charitable uses. He died 1770^ 

Mrs. Gray — 121, of Northfieet, Kent, the oldest inha-* 
bitant of that place. She was bom deaf and dumb^ and 
yet lived to the above great age. She died 1770. 

Elizabeth Hilton — 121, of Liverpool, widow. She 
died October 1760. 

Matthew Hubbrt-^121, of Birr, in Ireland^ H^e died 
November 1764. 

Henrietta LoN<Sh— 121, of Hoxton^ She formerly sdd 
grey pease about the streets of London. She died 1788. 

Margaret M^Kay — 121^ of Ribigil^ near Thurso, in the 
county of Caithness, Scotland} nearly related to Lord Ilae« 
She died 177L 
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Mary Pymm — 121, of Grosvenor«square, London.' For 
many years she subsisted entirely on the bounty of the be- 
nevolent. She died 1743, 

John Rider — 121, a Palatine, resided near Dablin. He 
served under the Duke of Wirtemburgh, when Vienna was 
besieged by the Turks, in 1683, and retained all his senses. 
Towards the end of his life he was supported by his friends* 
He died 1769. 

Sir Flbetwood Shephard— 121, at bis seat, £ssex« 
He was the particular friend of Mr, Prior, the poet. He 
died 1769. 

Eleanor Spicer — 121, of Acomack, in Virginia; was 

able to work at spinning, till within six months of her death, 

«nd retained her senses to the last. She died 1773. 

* Owen Tudor, Esq. — 121, of Llangollen, Denbighshire; a 

^Lescendant of King Henry VII. (Duke of Richmond.) He 

died 1771. 

John Whalley — 121, of Rotherhithe work-house. He 
died 1772. ^ 

Priscilla Wragg — 121, of St. Jago de la Vega, a Snt 
xiegro woman. She died 1798. 

Mr. Adam — 120, of Drogfa^da, in Ireland. He died 176& 

Charles Cotterel — 120, of Philadelphia. His lirife 
died within four days of him, at the age of 115. They 
lived together in the marriage >state dB years, in great union 
and harmony. He died January 1761. 

John Chump — 120, of Kildare, m Ireland. He died 1769. 

John Campbell — 120, of Dungannon, in Ireland; was a 
native of Scotland, and formerly a marine. He was in the 
fleet, when the boom was broken at Londonderry, in 1689; 
atid was with Admiral Rooke, at the taking of Gibraltar. He 
was of a low stature, had an aquiline nose^ and had lost an 
eye. He died 1791. 

William Edie — 120, of Canongate, in Edinburgh, bell- 
man. He had buried the inhabitants of Canongate thriice. 
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He was 00 years a frccuiftn, and married a second wife, 
afUr he wait 100 years of age. He died 1731* 

Mr, GiutKNKN — 1*20, of Donell, in Ireland. He died 1771 • 

John Haynks— 120^ of Witney, Oxfordshire, shoe* 
mtOccr. He died I77(>. 

SiKUR l)K L\ Uayk — 120, of Uur Hague, a native of 
France ; wan at the taking of Utrecht, in 1G72, and at the 
huttle of MnlpltKiucf, in IJ^K). He tmvdlcd by land toEgypt^ 
Persia, the Indies, and Chitui. At the age of 70 he mar- 
ried, and had five children. Ho died 1774. 

Frkdkrick IIaui'K — 120, of Fish- hill, Cumberland. He 
died 1/02. 

DoMiMCK JoYcii — 120, of (larrowbeg, in Ireland. He 
died February 17(Ki, 

Susannah Macicarnky — 120, of Dublin, a beggar nro- 
Bian. She retained all her faculties to the nioineut of her 
decease. In diflrrcnt ])nrts of her bed, there wns found 
eoQceuled, upwards of 250/. in cash. She died 1751. 

Claudk IjorrniRh — 120, died nt Pliihulelphia^ in Ame- 
rica^ in 17^* His wife, who died three days after liiin> 
was 1 15. They had lived happily together 08 years. 

Mrs. MooRi!;'*120j of EnnL»killen^ in Ireland. She 
died \7G5. 

John Mack ay — 120, near Cardigan. He seldom wac 
ill, and tliough at such great nge, retained his senses to the 
day of his death. He died May, 1766. 

Francis Monno— 120, of the Tillage of Castro, in Spain. 

He died 1767. 

Mrs. M4OTOSII— 120, of Ashintully, Perthshire. This 
venerable lady bore her first child before the llevolution, ia 
1688, and her last after the rebellion in 1715. She died 1791. 

WiJXiAM Marshall — 120| 

of Kirkcudbright, in Scotland, tinker. He was a native of 
the parish of Kirknuchael, hi the shire of Ayr* He ret^ined 



h!s 8f nics almost to the last hour of his life ; and remem- 
bered distinctly to have seen King William's fleets wlien oh 
their way to Ireland, riding at anchor in the Solway Frith^ 
close by the bay of Kirkcudbright, and the transports lying 
in the harbour. He was present atthesicgeof Denfy, where 
liaving lost his uncle, who commanded a king's frigate, he 
returned home, enlisted in the Dutch service, went to Hoi- 
land, and soon after came back to his native country. A 
^^t concourse of people, of all ranks, attended his burial, 
cind paid due respect to his age. The Countess of Selkirk^ 
^vho for a course of years had liberally contributed to his 
support, on this occasion, agreeable to her wonted benevo* 
leoce and compassion, discharged the expences of his fane- 
ral. He died 1792. 

£VAN Price — 120, of Dolgelly, in North Wales, labourer* 
He died 1753. 

Pom PEY — 120, a black man, of Dover, in America. Ht 
died 1804. 

PiASTUs — 120, King of Poland. He was raised from a 
mean state to the throne, in 824, and gained immortal 
glory amongst his countrymen, by his prudent government; 
He died 861. 

. 8U CoEMGENE — 120, commonly called St. Keiven, the 
fV>Uiider. He was both bishop and abbot of Gleandaloc^l^ 
or the seven churclies in Wicklow, in Ireland. . He abdi- 
cated his bishoprick, and contented himself with the abbacy, 
Hrhere he lived a solitary life, in the above place. He died 
S18. 

David Spalbing — 120. In a petition presented to the 

Court of Sessions at Edinburgh, on the 9th of July 1796, it 

is stated, that David Spalding, of Auchintilly, succeeded his 

father in that estate, anno 1707; that he married Mrs. Mar- 

gaaret I^n, who survived him many years, and die^ in the 

year 1781. 

W114.1AM Tro^— iap> near Waterford, farmer. A short 
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time before his deathi he read very small print without spec- 
tacles^ and daily walked about his farm without supiK^rt^ 
^e died 1792. 

Barbara Wilson— 120^ of Whittingham^ £ast-Lothia|i| 
in Scotland. She died 177«}* 

Martha Zacara---120, of Mohcgan^ m America. She 
died 1806. 

John RPAlfin— 119. 

John M'Alpin, grazier in Jura, died at the age of lift 
years, and retained perfect health, and the possession of all 
his fftulties to the last. He might have lived many years 
longer, had not grief for the misconduct of his relations, who 
wete implicated in the rebellion of 17^5, put a period to his 
life. M^Alpin in his youth was weakly and full of bad 
humours, which were continually breaking out in boils all ovej 
his body. His father, who was likewise ugru//ier, kept him tl 
home to look after his cattle till he was 19 years old^ when he . 
left his native island, and went frequently for the purpose of 
buying and selling beasts to Argyleshire. There he addicted 
himself to drinking and late hours, and greatly impaired his 
health. A hurt on his shin produced very dangerous conse* 
qucncrs, and even threatened a mortification. All the olil 
Women and quacks in the island tried to heal it for two years, 
but without effect, for the patient lived as he pleased, drink- 
ing spirits, and eating as much as he liked. At length 
M^Laughton, a skilful surgeon,.taok him under liis care^ and 
iprevailcd upon M^Alpin to submit to a strict regimen. In 
three months he accomplished a perfect cure, and his advice 
made so deep an impression on his patient, that during the rest 
of his life it was punctually followed by M'Alpin, whenever 
had any farther occasion for medicine, or even to be let blood. 
At that time it was customary in the Highlands, as it still is 
in the isles of Scotland, to take but two meals a day, at nine 
and at six o'clock. M^AIpin adhered to this practice ; hr 
retired to rest with the sun, and rose with the lark. His 
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lilreakfast consisted of grits partly boiled with milk^ and 
partly with water, and of bread, butter, cheese, or eggs. 
His second meal \vas composed of flesh or fish, with vege- 
tables. He never ate so much but what his stomach would 
have taken more. In general he drank about four times as 
much as the amount of the solid food, and chiefly water- 
gruel. Besides this, his ordinary bevetage was toast an<( 
water, previously boiled. It was only twice a year th«t he 
indulged tiinlself with spirits, at Wliitsuntide and Martinmas^ 
when he paid his landlord his rent ; on these occasions he 
would drink till he was exhilarated. When he was obli^d to 
remain a long time in the cold, he woidd take the yolk of 
an egg, about twice the quantity of honey, and a quarter of 
a pint of good brandy mixed up together ; but never at any 
other time. He never smoked tobacco, ate in general bar- 
ley or oat-bread, was constantly engaged in something, and 
iOways good-humoured. When he felt unwell, which was 
Tery rarely the case, fasting and sweating were almost the 
only means to which he retorted. They have in the islands 
a simple sudorific composed of thin water-gruel, honey ani 
butter. This mess M^Alpin drank as hot as possible, and it 
never foiled to produce a moderate perspiration. In regard 
to his clothing, he diffeired in Bo respect from his Cotintry-^ 
inen; except that he was aCcusltomed to keep a piece of flan- 
nel upon his stomach. He wore the Scotch plaid, but very 
seldom breeches : if early in the day he caime in his pere- 
grinations to water, he waded straight throifgh it, dnd kept 
his wet shoes nuA stockings on tU| night ; by these means, 
h^ continued till his advanced age%s hardy and strong as the 
youngest man in the coim'try. — After the defeat of the Pre- 
tender at Culloden in 1746, M'AIpirt lost in some measure 
his former chearfulness. Prom that time he seemed rather 
dull, but he complained of nothing till about a week before 
his death, when sensible of his approachbg disiolhtion, h«f 

ii2 
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apprised bis relations of it, und expired witli tke Utmoal? 
composure and tranquillity. 

Mahgarbt Aunfrbs-^119, of Uttecht. She died 177^* 

WitUAM Catanack — 119, of Pluscardiui parish of £lgiiv 
in the north of Scotland. He died 1747* 

Esther Duggan-— 1 10, near Drujncoudra, in Ir^)wd« 
She died May, 1768. 

Al^RY Ellis — 119, of Leigh, Essex. In a vault- rt 
Leigh, to her memory is, ^^ Here lies the body of Mary EUibj 
4aughter of Thomas Ellis, and Lydia his wife, of this piM^idiv 
She was a virgin of virtuous courage und very prooMBllV 
hopes.*' She died June 3d, 1609. ^ 

Prtkr Drrry— 119, of Dublin. He died 1777- 
• Simeon Holly-*^119, of Olmutz, in Moravia. Hn die4 
April 1766. 

Mrs. Heath— 119, of Ottery, Devon. This lady per-« 
fectly recollected the landing of King William at Torbay,.oC 
which she used frequently to converse. She died 173$* t 

Sanches Jurado— -119, of Malaga, in Spain. He diM) 
April 1766. 

Maria Lofez— 119, died at Villanovade Foz Coi^ia 
1797* Her brother Benito Joseph Lopez, a sailor, died at 
lisbon in the same year, ^ged 106 years. 

JuRDEN NiELsoN — 119, of Zealand. Died Septembei 
1765. 

Francis Nenez — 119, of Caldas, in Portugal] amecha-« 
nic. He died 1790. 

Winifred Rbes—1 19. In the rctrred parish of UnDbedtn' 
in the isle of Anglesea, there was liviug in 1809, a woman 
of the name of Winifred Rees, who had attained the patei- 
archal age of 1 19 years and nearly seven moutlis : she ea<» 
joyed the undisturbed lease of a cottage, in whieh she had" 
resided 105 years. She was blessed wijth the pediNrt aie Qi 
all her mental faculties; her eyes limf w good^as they wenr 
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when she ws^ in hef 50t]y year ; and^ strange as it may seetiip 
had scarcely a grey hair on her head."->On the 27th of March 
the same year, she walked the distaace of 8 miles and back^ 
to a relative's cottage, bringing home with her a parcel 
whici) weighed upwards of 221bs« 

A«NBs Skunbr— -UQ^ of Camberwell, Surry. $h^w^ 
ViHe of Richard Skuner, who died January 1407» as appear* 
by a Lathi inscription on a monument in CambcrweU church* 
TThe antiquity of the monument is very deserving the atten- 
tion of the curious ; but when the extraordinary a^ df tiie 
'wife is properly considered, who survived her husband 
ninety-two years, it must appear a very remarkable inscrip*^ 
tion, Slie died 1499. 

WiuiAM Skiixinqshy— ^119, of Piiiner, MIddieseK. Ht 
^ed 1775. 

Georgb Vancb — 119, of Clonseclc> county of Tyronei: 
in Ireland. He died .1758. 

Samujel Rook WonREiL*— 119, of Dunwich, Suffin^ 
fisherm^u H^ followed his eoaployment till wilitto elisveti 
years of bis death* He died 1789* ^ 

Drnnis Carrolb — 118, of Ballygurton, couf)ty of KU«9 
kenuy, Ireland* He was a farmer, and during the lapsifc of 
liis long life never experienced an hour's sickness. HetdM 
1808. 

Margaret Ei>wards-^118, of Benicw, MoDtgofneqH 
shire. Shp died 1767. 

Mr. Feasbr — 118, an invalid in tlie King's Royal Hoa^ 

pital, at Kilmainham, near Dublin. He served in* all tb* 

campaigns made by King William, and lost his righl atni 

in Ih^ trenches before Namur, at the siege of that {da«e^ 

(where the King commanded^) by a conn#n ball. He 4ie4 

October 1768. 

Mra. Frbbman-^1 18, of JFahiiouth» Her sight was nok 
so quick,, but her intellects were quite, perfect to the lafit< 
She died 1799. 
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Mrs. Garland— 118, of Harbour Grace, Ncwfoundlana. 
She had been deprived of sight for some yean. Her daugh* 
ter died at the same time, aged 86. She died I80I. 

John Laurence GoNZALTis-^119, of Madrid. He <ficd 
1759. 

Absij GBRBitANDs — 118, of Groningen, in Holland, 
wheel-wrtg)it ; a very laborious man, aged 118 'years twd 
months and ten days. He died 1737. 

Mrs. HiNKs — 118, of Bridge-stre^, London. She left 
to ten parishes 1100/. She died 1772. 

Ellkn Hitchcock*— 118, of Ashborne, I)erbysbird. Sh^ 
died 1773. 

Claudb Joseph J uuENJJ — 118, ofPontoux, Arrodi^se* 
ment de St. Glaud. He t^ent to plough till within ajear 
of his death, and to the last, walked constantly withoat8^ 
stick. He died 1802. 

Thomas Kaspruck — 118, of Hdleschmi, in Moravia,' 
weaver. He never had any illness in that long life; and, till 
the day of his death, he retained the use of his s^hses. He con- 
tinued to work at his trade till he was 114 yeafsrold; He 
died 1784. 

Bridget Ka vanah— 1 18, near Ranelagh, iH Ireland; 
She died 1805. 

James LiriLEJOHN — 118, of the parish of Mochrum,' 
Grallowayshir^, in Scotland. He had seeti King Charles I. 
and Oliver Cromwell, in Scotland, and described them very 
justly. He retained all his faculticiS to the time of his de- 
cease. He died 1742. 

Isabella Laughlin-^I 18, near Rathfryland, county of 
Deny, in Ireland. She left children^ grandchildren^ and 
great-grandchildren, to the number of 110. She died 1753. 

Alexander Macrae — 118. 
'^ was born in the parish of Kintail, 1687* He lived with his 
fhther, who held a small farm, until the age of 19, and then 
l>ecaa)e a forester for five years. At the age Of 24 ho mat- 
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ried, and settled in his native farm^ as a small tenant. He 
]iad four children ; at the end of 14 years his wife died. In 
the year 1719} he foaght under Lord Seaforth^ in the battle 
of Glensheal. About the year 1724, he enlisted a private in the 
Scots Brigade, serving in Holland, seven years, the two last 
of which he was a prisoner in France. In 1731 he returned 
again to his farm, and married a second wife, who died a 
few years after, leaving no children. In 1765, he became 
so poor, that he gave up his farm, and procured subsistence^ 
by going about the country, rehearsing Ossian's Poems. In 
1773 he married again, by whom he had three children, 
the last of whom was born when he was 96. About the 
year 1794, he was seized with a violent fever, by which he 
was deprived of the use of his liipbs, and ever since has 
been unable to walk. He is now confined to his bed, deaf, 
and blind ; but his memory is still very correct. His gene^ 
ral amusement is singing, and repeating Ossian's composi- 
tions ; but he repeats so fast, that it is impossible to write 
them down ; and if interrupted, he must again return to tlie ^ 
b^inning. These are the most striking particulars of fai$ 
life that I have been able to collect from himself. He appeir» 
to have been a stout made, middle sized man, and still looks 
uncommonly well." This account is given by the Rev. Mn 
Downie, Minister of Lochalsh, to Sir John Sinclair, dated 
Ardhill, by Lochcarron, October the 22nd, 1805. 

Georgb Mbarton — 118, of Overyssel, in Holland, fish^ 
erman. He died 1765. 

Shblagh M^Alestbr — 118, of the county of London^ 
derry, in Ireland. He died 1773. 

Jambs Le Mbasurbr — 1 18, of SU Jean Pied de Port, 
In Navarre, was born in that town, and never 20 miles from 
it. His common food, for some year% was vegetables. He 
died 1783. 

Mary McDonnell — 118, 

of Magheratempany, near Ballynahincb, in the' county o^ 
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Oown^in Ifeland. Shewai bomin thclsleaf Sky^InSeoUaod^ 
which place the left in the year 1668^ and refided after«^ 
wards in the county of Dp wn. The year before her death 
f»be walked to Moira, 1 4 milcs^ in one day, to aee her lond^ 
lord ; and in the year 1 783, reaped her ridge of com^ as well aa 
the youngest people in the country. When she was at Moira, 
she had all her senses perfect, except a little weakness in 
her eyes, and seemed strong, healthy, and actire. She 
died 17B5. 

Ann Ro45«— 118, of Leigh, in Scotland, She died 1732^ 

Mary Kogrrs — 118, of Pcn/ancc, Cornwall^ lived the 
last 60 years on vegetables. She died I770* 

John Riva — 1 18, of Venice, stock- broker. He was bom 
at Morocco, married at JO, and had several children, the 
last at the age of 90. He retained his sight and hearings 
and oould walk to the last without a stick. He died 1771* 

Mr. Stahr—- '118, of Leignitz, in Silesia. He served nii- 
der Sobieski, King of Poland, when that monarch led ao 
army, in 1664, to the relief of yienna^ at the time that ditf 
was besieged by the Turks. He did not accept of lus dfia«» 
charge till he was 70 years old. He died 1784. 

William Taskxr^— 118, of Tamwortb, WarwidMhirt^ 
He died 1786. 

SiBUR Dason D£ V£R6xar-118, of Loorday, fai Fwee. 
He married, after he was 100 years old, and lode hantiBg 
httt 15 days before his death. lie died 1744. 

Ann Louisa Allard — 117, of Paris. She died 1767* 

PsTRR Bryan — 1 17, of Tynan, county of Tyrone^ in 
Ireland, could read the smMtbt print, without the assistaoce 
of a glass. He died 17^5. 

Damkl BxiroN— 1 17^ of the Orkneys. He died 1708. 

David Brian— '1 17^ of Tinncrake, in Ireland. He died 
1776. 

Eliz^dhtu Broabman—- 117^ of Wilton, Somerset. She 
died 1784. 
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Mrs. C0X8ON— 117, of Rodgley, Derbyshire^ widow. She 
had 17') children^ grandchildren, and great-grandcliildren. 
She died 1753. 

Mrs. CLiFFotiD— 117> of Wexford, iii Ireland. She died 
1764. 

RicHATiD Day— *117> of Ciarcrlng, Essex, labourer. lie 
died 1768. 

Jonathan Evans— 117j near Welsh-pool, Montgomery- 
shire. He left a son, aged 91 years, and a daughter 87« 
He died 1752. 

Maria £dI[Rinn-^117> died December 1, 1805, at the 
parsonage house of Fridorfing, in the duchy of Salzburg. . 
According to the certificate of her baptism, she was bom 
April 25, 1688. Her father was an honest weaver, who, on 
account of his poverty, had been permitted to live in the 
basement story of the old mansion of Lubenau. His daugh- 
ter had never been any thing mere than a servant, and dur-^ 
ing the last 20 years of lier life, had been supported by the 
neighbouring peasants, who retn^ived her alternately into 
their houses. 

Mary Folby— 1 17» of Rothreigh> near. Shanagolden, in 
Ireland. She had living, at the time of her death, six chil- 
dren, 94 grandchildren, 258 great-grandchildren, and 27 
great great-grandchildren. She died 1781. 

RiDHARD Gibson— 117> of Sealby, near Carlisle, farmer. 
He died 1774. 

Mr. Hare— 11 7> of Stowe. He was in the service of 
Lord Cobham's family upwards of 80 years. He enjoyed 
his sight and hearing dll afew weeks biefore his death. He 
died 1749. 

Isaac Inglkby — 117, 

of Battle-abbey. He had been upwards of 95 years a dome5;t!c 
in the family of Lady Webster. A gentleman who had travelled 
60 miles to see hiija, in November 1797^ snys, " I found Mr. 
VOL. V. K k 
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Ingleby, in an antique out-building^ near the oastiie gati?, 

where his table was spread under the ardied roof; the whole 

building being nearly filled with billet wood^ and seareeljr 

affording room for the oaken bench on which hewasrecEn* 

ing by the fire. His dress was a full-bottomed wig^ a 

full-diessed chocolate suit^ with yellow buttons. There was 

notliing in his look which impressed on the mind the idea tf a 

person more than four-score years of age^ except a fidllng 

of the under jaw^ which bespoke his more advanced age. 

In each of his withered hands ^ he held a shorti rude» beechen 

walking sticky about three feet high^ by the help of wUch 

he was accustomed not only to walk about the extensiTe 

premises in which he passed his llfe^ but to take little rambles 

about the town ; and once^ the old gentleman actually set 

out on a pedestrian excursion to Hastings^ to enqmr^Jbr 

mnoiher situation in service, because his patroness dMrad 

him to be more attentive to personal neatness. It ia but 

justice to the lady alluded to, to add, that the unooodi 

abode of Mr. Ingleby was the only -one in which he eooM 

be persuaded to dwell, and which long familiarity had ran- 

dered dear to him. The choice appeared very exUuordinaiy } 

but every thing belonging to the history of Mr. Ingleby was 

beyond the fixed and settled rules by which human life is^ in 

general, regulated. He was strict in his religious duties^ and 

would read prayers to his attendants twice a day^ while his 

strength enabled him ; and when tli'at failed he never miss* 

ed once. A portrait of him was lately published.'' He 

died 1798. , 

John JacksoN"-— 117^ of Bemew-castle, gumser. H^ 
boasted much of having served under the gr^at Duke- of 
Marlborough, and of having since been engaged in nineteen 
different actions. He died 1799. 

Jamrs McDonald — n7> of Coflc. This man migl&t have 
been truly called a singular character, not only fdr great 
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longeiitjr^ but for heigbthi being no lelt tlitm scren feet hue 
inches* He died Aiiguit 20, l7tX). 

EusABBTH MAcPHsmioN--«l 17f of the county of Criith* 
nesfy in Scotland. Her diet was butter- millc and greens i 
she retained all her senses till within three months of her 
death* She died 1763. 

Donald M^Grxgoiw-117» of the Isle of Sky» in Scot- 
land, farmer. He was temperate at meals, and took much 
exercise. He died 176B. 

Makoaast Mblvil— 1 17f of Ketlc, Fifcshire. She had 
six children, seventeen grandchildren, and thirty •seven great- 
grandchildren I she renewed her teeth atone hundred years 
of age 3 never had an hour's illness, and could sec and hear 
well tiU the day before her death. She died 1788. 

WtLUAM MARSKAtLr-^l 17> of Pilluear, near Newton 
8lewart^ Cumberland, a travelltng tinker. He followed hi* 
bstifiess the year before be died, and was more active than 
most men of sbcty. He had an unusual flow of spirits, and 
frequently entertained his friends with a song, but a few 
weeks before his death, when he expressed his hopes ef 
living twenty years longer. He died 1790. 

OAmBY Nealb— >117» of Shibbereen, near Dingle, in Ire- 
land. He died 1767. 

Francis Ignatius Narocki— 117. 

Tlie following was attached to the 54th bulletin of the 
French army, in Russia. 

Francis Ignatius Narocki, born at Witki, near Wilna, is 
the son of Joseph and Ann Narocki. Uc is of a. noble 
family, and in his youth bore arms. He was one of the 
Confederation of Bar, was taken by the Russians, and sent 
to Kasan. Having lost the small fortune lie possessed, he 
took to agriculture, and was employed as farmer to a curate. 
He married for the first time, at the age of JO years, and 
liadfour children by that marriage. At 86 Ucm;irrieda 

Kk 2 
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second wife, and had by her six children, who were all dead; 
there remains to him only the last son of his first wife.*-- 
The King of Prussia, in consideration of his great age, had 
granted to him a i>ension of 24 Polish florins per mouthy 
making 14 livres 8 sous French, He is subject to no kifir* 
mity, enjoys still a good memory, and speaks Latin with ex- 
treme facility; he cites the classics with spirit, and to the 
purpose. 

The petition, of which the following is a translation,' was 
entirely written wilh his own hand. The characters are very 
firm and legible : 

PETITION, 
" SiRK, 

*^ My baptismal extract is dated 1600, therefore I am at 
present 1 17 years old. I recal yet to my mind the battle of 
Vienna, and the times of John Sobieski. I thought they 
would not be reproduced ; but assuredly I expected still leas 
to see again the age of Alexander. My old age has pro* 
cured for me the benefactions of all Sovereigns who have 
been here, and I ask those of the Great Napoleon, being at 
my age, more than secular, incapable of work. 

^^ Live, Sire, as long as I have lived; your glory needs it 
not; but the happiness of the human race demands it. 

<^ Narocki.'' 

Vbresimo Nogubira — 117 y of the parish of St. Joahnes 
do Godini, in the diocese of Oporto ; was formerly a soldier, 
and was at the battle of Almanza. He always enjoyed good 
health ; and it is not unlikely that he would have lived some 
years longer, had it not been for a fall, by which one of 
his legs was broken in three places, which Occasioned his 
death. He had all his* teeth, and all his hair, a few of which 
only were grown grey; and he enjoyed all his feculties. 
This old man is a proof that an advanced age b not confined 
to the northern climates. He died 1786. 

John Phillifs — 117^ of Thorn, near Leeds, Yorkshire. 
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He lived under eight crowned heads, and was able to walk 
till within a few days of his death. His teeth were good, 
and his sight and hearing tolerable. , At about the age of 
twenty-eight, being constable of the parish, he, upon some 
disorders, committed two of Oliver Cromwell's soldiers to 
the town-stocks ; who, flu* from resenting it, wished that 
every one of his men had but half his courage. He died 
1742. 

. Ephraim Pratt — 117, bom in 1687, was living at Plii- 
ladelphiain 1804, at the age of 117. He married in his 
26th year, had 6 sons and daughters, and 1600 descendants 
dispersed in North America. He had never been ill, never 
taken physic, or been bled ; his intellectual faculties and his 
memory were stUl unimpaired. 

Htacinthb la Rosa — 1I7> of Algeziras, in Spain, 
Died 1771. 

EuzABBTH Shaw — 117, of Spilsby, in Lincolnshire. 
She died 1800. 

Jane STEPHENsoNr—117, of Poulton in the Fylde, Lan- 
cashire. She died 1797* 

Martin Stephenson — 117j of Kentmeer, VVestmore* 
land. He began his career in life with a capital of only 
sixteen shillings, and ended it with leaving, by will, eighteen 
thousand pounds, accumulated by industry and parsimony. 
He died a bachelor. His only domestics were his lu>use- 
keeper and his dog ; and he left bis whole fortune to a man 
who was not related to him. He died 1782. 

Elizabeth Worthington— 1 1 7> of Newton-Regis. She 
died 1778. 

Thomas Wimms— 117> near Tuam, in Ireland; was 
formerly a soldier, and fought at the battle of Londonderry, 
in 1701. He died 1791. 
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FROST TAIR, 

HBI.D ON TUB TIIAMKM, FHOM JANUARY 31, TO FBBRUAKY 

TIIR (h^ll, 1H14. 

WITH A c:oniiK<T iuiidVrvk vikw. 

Tins Fair will lon/^ he rnncinhrrcd by tlioiiMUids wlio 
iiad the roiirnf^n to venture upon the ice on the ThaniMp 
(lurinfiT its coniinuanrr, lorge quantities of which had iloftted 
up the river on Sunday the '^)th of January, and cm the 
return of the tide it came down again in siuch maisies, that 
at Ixindon hridgc the arches were not wide enough to enable 
it tci pass; in eonsequenee of which it completely choaked 
up the Thames between Ijondon and Blackfriar's bridges. 
In a very short time after one o'clock a man ventured to 
cross from Hank-side to the (yity, although the ice wan then 
moving about in large pieces, but before the tide could re- 
turn, it became wedged so clone together, that it was im- 
moveable, and on Monday morning the 31st, scvcnd adven- 
turous persons crossed the river, and their example was fol- 
lowed by a multitude of men and boys, that reached in a 
continued line from Uueen -street stairs to Uank-side. The 
liridges were covered with crowds of people, expecting every 
moment to see them all go to the bottom, but it remained 
firm, and iidrcw on ot hers, who ventured nearly over every part 
from liondon to Black friar's. A few places nearest Black- 
friar's being still too weak to bear weight, some few fell in ; 
after this it was thought so secure, that no one who had the 
Icitst curiosity thought of danger ; only how they could make 
up one <»f the thousands, men, women and chihiriMi moving 
baekwards and forwards in every direction, llicn* was ft 
complete path or grand stn*et from Banksidc toUueen-street, 
and Uueenhithe, with a board nailed on a flag slaif, calling 
it the New dity-road, and each person that passed paid the 
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The lliamcs presented a complete field of ice between Loq<-'' 
(Ion, and Blackfriar'ff bridges^ on Monday the 31st of Janu- 
ary, 1814.— A fiiir Is this day (February 4, 1814) held, and 
tlie whole space between the two bridges covered with q)oc- 
titors." 
Another, frost faia. 

" Amidst the arts which on the Thames appear^. 
To toll the wonders of this icy year; 
Printing claims prior place, which at one view, 
Erects a monument to Frost and you. 

" Printed on the river Thames, February 4, in the fifty- 
fourth year of the reign of King Gieorge the Third j Anno 
Domini, 1814." 
Another : — 

"This was printed on the River Thames, on Friday the 
4 th of February, 1814, opposite Queenhithe." 

Every vender of the diflercnt commodities gave his cus- 
tomer some token printed for the occasion. On Thursday 
the 3d, a sheep was roasted, or rather burnt, nearest to 
Jiankside, over a charcoal fire, in a large iron pan. The 
admission to the booth where this culinary skill was dis- 
plnyed, was sixpence each. There was also two swings on 
the ice, which met with, a few customers; there was a barge 
Jilmost on one shle, near the centre arch of London bridge, 
iixod hi tlie ice 3 It was taken possession of by a party with a 
fiddler; they hoisted a flag, and made merry; others did the 
same; but tlic ice bcinjj so rugged and dangerous nearer the 
bridge, few ventured to the edge ; some however did, and 
even got on the stJirlings of the centre arch, although it was 
covered with ice like glass; two of them, however, paid for 
their temerity, by slipping oiT, and were with much difficulty 
saved : after this others ventured on the same expedition, to 
write their names and date, under the arch. . Skaiting waa 
impossible, it was so very rough ; here and there a f mail 
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lalide was made^ but the masses which had been united wiere: 
^composed of large lumps of snow frozen together^ m many 
places .they had only joined ^at thie top ; and when ^hey were' 
broken through^ were really dreadful to look at. On this day: 
(the third) aplumber yarned Davis^ attempting to cross near. 
BlaQkfrIar's-bridg£ with some lead in his hand^ sunk between, 
two .masses as alcove described, and rose xiQ more. Every 
hour increasing the numbers of visitants and an^useme^ts, 
on the 5th the newspapers began to warn the people of the 
danger of a sudden thaw^ upon the then state of the tide, 
aud the Lord Mayor also issued orders for all booths to be 
struck on the Saturday evening ; in consequence many had 
withdrawn^ though several remained to a very late hour* 
Qti Sunday morning February the 6th, at two o'clock in tU^ 
morning on the flowing of the tide, a dneadful explosion 
took place, and those wlv:> had npt paid attention to the 
Lord Mayor's orders, or the caution given by others, shared 
a fate that few pitied, although, as fortune would have it, uot 
a singl/e person was lost: nothing jcould describe the crush^ 
in a moment every thing flew the same way as if a suddea 
blast of gunpowder had exploded. Barges, lighters, wher- 
ries, and every kind of vessel on the Thames was dashed to 
pieces; several barges JyingoiBFQueenhithe, Paul's Wharf^ 
and the Three Cranes, were broken in two : their sides 
crushed in, and the immense large piles, full 18 inches square, 
that they were fastened to, were snapped as s^ort a^ a match, 
and splintered to bits. Mr. Lawrence of the Feathers, ia 
^imber-street, Qneenhithe, had erected a booth opposite 
^roken wharf, for the ^ccon^iQodation of the curious. AtninQ 
o'clock at night he left it to the care pf two men, taking 
^way all the spirits and liquprs, .exjcept what little he left for 
jtbe two men for their own use ; when the explosion took 
place at two o'clock the booth was hurried along with th? 
quickness of lightning towards Blackfriar -Srbridge. There 
^wece seven men in the booth at the time, s^d i^ tbejr al^m 
yoL, y, hi 
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at the violence of their progress^ they neglected the fintf. . 
and candles^ which communicated with the covering, 
which had cost 401.^ being a very large tarpauling, and 
set it instantly on fire. They succeeded in getting into 
a lighter which had broken from its moorings ; but imme- 
diately after this^ it was dashed to pieces against the arch of 
Blackfriar's-bridge. The poor fellows^ with difficulty^ saved 
themselves^ by getting hold of the balustrade^ five of them . 
reached Puddle- dock^ and the other two a barge^ aUfcer being 
nearly lost. The Thames^ at nine o'clock^ resembled the 
desolate prospect of the northern seas^ wrecks^ and masses 
'of ice floating, and driving about in the greatest fury : 
every thing left of tlie fair was vanished. We have pre« 
served the prospect of the fair, by a minute sketch, orbird^s- 
eye view, between the bridges, of every path find pastime 
that could be observed, thougii many, of course, escaped 
bur notice. 

Among the casualties on the river, on Friday, was one in 
which the interposition of Providence was most atrikingly 
manifested. About five o'clock, three persons, an old man 
and two lads, having ventured on a piece of ice, above Lon- 
don-bridge, it suddenly detached itself from the m^ 1>od7> 
and was carried by the tide through one of the arches. The 
persons on the ice, who laid themselves down for safety, 
were observed by the boatmen at Billingsgate, who, tdth 
laudable activity, put off to their assistance, and rescued 
them from their impending danger. One of them was able 
to walk, but the other two were carried, in a state of insen* 
sibility, to a public house, where they received every atten^ 
tion their situation required. 

Friday a fair was held upon the ice at Chiswicft. A great 
number of booths and shows of every description, were 
apleifdidiy fitted tip on the Thames. 

On Saturday, a fisherman's boy, of the name of Carter, in* 
cautiously ventured, at low water, on a hrgc sheet of ice, near 
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Westminster-bridge^ wliich^ from the turning of the tide and 
the thaw, suddenly separated from the side and carried him 
up the middle of the river, towards MUbank, where his cried 
attracted the notice of a waterman, who pat oiF to his assist^ 
ance, and fortunately, by the application of his oars, rdieved 
him from his perilous situation. 

Having given a list of many severe frost8> in the second 
volume of our Work, page 272, we shall endeavour to giv^ 
the whole that has ever frozen the Thames over, from the 
earliest period, that we have not noticed there. 

The first that appears on record, b in the year 250, the 
Thames was frozen over nine weeks. 

In 605, the Thames was frozen for six weeks, and booths 
built upon it. 

In 823, the Thames was frozen over for thirteen weeks. 

In 90B, the Thames was frozen for five wieeks. 

In 1063, the Thames was frozen for fourteen weeks. 

In 1434, the Thames was frozen from November 24tb 
to February 10th'; it was frozen below bridge to Gravesend. 

Hollinshed informs us, ^^ that in 1655, the one and twen« 
tyth of December began a frost, which continued so 
extremlie, that on new year's euen, people went over, and 
alongst the Thames on the ice, from London-bridge to 
Westminster. Some plaied at the football, as boldlie there^ 
as if it had been on the drie land ; diuerse of the court shot 
dsu]y at pricks, set upon theThames, and the people, both men 
and women, went on the Thames, in greater numbers, than 
in anie street of the citie of London. On the 31. dale of 
Januarie, at night, it began to thaw, and on the fift daie 
was no ice to be seen, between London-bridge and Lam* 
beth ; which sudden thaw caused great floods and high wa* , 
ters, that bare down bridges and houses, and drowned manic 
people in England, especallie in Yoricshire. Owes bridge 
was borne awaie with others.'' 

In 1706-9^ there was a severe frost, and the Thames wa9 
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frozen ovcif ; but it did not last longer at that time tlian thif 
tide ran downy but the ice was* so thick, that it stopped at 
London-bridge, and reached as far as the Temple, where 
people passed over : it tasted from December to March. : 
. In 1715-16, was a great frost, in which th6 Thames war 
frozen over, for several miles, when booths amd streets were. 
made on the ice^ and an ox roasted, &c. 

In 1739-40, a severe frost <Jomm^nced, December 24^ 
and contii^ued for nine weeks, or 103 days, when a great 
many booths were erected on the Thames, anil multitudes 
of people dwelt on H. 

In 1762-3, the frost set m on the 25th December, and 
continued with little intermission, till the 29th of January* 
The Thames was so frozen as to bear caniages. 

. In 1788-9, was U severe frost, in which was a fair on the 
Thames, and crossings made opposite the Custom-house^ 
the Tower, Execution-dock, Putney, Brentford, &e. and 
lasted from November 17&8> to January 17^:^^ 



SLEEP-WALKERS AND DREAMERS. 

• 

Somnambulism differs from being awake, by a suspension 
of the senses, since the sleep-walker neither sees^ hears, nor 
tastes^ neither feels, nor perceives any objects that arc about 
him. He, nevertheless, acts in the same manner as if he 
was awake; very often does so much better, with more^ 
address, and with more activity. 

The first is an account of tlie case of a cataleptic and a 

sleep-walker, sent by the Royal Academy of MontpcUier to 

that of Paris, as the most remarkable that had ever been known« 

« 

A maid, about 20 years of age, her complexion pale, her 

extremities al\yays cold^ her temper remarkably timorous^ 

and so tender, as to be extremely sensible of ihe slightest 

irijury, being, in January 1737, brought by somft trouble, 

nto a catiUepsy, was received into the bospittd. Her fits> 
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♦Kch were more regular and frequent at the Ib^lnhing' 
tlian the end of the mofitb^ lasted, some a quarter of aa 
iiour, some one, two, three hours, or more« 

• In April following, this disorder was complicated w&h 
tootiier, no less extraordinary, fesenlbKng that of persons 
who walk in their sleep, which intermitting for some months^* 
returned every winter, from 1/37 to 1745* 

The physician who constantly attended her, when hct' 
fits were longest and most frequent, observed her pulse to 
be naturally very weak, and so slow, that it did not beat more 
than 50 times a minute; her blood was so viscid, that upon 
opening a vein, it came away by drops ; the strongest pur- 
gative medicines had little or no effect ; she appeared con- 
stantly dejected. The fit waa immediately preceded byanlieat 
and flushing in her face, and a heavy pain in her l^^ad, froia 
both which she found herself relieved after her cataleptic sleep. 

* These fits seized her suddenly, sometimes in bed, when 
it was scarce perceived, except by her not ans\verifig, her 
nespiration being to appearance totally suppressed, and her 
pulse more languid than before ; sometimes in a posture as 
she was doing her work, or going up stairs, and slie always 
continued in the same, during tlie whole fit', (even one leg 
raised to mount the next step) ; her arms or head being put 
into any posture, she continued it, pronded the equilibrium 
of the body was maintained. She had no' sensible motion, 
either voluntary or natural, except that of the heart and 
arteries, which was scarce to be discerned. 

From these fits she always recovered by the mere efforts 
of nature ; no application to the senses producing any tcJcens 
of sensibility, or in the least shortening the fit. The first 
symptoms of her revival were gaping and stretching, andslie 
had no idea of any circumstance that happened during her 
fit, except from the pain of an uneasy posture, or some 
slight wound, ^ven in order to rouse her. 
' Thus &r the catalepsy: tlie complicated disorder into 
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ivUch it degenerated in April 1737^ may be divtdi^cl iiit0 
three stages. The first and lost were a true catalepay^ at 
before deflcribcd ; the interval between tlienii which ioine* 
timet lasted a whole day> was called by the persons who at« 
tended hcr^ the live fit, (accident vii)^,) as the othcra were 
distinguished by the name of thie dead fits. 

On the 5th of April^ 1737> the physician found her <^n« 
fined to her bed by a groat weakness^ and thft pain In her 
head ; she was soob after scia^d with u catale|>tic fit^ which 
went olBf in about six minutCN^ as appeared by her gaping^ 
stretchings and raising herself into a posture) she bogan 
to speak with a Vivacity unusual at other times* Her dis- 
course seemed to have some connexion with what she h^ 
said in a like fit on the preceding day, when she repeated 
a kind of catechism she had learned, making moral and abu* 
aive applications of it to the persons in the house, whom ahe 
characterised by fictitious names. Her eyes were open^ 
hnd she used proper looks and gestures, and every other 
sign of being awake, although she was in the deepest sleop^ 
as appears by the following experiments. 

Ablow was given her on the foce, with thepalmof thehand^i 
a finger was suddenly pushed so near her eye, as to touch 
the corner^ and a wax candle also held so near it us to ainm 
the lashes; a person suddenly started into the room, screamed 
as loud as he could in her ear } brandy and sal ammoniac 
were put into her eyes and mouth, Spanish snufi^ was put 
up her nofltrils, she was pricked witli a needle, in several 
places, and the joints of her fingers were distorted, without 
producing the least sign of sensibility, or interrupting her 
discourse. Soon after, she spoke with great fluency and 
cheerfulness ; she sung, and burst out into frequent fits of 
laughter, making ciForts to get out of bed, which at length 
she effected, dancing and shewing other demonstrations of 
joy. She walked nimbly round the room, avoiding all other 
beds, chairs, &c. and returned to her bed, covered herself 
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tip! nnd soon after was cataleptic. In less than a quarter of 
an hour the fit went off^ and she awoke as out of a profound 
sleep^ not knowing what had passed ; but by observing the 
looks of so many about her^ that she had been in a fit^ she 
was greatly confused^ and wept the rest of the day. 

Narcotics were used, and her disorder, though it returned 
every winter, stemed to abate ; in 1746, the cataleptic fit 
did not precede the other, nor were her senses so totally sus^ 
pended, which she attributed to the use of preparations of steel« 
(The cold bath was made use of, without success ; on which 
this writer observes, that, though it^^be esteemed a specific 
against walking in the sleep, it^must also have been ineffec- 
tual, with respect to the man mentioned by Adrioiius Almor- 
mtSy because in his fits, he would swim over the river Seiaej^ 
without waking). 

The physician who relates this extraordinary case, appeals 
for the truth of the facts, to several of the faculty, who were 
witnesses ef them at his request, declaring, that in his 
opinion, no single testimony was sufficient to render them 
credible ; so sudden and total a suspension, and restoration 
of the sensitive faculties ; the great vivacity of imagination,^ 
and the facility of producing volu]\tary'motion during the 
fit, being wholly unaccoimtable from any principles hithert(| 
J^ncwn. 

Q^t. Mqg. 1747, p. 158. 



A SLSBP-WALXSl^r 

A remarkable instance of a sleep-walker was well authen- 
ticated, during the course of the month of August 1806. 
Between eleven and twelve o'clock, a boy who serves the 
bricklayers in Maidstone, got out of bed in his sleep, went 
through a casement, and walked over the ridges of several 
liouses, after which he returned, and came in at the same 
^VTindoW;; Mrhq^ he awaked in gretit tenror, occasioned by ft 



fall on his cd trance; this extraordinary circomstance 1m|I*' 
pcned in sight of several spectators, one of whom not know* 
ing him to be in a dormant state, had in contempIatiMi a 
dji^s^ of firing at him with a gun, firom a conclusion that he. 
intended to break into some house ; but seeing him letmrOj^ 
without any attempt to effect such a purpose^ both parties 
thought themselves happy at theinterpositionofprDvidcnor^, 
\o prevent so dreadful a catastrophe. 

Gent. Mag. 1786, p. 712. 



John Poultney, bom in Little Sheepy in Leicestershire^ 
iras herein remarkable, that in his sleep he did usually rise 
out of hb bed, dress himself, open the doors, walk found 
about the fields, and return to his bed not wakened; some* 
times he would rise in his sleep, take a staff, fork, or any 
ether weapon that was next liis hand, and theremth lay 
about him, now slrikiog, now defending himself, as if he 
were then encountered or cliarged with an adversary, not 
knowing, being awaked, what had passed. He aflerwaxi^ 
went to sea with the famous but unfortunate Sir Hugh 
Willoughby, Knight, and was, U^ther with all the flee^ 
frozen to death in the North-East passage about Novi* 
Zembla. 

Burton's Leicestershire, p. 254. Tvlk^% • 
WoTihieSy Wcailey^ ijc. 



PREACHER. 

Although, in nK)dem times, a sleeping pUachBE is no 
longer considered a novelty, we will presept our readers 
with the following ancient, and curious character, taken 
from Stow's Chronicle, continued by Howes, sub. anno. 
1605. 

Richard Haydocke, of New College in Oxford^ a pressed 
pbjsici^, baying an impediment ip jhis dapy «pe^, w«f 
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freqtieiitly, when in bed^ at nighty overheard by several pe^-^ 
8ons» to preach in a good and distinct delivery. Surpiized 
at this, they often called him^ but received no answer; oi^ 
which they used to apfwoach hb bed and endeavour to awake 
him, by pttllmg4iim by the hands and feet; notwithstand- 
ing this, he still pi^eeded smoothly od^ with a steady 
countenande, till he had finished his sermon. This singular 
incident soon became public, and, at Iskst reached the royal 
ear. His Majeity then commanded the sleeping preacher 
to be brought to court, and anxious to witness the truth of 
the report, sat up with him most part of the night to mark 
the result. After watching some time, the sleeper began to 
pray, after which, he pronounced a text, made his divisions^ 
and proceeded accordingly, exclaiming against the Pop6^ 
against the cross in baptism, and agsdnst the last canons of 
the church of England. His sermon being ended, he coq<» 
tiooed slee^ng, on which the King, who had narrowly 
watched him, d^nrted. A few days after he sent for Hay- 
docke, and after some conference, discovered that he was an 
impostor. Unable to justify himself, or to conceal the 
truth, he acknowledged his abuse ui^ God, his Majesty, 
and to the world, imd threw hin^sdlf u|Km the mercy of the 
King. The latter pardoned him on Ae conditions that ht 
should, in all places, confess his deception before the people, 
who onsidered him as a person inspired. 



BXTRAORDINAav. DEATH OF 

JOHN HINCKLEY, ESQ. 

This gentleman, who was about 50 years pf age, of a most 
eccentric character, kept a set of chambers at No. 9, two 
pair of stairs, in Gray's-inn-square, where he resided ; but 
not having been seen since the early part <tf September, be 
was at length found dead, on Friday evftnin|;, Dectmbac 2, 
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by maggofSy* that his death seemed inevitable,— After 
clearing away, as well as they were able, these shocking 
vermin, those who found Page conveyed him to Osbumby, 
and a surgeon was immediately prpcured, who declared that 
his body was in such a state, that dressing it must be little 
short of instantaneous death ; and in fact the man did sur- 
vive the operation but a few hours.— When first found, and 
again when examined by the surgeon, be presented a sight 
loathsome in the extreme ; white maggots of enormous size' 
were crawling in and upon his body, which they had most 
shockingly mangled, and the removing of the external ones 
served only to render the sight more horrid.— The coroner^s 
inquest sat upon the body, Monday afternoon, June 27i and 
their verdict was, ^* Maten to death by maggots." 

We have frequently beard of persons being eaten to death 
by worms — as Herod, ilcylla, and others*-but these, hap- 
pening at so remote a period, may at this time, perhaps 
serve only to afford food for the sceptie.— The case of this 
man exceeds the shocking death of Mr. Hinckley, and tniijr 
presents a phenomenon in our annals, that scarcely admits 
;a parallel. 



DREADFUL 

FIRE IN THE AMERICAN THEATRE. 

The following account of the accident at Richmond theatre, 
in America, when 150 persons perished, December 28, 1811, 
h extracted from the Richmond Enqnhrer, of December 29. 

** In the whole course of our existence, we have never taken 
cm pen under a deeper gloom than we feel at this moment. 
It falls to our lot to record one of the most distressing scenes 
ivhich can happen in the whole drcle of human affairs. 
The reader must exeine the incohcnnet ol the narrative } 
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tbrrc ifi nearer u dry eye in thiH dlslractccf city. Wc^p, mjr 
fclluw ciihtmf for wc Imvc* nrvn n ni;;1tt of vrae, which 
acnrcr nny eye had ftccni or cur liuth honrdj and no tongue 
can adequately toll. 

" How can we describe llic Hccm? ? No pen run paint it, 
no iniagitmtioii ran conceive it. A whole theatre wrapt in 
Inrnvft-'-o rrity and antmnted aHAcmbly suddenly thrown cm the 
rrry verge of the grAV4e«««niany of thcni| oh ! how many, pre-* 
cipitikted in a moment into eternity-— youth and beauty, and 
old a^e, and geniuFti overwhdmed in oni» pfomiKCUotui ruin I 
iihfiokfi, groanft^ imd human ngony in every f9hn])e<— tliii ia 
llieheart-rending ncene that wc are called upon to deacribe.-" 
We Kink umlcr the cHbrt. Header I excuM our fc^linga, 
fur they are the feelings of a whole city. 

'* lift ns colLuct our ideaa aH well as we can. On Thursday 
nigiit, A new play and a new after-piece were played for the 
benefit of Mr. Place. Crowds swarmed to the theatre— it 
was the fullest house tliis season, there was not less than 
600 present. The play went ofl^the pantomime began^ 
tfic iirNt act was over. The whole scene was before wh-« 
and all around uh wan mirth and festivity. O God! what n 
terrible revolution did one minute produce I The eurtaiu 
rose on the second act of the pantomime — the orchestra woa 
in full clioruM, and Mr. Vyest came on to open the scene—* 
when sparks of fire began to fall on the back part of the 
atiige^ and Mr. Uobertson came out, in unutterable distreas, 
w;ived his hand to the ceiling, and uttered these appalling 
words — ** the house is on fire/' His hand was itamediT 
ately sf retched forth to Uir persons in the stage boXj to help 
tliem on the stagey and aid their retreat in tliat direction. 
—This was all we caught of tl\e stagCp The cry oifirelfirei 
passed with electric velocity through the house— every one 
flt'W from their HeatK to gain the lobbies and atairs. 

*' The scene baffles all description. The 9iost b.ea)rt*pierciiig 
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tties pervaded the house, ^ Sa^ me, save me/' Wires tLak* 
lag for their husbsmds, females and children iSihrieking, whilo 
the gathering element came rolling on its curling Hames and 
columns of smoke — threatening to devour every human be* 
ing in the building. Many weretrod under foot— several were 
thrown back from the windows^ who were ^roggling to leap; 
The stair- ways ^ere immediately blocks tip — tlie tbroi:^ 
was so great^ that many were raised several feet over the heads 
of the rest — the smoke thr^tened an instast suifocatio!^ 
We cannot dwell on this picture. We saw it— we felt it- 
like others, we gave up ourselves for lost—- we cannot depict 
it.^-Many leaped from the windows of the first story, amd 
were saved-— children and feiliales, and men of all descrip-* 
tions, were seen to precipitjate themselves to the ground-^ 
most of these escaped ; though several of them with broken 
legs and thighs, and hideous contusions. Most, if not all, 
who were in the pit escaped. Mr. Taylor, the last of the 
musicians who quitted the orchestra^ finding his escape by 
the back way cut ofiF, leaped into the pit, whence he entere4 
the semicircular avenue which leads to the door of tlie theatre^ 
and found it nearly empty. He was the last that escaped 
from the pit 1 how melancholy, that many who were in the 
boxes, above and below, pushed for tlie lobbies — many, all 
OS has been said, escaped through the windows— but the most 
of th^n had no other resource than to descend the staicsj 
many escaped in that way — but so great was the pressure, thai 
they retarded each other, until the devouring element ap^ 
proached to sweep them into eternity. Several who even 
emerged from the building, were so much scorched, that 
they have since perished— ^ome even jumped from the second 
window — some others have been dreadfully burnt. 

'* The fire spread with rapidity almost beyond example. — 
Within ten minutes after, it caught, the whole house wa* 
wrapt in flames. Most of the coloured people, who were in 9 
gallei^, escaped through the stairs, cut off from the r^t oC 
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tlie house^some have, no doubt, fallen victims. The pti 
and boxes had but one common avenue, through which the 
whole crowd escaped, and those also who leaped through 
the windows. 

'^ But the scene whicli ensued, it is impossibfe to {Mint— 
WcHnen with dishevelled hair, fathers and mothers shriek^ 
Ing out for their children, husbarids for their wives, brothers 
for thdr sisters, filled the whole area on the outifide of tlie 
building. A few who had escaped, plunged again into the 
flames to save some dear object of their regard, and there 
perished. The Governor, perhaps, shared this melancholy 
fate. Others were frantic, and would have rushed to de- 
struction, but for the hand of a friend. The bells tcdled*— 
Almost the whole town rushed to the fatal spot» 

" The flame must have been caught by the scenery, froM 
some light behind. Robertson saw it, when it was no longer 
than his arm — Young saw it on the roof, when it first burst 
tlirough. Every article of the theatre was consumed, as well 
as the dwelling house next to it. But what is wealthy in ooiii« 
parison of t1)e valuable lives which have gone for ever? The 
whole town is shrouded in woe. — H eads of families extin- 
guished for ever ; many and many is the house, in which • 
chasm has been made, that can never be filled up.'' 

The following is an extract of a letter, dated lUchmonA^ 
(Virginia) December *28, relative to the late firein the theatre 
at that place : — ^' Many more human skulls have been found 
than we yet know of persons missing ; it is therefore feared 
many strangers were in the tlieatre. Almost every persod 
who escaped, was in some way wounded.' The theatre wm 
badly constructed : there was only one door for the pit ind fint 
and second row of boxes. More than lialf of those present. 
who survived, leaped from the windows ; in doing which, 
however, others were mortally wounded. The windows of 
the first row of boxes were about 15 feet, those of the sep^ 
Mndj 24 feet from the ground, Onthe day fdllowing the 
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dreadful scene at the theatre at Richmond, the Common 
Council passed an order for collecting the remains of the 
sufferers, and depositing them in urns or coffins, (except 
such as should be claimed by their relatives), to be removed, 
with all proper respect and solemnity, to the burying-ground, 
where suitable monuments are to be erected, and inscrip- 
tions made, to preserve the remembrance of the afflicting 
event. Moreover, recommending the suspension of all bu- 
siness for 48 hours ; and further, prohibiting any person, 
under heavy penalties, from exhibiting any public show or 
spectacle, or opening any public dancing assembly, within 
the city, for four months. The unclsdmed remains of 
upwards of 50 of the victims of the flames in Richmond, 
were deposited in two large boxes, and buried in the pit 
of the theatre. The citizens have purchased the ground 
on which the theatre stood, for the purpose of erect- 
ing a church in its stead, and more than 2000 dollars have 
been subscribed. Among the number who so awfidly pe- 
rished, it is said, there were not six of the poor class." 

The following is an extract of another letter, from a gen- 
tleman in Richmond, to his friend in Boston. ^^ I have just 
conversed with a young gentleman, who was one of the last 
that got out of the house, before the roof fell in : he says, 
he saw, he thinks, 50 ladies lying dead, some naked, others 
nearly so, and horribly mangled and crushed, beyond all 
power of description. Many ladies were thrust from the 
second story window, by men who followed them themselves; 
some were seen jumping out, with ladies in their arms. The 
good Governor bore his lady out safe, and boldly returned 
to rescue his son, but alas ! in vain ; his remaiii^ I saw taken 
from the ruins, (they were designated by a stock-buckle 
that he wore), — a crisp lump. The brave Lieutenant Gib- 
bon was enamoured of a young lady, the first ornament of 
her sex. Miss Sally Conyers ; he got out ; but, finding that 
she had not escaped, was heard to say, *^ I'll bring her out, or 
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perish in the (jittempt." He rushed in^ and was afterwards 
seen with the lady in his arms ; when the vrall fell^ and 
closed the scene for ever on that ill fated pair ! I liave not 
heard of any New England people among the deaths. It is 
judged that 150 perished.'' 



SINGULAR NARRATIVB OF TUR CRUCIFIXION OF 

MATTHEW LOVAT, 

EXRCUTED BY HIS OWN HANDS, AT VKNICEj IN THE MONIH 

OF JULY, 1805. 

ORIGINALLY COMMUNICATED TO THE PUBLIC, BY 

CESAR RUGGIERI, M. D. PROFESSOR OF CLINICAL SURGERY 

AT VENICE, IN A LETTER TO A MEDICAL FRIEND. 

(Copied, by permission, from the Translntioiii inserted, in that valuable 
i*ublication, Tlie Pampiii:eteer, published by 

Mr. ^'ulpy, ToukVcourt, Chnnccry-hme.) 

« 

** I KEEP my promise, my dear friend, and hereby trans* 
mit you an account of the crucifixion of Matthew Ix)vat, 
executed upon his own person, on the morning of the 19th 
of July, 1805. He was 46 years of age when he cominit- 
ted this act of pious suicide. His father's name was 
Mark ; and he himself was suniained Casale, from the place 
of his birth, whicli was a hamlet belonging to the parisli 
of Soldo, In the territory of Belluno, 

'' Before entering upon the details of this strange act of 
insanity, I must mention some circumstances c*onnected 
with the earlier part of his life, which will present to you a 
cltar view of his condition and character, both physical and 
moral. Born of poor parents, employed in the coarsest and 
must laborious works of husbandry, and fixed to a place, 
wliieh removed him from almost all society, you may judgt* 
what was the nature of his education and habits. In these 
r'ircnmr.tarw'rs. It happened that his imagination was so 
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could remain concealed. The whole village resounded with 
the fame of Matthew's exploit, and every body expressed 
astonishment at his speedy cure, without the aid of a pro- 
fessional person. But he himself had not anticipated the 
species of celebrity, which the knowledge of his expert ope- 
ration was to procure for him ; andjiot being able to withstand 
the bitter jokes which all the inhabitants of the village, and 
particularly the young people, heaped upon him ; he kept 
himself shut up in his house* from which he did not ven- 
ture for some time, not even to go to mass. At length, on 
the 13th of November, in the same year, he came to the 
resolution of going to Venice, to dwell with a younger bro- 
ther, named Angelo, who was employed by the house of 
Palatini, gold-refiners, in Biri, in the street called Le Cor- 
doni. He having no accommodation for him, conducted 
Matthew to the house of a widow, the relict off Andrew Os- 
gualda, who supplied him with a bed. She also lived in 
Biri, in the street called Le Vido, No. 5775- He lodged 
with this woman until the 21st of September, in the fol- 
lowing year, working assiduously at his trade, in the em- 
ployment of a person near the hospital, and without exhi- 
biting any signs of madness. But on the above-mentioned 
day, having made an attempt to crucify himself, in the mid- 
dle of the street, called the Cross of Biri, upon a frame, 
which he had constructed of the timber of his bed, the wi- 
dow Osgualda dismissed him, lest he should perform any 
similar act of insanity in her apartments. On this occasion, 
he was prevented from accomplishing his purpose, by seve- 
ral people, who came upon him just as he was driving the 
nail into his left foot. Being interrogated repeatedly, as to the 
motive which had induced him to attempt self-crucifixion, 
he maintained an obstinate silence ; or once only said to his 
brother, that that day was the festival of St. Matthew, and 
that he could give no farther explanation. Some days after 
this aQ'air, he set put for his own country, where he remained , 
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a certain time ; he afterwards returned to Venice, and set • 
tied himself with Martin Murzani, a shoemaker, who lived 
near tljc street of the Holy Apostles. In the month of May, 
18(15, he clmnged his shop, and entered into that of Ijo- 
renzo della Mona, in the street Senze Saint Marcilian ; and 
to be nearer tlie place of his employment, he liired, in the 
beginning of the following July, a room in the third floor 
of a house, occupied by Valentia LiJ'^cheta, situated near 
the church of St. Alvisc, in the street J)clle Monachc, No. 
1S8H8 ; and up to this date, he was perfectly tranquil. 

*^ But scarcely was he established in this new abode, when 
his old ideas of crucifixion laid hold of him again. He 
wrought a little every day, in forming the instrument of.Ms 
tortur**, and jirovided himself with the necessary articles of 
nails, ropes, hands, the crown of thorns, Sec. As he fore- 
saw it would be extremely difTicult to fasten himself securely 
upon the cross, he made a net of small cords, capable of 
supporting his weight, in case he should happen to disen- 
gage himself from it. I'his net, he seeunid at the bottom, 
by fastening it in a knot, at the lower extremity of the per- 
pendicular beam, a little below the bracket, designed to 
support his feet, and the other end was stretched to the ex- 
tremities of the transverse spar, which formed the arms of 
the cross, so that it had the appearance in front, of a purse 
turned upside down. From the middle of the upper ex* 
' tremity of the net, thus placed, proceeded one rope, and 
from the point at which the two spars, forming the crotBp 
intersected each other, a second rope proceeded, both of 
which were firmly tied to a beam, in the inside of the cham- 
ber, immediately above the window, of which the parapet 
was very low, and the length of these ropes was just suffi- 
cient to allow the cross to rest horizontally upon the floor of 
the apartment. 

" 'riiese cruel preparations being ended, Matthew proceeded ' 
to crown himself with thorns ; of which two or three ]rieieed 
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the skin which covers the forehead ; next, with a white 
handkerchief, bound round his loins and thighs, he covered 
the place, formerly occupied by the parts of which he had 
deprived himself, leaving the rest of his body bare. Tlien 
passing his legs between the net and the cross, seating him- 
self upon it, he took one of the nails destined for his hands, 
of which the point was smooth and sharp, and introducing 
it into the palm of the left, he drove it, by striking its head 
on the floor, until the half of it appeared through the back 
of the hand. He then adjusted his feet to the bracket 
which had been prepared to receive them, the right over 
the left ; and taking a nail, five French inches and a half 
long, of which the point was also polished and sharp, and 
placing it on the upper foot, with his left hand, he drove it 
with a mallet, which he held in his right, until it not only 
penetrated both his feet, but entering the hole prepared for 
it in the bracket, made its way so far through the tree of the 
cross, as to fasten the victim firmly to it. He planted the 
third nail in his right hand, as he had managed with regard, 
to the left, and ha\ing bound himself by the middle to the 
perpendicular of the cross, by a cord, w*hich he had previ- 
ously stretched under him, he set about inflicting tlw wound 
in the ifide, with a cobler's knife, which he had placed by 
him for the operation. It did not occur to him, however, 
at the moment, that the wound ought to be in the right 
side, and not in the left, and the cavity of the breast, and 
not the hypocondre, where he inflicted it. He struck him* 
self transversely, two inches below the left hypocondre, to- 
wards the internal angle of the abdominal cavity, with- 
out, however, injuring the parts which this cavity contains. 
Whether fear checked his hand, or whether he intended lo 
plunge the instrument to a great depth, by avoiding the 
hard and resisting parts, it is not easy to determine 3 but 
there were observed in the neighbourhood of the wound, 
several scratches across his body, which scarcely divided 
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the skin. My own opinion is^ that he had scratched his 
side in this manner, when probinff for a place that would 
present no obstacles to his knife^ which according to Mat* 
thew Lovat| represented the itpear of the passion, 

''These bloody operations being concluded, it was now 
necessary^ in order to complete the execution of the whole 
plan which he had conceived, that Matthew should exhibit 
himself upon the cross, to the eyes of the public ; and he 
realised this part of it, in the following way : The cross was 
laid horizontally on the 6o6r, its lower extremity resting 
upon the parapet of the window, which I have already said 
was very low ; so raising himself up, by pressing upon 'the 
points of his fingers, (for the nails did not allow him to use 
his whole hand, either open or closed), he made several 
springs forward, until tlie portion of the cross, which was 
protnided over the ,parapet, over-balancing what was within 
the chamber, the whole frame, with the poor fanatic upen it^ 
darted out of the window, and remained suspended outside 
of the house, by the ropes, which were secured to the beam 
on the inside. In this predicament, Lovat stretched his 
hands to the extremities of the transverse beam, which form- 
ed the arms of the cross, to insert the nails into the holts 
which had been prepared for them ; but whether it was out 
of his power to fix both, or whether he was obliged to use the 
right in some concluding operation is unknown; the feet is, 
that when he was seen by the people who passed in the street^ 
he was suspended under the window, with only his left hand 
nailed to the cross, while his right hung parallel to his bo- 
dy, on the outside of the net. It was eight o'clock in the 
morning. As soon as he was perceived, some humane peo> 
plo ran up stairs, disengaged him from the cross, and put 
him to bed. A surgeon of the neighbourhood was called^ 
who made them plunge his feet into water, and introduced tow^ 
by way of caddis, into the wound of the hypocondre, which 
he Insured them did not penetrate into the cavity ; and after 
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having prescribed some cordial, instantly took his de- 
parture. 

'^ It happened that some business, connected with my 
profession, had called me to the spot ; and having heard 
wliat had taken place, I nistuntly repaired to the lodgings 
of (iovat, to witness, with my own eyes, a fact which ap- 
peared to exceed all belief; and wlien 1 arrived there, in 
company with the surgeon Paganoni, I actually beheld him 
wounded in the manner 1 have described above. His 
feet, from which there had issued but a small quantity of 
blood, were still in water ; his eyes were shut } he made no 
reply to the quei|tions which were addressed to him ; his 
pulse was convulsive, respiration had become diflficult ; his 
situation, iu short, demanded the most prompt relief and 
assistance that could be adminiiitered. Accordingly, with 
the permission of the Director of the Police of the Royal 
Canal, who had come to take cognizance of what had hap* 
pened, I made the patient be conveyed by water^ tb tlie 
Imperial Clynical School, established at the hospital of St. 
Jvuke and St. John, and entrusted to my care. During the 
passage, the only thing he said was to his brother Angelo, 
who accompanied him in the boat, and was lamenting bis 
I'xtravagance, which was, " Alas, I am very ut^f'ortimute /*' 
When we got to the hospital, I proceeded to a fresh exa- 
mination of his wounds, which confirmed every tlung 
that I had described to you. It was perfectly ascertained 
that the nails had entered by the palm of the bands, and 
gone out at the back, making their way between the bones 
of the metacarpus, and without inflicting any injury upon 
them t that the nail wJiich wounded the feet, had entered 
first the right foot, between the second and third bcmes of 
the metatarsus, towards their posterior extremity ; and then 
the left, between the first and second of the same bones, the 
latter of which it bad laid bare^nd grafted; and lastly, that 
the wound of the bypocondre penetrated to tlie point of the 
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cavity ; and such was the descriptiooj which I submitted to 
the proper authorities. The wound of the hypocondre was 
treated with the first intention, as there was no need ctf hav- 
ing recourse to suture of the belly. I satisfied myself with 
placing the patient in an easy position, who moreover, was 
very tranquil, and executed with the greatest docility, every 
thing that I prescribed to him. 

'^ The wounds in the extremities were treated, as a great 
irritability of the parts required, with emollients and sedatives. 
I employed, for this purpose, a little of the oil of sweet 
almonds, quite fresh, and a very simple poultice of bread 
and milk, in which were ^Tapped up his feet, a great part 
of his legs, and almost the half of his fore- arms; and this 
application was renewed several times a day. 

^^ Some ounces of the mixture Cardiaca oppAata, which 
were taken at intervals, and a little very weak lemonade, 
were the only remedies which I made him take internaUy^ 
during the first six days. The diet was not very severe dur- 
ing the first days, and with the exception of a slight mete* 
orism of the lower belly, which very soon yielded to dry fo* 
mentation, there did not happen the most trifling accident in 
the whole course of the illness. On the fifth day, the woiinds 
in the extremities suppurated, with a slight redness in their 
circumference i and on the eighth, that of the hypocondre 
was perfectly healed. The patient never spcke i always 
M9nbr0 and shut up in himself, his eyes were almost oon- 
stanUy closed. I interrogated him several times, relative 
to the motive which had induced him to.cmdfy himself^ and 
he always made me this answer : <^ Th^ pride qf' mm must 
be mortifiedj it inust expire on tlve cross" Thinking that be 
might be restrained by the presence of my pupili^ I returned 
repeatedly to the subject when with him aIonit> and he 
always answered me in the same terms. He was, in faot^ so 
deeply persuaded that t)ie Supreme Will had imposed upoD 
him the obligation of dying upon the cfoss, that hA wished to 
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inform the Tribunal of Justice of the dditinv which it be« 
hoved him to fulfil^ with the view of preventing all suspi* 
cion^ that his death might have been the work of any other 
hand than his own. With this in prospect^ and long before 
his martyrdom^ he committed his ideas to a slip of paper^ 
which I have still in my possession* It is written with his 
own hand^ and in a style and character^ such as you would 
expect from his education^ and the disorder of his mind« 
During the first days^ he did not complsun of ptin } but on 
the morning of the eighth, having asked him if he had slept 
in the nighty he told me he had not, that he had endured 
very acute pains in his left hand, and both his feet, and that 
he Was still suffering a great deal. I then put several other 
questions to him, which he answered very judiciously ; bat 
the following day, he was again absorbed in liis reveries ; 
and it was with the greatest difficulty that I could obtain 
from him any reply to my enquiries respecting his sleep, and 
state of his wounds. 

" I observed constantly, and I made my pupils remark it 
also, that when the patient enjoyed lucid intervals, he ex- 
perienced in the region of the wounds, pains, more or less 
severe, according to the state of his parts affected. II was 
of these lucid moments that I took advantage, to draw frodi 
him the notions relative to his crucifixion, which you have 
just read. 

*^ Scarcely was he able to support in his hand the weight of 
a book, when he took the prayer book, and read it all day 
long. On the first day of August, all his wpunds were com- 
pletely cured ; and as he felt no pain or difficulty in mov- 
ing his hands and feet, he expressed a wish to go out of 
the hospital, that he might not, as he said, eat the bread of 
idleness. This request being denied to him, he passed a 
whole day without taking any food ; and finding that his 
clothes were kept from him, he set out one afternoon in his 
shirt, but was soon brought back by the serrantis* The BMi 
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of Police being informed of the cure of thb. unhappy man, 
very wisely gave ordere that lie should be conveyed to the 
Lunatic Asylum, established at St. Servolo. 

^^ The speedy and complete cure which was efiected on ibis 
person, as well as the constancy with which he persevered 
in his plan of his crucifixion, and the firmness which he dis- 
played in the execution of it, cannot be ascribed to any other 
cause, than the state of insanity in which he was habitually 
plunged. You know, my dear and learned friend, that mad- 
men possess very little sensation, or muscular irritability; 
a characteristic of insanity, which may be accounted for up- 
on the following principles. . In the first place, their minds 
being intensely fixed upon one, or a very small number of 
ideas, are no longer susceptible of impressions from any 
other object : secondly, from the imperfection of their 
nerves : and lastly, from the deficiency of the nervous fluidy 
which ought to circulate in these canals of sensation. Such 
is nearly the opinion of all^ physiologists on this subject, 
not excepting the ingenious Darwin, who accounts for the 
astonishing firmness with which martyrs of all persecuted 
religions have braved torment and death, by alleging, thj^t 
tlicir sensitive powers were totally absorbed in the contem- 
plation of the celestial delights, which had been promised 
to them. [Darwin's l>iseases of the Willy sect. 34]. Be- 
sides, Matthew Lovat appeared to me, to be affected with u 
leprous .habit, nay, I am certain, he was afiected with the 
leprosy ; and to this malady must be ascribed the greatest 
part of his insensibility. It is well known, that men who 
are afflicted with this distemper, have borne with indificrenoe 
the application of fire-buttons, and other tortures, wliiqh 
are commonly resorted to, in order to rouse them from their 
lethargic condition. Moreover, it uniformly happened, as I 
mentioned above, that as often as Lovat could remove from 
his mind the idea which was habitually impressed upon it| 
a^d of course reasoned cortectly, he became sensible to pain; 
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whence we may conclude, that in these lucid moments the 
nervous system discharged its proper functions, and carried 
to the hrain every impression that was made on its mhiutest 
parts. % 

" Tliat Matthew I^vat should have made an attempt upon 
his life, contains nothing surprising ; but it is certainly very 
astonishing, that he should have turned his imagination to 
discover methods of tormenting himself before he should 
give up the ghost. It is well known, that all suicides study 
the easiest and most instantaneous death possible, because 
they commonly shrink from pain ; we must therefore con- 
clude, that the notions of suffering and of crucifixion, did 
not present themselves to the mind of Lovat, as having any 
necessary connection, or that he actually meant to realize 
at his death, all the circumstances of martyrdom, and to 
expire in agony. 

" The history of this man would not be complete, were I 
to keep from your knowledge, a letter which the religious 
f.ilher Louis Portalupi, Monk of the Order of St, Jean de . 
Dieu, a celebrated physician and surgeon, belonging to the 
I'.ospital of St. Servolo, had the goodness to write me, at the 
time he resided there, and which, although short, will give 
tlie details which relate to this singular madman, up to the 
moment of his death. The follovying is an exact copy. 

*^ Matthew Lovat, siirnamed Casale, was brought to the 
Lunatic Asylum of St. Servolo on the 20th of August, 
1805. He was tranquil and obedient the first eight days j 
but after that time, he became taciturn, and refased every 
species of meat and drink. Forqe and persuasion were em- 
ployed in vain ; and it was impossible to make him swallow 
even a drop of water, during six successive days. In this 
interval, we had recourse to nutritive baths, for which he 
did not express any aversion. Towards the morning of the, 
seventh day, being importuned by another madman, he con- 
sented to take a little nourishment. He continued to eat 
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about fifteen days, and tlien resumed his fast^ which he pfo-^ 
longed during eleven. The nutritive washings were again 
employed, but they could be used only once a day. In the 
course of these eleven days, he had no evacuation of the 
belly, and voided once about two pounds of urine. Not- 
withstanding this disorder in the whole animal economy^ 
his constitution did not appear shaken, and his strength 
and outward appearance remained the same. 

^^ The severe facts were repeated several times, and always 
with equal success ; and were of longer or shorter dura- 
tion, the most protracted, however, not exceeding twelve 
days. 

^^ In January, 1806, there appeared in him some symptoms 
of consumption, — a low pulse, diminution of strength^ 
dry tongue, &c. ; * they were removed, however, by mesms of 
cordiab, in the space of five days. Towards the middle of 
February, his countenance became oedematous } he very sel- 
dom voided urine, and he had an occasional cough, with 
purulent spittings. The remedies which the case required 
were resorted to; his health appeared to be re-established^ 
and during the whole course of the month, he exhibited 
no symptoms of breast complmnts. There was observed in 
him a very singular trait of insanity : he would remain im- 
moveable, exposed to the whole heat of the sun, until the 
skin of his face began to peel off, and it was necessary to 
employ force to drag him into the shade/' 

^^ On the second day of April, he fell very unwell^ the 
skin returned to his face, and the lower extremities: he 
was attacked with a frequent cough, which, however, dis- 
appeared on the sixth. At this date, an obvious labouring 
in his breast was observed, the pulse was very low; at length, 
on the morning of the eighth, he spired, after a short 
struggle." 

*^ If there remain with you any doubt relative to the de-- 
tails of the croeifixion of Matthew Lovat, which 1 have jost 
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EXTRAORDINARY ADVEJJTURE 

OF 

' David Lowribston and his ninb Co'MtpjtMioNs: British sea- 
inen, cfA board the Active, South Sea whaler^ who^ in con- 
sequence of the wreck of that vessel, were left nearly four 
years on a desert island in the South Seas, from which they 
were at length iirovidentially released, by the arrival of a 
British ship at the islslnd, and conveyed to the British set- 
tlement of New South Wales, wheii Tjowriestdn returned to 
England. 

The first account of the wonderful deliverance of these 
ten men, which came before the public, is the following 
letter^ dated 

" Sijdney, New South JValeSy Feb. 12, 1814. 

** On Wednesday arrived froto a sealing voyage, after a 
16 months* absence,- the colonial schooner. Governor BUgh, 
Mr. Grono, master, with 14,000 seal skin^, and about three 
tons of elephant oil. — ^This vessel brings from the west coast 
of New Zealand, a gang of men, consisting of ten persons^ 
left by the brig Active^ Captain Baker, so long ago as the 
15th February 1809, in charge of Mr. David Lowrieston.-7* 
*rbe Active went from hence oit the 11th December 1808, 
and having landed her people oiv^an island, abput a mile and 
a half from tlie main of New Zealand, sailed again for Port 
Jackson, but doubtless perished by the way, and has never 
since been heard of. The people who were left, as above 
described, were reduced to the necessity of subsisting, for 
nearly four years, upon the seal, when in season, and at 
other times, upon a species of the fern, part of which 
they roasted or boiled, and other parts were obliged to be 
cat undressed, owing to a nausea it imbibed from any culi- 
nary process. 'They were left upon the small island with a 
very scanty allowance of provisions, and the vessel was to 
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coiiir to Port Jackson for a further supply. They had li 
whale hout^ and their only edged implements conbisted of 
an Hxo, an ad/c^ and a cooper's drawing knife. In a iithort 
time they procured 1 1,00() skins, part of which Mr.Grono lias 
broughtup. In hopes of findingupon thexnaini some luccour 
which the small island did not aflfordi they went ihitlier^ but 
w ere nearly lost hy the way, a.s sonic of the lower streaks of 
the boat were near falling out, owing, as was imagined^ to the 
nails being of cast iron. On their safe arrival^ however^ they 
found an old boat on a beach, which, it subsequently ap- 
peared, had been left there hy Mr. (irono, on a former voy* 
age. With the aid of this additional boat, when, both re- 
paired, they projected an excursion towards some of the 
more frequented scaling places, and were on the point of 
setting out, when a tremendous hurricane, in oiio nightj de« 
stroyed tlie boats, and put an end to their hope of relief. 
The only nutritive the place afforded^ was a species of the ferti 
root, resembling a yam when cut, and possessing some of 
the properties of the cassada. This they could only procure 
at a distance of sbc or seven miles from their hut, which was 
near the sea side, and had it been plentiful, would have 
been a desirable substitute for better diet ; but it was uu- 
fortunately so sparingly scattered among other shrubs, at to 
be found with difliculty; and they solemnly affirm, that 
they have for a week at a time, had neither this nor any 
other food whatever. With the assistance of a canoe, Qiadc 
up of seal skins, a party visited tbeir former island^ and 
found tUcir stacks of skins much injured by the weather^ 
but did all they could for their preservation. This was their 
seal dep6t, and out of their usual season, they now and then 
found a solitary straggler, in sonic instances, when they were 
ST) reduced by famine, as to he scarcely capable of securing 
those that Providence threw in their way. With their axe, 
adze, and drawing knife, they afterwards built a small boat, 
but with intense labour, as Sfithout saws, they could only 
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tmt.eiie bo^ out of each tree ; the hoops upon their provi-^ 
skm .casks were beaten into nails ; and by the same patient and' 
laborious process^ thi^y at length projected the building of a 
small vessel^ and had provided 80 half inch boards for the 
purpose^ all cut in the way above described. The fortu* 
lu^te accident o( Mr. Grono's touching there^ has^ however^ 
preserved them from further sufiering and peril/' 

The circumstances of this extraordinary adventure, were 
jully developed on a trial at Nisi Prm, in the Court of 
Cominon Pleas, London, on Saturday, the I7th December, 
1814, in the case of Philips versus ClmmjAorij upon an ac- 
tjpii brought by the owners of the vessel and cargo; to reco-. 
Wt flrom the underwriters, who had insured them, and re- 
^I8t)d to pay, until the loss was ascertained. The ship had 
been miipsing these two years \ and although her total loss 
could admit of little or no doubt, the owners were never. Hill 
, this time, enabled to substantiate the fact by positive proofs 
or tnva voce witnestS. 

, A|r. Serjeant Best, in stating the case to the Court 
and Jury^ told them, that amongst the witnesses he should 
this day adduce, there was one who would, in his own per- 
soDy exemplify the romantic Adventures of "Robinson 
Crusoej by proving his residence, for four years, on a deso- 
late island, in the dreary regions of the Pacific Oc^an, fiar 
remote from all intercourse with civilized society, — fed only 
on the flesh of seals, — clad only with the skins of those ani- 
aialsy — and lodged only amongst rocks and cliverns, until he- 
was at length rescued from liis hopeless exile, by the provi * 
dential arrival of a British vessel in these solitary regions, 
through means of which, he was enabled to find his way 
once more to his native country, and to appear this day, as 
an instrument for obtaining justice to the cause of his ship's 
owners. ^' 

The ownership of the vessel having been proved to exist 
in the plaintiffs, 
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Henry Turnbull stated^ that he had sailed ai 
mateoD board the Active^ from t;his country^ in the'moilfK 
of September, ] 808, and continued in the sbiptill 2)^ Mttfi 
1809 : he then arrived in her at Kent's Grmlpe, aplaiiter'* 
of islands in the South Seas. Before they aiflveft-alK^eiiVti- 
Groupe, they had explored several small islahSiiin q^dstbf' 
seals, and touched another cluster of • islands, cAied'Crddo 
Islands; and in the course of their researches, befiVre they 
reached Kent's Groupe, they had got betM'eenliJiOO and 2000 
seal skins : he quitted the ship in a boat, ^ith so^eofthe' 
^reWy by order of his commander, to gi^t spme'niOre npA 
skins for the voyage, and they proceeded to on iilaiKdj «al|(ed 
the Slipper, in Bass's str(?ights : he wa6 accompanied- by 
seven xhen^ but he never saw his ship afterwards, tt0itii!bkidtly 
to this. The ship was bound to those streights, foi* thfc tWy 
purpose of fishing and seal catching ; and of cbUi% pM- 
ceeded to every place they thouglit most likely to fotwaf^- 
their object, in obtaining the completion of their cArgo. 
When he and his companions returned from Slipper }jIb&4 
to Kent's Graupe, where they had left the ship saft at ah- 
chor, they found she yv^ not there, and he never saw her 
more. The winds had blown very heavy from the north- 
westward, and the vessel went round to the westward point* 
By some mismanagement, it happened, that while those on* 
board the vessel were looking out for the witness and biff 
companions, and he was looking for them^ they missed each 
other^ and he ^ever ipet the ship more; after waiting a edn^ 
siderable time, in vain expectation, and seeing p6 further' 
hopes of finding the vessel, he and his cpmpfmions- resolved 
to proceed for New South Wales, the distance to which, in the 
wdy they were to proceed, w^s ab6ut 160 rtiiles, and &iif were 
obliged to make it in an open boat : he could ricft eocttctly^ 
^ay, within a few days, when he reached Western Port ; 
but it waseatly iii the next year after lie had becm left at 
the Slipper, It was about March 1810; bift be theraftnnd 



such circumstances as quiteisalisfied Us^miodtliatibe ship:. 
hadl>een wrcdced. He found aiany< things tbiowiD amongst r 
the loeks^ and ow the shore^ ^vhiobhod belonged tothe ship^. 
attd amongst othiersy hisJoun^cluAy fwikiUaigcseals^.'.whidc 
had'hiB namecut on it, partof the skip's hnHrark); landihei* 
told liis OQnrpanionsy that the ^hipmust certainly 'iave beem . 
wreeked there $ that it was higfaij probable thercreirhad: 
conflrived t;a refit her, and that they had proceeded with beit. 
to fiiDrt Jadcstm, i^ New SouA. IVidei^ and. no \^iiere:ddcg^ 
alKl (thither they resolred to fcUoir fabr. 

They remained at Western Port about lluee diqrs^ and tboiL: 
set oot for Port Jackson :-*-they ran doivn ^e coast^ andftooifi 
island' to island^ and then proceeded fori Van Dtemm'S'^ 
jband^ »nd at last arrived* iit t^ Derwent Biver^ vheie 
they were picked up by ASmiral BJijf/i, Tivhom they, took jom. 
board a King's ship of 90 guns. This was about % fart*' 
night or three ^veeks from tjie time they had left Kenfo 
jGrOOpe : he had been in the South Seas beforer: be after^ 
ytxr6$ artived' at Port Jackson^ and went on board the Unitt^. 
and remained at P6it Jackson about six months, Hb tiieiL 
Jieard th^ the Active had arrived there some time befbrl^. 
in a shattered state; but tliat she had refitted and gone, 
to'sea v^tb ^ fresh orew^ ^nd he ney/er heard of her move* 

Davii^ XiowftiEs^N, being sworn and examined^ stated^ 
that he had but lately retmlled to 'this countiy, from Netr 
South Wales : he sailed in Uie ship Active, to Fort Jack- 
^n^ in 1809. When the diip went to Bass's strei^ts^ 
tu'o boats, t)\e schoon^er and whale boat, were dispatched 
from the ship, in search pf seals : they met with very heavy 
^es of wind : the ship sailed ip search of the boats, and 
they were in hopes of jnckmg up Tumbull and bis compm* 
nioBs, but missed: diem : the ship went into Western Port, 
iii hopes of finding the schoon^ and whale boat there, but 
.could net find them. The wind continued to bbw Tery 
bard> «Eid they wete obliged to eat tbar Cable; bat thesbip^ 
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shortly afterwards strack on the beach^ where she contiooed « 
six days, to beat the whole time very much; they athslgol 
her off, and were in hopes of gcttinff her into a phce of 
safety^ but she again struck^ and was upset, and ccmtinaed 
binder water, the sea beating over her, for 21 diqrs; but the 
ciew at last, with the greatest perseverance and difficatty, 
r^ted her. While they were in thl) situation they W€fe 
joined by one of the boats' crews they had been in search of; 
and having refitted the vessel in the best manner they coold^ 
they proceeded to Port Jackson. They had between 12 and 
1300 skins on board, but had been obliged to throw a great 
nmvber overboard. In 1809, on the 4th of December^ 
they were refitted at Port Jackson, and went to sea again, to 
complete the ohject.of Iheir voyage. They arrived off New' 
Zealand, and there found a great quantity of seals. . Tho 
shore at times seemed covered with them. In consequence 
of finding such abundance of seals at this place, he and se- 
ven other men were put on shore in a boat, upon two small 
islands, near New Zealand. These islands had no name ia 
their charts, and they were now named the Actwe JsUmdi, 
after the name of the ship : that on which he was* pat, was 
about three quarters of a mile long, and some 150 fathoms 
broad, clear of the rock : the ship went away on the 3d of 
January, upon discoveries for more seals : the CQfisft was 
then unexplored : she came back again pn the 9th of Fe« 
bruary : she then landed all the salt she had, with two men 
more, and a quantity of provisions, and left him and the 
eight others to wofk on shore, and she went to Port Jack- 
son for more provisions and salt ; at that time the party sup* 
posed she would r/[?tum immediately, which 3l]c might have 
done by an ordinary pas^ge^ in three weeks ; but she never 
came back, and the witness with nine companions, eight be« 
longing to the ship, and one, a prisQu^r from Port Jadcson, 
Botany Bay, remained on tlie island, and the adjacc^i^ one 
of New Zealand, ttirce ycfirs apd ten ino^thsj y(btK^ after 
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the provisions landed were exhil^u^tcd^ they suppoVted them* 
selves on the flesh of sealSy and some few aquatic biMs thcy 
caught ; and when their clothing was quite worn out, they 
were obliged to attire themselves in seal skins. For seven 
da]rs and nights they were without any food or water whatever. 
fVom the rest of JLowrieston's evidencci it appeared, tiiat 
durinig the stay of this young man and his unfortunate com- 
panions in this desolate abode, the contrivances to present 
their existence, and protect tliemselves from the occasionnl 
severity of tlie weather, which dire necessity suggested, 
were innumerable. They were obliged to seek shelter, at 
- times, in caves, dug out by incredible labour, from tlic side 
of the mountains, on that part of the island where they 
landed, and which was cut off from the opposite side by ru 
immense chain of high and impassable mountains, from nortli 
to south, to the extreme points of land at each end. They 
made some efforts to get over these mountains, in order to 
reach the opposite side of the island, where tliey hoped to 
find inhabitants and some provisions ; as, from what some 
of them recollected to have read or heard of New^ Zealand, 
they judged there were plenty of hogs ; bat after clambering 
with incredible labour, over some of tlK)se literally cloud* 
capt regions, they found still higher mountains to contend 
with, presenting a tract as boundless, and utterly barren. 
Behig exceedingly weak, from the wretched manner iti, 
which they had so long subsisted, they relinquished their 
purpose, after advancing about nine miles into the country ; 
and returned to their former mansion, where they might, 
at least, prolong an existence, which however wretched, 
was still dear to the feelings of nature, under the faint hope 
of being, at some time or other, providentially delivered 
from a state of solitude. The land was so barren and 
unproductive of any indigenous vegetable, fit to make part 
of their sustenance, that seals and the few birdf already 
mentioned) were for two years their only food. 
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After the tedious lapse of three years andtenmcmihsi {roni 
their first landing on this inhospitable shore, a period more 
than trebled by anxiety, and almost lost to all hope of ever 
regaining their native land, they were rejoiced at 'the ap- 
pearance of a sail, at some considerable distance fntnn the 
land.— *The gloom of despondency was now eheared by the 
liveliest exultations of joyful expeetaney.— ^Tfiey saiw, or 
imagined they saw, the vessel nearing thekndi-^Theyin'«re 
not deceived,— for that way she was bending her -course.- Oh ! 
should she be a British ship !-— But thdt was too flattering a 
hope to indulge. — ^I'he vessel approached nearer^— they 
made every signal in their power to attract her notice,-^ 
they soon perceived their signals were observed^— and ta 
their inexpressible joy, saw, as the vessel approached nearer, 
her boat launched, manned, and pulling hard for the shore, 
where they ii-ere assembled. But if their joy was greaty un- 
der these chearing circumstances, — ^how inexpressibly greater 
their delight, when in the sailors who jumped on shore^ they 
perceived d liearty crew of British tctrs^ wh<^ in their turn, 
were not less astonished toi find in an apparent horde of sa- 
' vage islanders, clad in seal skins, and squalid with the long 
protracted wretchedness of their sitdation^-— ten brother- 
' tars, friends, and countrymen ! 

The joy and surprize on both sides wvts inexpressibly 
great. Tlie long exiled adventurers accepted with delight 
and gratitude, the invitation of the ihate, whfi Came with 
the boat's crew, to proceed on bo&rd the ship, which was a 
British South Sea whaler, come to those regions for a simi- 
lar purpose with the Active. They took a long and joyful 
£Birewell of the cheerless scene^ which had for sa many years 
been the theatre of their sorrow and despair; and shortly 
afterwards were landed in Port Jackson, in fiotany* Bay, 
from whence Lowrieston took the first opportunity of pro- 
ceeding to England, leaving his nine companions at the 
British settlement,, to recover their shattered heiflth. 
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Verdict for the plaintiffs, to the amount of the total loss 
of the vessel, and of the average loss on the seal skius, in- 
jured by the upisetting of the vessel. 

LowRiESTON is a young man, about 28, apparently much 
injured in his health, from the hardships he had sustained, 
and the wretched diet on which he had so long subsisted ; 
we understand his owners have contributed humanely to 
his comforts, and have resolved to set on foot a subscrip- 
tion for his future subsistence. 



AUTHENTIC AND INTERESTING ANECDOTES OJP THE LATE 

MR. THOMAS COOKE, 

tHE CELEBRATED MISER OF PENT6NVILLE. 

■I 

The subject of this memoir was in trutli a singular cha- 
racter. Misers, in general, conceal their wealth, but Mr. 
Cooke always boasted of his immense property; the ava- 
ricious, likewise, deny themselves eonmion necessaries ; but 
this extraordinary man took care to live well — at the expense 
of others. 

Mr. Cooke is said to have been born near Norwich, but ac- 
cording to his own account, Clewer, a village near Windsor, 
gave him birth, about the year 1726. His father was an itine- 
rant fiddler, who got his livelihood by playing at country fairs 
and in alehouses; he died while his son was an infant, and an 
aged grandmother, who lived at Swannington, near Norwich, 
took care of young Cooke, till he was able to provide for him- 
self. He was then employed in a manufactory, where there 
were a great many other boys, who were paid a certain sti- 
pend, according to their work, -out of which they procured 
their own subsistence. 

In this his tender age, Thcntiias gate stft)ng proofs of par- 
simony. These boys always clubbed a certain sum from their 
weekly earnings, for the purpose of establishing a niets. 

VOL. V, a q 
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fliat gentleman^ desirous of obliging a faithful servant, got 
him appointed to a district^ in the neighbourhood of Lou- 
d(Mi^ and gave him a letter of introduction to an eminent 
sugar-baker ; but Cooke not having money to pay his pas- 
sage to town in a stage^ and the distance being too far for 
a journey on foot, applied to some of his poor relations for 
a supply. Having received all the money they could col- 
lect among themselves, he came up to London, in a Nor- 
wich waggon, and had, on his arrival, eight shillings in hia 
pocket. 

Although appointed to a district, Mr.' Cooke found that his 
qualification to act as an exciseman, was not to be obtained 
without great delay, much difficulty, and, what was wors^ 
than all, some expence. Mr. Postle's letter to the sugar- 
baker, however, procured him the situation of porter ; aud 
in the course of time, he learned so much of the business^ 
as induced his new master to employ him as a joux:^eymLaii» 
3y psiyiug close attention to the superior of the district lA 
which he was to act, (as he was allowed the time he stood 
in need of to attend to his own business), and by the money 
he saved while in the service of this sugar-baker, Mr. Cooke 
was at length enabled to assume the dignity to which he had 
aspired, that of an officer of the excise, sometimes armed 
with a cutlass and pistol, which he always took care to hang 
up in his sitting room, when at home. * 

Having been appointed to inspeot the exciseable concerns 
of 9 large paper-mill and manufactory near Tottenham, 
Cooke was exceedingly well pleased; for being already versed 
in some parts of the trade, from the knowledge he had ac- 
quired in the service of Afr. Postle, he was desirous of 
learning those secrets in the trade, to which he was still a 
stranger. During the time he was officially employed in this 
concern, the master of the paper-mills and manufactory 
died. The widow, however, by the advice of her friends^ 
carried on the business, with the assistance ojf the foreman. 

oq 2 
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C!ook(*\s knowlopc of the buslnrss, but particularly the 
ri»p:ulttrlty with which he rcnchTcd his uccounts to tlie Board 
of lixcisc, induced the ()onimissi()iur.s to continue him in the 
employ. lu the mean time, heto()l< ii re^'ulur and exact account 
of sundry infractions of tlie laws, which eitlier from design jr 
inadvertence, were <hu1y comnjitted in this paper manuftic- 
(ory; Having calculated the value of the concern, and the 
several thousand pomxis tlu' penalties incurred, by fraudi 
on the revenue, would amount to, he seized an opportunity of 
privately informing the wi«low, that these peiuUties, if levied, 
would amount to more than douhh* the value of all her pro- 
perty, and expose her to beggary and the King'8 Bench, 
He assured her, that the frauds which had been at different 
times committed, were only known to liin)self, and suddenly 
projxised marriage to her, as the only means of insuring hfH 
iccrecy. The widow, no dcmbt, convinced of the truth of 
Mr. Cooke's statcnttnt, and seeing In him a nuui of comely 
rountenance, and of good ligure, gnve him a favourable an- 
swer, hut suggested the iiropritty of defi-rring the marriage 
till the time allritted to the motn'uin" for her first husband 
had e\pir(Ml. Mr. (ookr M^ieed to tins dcliiy, having taken 
Cfire to olffaih lirr (*oiisrnt nnd ))rondsr oit parchment. 

On his niarrijigr with this lady, Cooke htcanjc possessed 
of all her property, which was \«ry \ii\'isi\ and [lartieu- 
lurly of the mills at 'J'otlcoham, which wcir on lease to 
her former husband. On the (*\|)ii'iit!i)n of the lease, he 
ap])lie(l to the proprirtors lor n rrnewal of it ; but la conse- 
*' qucnce of a previous tnatv, the premises were, to his great 
inortiticatloM, let to another fcnih ni;m. 

Having heard of a large sugar concern in Puddle-dock, 
which was to he ciispose^l of, he Immediately took it, tts he 
knew something of the husioess, and llattcrred himself, that 
he would be able to add rapidly to his already very large for- 
tune. He now adopted an economical plan, never being at 
home ttt meal times, for tear a customer or friend ought call ii| 
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to take pot-luck with him. A cask of table beer^ {cont^n^ 
ing only four gallons and a half )^ was the largest qua^ntlty 
he ever he|d in his house^ which was for the indulg^n^;^ 
of his wife ; and to this he had a lock-cock^ the key 
of which he always kept, as he found by experience, 
his servants would not drink water. Water was the only 
beverage he treated himself to; but whenever inclined for» 
glass of good wine^ he would find his way to some of his 
tradesmen, to whom he knew he was an important cus^ 
tomer, taking care to make himselT well acquainted with this 
usual family hour for dinner. The greater part of his 4^1y 
food was gained by making visits ; for though he always de» 
elined stopping, till he was repeatedly asked, yet h^ w^s 
easily prevailed upon. He took care to make the (extpi)); gf 
his riclies known ; and whenever he saw children, pretend.e4 
great affection for th'em, soliciting their names in writing^ 
by which means, the deluded parents, imagining they would 
be all remembered in his will, took care to cultivate hh 
friendship. Thus, Mr. Cooke not only rendered himself wel» 
come at meal-hours, but continually received present^ c/ 
game, roasting pigs, poultry, fruit, ^nd all kinds of vjian^S/ 
Of these, he just kept as much of the worst and least sal(e.-«. 
able, as would suiSce for his own family, and sold the ri^st. 
He was once known to make a present to a gentleman of a 
hare ; but he enquired very minutely on what day he inten(Je4 
to have ^t dressed, that he might fijail th^ nextdayfor thiS j^^i^. 
With all his pjirsimony, however, Cooke, to his grej^t 
astonishment, found, that instep of making money by hh 
sugar-house, he had lost, at the end of twelve months^ 
6001. In order to discover the secrets of the trade, to whi^b 
be had been a stranger, he was induced to invite s^ver^l svlt 
gar-bakers to dine with him, apd after plying them with 
plenty of wine, he put questions to some of the younger 
And more unguarded of the trade, who, in a state of intoxi-r 
nation, made the dej^irable djljscpyeyiin, Uh wife^ a^tpni^h? 
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ed at his being so unusually generous, expressed her Appre- 
hensions about the expcnce of the wine ; but he told her, 
he would suck as much of the braiHSj (his usual phrase), of 
some of the fools^ as would amply repay him. 

This was the only sumptuous dinner Mr. Cooke ever gave^ 
and which no doubt answered his purpose, not only by the 
discoveries thus obtained, but by being asked to several dia- 
llers in return, and having additional presents. When in- 
duced to keep an ordinary bird, as he was not fond of cold 
meat^ he would quarter a goose, or a lean turkey into four, 
and roast a joint every day while it lasted ; this and a dish 
of cabbage, formed the whole of each day's entertainmeat* 
He was so particularly fond of cabbage, that he was always 
known by the nickname of Cabbage Cooke. Hather than 
make any presents, he often kept hares, partridges, phea- 
sants, &c. until they stunk ; their feathers he then pre- 
served in a bag, to be sold ; if a hare, he would carry it to 
a dogs' meat-seller, and haggle for half a sheep's head or 
a pig's face, always reminding the purchaser, that the skin 
would fetch a groat. A fine goose, a pair of prime fowls, 
a fat turkey, or a salmon, though received as presents, were a 
treat too delicate for him to feast on, unless at the table of 
anotlier • lliese therefore he would carry himself, (for he would 
trust to no servant), to Leadcnhall or Whitechapel market, 
and go from stall to stall, to get the utmost penny. He al- 
ways kept the vegetables that were sent to him as presents, 
and when he Imd a quantity of potatoes in the house, he 
would allow no bread to be purchased. 

Soon after Mr. Cooke had established himself in the su- 
gar-house, he was visited by a man of the name of Thomas 
Sidney, who had been a play-fellow and a favourite, and 
who had rendered Cooke many services in his puerile days^ 
when he lived with his grandmother. At a subsequent pe- 
riod, Sidney came to London, and worked as a sawyeri 
and his wife kept a chandler's shop, near the GaideD% 
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at the back of the White Swan, in Hoxton, Cooke always 
received Sidney with apparent cordiality, and assured him 
he sliould be named in his will for something very hand- 
some. The poor man, of course, expected a legacy that 
would make him comfortable for the remainder of his life. 
Notwithstanding all the professions of friendship which Mn 
Cooke made to this friend, his generosity never extended so 
far as to ask him and his wife to eat a bit of dinner, above 
once a year ; while Cooke's visits to Hoxton, (where Mn 
and Mrs. Sidney lived for many years), were often made ia 
the summer time, on Sundays. He then protested he was 
prodigiously happy out of the smoke of the city, as the de- 
lightful air of the fields gave him an Appetite for his dinner^ 
and his luxury was to enjoy an after-dii:\ner mug of ale, and 
talk of old times with his dear friend. Poor Sidney and his 
wife always gave him the best they could afford, and Mr, 
Cooke promised that they should never want while he lived. 
An evil day at length arrived, when this unfortunate couple 
were obliged to give up their little shop. Mrs. Sidney took 
courage to wait on their rich old friend; but how astonished 
she was^ to hear Mr. Cooke exclaim, '^ I am really sorry at 
your misfortunes, — what a happy thing there is in this coun- 
try such institutions as parish work-houses ! Your husband 
has paid scot and lot so long as a house-keeper in Hoxton, 
that it entitles you both to a settlemei^t, — the church-war- 
dens cannot refuse to take you in,— go tlien, my dear wo-' 
man, make instant application, and here is a shilling for 
you." Having given this advice, Mr. Cooke suddenly walked 
out of the house, and left Mrs. Sidney in such a state of in- 
sensibility, at the proposal of the work-house, that she ne- 
ver attended to his putting the shilling into her hand. The 
succeeding winter being very severe, the inhabitants of the 
parish entered into a subscription to sell coals to the poor, 
at the rate of a shilling per bushel. Mr. Cooke being a sub- 
scriber of half a guinea^ had, like the other subscribers, % 
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few tickets to delivet to distressed objects, Mrs. Sidnef 
tiaVing ventured to call again, Mr. Cooke gave her a ticket| 
but told her she must find the shilling elsewhere. 

Others besides Sidney were the dupes of Mr^ Cooke's 
hk promises, and suffered for their credulity. Mr. King, 
II [japer-maker, went so far in making him presents and en- 
tertaining him, that he became a bankrupt. On his apjdi- 
Cation to this miser for relief, Cooke knowing that he had 
itiahy friends, desired him to get all he could from them, 
fmd then come to him. Mr. King took his advice, and 
shortly after waited on Cooke, with a list of benefactions. 
" How much have you got ?'' said Cooke : *' About 2001." 
" Then, sir, you ought never to want money as long as you 
live.-— Why, sir,*' continued this eccentric character, ** you 
have got an immense sum, and cannot want more. — ^I will 
give you though, a piece of advice that will be worth double 
the money, — and thai is, if ever you buy a pint of beet 
hgain^ as long as you live, you ought to be d— d ! There 
hre plenty of pumps^^-^2ii\d I will give you nothing." 

Mr. Cooke seldom passed by a pump that he did not take 
a hearty drink. In his daily visits to the Bank, he regaled 
himself at tlie pump near the Exchange. He was in the 
constant habit of pocketing the Bank paper, as he never 
bought any thing, if he could get it for nothing. Ink was 
another article which Cooke used to obtain in large quan*** 
titles, by begging : he carried a strong phial, that -held 
something more than half a pint, and whenever he entered 
the counting house of any friend, he always asked for a lit* 
tie ink in his bottle, when it was generally filled for him^ 
This ink answered a double purpose ; for, besides enabling 
him to write, it served to make his shoes black in the 
morning. 

Mr* Cooke not only made free with the Bank paper, be* 
fore the plan was adopted of having the back of the paper 
printed with checks all over, but be scrupled not to makt 
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the:9mn of about 19bl;wbidi ft '"vridowlady placed ik 
hi» hands as a loan, his own propdrly. The half yete's in- 
terest on- this money he paid with the tiiOst scrupakms puac^ 
tnality, for some time; Unc^entanding fliftt the Iwr yn/tKM 
at a certain timetmll on htm forthrprindpal, hie waitracA 
her to pay her a half yeatr's interest, which wal due^'ttkd 
wtLS particularly civil, as he alwaljrs wsiflr whes «bbaJt;'^ 
orer-reach any one. He deposited* te*btdik.note in pv^IMb^ 
"Miich the lady observed was more tMui'sfhe was cfnfltted^* 
Cooke said he had- no smdler SijMa about Mml, iliot UttJT 
change. She immediately rose to Ting the bell for 'l}^i!'MK^ 
vant to get change ; but Gooke prevented her, sa^iif^lt^Mft 
only a few shillings idore, whieti dmid bedeuucted llfem 
tte next half-year's^ intierest^ iBelMe thii ^dcpfiniticm of ^4 
next half year, the lady, as foteseetii had dihsaskm MllalA 
money, and made the regular denisndi^ RiKmlvHi^Adri^^ 
swer to several appUcUiohs, she fbttnd heMilf'db^^'l& 
have recourse to law. Mr. Cooke deRxid^d^^is* tiSftion) 
swore to his having paid ascertain sunk^mJiln^'Wlilc^^fe. 
widow did not deny $ but having no irittieiis^j^f^ 
manner it happened, '^e vhA cast inf'^tih^'a^ivj'^JAl^lHk 
ground thbt she had tak»h^ttmJbN^«|iMN^ 
costs-topay! • '"■"' -■ "'^■' ■ ' ' '* .s*- I'li' hI »^ii.' i-"" 

The only indulgen^^^ Mn Gooke ^HUkWOt hU tHfe' Wib'l 
small quantity of table )>eer, »f bef(>r6^iktefttroilefl]|- dbflll 
"may naturally be supposed; thl^t a'W6ili«b^o'in^jttjredFM4^ 
comfort with her torm^t hu8bindi'*tHmId^hft^''Utttt^^ 
gard for the second. Iti sHbrt, Mri G^^ •' vsecl iU^'^l6j 
that she died of a brokeri 'heart, ' * ■"' . ' • "i '-""• •■"^••^*** 

Matrimony behig, in'MK Cook^iV^iiidtir;la*t^^ o^iiff^ 
ney, after his wife's death'fa^'paidltii'iddKsi^ 
dows who were known to^have cuiiMfe MM bl e iMMafe^'|nifre 
were two points,* hoWevi^, Whldth^ttiiftlM'ta ffiMt;Hfii!k 
the lady should make otcrlHewlutKWhei'j^if^^ 
tad the second, thai ehfc'llidttld' «Jiikiiir%^ li^'^taMiOl^ 
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if anyi by a former husband. Mr. Cooke^ though he paid 
his addresses to several, found none of the ladies ineliued to 
comply upon these terms. 

Notwithstanding the frugal manner in which tiiis xnaa 
livedo he did not deny himself occasional amusement. He 
contrived generally once a year to go to Epsom races. These 
excursions, however, never cost him any thing ; for having 
cajoled several by promises of making them his heir, he al« 
ways procured companions to bear the expences ; and he 
not only had his ride to Epsom in a friend's gig, and back 
again to town, but also his bed, meals, and every other ac« 
commodation gratis^ duruig the time of the races. 

Mr. Cooke was also particularly fond of a good horse ; but 
the poor beast often felt the pangs of hunger. When not 
employing him, he kept him at livery-stables ; but when he 
rode him, he would not allow corn for him at any place 
where he had occasion to stop, alleging to the hostler, ** that 
he had had his corn at the laeit plticc he stopped, so that he 
wanted nothing to eat ; or at most not more than a mouth* 
fulof hay, and u little water." for wluch slender accom« 
modation he would generously reward the hostler with a 
penny. Indeed his stoppages upon the road were not frequent, 
and when he did stop, it was with a view to economy^ If 
riding into the country, he UMod to fill his pockets with cold 
meat from his own house, und fragments of stale bread ; 
when, on the road, he felt himself hungry, or wished to 
rest his horse, he would alight at the door of a public^housc, 
deliver his horse to the hostler, with the caution before men- 
tioned, and pulling out his broken victuals from liis pocket, 
call for half a pint of beer, and thus regale himself, to save 
the expenee of going to an ordinary. 

Many were his expedients for feeding his horse on these 
occasions. If he happened to fall in with a good honest 
farmer, or farmer's servant, travelling the same way he wag 
going, witli a load of hay, he tfiought himself fortunate. 
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Being a well-informed man, he could converse on al- 
most any subject, and could accommodate himself to the 
taste of the person he conversed with ; he would of course 
«nter into chat with the driver of the hay-cart, on the wea- 
ther, the price of hay and com, and other topics of rural 
economy ; thus having wormed himself into the good graces 
of his companion, he would carry on the conversation for 
miles ; and while riding after the cart's tail, would suffer his 
horse to pull many a sweet mouthful, and take his belly full 
of the countryman's hay. At other times, when riding 
alone, he would frequently turn into bye-lanes ; and if he 
^aw the gate of a meadow or pasture field open, he would 
ride into the field, take the bridle off the horse, and let him 
take a full feed. If, in a very retired place, he ever found 
a gate locked, he made no scruple to lift it off the hinges 
to let his horse in, that he might have a belly full at any 
body's expencc but his own. In one of his excursions he nnade 
free witii another man's property in this manner; but some 
farmer's men that were watching him, and knew his cha- 
racter, made fast the gate, after he and his horse had got 
into the field, secured both the gentleman and his horse^ 
and in spite of hia entreaties and tear$, (for he could always 
weep), made him pay handsomely for the trespass he had 
•committed. 

A favourite horse of his had at one time a disease in the 
eyes, for which Cooke wished to have a cure ; but as he was 
too avaricious to go to a veterinary surgeon, {for he mor- 
tally hated to pay for any medical advice^ either for man or 
beast), he listened to the quackery of some silly journeyman 
farrier, or more probably some one, who knowing his dis* 
position, had a mind to banter him, and gave him the fol- 
lowing, as a recipe for his horse's i<Hre eyes : ** You mtiit 
take thirty onions, drill a hole in eacb^ run a string tbffough 
all, and hang the onions, thus strung like a necklace^ roimd 
4he horse's neck, and let him wear it eontinuaUy* Ai the 
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onions hang on^ tlicy will draw the humour out of the liorsc*8 
eyes into themselves; uud by the tune they are dried up 
and shrivelled^ the eyes will get well ; if not^ repeat tlie re- 
medy; but mark this^ when the onions b^^come withered^ 
they will be so full of the aerinionious humour, drawn from 
the horse's eye^, that you musl bury the onions where no 
hog can get at them/* *' I'hirty onions, Sir! why they 
'Would could cost a gn^ut deal o( money ! Pray, Sir, would 
it not do just as well if 1 were to buy one very large onion, 
and cut it into ilurii/ p'uxfs^ and string those thirty slices, 
and put them round the beast's neck ?'' *^ O no. Sir, for 
they would wither in a day, :ind lose* all eificacy ; they mu«t 
be tuAo/f (H lions." Cooke, however, could not find in his 
heart to part with so much money, as would purchase t/iir/y 
onions ; half the number he supposed would do as well ; 
but alllumgh he was so i'oolislily eredulous as to give car to 
this nonsense, his avariee would not allow him to believe in 
the deleterious (juality of the onions/ Wisely presuming 
therefore, that nothing ou^^lhl to be thrown away, betook 
the onions, wiien they were (juite Khrivelled, and he sup- 
posed th(7 had done their duty as an amulet round his 
horse's neek for a fortnight, and throwing away the string, 
he put them into a hand-basket, and brought theip into the 
house, as iF just returned from msirket, desiring his scrvantii 
to maiu; a dish of onioii porridge for that day's dinner, l^c 
servants knowing from whence they eame, peremptorily re- 
fused ; a (id the old gentlemati suore he would not leave 
them nfanlen in his will. 

One time Cooke bargained with the keeper of a livery- 
stable to let his horse have the run of a field, to graze in, 
at so umch per day. When he wanted to ride, he always 
took a very accurate* account of the number of hours he had 
him out, and of the time of his outgoing and returning : as 
soon as he intended to take away the horse finally, he desired 
the man to bxipg iu his bill. Un perusing it, he flew into a 
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great passion, asking the man did he mean to be a robber^ to 
plunder him^ and clieut him of his gold^&c, Thestable»keepev 
desired him to count tlie number of days^ from the time tli^^ 
horse was first taken in to graze^ until the day he was taken 
away, and he would find the bill very correct. " Horse takeQ 
in ! No, Sir, it is me that you want to take in, and your- 
solf that ought to be corrected, for wanting to cheat me of 
my gold ! Had I not my horse out of your field, eight houri 
on Thursday ? %Vell, Sir, and did I not ride him to Epsom 
next day, and had him out of your field eleven hours^ tha( 
is nineteen hours; then. Sir, five hours and a half on Saturday; 
there, Sir, there aretwo days and half an hour, that you wanted 
to cheat me out of; in short, here is an account of as many 
hours that my horse has been out of your field, as amounts 
to fifteen days : and have you the conscience, you cheating 
rogue, to expect me to pay you for my horse eating your 
grass, when he has been miles and miles away from it ?" 
As the stable-keeper swore he would make him pay dearly 
for calling him a cheat and a rogue, Mr. Cooke, who was 
afraid of law, thought fit to make an apology, and paid the 
full amount of his bill. 

During the life-time of his wife, Mr. Cooke actually forme4 
the determination of keeping two horses, and even a carriage ! 
With this view, he was for some on the look out for the 
purchase of a new horse, in addition to the one he already 
possessed. In these researches, it was his lot to fall into 
company with three or four gentlemen, among whom, one 
of them was bargaining with another for the sale of a horse; 
the price was to be twenty guineas. Cooke, who knew very 
well the value of a good horse, examined the beast with 
great accuracy, and ventured to say to the owner, that if 
the gentleman who wished to purchase him, had bid bif 
utmost price, he considered himself at liberty to ofier more; 
the parties agreeing to this, Cooke said he would give twenty* 
two guineas, provided the owner would allow bimi as atrial, 
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to tftke a ride for five or six miles, just to know his pdces^ 
and to ascertain whether he would suit him, pronrfsinff 
to return at an appointed hour. Mr. Cooke being well 
known to all the parties, this indulgence was readily granted. 
The hour of his promised return expifed, but no Codec. 
After another hour of impatient expectation, the poor 
horse was led in by his rider, limping, sweating through 
pain and anguish, the blood running in torrents down his 
fore legs, the skin and muscular parts of which were hu»- 
rated) in a state shocking to behold. Cooke, who had 
always tears at his command, threw himself into a chmr^ 
lamenting that his dear friend should meet. with such a mfak* 
fortune! After requesting a few minutes to indulge hb 
grief, he related, that after having gone on so pleasantly^ 
never having met with a more lovely creature^ and one that 
Would so well have suited him, unfortunately, in a narrow 
part of the road he got between a stage coach driving furi* 
ously, and a waggon going in a contrary direction : all bis 
efforts to avoid injury to the horse were in vain ; the wheels 
of both carriages came nearly in contact with each other^ 
and the poor liorse had his knees broken and lacerated in this 
miserable manner. '^ Nor did I/' continued he, *^ escape/' 
shewing his wortsed stocking, recently torn and dirtied, and 
a slight graze on his leg, ^^ for I myself was near being killed; 
but, alas! it was an accident; however. Sir, since I most un- 
fortunately had your horse in my care at the time of the acci- 
dent, I am willing that you shall not be a loser by him ; nobody 
now would give five pounds for him, but as I was the innocent 
cause of this misfortune, I will give you fifteen.'' Whether 
matters would have been settled between Cooke and the 
owner amicably, is uncertain, but the gentleman who was 
bargaining for the home wiicn Cooke joined their com* 
pany, after examining the injury the beast httd received^ 
f)fff r^d to stand to his original bargain, provided the owner> 
in consideration of the expence of employing a fiffrifr 
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to cure the horse's knees^ would throw in the saddle and 
bridle into the bargain* This was agreed to on the part of 
the owner^ and the horse, under the care of a skilful £Eirrier^ 
was soon completely cured^ and made as well as ever. 

The gentleman who bought the horse^ belonged to a dab 
of respectable tradesmen who frequented tlie Three Tuns 
chop-house, in Smithfield, and who in the summer S6fl60a 
occasionally made an excursion to dine at a certain taverOf 
a few miles from town. He being one of the party, aod 
coming rather late, the rest of the gentlemen, who wece 
standing at the parlour window, noticed the liorse, and ob«* 
served, that he did not appear the worse for the sei^ere 
operation he had undergone some months back. This, of 
course, brought on an enquiry as to what they meant, imd 
the truth was soon discovered. Cooke, on the day he h«d 
borrowed the horse for a trial, came to this very house^ 
and alighting, led the horse to a farrier's shop near at 
hand. He there made his proposal to the farrier's man, 
(the master being from hom^) to cut and mangle tka 
horse's knees, so a3 to make him bleed freely, but to dp it 
so as not to injure any of the tendons. To this aot of 
cruelty the fellow at first objected, but upon Cooke's repre* 
senting that there was a considerable bet depending o& Up 
and saying that if ho would not do it, he should easily fiad 
some one else that would-i^he fellow thought he might «f 
well earn the reward (tv^'o pots of beer) as another, and ae* 
cordingly scored and lacerated the poor herse., to the satisfae* 
lion of Mr .Cooke, and the disgust and horror of the bystanders, 
some of whom were the very misn that were then assembled 
at the dinner party. In that condition the inhuman wretcl^ 
rode the n^iserable animal to town, exulting in the hope, 
that by this stratagem, be should get the horsef soma 
pounds cheaper. 

Sir Barnard Turner having, about tiie year 1783, made 
Mr. Cooke an advantageous proposal for the sugar^houso 
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concern— he accordingly disposed of it to that gentleman^ 
and purchased of Mr. Tibbs, Holborn-bridge^ the White- 
lead and Vinegar Manufactory at Chelsea-bridge. Mn 
Cooke did not long continue in this business^ for he sold it 
aoon after he bought it. 

Having lent a lai^ sum of money to an Irish nobleman, 
which he found he could not recover without going to Ire- 
land, he determined in 1/^9, on taking the journey, but an 
iinpleasant circumstance occurred at this time, which de- 
tained Mr. Cooke a few weeks. No man was more severe 
in his censures on those who gave way to illicit pleasures 
than Mr. Cooke, who always held himself up as a miracle <tf 
chastity. This gentleman, however, like Joseph in the 
School for Scandal, gave proofs that he was not more ex* 
^mpt from the frailties of human nature than other peo- 
ple ; for, to his undescribable dismay, he received a visit 
firom the parish officers of St. James, Clerkenwelly for the 
maintenance of a female child, which one of their parish-* 
loners had sworn to him. He at that time resided in Red- 
lion-yard, behind St. Sepulchre's church. Fortunately for 
himself, he being not then so well known in the parish of 
Cicrkenwell as he was afterwards, the officers were strangers 
to his person, and to his means, otherwise they would not 
have let him off so cheaply as they did. He knew that his 
amours with the girl could not be denied ; but he repre- 
sented himself as a poor unfortunate man, who had neither 
friends, nor afarthingof money in England; that hewaspre-* 
paring to go to Ireland, where he had a cabin and an acre or 
two of land, barely sufficient to keep life and soul together; 
that it was his intention to reside there, and by dint of hard 
labour and the sweat of his brow, spend out the remain- 
der of his day ; that he had saved up by years of hard la- 
bour, twenty-five guineas, to carry him over, and that sum 
teas all lie was worth in the world; and, that if they took 
from him the whole of that sum^ and did not leave him 
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much as would bear his expences to travel on foot to Ches- 
ter^ and pay his passage^ he had nothing to look for^ but to 
beg his way there as a common beggar, which he humbly 
hoped the gentlemen would have compassion on him, and 
not force him to. 

Having plenty of tears at command on all occasions, he 
was not sparing of them ; until at last the parish officers^ 
by dint of his protestations, in treaties, and agony of grief, 
were induced to lower their demands, and consent to take 
eighteen guineas from him, which were paid into the hands 
of Mr. John Shallis, of Vineyard Gardens, ClerkenwelU 
Having taken a receipt in -full of all demands for that sum, 
the old man marched oiF, gloryihg in the deceit he had 
practised on the officers. 

On his arrival in Ireland, he closely besieged the doors of 
the nobleman whom he had accommodated. At last he. 
gained his point, and having secured the bulk of the sum 
recovered, by remittances to his banker m London, he af- 
forded himself as much loose cash as mi^ht be sufficient 
for pocket money in a trip to France, which he was pre ; 
vailed on to take at the instance of some Irish gentlemen 
who were setting off, and who represented to him at how 
sn^all an expence the trip might be undertaken, and how 
cheaply all the' nebessaries of lijfe might be obtained in that 
kingdom. 

Notwithstanding this man^s inordinate love o^ money, 
he always had a hankering a^ter public places of amuse^* 
ment, and the pleasures of travelling, when he Could en- 
joy them at the expence of other people ; but it is not very 
clear, that the old gentledian would have^ suffered these re* 
presentations of the cheapness of provisions in France^ to 
have any influence on his mind, wete it not, that he had 
the offer of having liis expences b(Hme by one of the many, 
whom he contrived to dupe by strong assurances of being 
mentioned in his will. In this manner Cooke ejoqibarked 
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for France^ and while his entertainer was cotitempllating flie 
pleasures he was bestowing on his fellow-traveller^ and 
counting over in idea the tliousands he calculated on re- 
ceiving after tTie old man's death, Gooke enjoyed at free 
cost the pleasures of Paris ; but none of these pleasurcii 
gave him half so much delight, as the laugh he had at the 
folly of the credulous legacy-hunter, who set no bounds to 
his generosity hi treating the ungrateful and insidious rep* 
tile who thus lived on him. 

Mr. Cooke had set olF so privately from Tjondon, that 
none of his acquaintance knew whhhcr he was gone ; and 
after he had been missing some time, those who expected 
to be gainers by his deMtli, set on foot an enquiry to team 
whether he was living or dend. Many took the trouble to 
enquire at his bankers, and were soon put out of suspense, 
by being informed, that he was alive and wcll^ and would 
soon make his appearance again in London. 

On his return from the continent, being detached from 
the fatigues of a life of business, he determined on taking 
a house a little way out of town, but not at so great a dis* 
tance a» to prevent him from walking every day to the 
Bank. Accordingly he pitched orv Pcntonville for &is re- 
Mdencc, and until he could suit himself with a dwelling, he 
resided for some time at the Angel inn, at Islington, from 
whence he afterwards removed into a small house he fcad 
taken in Winchester-place, Pcntonville. 

During the time he lived in Winchester-place, he began 
to think that he could maintain his horse much cheaper by 
having him at home, than by keeping him at a livery-stable. 
For this purpose, he actually converted^ the kitchen of his 
Iiousc in Winchcstcr-placc into a stable, and used to curry 
and fodder, and do all the necessaries about his horse with 
his own hands, to save the expence of hiring a stable-boy. 
Besides, in this saving plan, he had the dung too for his 
cabbages, which was no small advantage. As he had the 
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Borse^ he thought it would be no very great e^cpence to keep 
a chaise for this horse to draw^ and he actually did at oae 
time relax so far from his rigid system of economy^ as to 
resolve on keeping one. Accordingly, he bargained with a 
coach-maker, and the chaise was sent home, with harness 
and every thing complete. Mr. Cooke, however, in orders 
ing home this chaise, seemed for once to have lost his fore- 
sight, and to have neglected to weigh all the expences at- 
tending the keeping of this vehicle. He had no chaise-house 
to put it in, to preserve it from the weather. He saw, that 
although he might be able to dress his horse, the keeping 
the chaise and horse too, clean and in order, would b^ too 
much for him ; he even forgot the tax that he would have 
to pay for his carriage ; and he found that he could not do 
without a man-servant to take care of his horse and chaise : 
therefore, until he could hire this man-servant, he could 
not run his chaise. How he was to dispose of it in the 
mean time, he had not thought of. To keep it in the open 
Area before the house, would not do : it might be stolen i^t 
night, or injured, and the rain would render it unfit for 
use ; and the doors were not wide enough to admit of it9 
being run through the house, into the back-piart. tie 
therefore had the wheels taken off, and put in the back 
garden, and the body was then carried through the house^ 
into the back yard^ and lifted up through the back window 
into his bed-chamber. However, that he did not entirely 
give up the idea of running his chaise, was evident from 
his attempts to hire a man-servant. On making known 
that he wanted one, he had several applications ; but, one 
man was too slight to do the work, another too old ; one 
he rejected, because he was a thin, lathy-shanked felloiy 
with a wide mouth, that he was sure would e^t tqp 
much ; another, because he owned he could Qot do without 
a little drop of gin, once a week. But there were t^p 
fraud objections to all ^hat offered j oaxmelyj that they a|| 
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declared they expected to have a sufficiency of victuals ; tfce 
other, the rogues, without exception, asked a great deal 
more wages than he was inclined to give; and therefore he 
was determined tor keep the chaise and wheels where they 
were, until he could find some more reasonable attendant. 
The chaise-body stood in his bed-chamber, and the wheds 
lay against the wall in his garden, for years after years, until 
they were quite rotten; and the wheels especially, that had 
been exposed to all variations and inclemencies of the 
weather, overgrown with grass and weeds. In this state, he 
took it into his head to try to sell them, and among other 
customers whom he wished to attract, he offered them to 9 
gentleman who was afterwards his executor, telling him 
that he expected a good price for the vehicle, as it had never 
been used but once, namely, from the maker's house to his 
own, and of course not a bit the worse for wear and tear. 

During the whole time Mr. Cooke lived in Winchester- 
place, which is supposed to have been fVom twelve to four* 
teen or fifteen years, he never once painted the house, inside 
or outside. The landlord of the house was not very well 
satlsfledwith this neglect; and finding all remonstrances 
vain, he was desirous of doing some repairs at his own ex- 
pence ; but Cooke would not suffer the workmen to come 
into the house. When the landlord found that he could 
obtain no good of Mr. Cooke, he gave him legal warning to 
quit. Of this warning, the old man took no notice. ' When 
the time had nearly expired, at which, agreeably to notice, 
the landlord expected Mr. Cooke to quit his house, he 
waited on him to enquire if he had provided himself 
with another dwelling, telling him at the same time^ 
that he expected to have the house given up at the ap- 
pointed time. Upon this, Mr. Cooke, with abundance of 
tears and lamentations, intreated him not to be so cruel as 
to turn him out ; that he had been* looking for a houscj 
but had not yet been so fortunate as to meet with oncf that 
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yrould suit him ; and begged hard for another month to 
look out. This was granted. A similar application made 
at the end of the month, obtained the indulgence of an- 
other. The landlord now determined to be peremptory, 
and wrote him word, that he should certainly call on such a 
day, at a certain hour, at which time he should expect 
JVlr. Cooke, without farther delay, to give up the posses- 
sion of the house. The old gentleman, who well knew 
that in all cases of law, the being in possession of good 
and sufficient evidence, was of great importance, took carie 
to appoint one of those people, whom he held in subset-* 
viency by his usual policy of promising to remember him 
handsomely in his will, to be in attendance at his house 
'exactly at tlie hour at which he expected the landlord to caU 
on him. On his arrival Mr. Cooke feigned himself very 
* ill : the landlord said, ^^ Well, Sir, I hope you have suited 
yourself, as really the house will tumble down, and bury 
you in the ruins, it is so much out of repair; and as yott 
will not repair it, I must absolutely have the key.*' Mr. 
Cooke's tears now flowing in torrents, he exclaimed, *' mi- 
serable man that I am ! which way shall I turn me ? can 
you have the heart to turn a poor old man at my lime of 
life into the street ? O dear ! what will become of me ? I 
am not able to look out, and I have no friend to look out 
for me ; 1 wish the house would fall on me, iind put me 
put of my misery! Spare me ! spare me for God's ^ake! and 
upon my honour, I will, as Soon as ever I can, try to pro- 
vide myself; but don't turn a poor old man out to die in 
the street." A fresh flood of tears, with the proper accom- 
paniments of sobbing, groans, and sighs, were now called 
up. The landlord being a merciful man, was melted into 
compassion ; and the shock at seeing the old man fall into 
one of his usual fits, (well feigned on the present occasion) 
completely softened his heart. He begged Mr. Cooke to 
dry up his tears^ and assured him be woidd not troubkL 
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him^ but trusted to his honor that he would provide himself 
a house as soon as he could ; and he declared on his word 
he would not put him to distress, nor trouble him to re- 
move, until he was suited with a house. Then, with many 
xeal cordial shakes of the hand on the one side, and as many 
/deceitful professions of gratitude on the other, the landlord 
took his leave. 

As soon as he was gone, Cooke, turning to his associate, 
said, ^^ how easily some fools are gulled in this world ! Did 
not you remark that he gave me his promise on Iiis word 
and honor tliat he would not put me to distress nor trouble 
;nc, until 1 should be suited with a house ? Make a memo* 
landum of that ; here is pen and ink, and write it in your 
pocket book that he made this ' promise, and be sure you 
mention the day of the month, and year, and hour/' 

From that day Cooke troubled himself no more about a 
house, but rested himself very contentedly where he was|, 
and jcnjoyed many a laugh at the cxpence of his landlord, 
w6eA he recounted to his visitors the artful numner in which 
he had cajoled him. But the owner of the house, not in- 
tending to carry those words to the full extent of their mean* 
fOg, paid Mr. Cooke many friendly visits, urging him to 
•quit the house, but he was immoveable. At last, after be- 
ing kept out of the house until his patience was quite worn 
jout, he brought an ejectment against Mr. Cooke. Cooke 
^ufiPered this to be brought into court ; and, upon the trial, 
he brought forward the mau, whom he had secured as 
evidence ; who swore that the plaintiff, in his presence, on 
a certain day and hour, did actually promise that he would 
not tu^n Mr. Cooke out, but wait until the latter should Jiad 
ii convenient to suit Iwnselfwith anotlwr Iwuse; on tlus evi- 
dence the landlord was non-suited, and Cookib had the sa<» 
tisfaction of returning home in triumph. The landlord, 
however, brought his action de novoy and likewise another 
action, for the amount of 301. for dilapidations, such as turn** 
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ing the kitchen into a stable, &c., in both of which hesuc-< 
ceeded, after being kept out of his house for full twa yeawf 
or more, by the ao-tifices and obstinacy of his refractory te- 
nant, Mr. Cooke, who very well foresaw that he should not 
be able to stand his ground against his landlord in this se^ 
cond contest, was prudent enough to take timely measures 
^o secure a retreat ; accordingly, before the day arrived, ott 
which the ejectment was to have been put in force against 
him, he had removed his furniture and his domestics, to the 
house No. 85, White-lion-streefr, Pentonville, in which he 
afterwards resided, to the time of his death. 

While Cooke had his health and his eye-sight, he SiAtidt 
suffer his horse to eat his hay in idleness, but rode hrm about 
to fairs, horse-races, and watering-plaoes. From theirregulsH 
rity of his diet, however, at one time g3:>rmandizing as much 
at a single meal, as ought to suffice for two or three days^ 
and perhaps on the three or four following days starving 
himself and his household, on two or three bones* of a green 
toin of mutton, and drinking nothing but eold water, hefeft 
Into habits^ of indigestion and flatulency; and the gra- 
dual loss, or rather deterioration of his eye-sight, added ta 
the loss of his health, obliged hini' to part, although with 
trery great reluctance, with his horse, which he sold^ m 
good ordcry for more than it cost him. 

nirough the infirmities of age, Mr. Cooke soon found 
himself reduced' to the necessity of applying from time to^ 
time for medical advice. But not finding such instanta- 
neous relief, from the prescriptions of those physicians; 
whom he consulted, as he expected to receive^ he Mrentfrom 
one doctor to another, until he tired them all. Many are 
the tricks which this avaricious old man used to play, to* 
cheat medical men of their time, and sav« his money. 
He would make no scruple to beg from some of his acquain- 
tance, whom h^ knevv to be subscribers, a letter for a dispen- 
sary, and clothing himself in his-o^vn old, raggedy and, cast- 
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off apparel^ would attend regularly, as a pauper^ amoitg;i . 
others^ to receive advice and medicines gratiutously, and for 
several successive \tccks. At one time, he obtsuned areconi'- 
mendation as a patient to the dispcasary for the diseases of. 
the eye and ear^ in Charterhouse-square. The natural good- 
ness and suavity of Mr. Saunders's disposition^ induced him 
to pay every attention to Mr. Cooke^ who passed himselC 

upoa him as a reduced tradesman, who had seen better. 

• III' 

days ; but finding that this old man would not be satisfied, 
trithout engrossing a great deal more of his time than he 
c^uld spare, he was at last induced to make some inquiry, 
concerning his patient ; and learning who he was, he read 
htm It very serious lecture on the meanness and impropriety 
of his conduct, in thus obtaining gratuitously, that whi[ch waa 
only intended for the necessitous ; and acquainted him, that 
if he expected his future services, he must give a fee^ as 
was usual vnth other gentlemen. ** Very well," said Mr. 
Cooke, ^^ I am willing to pay any thing in reason ; hui Inark 
this, I expect to be cured first ; for I always go upon the 
maxim of no cure no pay J' Mr. Saunders rang the belf, 
desired the servant to call in the next patient In rotational 
and politely wishing Mr. Cooke a good morning, desired the 
servant to " open the street door for the gentleman.'* 

Another time, he became so excessively troublesome to a 
physician, to whom he liad paidabout four or five half-guineas^ 
that the doctor at last told him, he had tned every rem^y, 
and exerted all his skill, and could ren Jer him no farther 
service. <^ Then give me back my money. Sir," said Cooke; 
*^ Why did you rob me of my money, unless you meant to 
cure me ?" The doctor, whose chariot was waiting at the 
door for him^ left the old man to vent his spleen in the stu- 
dy, to the no small diversion of the servants, and gave or*-^ 
ders that he never should be admitted again. 

Mr. Cooke often went, without ceremony^ to the houses 
of apothecaries, and had them called up at four or £v# 
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o'clock In the mornings to administer some medicine^ for a 
complaint he was subject to in his bowels j for tliis medi- 
cine he would offer twopence ; if it was refused, he would 
go as far as fourpence^ but if sixpence was insisted on, he 
would go to another shop, and make the same disturbance ; 
and if he could get nothing for his groat, he would go to a 
druggist's and buy a pennyworth of jalap^ He once rang 
up the domestics of a medical gentleman at Islington, at 
four o'clock in a winter's morning. On the door being open^- 
ed, to the question, What is your pleasure ? he answered, 
*' my pleasure is to see your master, for 1 am in pain," " Sir, 
my master has been out ^t a labour all night, very much 
fatigued ; he is not well, and has. not been in bed above 
half an hour/' ^^ Don't tell me about his labours and his 
being unwell ; doctors must get up at all hours, well or ilU 
Tell him he must come down. I do not come as a pauper; 
I can pay for what I have." The servant went to tell his 
master ; who sent his compliments to the gentleman, that 
he really was very ill, but that his assistant, a regularly bred 
and skilful young man, was then putting on his clothes to 
wait on him, and would, he was sure, supply his place, 
to the satisfaction of the patient. ^' Then," said Cooke, <' he 
may put off his clothes again, and go to bed ; I will have 
no assistant ; I will see none but the master ; I have plenty 
of money in my pocket, and am willing to pay for what I 
have." At length the master came, and Cooke, in his usual 
way, kept him three quarters of an hour, giving a detail of 
his complaints. The doctor said, he would make him up a 
small draught, that should relieve him in an instant. Being 
asked his charge, he said, only eighteen-pence. ^^ £ighteen« 
pence !" exclaimed Cooke, '^^ I never heard of such extor- 
tion in my life ! Eighteen-pence ! I thought you might 
have made me up something for twopence !" This said, 
he left the doctor to go to bed again. 
Soon after he went to live in White-lion»itreet, he fent 

VOL. V. Tt 
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for a Mr. Pigeon, a surgeon^ who lived on the opposftefidv 
of the street^ to examine an ulcer on his leg, which gsvr 
him a little temporary alarm, he being of a very groM ha^ 
bit of body. After the gentleman had duly inspected Hy 
Mr. Cooke asked him if he could cure it, " Certainly, Sir," 
n>plicd tlie surgeon. ^^ How long do you think h will be 
before you can make a perfect cure of it ?" ** A moDdu'' 
" And how much must I give you }" Mr. Pigeon, who saw 
that the sore was not of any great importance,' answered, ** a 
guinea." " Very well," replied Cooke ; " but mark this^— 
a guinea is an immense sum of moneys and when I agree for 
sums of such magnitude, I go upon the system of no cttre 
Jio pay ; so if I am not cured at the expiration of the month, 
I pay you nothing." This was agreed to. After a diligent 
attendance for several days, the wound was so near being 
healed, that Cooke expressed himself satisfied, and would 
not let Pigeon see it aivy more. However, within two or 
three days of the month being expired, the old fellow got 
some sort of piaster with euplwrbmm in it, from a farrier, 
and made a new ulcer on the place where the former had 
been ; and sending far Pigeon on the last day of tfie month, 
shewed him that his leg was not well, and that of course the 
guinea he had agreed for was Jbrfeited ! This story, the old 
fellow used to tell himself with great satisfaction, and called 
it plucking a pigeon. 

When Doctor Lettsom was in the practice of giving au- 
dience at his own house to patients, ascertain stated periods 
of the week, seldom a week passed, during the space of 
many years, without tlie attendance of Mr. Coodce, not in the 
character of the rest of the patients, who usually applied Sbr 
advice, but in that of a pauper. After many years, knig 
availing himself of the doctor's liberal disposition, in thus 
obtaining advice gratuitously, and scarcely ever going away 
from liiii), without requesting a draught of the doctor's ^^ ex* 
oellent table-beer, after ins fatigue of coming from Pentan- 
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yille,'* he opened his heart one day, and presented the 
butler with the sum of — a shilling ! On these occasions of 
procuring medical, advice, he was often intrusive and trou^ 
blesome, by attempting to force his way to an immediate 
access to the doctor, in precedence of others, who had beea 
longer waiting, and who of course had, a right to admittance 
in succession. The butler once interfering, to prevent this 
intrusion, Cooke, with no little heat of temper, upbraided 
him with his ingratitude : ^^ Why, you ungrateful rogue ! did 
not I give you a shilling ?'' The servant very coolly answered^ 
^^ Yes, Sir, I remember about nine nK)nths ago, you did give 
me a shilling, and here it is for you again," presenting it 
to him. Cooke instantly becoming more placid, pocketed th^ 
;shilling, observing that it would be of use ip buying SQm&p 
thing for him in his way home. 

Whatever prescriptions he received from Dr. Lettsom, or 
any other physician, Cooke always carried to a druggist's, 
because Ive said he could get them made up cheaper there 
than at an apothecary's, and would always ask what the 
medicine was to cost. If it were more than a shilling, he 
would ask whether he could not have half the quantity made 
up ; but if there were two or three different formulae in tl^e 
paper, such as a box of pills, and a draught, he would have 
that which was to cost the least jojoney, and say, he would 
not have the other jw^f yet^ 

In order to evince his gratitude, as be said, lie told Dr. 
Lettsom, that he would make ^an ample donation to any 
public charity which he should recommend ; after the 
doctor had taken pains to explain to him the objects of dif- 
ferent charitable institutions, he fixed upon the '^ Humane 
Society, for the recovery of the apparently dead," intimat- 
ing at the same time the amplitude of his fortune ; and 
confirming it, by bringing a will in his pocket, which he sub* 
mitted to the doctor's inspection. About three months be- 
fore his decease, he confidentially assured Dr. Lettsom^ (k^l 
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besides the ample provision he had made for his numerous 
relations, friends, and his two maid servants, and still nciore 
ample bequests to alms-houses, he was in possession of % 
^surplus of forty tliousand portmhy VLnB.ppropnatcd} and de« 
sired the doctor to specify such hospitals and dispensarieSy 
as he deemed most in want of funds for their support, wiih 
an accurate account of the state of their finances, that ihif 
forty thousand pounds might be appropriated in pfoportion 
to their wants, and general utility. The doctor immedi- 
ately set about procuring the necessary information^ which 
after having obtained, with no small pains and trouble, he 
sent to Mr. Cooke ; but these objects of his profound mum- 
ficence were never noticed in the real will : and the dis- 
appointment could not but be felt by many of the friends 
of those public charities, to which his attention had been 
recommended, whose expectations were raised by fallaciovis 
promises never intended to be realized. Of all the insti- 
tutions which the doctor had pointed out to him as deseiT- 
ing his support, the Humane Society alone was remem- 
bered ; but the ample donation of five hundred pounds^ set 
down in the will that he shewed to Dr, Lettsom, turned ont 
to be, in his last will, a paltry bequest of fifty pounds; and 
to the doctor himself, for the many years plague and trou- 
ble he had with him, a plain gold ring ! 

Altliough Mr. Cooke was so very desirous of obtaining 
frratiiitous advice, and cheap physic for himself, he would 
not allow either of his females to be sick or ailing, or any 
medical or surgical relief to be afforded them when rer 
quircfl. His housekeeper, Mrs. Strudwick, having a very 
bad ulcer on her leg, which disabled her from waUung, 
ventured to ask the advice of a medical friend. Unfortu- 
nately, it was in the presence of her master, who swore 
there was nothing the matter with her but laziness, and 
would not permit the leg even to be looked at. As the 
woman was in great pain, the gentleman was obliged to 
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inftlce his visits early in the morning, before Cooke's time of 
rising i or else in those hours, when it was known that the 
old gentleman was gone to the Bank, to buy in stock. 

After the death of Mr. Ramsbottom, of Goswell-housc, 
the gentleman whom Mr. Cooke used to employ in the 
constant alteititions of his wills, (and to make a new one, 
when he wanted to gain some particular point), the task 
wiis transferred to Mr. JnckfK)n, of Bridgcwater-square, 
whom Mr. Cooke had named One of his executors. To this 
gentleman he was an incessant torment ; but, even from 
him, he took great care to keep one clause in his real will 
% secret, wherein he left Mr. Jackson only one hundred 
pounds, while each of his other executors were to have two* 
Mr. Jackson, however, by accident, got sight of this clause, 
and on his enquiring- of Mr. Cooke the reason of this dif- 
ference, the old man gave him the following answer : ^^ Why, 
Sir, you are some years older than any of my other execu- 
tors ; therefore it is probable that you will die before them ; 
now. Sir, it would be very wrong, that they, who would 
have to do the whole of the work after you were dead, 
ahould not have more than you, and therefore you must be 
content with one hundred pounds.'' ^^ If that be your 
opinion," said Mr. Jackson, " strike my name out of your 
will entirely, for I will have notliing more to do with you.*' 
Mr. Cooke having thus lost this gentleman as his executor, 
after making enquiry for a fit person to place in his room, 
substituted the name of Mr. William Day, of Gracechurch- 
street, in the next codicil. 

Mr. Cooke was not attogether unmindful of his religious 
duties. Until within a very few years of his death, he was 
a constant attendant at Divine Service on Sundays, and sel- 
dom missed attending the Sacrament, Some short time be- 
fore his death, one of his executors observed to him, tliat 
he had omitted to remember his two servants in his will ; 
the one whp had fiaithfully served him as his housekeeper 
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«nd nune ^or upwards of ten yean ; the other^ who Vifd 
to lead him about the streets^ particularly to the ErchROg^ 
pump to regale himself, and who was also a good nurae to 
him during the time she lived with him; but Cooke An- 
swered, '' Let them be paid their wages to the day of nqr 
death— nothing more." On the gentleman's remonatrmt- 
ing on the very great injustice it would be, not to leave 
them something, all he could obtain, was twenty*flfe 
pounds fur one, and ten pounds for the other ; and even 
from that twenty-five, after his friend had left the room^he 
took the will, and struck out the word^re / 

In the year 181 1, when he could no longer make hk 
daily visits to the Bank, nor very conveniently see compeny 
at home, he took to his bed. A few select friends were ad- 
mitted, and some that were iiot select, occasionally fonnd 
their way into his apartment ; but they were all disappointed 
in their expectations. When on his death-bed he sent for 
several medical men, in the hope of obtaining some relief^ 
but all knew him so well that not one would attend^ except 
Mr. AldridgCy who resided in White-lion-stveet. Mr, 
Cooke permitted this gentleman to send some medi* 
cine. On his last visit, the old man very earnestly intreated 
him to say candidly, how long he thought he might live. 
Mr. Aldridge answered, that he might last six days. Cooke, 
collecting as much of his exhausted strength as he could^ 
raised himself in bed, and darting a look of the keenest in- 
dignation at the surgeon, exclaimed, *^ and are you not a 
dishonest man? a rogue! a robber! to serve me so?''— 
** How, Sir ?" asked Mr. Aldridge, with surprize. " Why, 
Sir, you are no better than a pickpocket, to rob me of my 
gold, by sending two draughttt a-day to a man, that all 
your physic will not keep alive above six days! Get out of 
my house, and never come near me again." During the 
last days of his existence, he was extremely weak } and em- 
ployed his few remaining hours in arranging matters with 
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Ids executors. He died August 26^ 1811. The funersJ 
\17hich his executors gave him^ was probably more decent 
than the old gentleman Intended it to have been. 

Hie fcdlowing is a summary of his last will and testa- 
ment— 

To Thomas Hammond, surgeon^ of Edmonton, he ^ 

gave 30 

To Oliver Gammon, Mr. Hammond's cousin 30 

To Benjamin Holingsworth, stationer, Watling-street 20 

Mr. Holingsworth's youngest daughter 20 

The following legacies were in the 3 per ct. consols. 

To Samuel Leigh 25 

Miss Leigh 25 

Robert Overton •• 25 

Thomas Overton .••*••••—•• 25 

All the children of James Cobon, farmer, near 

Holt, when aged 21, each 25 

Hester Provo, cHpban, when 21 25 

Hannah Provo, orphan, when 21 25 

N. B. The interest to be applied to their educa- 
tion during their minority. 
Mary Gillingham, his jewels, plate, linen, furni- 
ture, diamond ring, and interest or dividends of 1000 
Mary Wood, for herself and son Henry Wood, the 

interest of ^ 1400 

Susannah Birch, for her son Thomas Birch, a 

cripple, his wearing apparel, and the interest of 1400 

James Groves, of Wells, in Norfolk 150 

Maria Groves - .• ^•...; 150 

Three children of Thomas and Eliz. Hook, 150Z. 

each, if they attain the age of 21 450 

Philippa, wife of James Clements, labourer, at 

Elmham, the interest of 1000 

Fishmonger's Almshouses, at Bray, in Berkshire 5900 

Badger's ditto, Hoxton- •Vmm..m«..««-mm.....,m«««*.«»*« 1050 
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To Fuller's Almshouses, Old -street-rood •«,—«»m.««.mm< 3100 
Framework-knitters ditto, Kingsland-road ••••«••»; 2100 

Weaver's ditto, Old-street-road •••.•••••••••••••••••••«»•• SljQO 

Spaniards ditto, Tottenham •••^••••••••••••^•••MtMaMM** 1400 

Keynardson's ditto, Tottenham •••m...m«-»...».— •«— 1400 
Doughty 's ditto, Norwich, 14002. but the master 
to receive no benefit from the dividends, as he 
lias a salary •••••••••M«t»*«»*aM««f»««MM««**M**«s««aM«f*««M*%« vm^j 

Cooke's ditto, Norwich •••.•••••—.••••—•••—••«••— M.«*«r« 1750 

St. James's End ditto, Lynn, Norfolk ^...•.-..•...- 2300 
Framingham's, or Paradise Hospital, Lynn.«.M«..««- 2100 
Valliiiger's Almshouses, South Lynn .»»....m».....«m«. 700 

Wof)h.ston and Pouncefort's ditto, Highgate,M..*M 2100 

Norfolk and Norwich Hospital •• •••• •.••• 1000 

Hospital for the blind, Norwicli •••••-••• 1000 

Royal Humane Society, London, at the desire and 

recommendation of Dr. Lettsom, only - 50 

Ten-cells Almshouses, Exeter •••...• 1750 

Palmer's ditto, do 700 

Magdalen ditto, do ^..^ .. 2100 

Horace Love, when pf age •• 25 

Two sons of William Robinson, blacksmith, when 

of age, 1400/. each 2800 

The children of Dorothy Rogers, when of age, 

each ^..^... 1400 

1'hc children of Mary Wood (except the before 
mentioned Henry) when of age, each...^..— ...m. 1400 

Four children of Hannah Betts, 1400/ J5'S)J 

The children of Siysannali Birch (except the be- 
fore mentioned Thomas) when of age, each,.*-* 1400 
Tlie children of Mrs.Neale,wife of CoUisonNeale, 

Norfolk, when of age, each m......m..«... 1400 

The children of William Neale, on like proviso, 

each ,, M.-..,.... ... 1400 

The children of Maria Ptamb, ditto, each Mi......... 1400 
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To the children of William CoUison, when of age, each 1400 
St. Mary Butts, Almshouses, Reading, (by. codkU 

second) -... 1400 

Kendrick's ditto, do dc... 875 

Vachell's ditto, do do 1050 

Chain-lane ditto, do do 87$ 

Harrison's ditto, do. *• do...,. 1400 

The Butts ditto, do do 700 

The children of James Cobon, in addition, do. each 26 

Robert Overton, (by codicil second) 25 

Thomas Overton, (ditto) ^ ..• 25 

Thomas Johnson removed, and Mr. Burgess 

named executor 300 

William Reynolds, executor • 300 

William Day, ditto 300 

Elizabeth Strudwick, from 25Z. altered to 20 

Mary Lovell ^ 10 

To each of the fourteen undermentioned persons, a plain 

gold ring. 

Dr. Lettsom 

Mr. Mendham, 38, Islington-greeB 
John Hunt, Leadenhall-niarkQt 
William Love 

William Gough, Egham-hill 
Mr. Starr, Smithfield-bars 
Mrs. Poplington 
Mr. Grobb, College-hill 
Mr. Grobb, jun. 
Rev. Mr. Crowder 
Mr. Hudson, Islington-green 
Mr. Burgess 
Mr. William Day 
Mr. Reynolds 
vor,, V. u u 
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Bars to the Legacies. 

parrying before they become due. 

itncontinencc^ or having illegitimate children. 

Every legatee to produce a certificate of his or her bap- 
tism (signed -by^he minister and church-wardens) j before 
paymexH: is made. 

As no legacies to the relatives or residuary legatees, viz, 
(William Hobinson's children, Dorothy Rogers^ Mary Wood^ 
Hannah Betts^ Collison Ncale, Maria Plumb, and William 
CoUison^) were to be paid, until the youngest of their chil- 
dren, living at the tune of Cooke's deatli, and these onlyybur 
years old, should arrive at the age of 21 yearsj much dis- 
^tisfactlon was expressed among them. Accordingly the 
aolicitors employed by the executors advised the filing an 
amicable bill in Chancery, not only ui the hope that the 
Chancellor would do that which the executors could not do, 
niimely^ effect the removal of the restrictions altogether ; 
but also to guard the executors against actions that might 
be expected from some of the residuary legatees, if they 
should pay any legacies contrary to the restrictions, which 
in certain cases they might be liable to do, from their pecu- 
liar nature. Xhe bill bad also another object in view, namely, 
to get rid of the numberless claims that were set up by various 
persons who had received j)romises of legacies, for their civi- 
lities, and for their property expended on Mr. Cooke for 
many years ; as also to set aside the prctensious of certain 
persons, who had attempted to set up a pretended codicil, 
bearing date three days before Mr. Cookc'3 death; but 
which nobody before knew of, but some of the parties con- 
cerned, and to which the semblance of Mr. Cooke's signa- 
ture was annexed, but no names of any witnesses. A de- 
cree was issued, soon after Mr. Cooke's death^ by advide of 
counsel, against those persons who were tp be benefited by 
this pretended codicil. 
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20; but the account was reduced to eight, whose bbdies had 
been recovered, viz, 

1. ]Lleanor Cooper, 14 years of age, servant to Mr. Ri- 
chard liawes, the Tavistock Arms, Great Russell-street,— 
2. Mary MuJvey, a married woman, aged 30 years. — 3. Tho- 
inas Murray, aged 3 years, son to Mary Mulvey, by a for-^ 
mer husband. — 4. Hannah Banfield, aged 4 years and 4 
months. 5» Sarah Batea, aged 3 years and 5 months^-— 
6. Ann Savillc, aged 60 years. — /. Elizabeth Smith, a mar- 
ried woman, aged 27 years, — 8. Catharine Butler, a widow, ^ 
aged G.3 years. 

On the Thursday following, a Coroner's Inquest was held 
on the dead bodies, at St. Giles's work-house. — George Crick 
deposed, that he was store-house clerk to Messrs. H. Meux 
and Co. of the Horse-Shoe brewhouse, in St. Giles's, with 
whom he had lived 17 years. Monday afternoon, one of 
the large iron hoops of the vat which burst, fell off. He 
was not alarmed, as it happened frequently, and was not at- 
tended by any serious consequence. He wrote to inform a 
partner, Mr. Young, also a vat-builder, of the accident : he 
had the letter in his hand to send to Mr. Young, about half 
past five (half an hour after, the accident happened), and was 
standing on a platform, within three yards of the vat, whea 
he heard it burst. He ran to the storehouse, where the vat 
was, and was shocked to see that one side of the brewhouse, 
upwards of 25 feet in height, and two bricks and a half thick, 
with a considerable part of the roof, lay in ruins. 

The next object that took his attention was his brother, 
J. Crick, who was a superintendant under him, lying sense- 
less, he being pulled from under one of the butts. He 
and the labourer were now in the Middlesex Hospital. An 
hour after, witness found the body of Ann Saville floating 
among the butts, and also part of a private still, both of 
which floated from neighbouring houses. The cellar and 
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t970 deep wells in it^ were fiill of beer^ which witness^ and 
those under him, endeavoured to save ; so that they could 
not go to see the accident which happened outwardly. The 
lieighth of the vat that burst, was twenty-two feet ; it was 
filled within four Inches of the top, and then containing' 
3555 barrels of entire, being beer that was ten months 
Brewed ; the four inches would hold between 30 and 40 
tteirrels more ; the hoop which burst was 700 cwt. which 
was the least weight of any of twenty-two hoops on the vat. 
There were seven large hoops, each of which weighed near 
a ton. When the vat burst, the force and pressuf^ was so 
great, that it stove several hogsheads of porter, and also 
knocked the cock out of a vat nearly as large^ that was in 
the cellar or regions below ; this vat contained 2400 bar* 
jfels, all of which, except 800 barrels, also ran about ; they 
lost in all, between 8 and 9000 barrels of beer j the vat 
from whence the cock was knocked out, ran about a barrel 
a minute. The vat that burst had been built between eight 
and nine years, and was kept always nearly full. It had an 
opening on the top about a yard square ; it was about eight 
inches from the wall ; witness supposes it was the rivets of 
the hoops that slipped, none of the hoops being broken^ 
and the foundation where the vat stood not giving way.— 
The beer was old, so that the accident could not have been 
occasioned by the fermentation, that natural process being 
past ; besides, the action would then have been upwards, 
and thrown off the flap made moveable for that purpose. 

Richard Hawes deposed, that he lived at No. 22, Great 
Russell- street, Bloomsbury, the Tavistock- Arms, public- 
house; about half past five o'clock on Monday evening, 
witness was in his tap-room, when he heard the crash ; the 
back part of his hotise was beaten in, and every thing in 
his cellar destroyed— the cellar and tap-room filled with 
^oer, so that it was pouring across the street into the areas 
on the opposite side } the deceased, Eleanor Cooper^ his 
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servant^ was in the yard washing pots at the time the acci-' 
dent happened; she was buried under the luins, from 
whence she was dug out about 20 minutes past eight 
o'clock ; she was found standing by the water-butt^ quite 
dead. 

John Cummings deposed^ that he was a bricklayer^ and 
lived in Pratt's-place^ Camdcn-town ; being the owner of 
some houses in New-street, where the principal part of the 
persons who were lost, resided, he attended on the spot all 
day on Tuesday, to render assistance to the sufferers ; Eli- 
zabeth Smith, a bricklayer's wife, was the first body they 
found, about twelve o'clock- in the ruins of a first-floor j 
Sarah Batea, a child, was discovered in about an hour after- 
wards, in the ruins of No. 3, New-street j Catherine Butler^ 
a widow, Mary Mulvey, and her son, Thomas Murray, a 
boy three years of age, were found about four o'clock on 
Tuesday afternoon; Hannah Banfield, a girl about four 
years and a half old, with her mother, and another child^ 
were at tea on the first-floor, the two former were washed 
by the flood into the ruins ; the dead body of Hannah Ban- 
field was found in the ruins about half past six ; the mo» 
ther was carried to the Middlesex-hospital, and the last 
mentioned child was found nearly suffocated in a bed in the 
room. 

The evidence being gone through, the jury without hesi- 
tation, returned a verdict of — ^* Died by casualty, accident- 
ally, and by misfortune," 



In addition to the above killed, five persons were carried 
to the Middlesex-hospital — some of whom were dreadfully 
bruised, but all of them recovered, viz. John Crick, bro- 
ther to the store-house clerk; Patrick Murphy, a labourer 
in the brewhouse; Mary Banfield, a coal-heaver's wife, 
who was washed out of the window whilst at tea with her 
daughter; and two children who were picked up almost 
suffocated and much bruised i-vlarge collections were mad^ 
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for the families of tlie suifcrcrs. Messrs. Meux's loss whs 
estimated at about I5,00(>7« 

It was stated, that Government allowed the duty on what 
had been lost, amounting to a large sum. When the\bcer 
rushed through Mr. Hawcs'^j house, in Great Russell-street, 
% person who was ac*cidcntally passing by, was thrown 
down by the force of the waves of beer, which rolled across 
the street through the mud, and dashed against the iron 
rails opposite : with great difHcuIty he saved his life. 

Some of the Irish people, after the c<»roner had sat on the 
locBes, took away the bodies of their country people, and 
depositing them in a corner house near the brewhouse in 
Tottenham court-road, collected in vast numbers, and ex- 
hibited the bodies to every one who would pay for the sight. 
They had got such numbers into the old house, that the floor 
gave w.^y and s\ink with tl:e whole into the cellar, men, wo- 
men^and children, with the dead bodies. Several respectable 
persons that had boon curious enough to go in, were amongst 
them ; hickily no further miscliief occurred than the fright, 
except, as the cellar lay low, it was half full of water and 
filth, and they all appeared in a shocking state when re- 
lieved. At last, the crowds of Irish were so great and so 
troublesome, in stopping evefj'one that passed to get money 
to go and view the dead, that the magistrates were obliged 
t<.» appear with their officers to disperse them, which put 
an end to a scene of riot and cDiifuslon. 

Another accident of the same kiiwlx happened the latter 
fud of May, 181)5, at the brculiouse belonging to Mr. Sea- 
ranke, at Hatfield ; a vat containing 530 barrels of what is 
ealled ** sixpenny beer,'' burst, and caused the greatest con- 
fasioa} washed away thehog-styes^ and did other damage. 
Ml the people of the town ran to the spot with pails, 
saucepans, and jugs ; some used their hats, and the women 
their bonnets. Many were up to their middle in beer— 
about 100 barrels were saved, but no material accident oc- 
riired. 
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One morning while sweeping her master's shop, she 
found, or pretended to find a seal, on which were the ini^- 
tials J. S. ; this of course was applied to her own name, 
and here she began to shew the cloven feet. This seal was 
for a time thrown aside, probably while she was conjecturing 
what use to make of it, till at length she informed the few 
who reposed confidence in her, " The Spirit one day or- 
dered her to look for it when she found not only the letters 
J. S. as before, but what was much more convenient for her 
purpose, the initials J. C. engraved in addition on it, accom* 
panied with two stars ! ! ! This miracle was soon blazoned 
around, and this very probable assertion, was the ground- 
work on which she built her mummery, of being visited by 
God. 

In 1792, she vented her blasphemous plans, by pretend- 
ing she had a vision from the Lord, and from thence her 
gift of prophecy commenced. To complete this solemn 
mockery, she appointed a day for a formal discussion, and 
as this meeting was chiefly attended by her own followers, 
to the amount of fifty-eight persons; it is not very surpriz- 
ing she should come off triumphant, which it appears she 
did by her publishing the following declaration :— 

^' I, Joanna Southcott, am clearly convinced, that my 
calling is of God, and my writings are indited by his spirit, 
as it is impossible that any spirit but an all-wise God, that is 
wondrous in working, wondrous in wisdom, wondrous ib 
power, wondrous in truth, could have brought round such 
mysteries, so full of truth, as is in my writings ; so I am 
clear in whom I have believed, that all my writings came 
from the spirit of the most high God. 

^* Joanna Southcott/' 

In 1801, it was pretended, that about the Christmas ot 
that year, five gentlemen from different parts of the king- 
dom, went to Exeter to enquire into her mission; some of 

xx2 
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these persons were eletgymen— they staid there levea days, 
aod then (as her proselytes declare)^ they coDsideved her as 
a prophetess sent from God ! 1 ! 

Notwithstanding this advertisement was signed by her* 
self, she said she never could write but in a language and 
character that no one could translate^ except Ann Under-* 
wood, and this was also most accommodotinglif asserted by 
the aforesaid Ann, at the end of some of Joanna's asserted 
prophecies, commencing from the year 1792, and ending ii| 
1806. 

^^ Taken from Joanna Southcott's mouth by me Ana 
Undsrwood — ^witness, Jane Townley. '^ In order to prove 
to the world that there is no deceit in Joanna Soathcotfs 
former writings, she has taught me to read her hand wnt*^ 
ing, so that I have copied atl the communications ia tfiis 
book myself, which arc taken from them* 

''Feb. 7, 1806. Ann Unpbjiwood/' 

If there could for a moment exist an idea favourable to 
Joanna in the breast of any rational person, extracts firom 
these pretended visions, in our possession, would convince 
them that all was an abominable forgery—- but these extracts 
we dare not give* If the most \'ulgar language, if the most 
indecent allusions in which these are clothed, can be for a 
moment supposed emanations from tlie Deity, these certainly 
claim a pre-eminence-^suffice it to say, that no single wo* 
man could ever write such stuff, for in ^ them are such in-> 
ferences, that if they are what we strongly suspect them to 
be, not Joanna's words, but those of Miss Underwood or 
Miss Townley, who speak — th^y are more fond of pro^ 
mulgating what, as virtuous spinsters — they ought never to 
have known. The poetical stanzas, as they would call them^ 
would disgrace Stemhold and Hopkins .thediselves ; but we 
lose time in commenting on such a farrago of blqjiphen^i 
and indecent mockery* 
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, The weak and credulous now flocked to the standard of 
the imaginary Joanna, and it was strongly maintained by 
her followers, that she had established cbapek in erery 
county in England, and attended the management of theia 
herself, though it was admitted that not one in 10,000 evei^ 
saw Joanna in praprid persond, Alas ! where is the m9» 
who has not his weak side. Mr* Sharp, who haa engraved 
a portrait of Joanna in tlie full belief, 38 he said, of her be-* 
Ing a prophetess sent from God, some time since engrav^ 
a portrait of the infatuated Brothers, with a similar inscrip^ 
tion. 

During the time Joanna's books were much coveted }^ 
the curious, the writer of this article had some communica*- 
tion with the publisher, Mr. P. J. Field, who then lived 
m Broad-court, Drury-lane, and afterwards in HolbofQ^ 
where the Prophecies ware sold.. On one of those visits 9» 
opportunity offered in which he saw a proof sheet which 
bad not long arrived from the printer, with the copy or. 
MS. lying on the correcting deftk. It was immediately 
asked if Joanna was not there ? The answer was no — yet tb^ 
marks of the corrections of the proo£ were wet, and the air 
terations were in the same hand*writlng with the copy lying 
by it. This, with other, circumstances, were suiBcient tor 
satisfy the contributer of tbis article, that the name of Jor* 
anna was an ideal one, adopted to suit the sinister purpoi^ 
of designing people, and her prophecies manufactured by 
some other person or persons. From that time until the 
present, her pretended propheciei increasied, and in many 
counties her followers flocked to her standard in an amazing^ 
degree, until at length a wretch of the nameof Mary Bate-^ 
man, a disciple of Southcott's, was induced, through Uie. 
workings of a wicked spii^t, and the suggestion of a dt** 
ordered fancy, to commit a murder on Rebecca Periga 
oi Bramley, for which she suffnred. at Leeds, in the year 
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1809, For an account of the diabolical actions of this 
wretch, see the 4th volume of our work, page 260, 

This conductof one of the disciples of Joanna, threw some 
damp on the enthusiasm of lier followers in that part of the 
wor)d 5 yet her celebrity was fully kept alive in London, by 
pretended trials of her faith* She commenced her adver- 
tisemoits for meetings of disputation, on the 12th January, 
1803, at Paddington, and again, Decembar 11, 1804, at 
Neckinger*house, Bermondsey ; and at length, inserted in 
the papers letters to the Regent, the Bishops, &c. ; to the 
latter, she sent letters of invitation to enter a controversy 
with her ; but they were so rude as to treat these invitations 
with the contempt they merited. Another part of this farce 
was thus carried on, — a chapel was opened in Duke-street, 
near the Obelisk, St. GeorgeVfields, where Mr. Carpenter 
preached Joanna's doctrine ; after which, a man of the name 
of Tozer, contrived to erect another new chapel, which he 
impiously named the House of God, near the Elephant and 
Castle. Tlie inside of this place has, daubed on the walls, 
miserable designs, in the manner of our tea-gardens ; and in 
the chapel where he succeeded Mister Carpenter, such scenes 
of riot and disorder took place, as obliged the magistrates 
to interfere, and the doors were ordered to be closed. These 
nuisances took place from the asseverations of Tozer, who 
declared from his pulpit, on Sunday, July 31, 1814, ** that 
he was ready to take his sacrament oath, that no man had 
seen or spoken to Joanna Southcott since August 1813 ;'' 
and ended with declaring, ^^ the world would be soon con- 
vinced of the trutli of our doctrine, for our spiritual mother 
will bring forth the true Messiah, before the 12th of next 
January." Pretended seals were sold to the true believers, 
and no one could be supposed to be saved, wIyo did not pos* 
sess one of these admissions into Heaven. These became 
also a profitable source of support to the connection ; 4Uid 
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even many respectable persons were so far lost in in&tua- 
tion, as to purchase them. The following is an exact copy 
of one of those precious passports to heaven, which was some-»^ 
time ago purchased from one of her disciples, sealed up, and 
at last broken open. The writing is (within a mystical cir^ 
cle, about six inches diameter) in a good plain hand, to 
which is her own signature, a wretched scrawl indeed. The 
seals, of red wax^ are outside ; one of which has the stamp 
melted, or pressed out, as if by warmth of the body, from 
wearing in the pocket ; the other has a small shabby im« 
pression, I. C. with two stars. 

Name of the Disciple, 

The sealed of the Lord, the elect precious, 

Man's redemption. 

To inherit the Tree of Life, 

To be made Heirs of God, and joint Heirs 

With Jesus Christ. 

Dec. 1, 1804. 

« 

^ Joanna Southcott- 

the seals l c. 

L C. is perhaps intended for " Jesus Christ/* 

We have given a representation of the seal, over the por-* 
trait which accompanies thiis sketch, and also, underneath, 
a^ac sirnik of Mrs. Southcott's hand-writing. 

Amongvthe rest of Joanna's dupes, it may not be irrele- 
vant to mention the name of an apothecary at Highgate ; 
as this gentlfeman is one of those who supported the preg- 
nancy of Pope Joan Southcott. So anxious was he to dis- 
play his dissention from th« Established Church, to which 
his family had resorted, that early in the reign of infiatuatiion, 
he had his wife, his children, and servants, sealed with the 
miraculous instrument, to the great detriment of his pecUL- 
niary affairs. 

As It is necessary to keep alive the feelings of vulgar 
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minds* with circumstances that astooishi it was pn»ral« 
gated, that on a certain day, the Ftrgin was to go Heafen^ 
ttnd Bath was fixed upon as the ground from whioh thk 
female BaUoon was to ascend. Many articles of value were 
sent her by the dupes of her emissaries ; the things were 
yeceiTed and carried off ^ but when the day arrived for her 
aerostatic trial, she departed through a private passage, and 
was heard of there no more. Tfau circumstance did not verj 
tfmch injure her reputation, or she or ber followers would 
never have dared to have struck such^anofter master- 
stroke, as the annals of human ingenuity, and human infii« 
tuatSon, cannot parallel. 

Let us no longer laugh at the credulity of our ancestors,— • 
their Betty Cannings, — theur Cock-lane Ghosts,— or dis« 
ciples of Naylor, Joanna Southcott's priests promised to 
their followers, that a Messiah should be bom 1-— That they 
might have full time to gull their believers in her deification, 
they chose not to mention this second Christmas day, but 
left to procrastination the opportunity of feathering their 
nests from the stores of their addle-pated brethren, who 
doubtless became pretty confident in their hopes, or they 
would not have suffered Messrs. Carpenter and Tozer to re- 
ceive the whole of their worldly goods on such a ridiculous 
pretension. Theyargued thus : ^* If this visitation of the Lord 
does not produce a Son this year, then was not Jesus Christ 
the Son of God, born in the manner spoken of by theYiigin 
Mary ; but if she has a Son, then, in like manner was our 
Saviour bom.'' This for a society, calling themselves reli- 
gious, is a tolerable, or rather intolerable specimen of blas- 
phemous arrogance. It is presumed, however, diat in this 
plan, as to its outward success, they had reckoned without 
their host, or they would have brought this scheme appa- 
rently to bear, even in despite of tbe watchful eye of the 
police. It was no doubt intended, that this poor old wo- 
man^ this mean instrumekit of their plani^ wis to die, from 
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what they knew to be a 4isQr4^ yeiy dlffinrept from that oop9r. 
sioned by pregnancy, S^ipe Qbild> in thb hope^ (qt. events 
would have been founds for th^ adopts. M^ssi^b ; but ^be 

lived to expose their deocptions. The string of infrta^tioo 
has been distended until it has snapt. The bubbte has 
bursty and scarcely left a wrecH behind* Early i^Pecembi^ 
181 1 y at Crewkeme^ two of the follpwers of this^ ^Qtiyiat^ 
virgin were discoYered tp b^ye been negociating with ^ 
poor woman of that place^ for one of hei^ti^n chUdv«Di 
which they intended to forward to the metropolis^ ^«R^ ta 
be announced as the true oSspriag pf the propJUetess^i Tb» 
fraud being prevented by the discovery^ the negociators. and 
the prophetess were paraded about in effigy^ by the populace^ 
through the public streets. 

This wretched woman, not only promised her believers ^ 
chM, but assured theia of -a private marriage : the follow* 
ing b a nonsensical letter, which she addfesaed, on this 
occasion, to her friends : 

^^ Many of my believers in my visitation, as. I have been 
informed, begin to grow impatient in their expectation, as 
to the marriage spoken of, not having taken place and pub*? 
lished a long time befone. the child should he bom; wA 
seeing the harvest nearly ended, ^ tb^y appear r^ady to link 
in the grea^ deep,THthe sesvi before them, and the Sgyptiao 
host behind them ;' so that where ia the proiAise of either "^ 
the marriage or the child ? will soon be the cry of the publi^l 
and the believers themselves will be ready to fljay,— ^ the bar* 
vest is over ; the day is ended, and we are not saved*' From 
this I see clearly, that v^j ^n^inieif wooM ?9on boai^t and 
triumph, whil^ tfi^ believers woiild h^ ready to ^vHf. wd ^f^ 
spair, if the way they ^e stufofiled ^ reml^ne4 withput l)(i'; 
ing answered and ei^plained. Iq (V^iq^ tl^pcefore, tf df 
away such a s^^ pf 9)fnd ip tbr beUeyeri^ I \^p fhi^ ^ 
portunity pf infpnnii^g iSasfO^ thf^ Wben ^ ipwja^f* IW 

VOL. V. Ty 
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firNt pmpr)fird to mt, it wnn hcrorf I hml any knowlndge of 
whiit would follow ; I wan warned that » privnte mnrriiigo 
Mhmild firNt tnkc plnoc* in my own Iioumc, which ftfUerwards 
wttH to he* gnititrd to In* rriillzod in puhlti*. 

** TWin circMtni.Htiinrr Ntumhiod m<*, ntid hIno my friendft, 
who wore tniulc noqiiiiintrd with it, Ixtrunc nt thnt time there 
appcarrd no nr(*l*N^lty for kiicIi n |)rivHt(? inurriiif(c to take 
place in hniiti* ; but now I mw r!iuM<* c*noUf(h| from thodatw 
ffcrn which begin t(» npprnr ; no thiiti from my preiient aitu^ 
atton, and my own frrlingN, I can judge of the truth of tho 
wonU that arc already in print. For if thero be * no aon/ 
there will be * \\n iidopfed father/ nnd no marriage to b« 
binding; henniM* it will hr but a temporary marriagei fh)ni 
which dciidi ntuMt nnnw rcleiim* me. Hut who Uie bride* 
grfK»m In, munt not publicly be nrnde known, after the niar- 
riiige hath taken pluce, until the child In bonu 'rhttN, tak« 
ing the whole into coniiideration, it in c'leur to me, that the 
mnrringc and the birth tif the child may, and will moNtlikelyi 
take place within, perhnpn, \vhh than a diiy, the one bcftire 
tlic other; therefore the belie verH may, trotn thin hint, tit 
able to form a ccn'rcf't judgment, nnd check their impatiehcOi 
not to look for the Sixth Ilnok immediately after the mav* 
riagc Nhall have taken place ; but that the Swthmifhvmtth 
Bookiff to complete the wondern, an before «aid| will be in 
order, and in right tinu*, both after the birth of the child 
Nhall have taken plnec*. 

(Signed) '' Joai^na Houtncoit. 

"r>do/;iT2l,lHI4." 

AsNoon nNthewiivhcd for day nppronched for the allcgedde- 
livery,preH(*ntN of alt deNcrlptioniv, mn they pretended, came in 
unANked. Some one, they aMcrlcd, Ncnt h(*r a crib for the ex- 
pected McHNiah, made In all the tante of elegant design, and 
nmnufactured with a bed, by Heddonn, of Aldi^mgate-ntrcct. 
Thin order, however, wc have no doubt, wafi given by then^^ 
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siclvos, to render tlic party of greater notoriety, and that no- 
thing might be wanting ut this f^lvrioiut uecouchement, it 
WHS pretended that lueed-eups, bibs, robes, mantles, pap- 
tjoats, caudle-cupM, and every thing necessary for such ^q 
occasion, so poured in for the use of the expected Shiloh, 
ns at length to oblige them, as they stated, to refuse further 
presents. A Bible also, in the most costly decoration, wa§ 
not forgotten among the otferings of the tvhe men. 

Furlhcr to strengthen this fraud, it was unblushingly as- 
serted, that a ntunber of medical men of the highest repu- 
tati(»n, wne called in, and the following names were made 
intcof to favour this imp<)sition : — Drs. K. Heece, Adams, 
Mealliti, Wetherell, Wiillips, Jleaviside, Feiu-son, Foster, 
VVelchnian, Owen, Ilorf, &c. ^c. Whether these gentle- 
men, lod away by the superstition of th(^ day, actually sub- 
.sirihcd to those opinions, or whether their names were only 
made use of to cover a deception, they believed too ridi- 
culous to attempt controverting, we know not. The ve- 
nerable Dr. Sims, however, stepped forward, and in a letter 
in the Morning Chronicle of September 3, 1814, published 
a statement, declaring as follows :-*-*' I went io see her otL 
August IH, and after examining her, I do not hesitate to de- 
clare, it is my firm opinion that the woman called Joanna 
Southcott, is not pregnant ; and before 1 conclude this 
statement, I feel it right to Say, that I am eonvinced the 
pcM)r woman labours under strong mental delusion. Hav- 
ing observed in the newspapers, assertions repeatedly made, 
tliat emiitent accoucheurs have declared this woman to be 
pregnant, 1 am desirous 1 should not be considered in that 
number." 

'I'his assertion was sorely atti&ci«ut to vindicate thft pro* 
ii'ssion from so foul a calumnyi and open the eyes of tlM 
deluded. And that she in that Insane state, was incapably 
of writing to bishops, or challenging the learned to a com- 
bat of arguments, is as clear as the tun at noon day. It il 
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ds6'|>Iain, that some wicked and designing fiersons iudi 
her fftmne as a cover for interested designs. There are 
iliatiy sensible persons among us, who profess to laugh ttt the 
tempaifative nnmber of the deluded few ; these ]pMpley 
perhaps are not aware^ that'abrd^^ b'feWjfeirAons' senti- 
ments being often taken for those of the Mass bf tliejpfeoiple, 
they become of no little importance, llie foreign jMN 
nals cast a stigma on theEn^h^ for a ctedulity irfaicli thcfy 
do not possess :— " Are these the people," they itj^ " who 
would b^at us in arts as well as arras-^who now shape ihdr 
political projects according to the siliy gamility of m in* 
fatuated old woman and her followers.'^ The Joarnfal de 
Paris, on commenting on our conduct, with regard to fhb 
j/Mng lady of 65, heads the paragraph on this subject ib 
words, well indeed adapted to the believers of a second 
Shiloh, and aptly style us— '< The English gulls." 

Tlic profligacy of the disciples of Joanna, tried in vaiir to 
prop up the cra/y foundation of their no longer trusted mi- 
racles— *they threatened every one with a prosecution who 
should copy the portrait of Joanna from the one by that 
clever artist, but misguided man, Mr. Sharp. We have not 
seen that portrait, nor do we wish to see it. The plate that 
embellishes our work, is an exact resemblance of the de- 
luded old woman. 

Mrs. Southcott's intended accouchement was the aubject 
of much mirth. One of the waggish tribe remarked^ that 
the ludy having caught a cold by her removal to her new 
habitation, had drferred Iter delivery — and another stated^ 
that notwithstanding the fuss which had been stated about 
her delivery, she had got nothing for Iter pmi8» Whfle this 
lady was thus amusing her believers in England with 
peated postponements of her promised birth, an Irish 
man had, without calling a miracle to her aid, orullikiiig 
any noise about the matter, proved to the worid that thet« 
is no fixed limit for the fruitfulness' of advanced age. Mrs. 
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MasOD) then 58 3F^ars (>ld) was tKifely delivered of a^on h*^ 
She is the wife' df a calico ptinter (a Scotohniaii), .rending 
niear Druincondra, a^j^ing Dublin, it is not m littk is- 
markabie^ that it waes ten years sinde^hefai^ a «hild before; 
but the most'^ctraordiiiery circua»l«iice perhaps isy tfiat'ma* 
ture denied the imother'the aceu^toiaod iiUpport of :ber off- 
spring. In this dilemtna, her daughter, who had been 
brougivt to bed about a month, and whose diild :had died, 
offered her assistance, and nursed her young brotbtrlit 
will also excite much surprise, and afibrd a subject of eiaU 
osity among the medical men, that Mrs« Masoo, after btr 
late delivery, recoveired h^ hearing, of which ske trad iieen 
deprived £or a long time previous. 

At this time the newspapers contained many accounts ixf 
this sort. The following, extracted from the ^^ Dublin 
Correspondent," proved that Joanna^s conception, if it had 
been real, was no miracle >— 

^^ A woman named Margaret Collins, has been safely de- 
livered of a daughter; she is the wife of a labourii^man, 
and is at present in her 59th year, as appears by the registry 
of the ])arish of Killpipe, in the county of Wicklow, havin^g 
been baptized there on the 6th day of May, 17^6. Both 
the mother and child may be-seen at a small oabin on the 
left-hand ^de of Kimmage-road. Many persons in the 
neighbourhood having heard of the drcumstance, have been 
to visit the poor woman, who lays no other claim to rdief 
than her distress ; she does not seek to gull the ignorant by 
blasphemous pretensions, as the old lady at the other side of 
the water does ; indeed, this country does not seem pos- 
sessed of a sufficient stock of gullibility for such gross de- 
ceits to be even tolerated in it. The circumstance of a wo* 
man, at the age of fifty-nine, brin|png forth a child, is cer- 
tainly one of an extraordinary nature ; but is it therefore 
that the Ignorant and super^tious are to be teft by tiieir 
rulers^ to be 4ehidedaiitd daeated by impious and baneiaoed 
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pretensions to special commissions from Heaven, &c. ? Tbe 
police of this country, although in general inferior to Eng* 
land, would not, wc are assiu-ed, tolerate for a wedc, ihe 
anti-christian frauds which are practised in England ie« 
specting the alleged pregnancy of Joanna Soutfacott. 

'^ Margaret Collins has had two husbands, and never had 
a child before by either. She has been attended by a mid- 
wife of the name of Brumley, who can attest the particulars 
respecting the birth of the child, &c. Several medical gen- 
tlemen have been, within these few days, at the dwelling of 
Mrs^ColUns/' 

4 

It seems that Joanna Southcott, when approaching to 
her end, either recovered lier senses or repented of her sins. 
The following letter appeared in the Observer, Octdber 30, 
1814. 

*' TO THE SDITOR. 

<^ Having been requested by Joanna to acknowledge her 
former wicked errors, I presume no publication better 
adapted to give publicity to this subject than *The Ob- 
server/ I have therefore, on the part of Joanna, respect- 
fully, and with sincere contrition to state, that for some 
considerable time past she has been in a state of delirium, 
but at length having become, as it were, herself again, being 
now calm and collected, and fearing that she is approach- 
ing to her latter end, hereby renounces all the wicked in- 
cantations of her former distempered brain ; and she hopes 
that a generous public will forget the impositions and errors 
that she has of late endeavoured to impose upon their un- 
derstanding. And she further hopes, that all good Chris- 
tians will not only forgive, but will fervently join in her 
prayers to the Almighty, for a forgiveness of her late blas- 
phemous doctrines and past sins. L Tozbr/' 

Even after the death of Joanna Southcott, her simple 
believers expected a sudden resurrection. The two fidloir* 
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ing letters appeared in a second edition of a Sunday paper^ 
which had for some time past degraded itself in the vehicle 
of this poor wretch's infatuation or imposture^ for the sake 
of selling a few copies to those silly people^ who would buy 
such trash. It appeared that the scandalous delusion which 
had for several months disgraced the metropolis^ and even 
the character of the times we live in, was now at an end ; 

'^ Death of Mrs. Southcott. Tuesday afternoon. 

TO Mr. stokes. 

^^ Sir — Agreeable to your request, I send a messenger to 

acquaint you, that Joanna Soutbcott died this morning, 

precisely at four o'clock. The believers in her mission, 

supposing that the vital functions are only suspended for a . 

few days, will not permit me to open the body until some 

symptom appears, which may destroy all hopes of resusci** 

tation. 

*^ I am. Sir, your obedient Servant, 

^^ Piccadilly, Dec. 27, 1814, Richard IUrcb.'' 

(circular). 

• * * 

^^ Sir — As you desired to be present at Mrs. Southcott's 
accouchement, had it taken place, as was then expected, the 
friends consider it as their duty to inform you, and all tbfi 
medical gentlemen who had that intention, that to aU ap^ 
pearance she died this morning, e3cactly as the clock struck 
four. 

^^ Care is taken to preserve warmth in the body, as she 

directed : and it is t(ie wish of the friends that you will see 

her in hpr present statie, 

" Ann Undsrwoop* 
'^ 38, ManchesteT'Streetj Tuesday ^ 

Dec. 27, 1814.'' 
On Saturday, Dec, 81, at an early hour, a number of 
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peopb afscnililed o|ipoflil6 tibc house in M8Dcbestcf«sftreet^ 
wAue JoeoDa Soathcott lay dead^ and the Biost zealous of 
tib« fidUmcn did not hesilate even tlien to pronounce theii 
fOfitm Gonvietion of her re«animation dtnsng the da^^^ 
tfiase pnedictioBS, however, to the mortifipation of Hie de-^ 
hidtd nuiUituikt, were destined to dLuppointment* The 
preseribed period- of fom days and nights elapsed, andso&r 
was the body from exhibiting appearances of a temporary 
sospenrion of animation, that it began to display a discolo- 
ration, which at once brought home to conviction the feurt, 
that the Mrrctched Joanna was but mortal, and like 9tb^ 
mortals, subject to decay. The hopes of Iv^ friends being 
thus firustrated, preparations were made to perform that 
operation which s1\e had herself directed, namely, to dissect 
her remains. A summons was issued to the i|\urgeons, whq 
had expressed a desire to be present, and at two o'clock fif- 
teen gentlemen had assembled, including Messrs. Ree4^, 
Want, Clark, Sups, Adams, Taunton^ apd nine others. Be- 
side these professional gentlemen, there were Parson Tozer,^ 
Colonel Harwood, and one or two other of Joanna's fol- 
lowers. Ann Underwood was in the anti-room, and seemed 
deeply affected, not alone at the awful situation of her 
friend, but at the disappointment of all her celestial hopes. 
The room in which the operation took place, was that In 
wluch Joanna had slept. FVom the putrescent stale of tbo 
eorpse the smell was dreadfully offensive, and it required all 
the aid of tobacco smoke and burnt vinegar, to render th« 
place at all to be borne. 

The body having been placed upon a table, Mr. Roece and 
Mr. Want proceeded to the performance of their disgustiDg, 
but required task. The result of this examination was-* 
First, that there was no Sliiloh ; next, that there was no 
disease of the uterine organs j as Imagined by Pr. Sims ;— 
thirdly, that the womb, instead of being enlarged, was re- 
narkably small andr«duced» as might be Wf^^^i in an 
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\mmarried female of 64. The intestines were much dis- 
tended by flatulency^ and hence that protuberance, which 
led to the conclusion of pregnancy. The omentum (which 
in animals is called the caul), was loaded with &t, and a 
very considerable quantity of. calculi or stones, were found 
in the gall bladder. Reports having been circulated as to the 
former pregnancy of the subject^ a particular examination 
took place for the purpose of deciding that point, but from 
all that appeared, there was no foundation for such an asser- 
tion. Another report existed, that her death had been oc- 
casioned by poison; and the coroner had expressed his de- 
termination to summon a jury to enquire into the fact. To 
prevent this unnecessary proceeding, the medical gentlemen 
present signed a certificate, stating, that her dissolution 
was produced by natural causes. ' The curiosity of the. pro- 
fession having been gratified by this inspection, they took 
their departure^ and the result having soon become public, 
the street was for a time in an uproar. Those of the fol- 
lowers, who anxiously waited the event, skullced ofi^ in 
great tribulation, and were happy to escape the view qf the 
populace, who were outrageous towards any person whom 
they suspected of adhering to the doctrines of the pro- 
phetess. This excusable indignation had in the early part 
of the morning, nearly proved fatal to an old lady, who, 
with a most demure and sanctified countenance, rapped at 
the late Joanna's door with intent to make enquiries respect- 
ing her re-animation. No sooner was she suspected to be 
a disciple, than she was assailed with mud and filth. 

After the dissection, the body was put in a plain coffin by 
the undertaker's men, in the presence of three gentlemen. 
From the putrefaction which had taken place, the stench 
was most intolerable. In consequedce, when the lid was 
screwed down, pitch was applied to the edges and rim^ to 
confine and prevent the egress of the rmasmata. While this 
was performing, the strictest injunctions, of. secrecy ^ere 
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given to ill preient. At twelve o*block oa the laiiui Bight, 
the crowd having retired from the street^' tiie coffin waa 
carried by four men to Mr. Moore's, the undertaker, oomai 
of Rathbone-placoi Oxford-atreet. Here it remained durt 
Ing Sunday, Jan. 1, 1816. On Monday afternoon, about 
two o'clock, it was put into a hearsci drawn by two borada, 
without the usual soble ornament of feathers, to iavour the 
belief, had it been recognised, that it did not contain a 
corpse, but was only going to receive and convey one. The 
hearse, followed by three gentlemen in a coach and pair, 
then proceeded to Mnry-le-bone Upper Buryipg^ground, 
nearKilbum, whereit was interred; and the usual church 
service repeated by the clei^nMin* The few people whom 
curiosity had attracted round tlie grave, had not the slight* 
est suspicion that the coffin which was lowered down con* 
toined the remains of Joanna Southcott. In fcct, aoetji 
precautions were taken, that it was impossible the aacrat 
could prematurely transpire. It was known to none off 
her followers, and scarcely to any of her late confldanta.«>«- 
The three gentlemen who followed the corpse to the grave^ 
were muffled up more than is customary even to moumeii i 
they wore great coats, which were buttoned up to the chin^ 
black cloaks standing high in the collar, handkerchiefs tied 
round the lower part of the face, and their hats pulled over 
their eyes. So completely hod they succeeded in disguising 
themselves, that not a feature was visible : they abstained 
from all conversation, so that no one could recognise their 
persons. On their road to the place of interment, they 
were joined by a fourth person, equally well disguised as 
themselves, and who did not separate from them. The last 
was conjectured to have been Mr. Toser. 

It is astonishing the number of people who were weak 
enough to place an implicit faith in the promised Shiloh i 
the following authentic anecdotes are selected as proofa off 
their infatuation :— 
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'** In the Court of Common Plets^ an «ctioh was brought 
by a Mr. Ditchman against one Gddsmith, both inhabitants 
of Gravesend, to recover a bet of 2002. The agreement 
was in these words : — ^ I bet 200{. against MrrDitchmah's 
600{., that Mrs, Joanna Southcott is delivered of a male 
ehild before the 1st of November, 1814. (Signed) R. Gold- 
smith.' Serjeant Onslow, for the defendant, who was one 
of the preachers of Joanna, contended that this was one 
of those indelicate and immoral cases which ought not to be 
inquired into. Chief Justice Gibbs asked if he had any 
precedent ; and the Seijeant replying in the negative, Ser- 
jeant Best said, he had subpoenaed the lath-render, To^er, to 
prove that Mrs. Southcott had not been delivered of a male 
child ; but unfortunately he was paying his creditors in the 
King's Bench Prison ; he would, however, call Dr. Reece, 
who stated, that Joanna died without being a mother«--« 
That he did not know whether she was ma^iedor not ; but 
that she passed for a single woitian, and constantly averred 
she should give birth to a young Shiloh. The Chief Justice 
now said there being no proof of her being a married ^o- 
man, he would not suffer this cause to proceed further. The 
record was therefore withdrawn." 

^^ A clergyman likewise, in his bewildered fancy and belief, 
engaged to give up his living, if Shiloh was not born at the 
promised period.'* 

^^ Another of Joanna^s followers, who was a shoemaker in 
Bermondsey, undertook to make shoes for all his customers, 
upon those conditions, that if Shiloh was born by the 
appointed time, they were to pay double price, if not, they 
were to pay nothing for their shoes and boots: unfortunately 
for him, no Shiloh was born, and he ruined himself by his 
speculation." ^^ 

Mechanics with large families, and servants who had no 
other means than what were derived from their wages, alike 
contributed to the maintenance of this imppsturej to^t^sir 
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ofwn evident iojnry^ and that of their distrcMed relativet. It is 
a fact, that 201. was sent by a tradesman confibed in the 
King's Bench prison^ and who afterwards took the benefit 
of the Insolvent Act. 

When we consider Joanna Southcott's mxqKAiUh/ qf 
writing, what Ann Underwood and Mrs. Townleyha\^ as- 
serted at the end of her prophecies in 1806, cannot be Cor- 
rect. Indeed, Joanna's Will is a proof that much artifice 
has been employed. We sliali conclude this article with a 
copy of the Will, against which Joanna's brother put in a 
caveat, on the ground of his sister's insanity, but it is sup- 
posed that the persons concerned, have by some means or 
pther persuaded him (who is also a religious chanu^ter), to 
withdraw his opposition. 

Although these persons held back several papers meii* 
tioned in the Will and Codicil, they have reluctantly brought 
a few forward, by which it appears that some'are to receive 
gifts of trifles, and others to have those presents which they 
sent on the supposed accouchement, returned. 

• 

THE WIJLL. 

** I Joanna Southcott, now resident at No. 17, Weston- 
place, in the parish of St. Pancras, in the county of Middlesex, 
do make this my last Will and Testament, in manner and 
form following : — First, I resign and commend my soul into 
the hands of my merciful Creator, Almighty God. I request 
to be decently interred by my executor, hereafter named : 
having no other property to leave at my death, only my share 
in the houses left to me by the late Mr. Cosins, out of 
which share, I give and bequeath to my brother William 
Southcott, the sum of ten pounds a-year, during his life, 
but not to his heirs : I give and bequeath to my sister, Su- 
sannah Carter, the sum of ten pounds a-year, during her 
life : I likewise give and bequeath to eaeh of them, the sum 
of ten pounds for mournings at my death : I give and htm 
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queath the sum of ten poinds to Sarah Southcott^ my bro- 
ther Joseph Southcott's widpw ; and likewbe the sum of 
ten pounds to Susanna Southcott, her daughter^ to be paid 
in six months after my decease $ and the sum of fifteen 
pounds^ to be paid to the said Susannah 3outhcott, daugh- 
ter of Joseph Somthcott, when she is at the age of 21 years. 
All the remaining p^ aqd share, arising from the aforesaid 
houses> I give and bequeath unto Mrs. Jane Townley, and 
Mrs. Ann Underwood, for their sole use and benefit ; and I 
do hereby nominate and appoint the aforesaid Mrs. Ann Un- 
derwood, my whole and sole executrix. 



'' June 26, 1813. 

Witness to the execution of 
the above written Will, 

William Owen Pughb, 
Theodoek Turpin, 



^* Joanna Southcott. 

Maey Pilborougr^ 
Ellen Tolhurst, 

Witness to the execution of 
the above written Will/* 



'^ This is a Codicil, added to my above Will, this fourth 
day of November, 1814, to explain certain contingencies, 
not provided for therein : In the first place, it is necessary 
to explain, that Mrs.Townley, Mrs. Underwood, and myself^ 
have a joint interest in the books which 1 have published, 
and all debts and credits appertaining thereto : therefore, in 
respect to such joint concern, 1 leave it wholly to the ho- 
nor of those my two friends, to set apart my third of such 
concern, after my decease, leaving issue, and turn it over 
into the hands of my trustees, hereinafter named : In the 
second place, with respect to presents made by my friends, of 
monies, various articles of plate, apparel, and other things, 
as entered in a book, kept for that purpose, and intended 
for the male child, which I announced would be bom of 
pie : I dii^ect that such presents be also ti^med over into the 
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handi of my trustees In trust, if I die witlumt Isso^ fbr 
them to return such presents bto the hands of the givers df 
them respoctiTely : thirdl^i if I should leave such a promiaed 
child, living at my decease, my direction is, with respect to 
the third part of the interest which I have, under die wUI 
of the late James Cosins, in the property, consisting of oar- 
tain houses, recited in my above will, to be bequeathed to 
Jane Townley and Ann Underwood, that my said bequest be 
revoked, and is hereby revoked accordingly; and that the 
said third part of my interest in the said houses, be also 
placed in the hands of my trustees i imd, fourthly, I hereby 
direct, if I leave issue aforef»aid, that my trustees shall, for 
the interest of such child, and on his behalf, manage the 
said third part of the proceeds from the said books, after 
first deducting therefrom a sufficient sum, to cover some 
tokens of love from me to my intimate friends, as particu^ 
larized in a certain paper ; also, all the said presents ; irfso, 
the said third part of my interest in the said houses, and all 
other property I may die possessed of, and not otherwise 
disposed of in my above will : and lastly, to carry into effect 
such trusts as are mentioned in the codicil, I mime and 
appoint James Spring, John Hows, Richard Goldsmith, and 
William Owen Pughe, to be trustees for that purpose. 

*' Joanna Southcott. 
" Nmmnher 4th, 1814. 

WitneHs to this Codicil, 

Ji)HN TOLHURKT, 

KiJZABBTH Drew, 
TouiAs LovK." 

The names of the friends to whom I, Joanna Southcott, wish 
to have something that belongs to me, of wearing apparel, td 
be given to them, as a token of my love, in 1613, when I was 
ordered to buy new clothes for the sake of my female fritnda. 
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The following names, here mentioned, I wish to hare some- 
thing belonging to me, both men and women, if I die. 

Mrs. Carder, Leicester- square ; Mrs. Turpin, Greenwich; 
Mrs. Hows, Miss Coy, Mrs. Taylor, Exeter ; Miss Eve- 
Hgh, Exeter; Mrs. Luscombe^ Exeter; Mrs. Walker, Mrs. 
B. Wood, Mrs. C.Wood, Miss Wood, Mrs. Barnard, Mrs. 
Drew, Mrs. Red, Mrs. Bevey, Miss Roberts, Pains wick, 
and her brothers; Mrs. Foley, Miss Smith, Princes-street; 
Mrs. Wethendl, Mrs. Harwood, Mrs. Owen, Mrs. Hal- 
hed, Mrs. Goldsmith, Mrs. Tolhurst, (WHllliam), Mrs. 
Sharpe, Mr. Spring, Mr. Theodore Turpin, Mrs. Tozer, 
Mr. Hirst, Mr. Turner, Mr. Senior, Mr. Bruce, Mrs. Love, 
Mrs. Hugh Carder, Mr. Malcolm, Mr. Smith, Princes- 
street, and his brothers, Mr. Smith, Lord Damley, Mrs. 
John Tolhurst, Gravesend; Mrs. Garland, Mr. Nesbit^ 
Mrs. Troup, Miss Kent, Mr. Waring, Twickenham ; Mrs, 
Baker, llminster. 

Tokens of Love from the Friends, for the expected 
Shiloh, and to be returned, according to the Will. 



Mrs. Goldsmith, a cap 

— Barnard, do. 

— Good, a lace do. 

— Allen, do. 

— Julien, a cap 

— Clark, do. 

— Bury, a lace do. 

— Knighton, do. 
Susan Southcott, a cap 
Mrs. Walker, do. 

— Philips, a laced cap 

— iJean, a cap 

— Yorkshire, do. 
Mbs Wood, a robe 



Mrs. Hider, a frock 
-— Chalmwood, a robe 

— Stafibrd, do. 

— Warner and her sister, do. 

— Broad« a skirt 

The friends at Bath, a robe 
Mrs. London, Bath, a robe 

— Jowet, Yorkshire, do. 

— Lucas, a skirt and a shirt 

— Pilbro, four shirts 

— Walker, a shirt 

— Crossley, Yorkshire, two 
shirts 

Miss Eveligh^ a satin mantle 
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Mn. Dowthwaite, a hat 

— Wcthcrcll, a kerseymere 

mantle 
Mist Wctberellj a white satin 

pincushion 
Mrs. Boxj do. 

Mr. Mukay, do. on a stand 
Mrs. Tolhurst, Gravcsend, a 

ahirt 
-—^ Salmon, do. 

— Dean, do. 

— Garland, do. 

— Smith, do. 
Miss Tolhurst, do. 
Mrs. Suruh Dean, do. 

•— Aldous Hcd, a pincushion 

— Gohling, a basket 

— Doyle and her mother, a 
pap-boat (silver) 

— Freeman, a silver mug 
Mr. Wctlierell, a guinea (Qu. 

Elizabeth's) 

— Spurden, half a guinea, 
and 11^. in silver 

— Baker, five guinea^s 
Mrs. Prixice, one guinea 

— Goldsmith, six guineas 
Mr. Nathaniel Wetherell, a 

Swedish dollar 

— and Mrs. Kills, one guinea 
'- and Mrs. Croudy, 12. 2it. 
Mr. Osmond, 18^. 

Mr. Baker, Gadison, one gui- 
nea 
-^ Wilkins, 12^. 



Mr. WiUiamf , 3L 

— Greenham^ two silver eupt 

— Walker^ a stool 

— King, a robe 
Mrs* Aldous, a pin-a-fore 
Mr. PiIbro> a deal box 
Mrs. Pilbro^ two night capi 
-^ Perrin, a morning robe 
-— Hirrol^ a cap 
Friends at Twickenham, a 

cambric robe, laoe cap 
Mrs. llandal, a flannel petti- 
coat 

-» Haddock, a robe 
•— llooke, do. 

— Lee, do. 

— Baker, a white beaver hat 
Little girl, two roses 

Mrs. I'harpe, two pair shoes 

and stockings 
Mr. Parsons, white satin shoes 
Mrs. Anstcad, 21, in silver 
Mr. Freeman, one guinea 
Mrs. Taylor, \L in silver 
Mr. and Mrs. Tozer, a pap- 
boat 
Mrs. Martin, a basket and 
rose do. a pincushion 

— Harris, a morning gown, 
six napkins 

Mr. and Miss Smith, Mr. 
Malkin, au elegant mantle 
Mrs. Troup, a sash for do« 
Miss Kent, white satin shoes 
Muster Troup, a box 
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Mrs. Archer, a flannel gown 
*^ Tuck, a small foreign gold 
coin 

— Carder, a robe, and lace cap 
Ann Kent, a pair of worsted 

shoes 
Ann Jones, a piece of muslin 
Mrs. Macmiion, a cloth hat 

— Box, a robe 

— Carter, do. 

Mr. Manton and Mr. Wea- 

thersby, a silver cup 
Mrs. Hays, a silver boat 

— Malin, a little silver box, 
with two guineas 

— Payne, a pincushion, co- 
vered with velvet 

Mr. Bacon, two dollars j his 
daughter, a lace rose 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas, acau- 
dle cup, and silver spoon 

Ann Yearsley, a flannel 

Mrs. Messenger's friend^ a 
rose, sash, and ribbon 

— Weslar, a robe 

— 8c rl, a cap 

— Ben. Sankey, 2 bed-gowns, 
and one dozen napkins 

— Wright, two doz. ns^kins 

— Ellis two bed-gowns, one 
dozen napkins 

Mr. and Mrs. Kingsley, three 

pin-a-fores 
Mrs. Raish, a silver spoon 

— Harvey, a dollar 



Mrs. Hansoti, do. 

— Harvey's two children, a 
rose, and sash 

John Thomas Risby, a cut 
glass mug 

Mrs. Ladbrook, a white rose 

Mr. Ladbrook, do. 

Mrs. Coupland, a pair of wor- 
sted shoes 

— Harris, a flannel petticoat 
— - Ware, a shirt 

— Saxon, a flannel petticoat 
Mr. Saxon, a bed-gown 
Mrs. Pitts, asmallsilverspoon 
Mrs. Densham, a silver coral 
Mr. & Mrs. fVost, two shirts 
Eleanor Kennedy, 2 flannels 
William Harvey, As. (Jdv, 
Ann Dukes, a small gold 

chain 
Sarah Lewis, a bed gown 
Sarah Pugh, a flannel do. 
Rose Hasel, six shirts^ 
Mrs. Tupper, a china basoa 

— Jarvis, 1 2. l^.and a flannel 

— Mrs. Roberts, sixnapkins^ 
and a blanket 

— Ogle, do. 

— - Davis, a rose 

— Peck, a square of flannel 

— Bradford, a pair of wor- 
sted shoes 

— Gives, a cotton band 
•— Martin and Mrs* Ro]^ 

1 doB» oapkiM 
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Mr. and Mrs. Booth, a pair 
of shoes 

Mrs. Wood^ a bottle and ba- 
son 

Do, children, two little mugs 

Mrs.Williams, three nutmegs 

— - Cannon, a flannel skirt 

*-^ Jackson, two shirts 

William and Mary Goodman, 
a glass mug 

Mr. and Mrs. Smith, a pair 
of tea-tongs 

Mrs. Osmond's sister, a sil- 
ver boat 

— - Baillis, a shirt 

Mr. Harvey, 10^. CJ, 

His brother, 1/. Ijy. 

Henry Harvey, 10#. (W. 

Mrs. Harvey, 2 flannel skirts 

— Pye, a sliirt 

Hannali Wyatt, 3s. 

Maiy Powel, ditto 

Mary Ann Powel, a cap 

HanndfhJames,a flannel gown 

Mary Hasey, cotton stockings 

Joseph and Catherine Col- 
lins, and B. Careless, a tor- 
toiseshell box 

Timothy Pcarse and friends, 
a purple robe 

Mr. and M^s. Hollis, a silver 
boat 

Mr. Sherwood, a silver fruit 
dish 

Mrs. Lashey & family, a robe 



Mrs, Barton, six d^>kin0 
— • Scott^ flannel blanket and 

cap 
— * Higgiot, twtf caps 
— • St. John, two morning 

gowns 

— Douthwait,six night cups, 
and 12 napkins 

Mr. Makay, 22. 28. 

Mrs. Younghusbandy silver.' 

star aiul chain 
Alfred Goldsmith, a pretty 

sixpence 
Ann Goldsmith, do« shillinf 
Mrs. Tolhurst, 12. 1#. 
-^ Pittemore, silver spoon - 
Mr. Troup, bee-hive 

— W m . 1 Voup, a sugar baion 
Mrs. Eyre, a frock 

Mr. Cartwright, a pair of 
shoes 

— and Mrs. Tumey, a hat 
Mrs. llarwood, a silver barrel 
Mr. Pultney, a'comb 

— Freeman, a silver cup 
Mrs. Drew, a comb 

— Tolhurst, a pap-apoon 
Mr. Tolhurst, a table do* 

— John Tolhurst, do, 

— Hugh Carder, a desert do. 
MissDeborali Goldsmith^ a 

watch-holder v 

Mary Goldsmith^ dd* 

Mr. Hows' choir^ a ailfift 

ladle 
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Mr. Toley, a desert spoon 

— Roberts, ditto 

Mrs, Roberts, two shirts 

Jane Hows, and Joanna 
Hows, two shirts 

Mrs. Ivory, a small silver 
saucepan 

Mr. Lawenson, a larger do. 

Mrs. Owen, a silver candle- 
stick 

Mr. Owen, a silver medal 

Miss Owen, a piece of^gold 
coin 

Mr. and Mrs. Coles, a silver 
spoon, knife and fork 

— and Mrs. Beresford,2caps 

— Symons and son, a silk 
covering 

— Chanter, 21, 2a\ 

From Twickenham, a purple 

robe, lace cap 
From Gravesend and Chat- 
ham, a silver teapot, su- 
'gar-bason,*and a milk jug 
Mrs. C. Wood, a silyer mug 
Mary Brett, half a guinea 
Miss Taylor, two shirts 
Mrs. Bushell, a night cap 

— Baker, a shirt 



Mrs. Baker, Ilminster, bed- 
gown, and flannel 

Mr. Ingall & Mr. Lewis, a 
desert-spoon 

Mrs. Spurden, a silver mug 

— Cocks, a knife and fork 

— Gladdish's shepherd^ a 
crook 

— Esam, a laced cap 

— Bowerman, ditto 
A blind woman, 6d. 

Ann Holmes, a pair of socks 
Elizabeth Kewe, ditto 
Mrs. Robson, two flannel 
gowns 

— Baker, a pair of blue 
silk shoes 

— Wilson, a pair of straw 
coloured ditto 

— Bamby, a hat and feather 

— Clark, two shirts 

— Blue, a ribbon rose 
Sarah Trapstick, a ditto 
William Beadle, a flower 
Eliz. Elsom, a cap 
Jane Broad field, a box 
Susanna Seirs, a pair of shoes 
Thomas Grun, a pin 

Mrs. Lourik, a coral. 



Some few other articles of bady linen that were ticketed, were 
packed in the box, and not entered into the book, and 
some articles of plate that were sent, after Joanna South 
cott left her house, 17, Weston-place. 

Proved with the Codicils, 28th of April, 1816, by the oath 

of Ann Underwood^ the sole executrix. 
£800. aA2 . 
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OWEN FARREL, 

THE IRISH DWARF. 

This diminutive man wns born in the county of Cavan in 
Ireland, in the year 1716 ; lie was in the service of a Co- 
lonel at Dublin, as footman, and was afterwards carried 
about the country for a show, being but three feet nine 
inches high, yet so surprisingly strong, that he could cany 
four men, two sitting astride on eacli arm, and perform se- 
reral other feats of strength ; at last he came to London, 
where he begged about the streets. Some time before his 
death, he sold his body to Mr. Omrod, a surgeon, for a 
weekly allowance, who, after his dissolution, made a s]c^^^ 
ton of his bones, which was preserved in the museum of 
the Duke of Richmond, but must afterwards have beea 
distributed, for Dr. Hunter had one of his thigh bones in 
his museum, measuring only nine inches and a half. Gran- 
ger says of him : — " Nature deviated widely from its usi^ial 
walk, in givuig this dwarf but little more than half of the 
stature of a man, with the strength of two." Another 
writer tells us :~" He was so gross and massive in propor* 
tion to his height, that he presented us with a very dis- 
agreeable image." Owen always appeared dressed in. a 
leather coat, carrying his hat in one ]\and, and walki.ns 
with a large stick, with a curved head to it, in his other-*^ 
thus equipped, he never failed to draw attention, and was- 
continually hunted about by the idle and' miscliievous boy^^ 
tliough Ills formidable walking-stick made them keep at a 
respectful distance. There is no account of Farrers 
di^th, but the year 1/42, is engraved on a print of him, 
with a slietch of St. Paul's, Covent-garden, in the back- 
ground ; but in that he appears more like a giant than a 
dwarf ; the present portrait of him, is engraved from a very 
fine original painting of him, nearly the size of life^ now 
in the possession of the publisher of this work, 1815. 
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jx)cusrs. * 

This account of the Locusts which did vast damage in 
Wjillachia, Moldavia^ and Transylvania, in 1747-8; and of 
some swarms of which, in July and August, 1748, passed* 
into Hungary and Poland, was written 

£Y A GENTLEMAN RESIDING IN TRANSYLVANIA.. 

It is certain, that the locusts came into Transylvania from 
Wallachia and Moldavia, particularly through those narrow 
openings in the mountains, commonly called 'passes;* the 
most considerable of which, in the neighbourhood of Clau- 
senburg, is called ' the Pass of the Red Tower ;' and 
througli others not far from Carlstadt, which are common 
roads from Transylvania into Moldavia and Wallachia. 

The first swarms entered into Transylvania in August, 
1747 ; these were succeeded by others, which were so sur- 
prisingly numerous, that when they reached the Red- 
Tower, they were full four hours in their passage over 
that place ; and they flew so close, that they made a sort 
of noise in the air, by the beating of their wings against each 
other. The width of the swarm Was some hundreds of fa- 
thoms, and its height or density may be easily imagined to 
be more considerable, inasmuch as they hid the sun, and 
darkened the sky, even to that degree, when they flew 
low, that people could not know one another at the dis- 
tance of twenty paces. But as they were to fly over a 
river that runs in the vallies of the Red Tower, and could 
find neither resting-place nor food, being at length tired 
with their flight, one part of them lighted on the unripe 
corn on this side of the Red Tower, such as millet, Tur*- 
kish wheat, &c. ; another part pitched on a low wood'; 
where having miserably wasted the produce of the land^ 
thev continued their journey, as if a signal had been ac- 
tually given for a march. The guards of the Red Tower 
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attempted to stop their irruption into Transylvania by firing 
at them ; and indeed where the balls and shot swept 
through the swarm^ they gave way and divided ; but hav* 
ing filled up their ranks in a moment^ they proceeded on. 
their journey. 

They were of difTereut forms, according to their difiercnt 
ages ; for when, in the month of September^ some troopd 
of them were thrown to the ground by great rains, and 
other inclemency of the weather, and thoroughly soaked 
with wet, they crc{>t along in quest of holes in the earthy 
dung, and straw; where being sheltered from the rains, 
they laid a vast number of eggs, which stuck together by a 
viscid juice, and were longer and smaller than what is 
commoply called an ant's egg, very like grains of oats. The 
females, .having laid their eggs, die like the silk- worm; 
and the Transylvanians found by experience, that that 
swarm which entered into the fields by the Red Tower, did 
not seem to intend remaining there, but were thrown to the 
ground by the force of the wind, and there laid their eggs : 
a vast number of which being turned up, and crushed by 
the plough, in the beginning of the ensuing spring yielded 
a yellowish juice. 

In the spring of 1748, certain little blackish worms were 
seen lying in the fields and among the bushes, sticking to- 
gether, and collected in clusters, not unlike the hillocks of 
moles or ants. As nobody knew what they were, so there* 
was little or no notice taken of llicm j and in May they, 
were covered by the shooting of the corn sown in the win- 
ter. But the subsequent June discovered what those worms 
were ; for then, as the corn sown in the sprhig was pretty 
high, these creatures began to spread over the fields, and 
become destructive to the vegetables by their numbers. 
Then at length the country people, who had slighted the 
timely warning given them, began to repent of their neg- 
ligence I for, as these insects w^e now dispersed all over 
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the fields^ they could not be extirpated without injunng tkt 
com. ■, ^ 

At that time they diflfered little or nothing from common 
grasshoppers ; having their head^ sides^ and back of a daik 
colour^ with a yellow belly, and the rest of a reddish hne^ 
About the middle of June, according as they were hatch- 
ed^ sooner or later, they were generally a finger's flengfli^ 
or somewhat longer, but their shape and colour stiU oon-^ 
tiriued. :'. > 

Towards the end of June they cast offthebr outward 0OfiBr-> 
ing ; and then it plainly appeared that they had wbgs, ywif^ 
like the wings of bees, but as yet unripe and unesqisitd^ 
ed ; and their body was very tender, and of a yellowiih 
green ; then, in order to render themselves fit for flyfaig> 
they gradually unfolded their wings with their hindef fieet^ as 
flies do ; and as soon as any of them found themselves able 
to use their wings, they toared up ; by flying rounds the 
others were provoked to join them ; and thus their nun^bem 
increasing daily, they took circular fliglits of 30 or SO ynds 
wide, until they were joined by the rest, and, after misonUy 
laying waste the native fields, they proceeded dsewfaere 
in large troops. ' * • ^ 

Wherever those swarms happened to pitch, they spared 
no sort of vegetable J they ate up theyou^ig com, and the verf 
grass, but nothing was more dismal to behold than the landa 
in which they were hatched ; for they so greedily devoured 
every green thing there, before they would fly, that they 
left the ground quite bare. There was nothing to be feared 
in those places to which this plague did not reach before 
the autumn; for the locusts have not strength to fly 
to any considerable distance; but in the moniha of- July 
and August, and the beginning of September ; and «irai 
then, in changing their placea of residence, they seem to 
tend to warmer climates. 

Different methods of destruction are be employed, ftcotMU 
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ing to the age and state of these insects $ for iomt win be 
efiectual as soon as they are hatched ; o4hers when they begin 
to cnwri; and others, again, when they begin to fly. And ex- 
pcrienoe has taught the Transylvanians, that it would have 
been of great service, to have diligently sought out the 
places where the females lodged ; for nothing was more easy, 
than edrdvUy to visit those places in March and April, and 
to destroy their eggs or little worms, with sticks or briars } 
or if they were not to be beaten out of the bushes, dunghills, 
or heaps of straw, to set fire to them, as it has been in other 
places. But iu tlie summer, when they hav^ marched o«t 
of their spring quarters, and have invaded the corn-fields^ 
&c. it is a1mr>st impossible to extirpate them, without tho* 
roughly thrasliing the whole piece of land that harbours 
tbem with sticks or flails, and thus crushing the locusts with 
the produce of the land. 

Finally, when the corn is ripe, or nearly so, there is oo 
other metiiod of getting rid of them, or even of diminisliiiig 
their numbers, but to surround the piece of ground with a 
multitude of people, who might frighten them away whh 
bells, brass vessels, and all other sorts of noises. But even 
this method will not succeed, till the sun is pretty high, so 
as to dry the corn from the dew ; for otherwise they will 
either stick to the stalks, or lie hid under the grass. But 
when they happen to be driven to a waste piece of groundj^ 
they are to be beaten witli sticks or briars ; and if they gather 
tc^ther in heaps, straw or litter may be thrown over thcoi, 
and set on fire. But this method seems rather to lessea 
thchr numbers, than totally destroy them ; for many of them 
lurk under the grass, or thick corn, and in the fissures of the 
ground, from the sun's heat : hence it is requisite to repeat 
this operation several times, in order to diminish their num- 
bers, and consequently the damage done by them. It will 
llkewtse be of use, where a large troop of diem has pitched^ 
to dig a long trench, of an ell in width and depthj and place 
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several persons along its edges, provided with brooms, and 
such like things, while another numerous set of people 
form a semicircle, that takes in both ends of the trench, 
and encompasses the locusts, and by making the noise ^bove- 
mentioned, drive them into the trench ; out of which, if 
they attempt to escape, those on the edges are to sweep 
them back, and then crush them with their brooms and 
stakes, and bury them, by throwing in the earth again. 

But when they have begun to fly, there should be horse- 
men on the watch in the fields, who, on any appearance of 
the swarm taking wing, should immediately alarm the neigh- 
bourhood by a certain signal, that they might come and 
fright them from their lands, by all sorts of noise ; ^d if 
tired with flying, they happen to pitch on a waste piece of 
land, it will be very easy to kill them with sticks and broon^s 
in the evening, or early in the morning, w*hile they are 
wet with the dew, or any time of the day, in rainy weather, 
for then they are not able to fly. 

It has been already noticed^ • that if the weather be cold 
or wet in autumn, they generally hide themselves in secret 
places, where they lay their eggs, and then die ; hence great 
care should be taken at this tune^ When the ground is heed 
of its crop, to destroy them, before they lay their eggs. 

In tlve month of September, 1743f certain intelligenct 
was received, that several swarms of locusts came out of 
Wallachia into Transylvania, through the usual inlets, and 
took possession of a tract of land in the neighbourhood of 
Clausberg, near three miles in length j where it was not 
possil^le to save thp millet and Turkish wheat from these 
devQurers. 

The figgs of these animals, which have been preserved in 
dry mould, have produced nothing; but those that hav^ 
been preserved in mould moistened with water from^time 
to time, gave early in the spring of 1749, some of these 
grasshoppw^ T\^ little ones were, soon after they came 
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fortli, nf tlir si/r nearly of ordinary tiivH : they had idready 

thr form of f:rMK.sli(»p|)rr!<iy but llicy liml hn ycsi no wiiig.H. 

Tills ohsvrvntioii nIicwn, tlini ilic uutlior of the foroffomg 

ncrount mm niiNtakrii; wlicn he* anp, '* these hiticcts had at 

first the forin of /(rubN or Miiiall woruiN." They change ihrir 

shim several trnvn^ but thi^y do not acquire wingsi till U>c| 

liavr rhanijed for the; bust tiuic. 

Tlir gni.s.sho|)])cr^ takrn in Kn^landi in 17'1H« have beet) 

ronipurrd with tlioM* tliat have bern sent over from llungiiry 

aind I\)lun() that huuh' yeur^ and they havr: been found to be 

])erfeetly of the sanir Kind. Tiiero are in Sir IIuum Sloi^nc't 

(*r)1leeti()n, (mt vol. K page* 2S), of hiN History of Jamftictt)| 

^onle of the same sort of locusts or graskhoppersi prcMcr\'i*d 

In spirits ()f wine, and which were taken up hrri;! above 30 

years I)eforr, and an^ exactly like tliosc from i^lgypt and 

lliirhary. 

Phil. Tranx. Vol. 46, p, 30. 

r,Vnf. A%. 17^9, p. 43K 
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Morchi 1764. At the be^inninf; of thiii montbi a girl 
wafi born near Toulon, in France, whose whole flice re- 
cembled a harf , excepting her carN ; nIic wan otherwlNe fair 
nnd well shaped. Her mother declnres, that nhe had a 
atrong inclination to rat tlie raw lumrt of n liare, which her 
husband brought home ono day, during the* early part of her 
prognnncy, but could not prevail with hcMcIf to make known 
her dcjiirc. Another very remarkalde fact in reUtt^l, of a lady 
w1h> waM in the habit of giving charity to a poor man who 
had loHt hia right arm : Mho waa noon after delivered of a aon^ 
who wanted hin right hand ; and when thin son woa grown 
1o maturity and married, had alsio n don bom without a 

han4« 

Aimual Regiitcr, 1764, p. 61^ 
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THE FOUNTAIIyr TREE, 

FROM DR. GiJlSS's HISTORY OF THB CANARY ISLANDS. 

There arc only three fountains of water in the island, 
of Ilierro, wherein the fountain-tree grows, but the sup- 
ply of water from them is very scanty. ITie district in 
whicli tlie tree stands, is called ' Tigulahe,' near to which^ 
and in the cliff, or steep rocky ascent that surrounds the 
whole island^ is a narrow gulley, which commences at the 
sea^ and continues to the summit of the clilT^ where it joins 
or coincides with a valley, which is terminated by the 
steep front of a rock. On the top of this rock grows a 
tree called in the language of the ancient inhabitants^ 
* Garse, Sacred or Holy Tree,* which for many years ha^ 
been preserved sound, entire, and fresh. Its leaves con- 
stantly distil such a quantity of water as is sufficient to fur- 
nish drink to every living creature in Hierro; nature having 
provided this remedy for the drought of the island. It is 
situated about a league from the sea. Nobody knows of 
what species it is, only that it is called Til. It is distinct 
from other trees, and stands by itself; the circumference of 
the trunk is about twelve spans, the diameter four, and ia 
height from the ground to the top of the highest branch, 
forty spans ; the circumference of all the branches together 
is about one hundred and twenty feet. The branches are 
thick and extended; the lowest commence about the height 
of an ell from the ground : its fruit resembles the acorn, 
and tastes something like the kernel of a pine apple, but is 
softer and more aromatic ; the leaves of this tree resemble 
those of the laurel, but are larger, wider, and more curved ; ■ 
they come forth in a perpetual succession, so that the tree 
always remains green. On the north side of the tree, are 
two large tanks or cisterns, of ro,ugh stones, or rather one 
ci::torn divided, each half'being 20 feet square, and 16 spans 

3b 3 
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in dcptli. One of these contains water for the drinking of 
the inhabitants, and the other they uie for their catdci 
washing, and such like purposes. Every morning, near 
this part of the island, a cloud, or mist arises from the leOy 
which the south or easterly winds force agdnst the fore- 
mentioned steep cliff, so that the cloud having no vent but 
by tlic gutter, gradually ascends it, and from thence ad- 
vances slowly to the extremity of the valley, while it is 
stopped and checked by the front of the rock which termt- 
iiates the valley, and then rests upon the thick leaves and 
wide spreading branches of the tree, from whence it diatila 
in drops during the remainder of the day, until it is at 
length exhausted, in the same manner that we see water drip 
from the leaves of trees after a heavy shower of rain. Thb 
distillation is not peculiar to the Garse or Til, for the Bresasi 
which grow near it, likewise drop water ; but their leaves 
being but few and narrow, the quantity is so trifling, that 
though the natives save some of it, yet they make little or 
no account of any but what distils from the Til, which to» 
gethcr with the water of some fountains, and what is saved 
in the winter-season, is sufficient to serve them and their 
flocks. This tree yields most water in those years when the 
Levant, or easterly winds, have prevailed for a continuance ; 
for by these wiiids only the clouds or mists are drawn hither 
from the sea. A person lives on the spot near which this 
tree grows, who is appointed by the council to take care of 
it and its water, and is allowed a house to live in, with a 
certain salary. lie every day distributes to each family of 
the district seven pots or vessels full of water, besides whM 
he gives to the principal people of the island. 

Whether the tree which yields water at the present time^ 
be the same as that mentioned in the above description, f ' 
cannot pretend to determine; but it is probable there has 
been a succession of them ; for Pliny, describing the For- 
tunate island, says,-— ^^ In the mountains of Ombrion are 
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trees resembling the plant ferula, from wliich water may 
be procured by pressure. What comes from the black kind 
is bitter^ but that which the white yields is sweet and po- 
table/' 

Trees yielding water ate not peculiar to the island of 
Hierro, for travellers inform us of one of the same kind on 
the island of St. Thomas, in the bight or gulph of Guiney. 
In Cockburn's Voyages, we find the following account of a 
dropping-trec, near the mountains of Vera Paz, in Ame- 
rica. " On the morfting of the fourth day we came out on a 
large plain, where were great numbers of fine deei', and in 
tlie middle stood a tree of unusual size, spreading its 
branches over a vast compass of ground. Curiosity led us 
up to it ; we had perceived, at some distance off, the ground 
about it to be wet, at which we began to be somewhat sur- 
prized, as well knowing there had no rain fallen for near six 
months past, according to the certain coiirse of the season in 
that latitude ; that it was impossible to be occasioned by the 
fall of dew on the tree, we were convinced, by the sun's 
having power to exhale away all moisture of that naf ufe, a 
few minutes after its rising. At last, to our great amaze- 
ment, as well as joy, we saw the water dropping, or as it 
were distilling, fast from the end of every leaf of this won- 
derful (npr had it been aihiss if I had said miraculous) tree; 
at least it was so with respect to us,, who had been labouring 
four days, through extreme heat, without receiving the 
least moisture, and were now almosi expiring for the want 
of it. 

We could not help lookfhg on this as liquor sent from 
Heaven to comfort us under great extremity. We catched 
what we could of it in our hands, and drank very plentifully 
of it, and liked it so well, that we could hardly prevail 
with ourselves to give over. A matter of ihis nature could 
not but excite us to make the strictest observations con- 
cerning it, and accordingly We staid under the tree near 
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three hoars, and found we could not fathom its body in fife 
times. We observed the soil where it grew to be vciy stony ; 
and upon the nicest enquiry we could afterwards mak^j 
both of the natives of the country and the Spanish inhabr- 
tants, we could not learn there was any such tret kncywn 
throughout New Spain^ nor perhaps all America over ; but 
I do not relate this as a prodigy of nature^ because I am frot 
philosopher enough to ascribe any natural cause for it; the 
learned may perhaps give substantial reasons in nature fbt 
what appeared to us a great and marvellous secret." 

Annual Register, 17^> p* H^* 



ACCOUNT OF AN 

EXTRAORDINARY DROUGHT, 

ON THE ISLAND OF SUMATBA, 
BY WILLIAM MARSDBK^ ESO. 

This phenomenon was observed in the year 1/75 J the 
S»E. or dry monsoon, set in about the middle of June^ and 
continued with very little interruption till the month of 
March in the following year. So long and severe a drought 
had not been experienced there in the memory of the oldest 
man. The verdure of the ground was burnt up, the trees 
were stripped ^f their leaves, the springs of water failed, 
and the earth every where gaped in fissures. For som5 
• time a copious dew falfing in the night, supplied the de-f 
ficiency of rain ;^but this did not last long, yet a thick fog, 
which rendered the neighbouring hills invisible for months 
together, and nearly obscured the sun, never ceased to 
hang over the land, and add a gloom to the prospect al* 
ready but too melancholy. The Europeans on the coast 
suffered extremely by sickness ; about a fourth part of the 
whole number being carried oflF by fevers and other biKous' 
distempers ; the depression of spirits which they labouredT 
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imder^ not a little contributed to hasten the fatal efFects/— 
The natives also died in great numbers. 

In the month of November that year, the dry season hav* 
ing then exceeded its usual period,*and the S.E. winds con- 
tinuing with unremitting violence, the sea was observed 
to be covered^ to the dlstaace of a mile, and in some pl^cef 
a league from shore, with fish floating on the surface.*-^ 
Great quantities of them were at the same time driven 09 
the beach or left there by the tide, some quite alive, others 
dying, but the greatest part quite dead. The fish thus found^ 
were not of one, but various species, both large and small, flat 
and round, the cat-fish and mullet beinf^ generally the most 
prevalent. The numbers were prodigious, and overspread 
the shore to the extent of some degrees) of this I had 
ocular proof or certain information, and probably they ex^ 
tended a considerable way farther than I had an opportu^ 
nity of making inquiry. Their first appearance was suddenj 
but though the numbers diminished, they continued to be^ 
thrown up, ' in some parts of the coast, for at least a month^ 
furnisliing the inhabitants with food, which, though at- 
tended with no immediate ill coiwiequences, probably fcon- 
tributed to the unhealthiness so severely felt. No alteration 
in the weather had been remarked for many days previous 
to their appearance. The thermometer stood as usual at 
the time of the year, at about 85®. 

Various were the conjectures formed as to the cause of 
this extraordinary phenomenon, and almost as various and 
contradictory were the consequences deduced by the natives 
from an omen so portentous ; some inferring the eontinu- 
ance, and others, with equal plausibility, a relief from tlie 
dcoughl. With respect to the cause, I must confess my*^ 
self at a lo^s to account for it satisfactorily. If I might.haza!r4 
^ conjecture^ and it is not offered as any thing more, I would 
suppose, that the sea requires the mixture of a due propor- 
tion of fresh water to temper it9 saline quality, and enable 
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R certain species of fish to subsist on it. Of this salubrious 
correction it was deprived for an unusual space of time^ 
not only by the want of rain^ but by the ceasing of numy 
rivers to flow into it^ whose sources were dried up. I rode 
across the mouths of several perfectly dry, which I had often 
before passed in boats. The fish^ no longer experiencing 
this refreshment^ necessary, as it would seem, to their exist* 
tence^ sickened and perished, as in a corrupted element. 

Phil. Trans. Vol. 71, p. 383, 



FIGURES IN A WOMAN's EYES, 



February, 1764, A woman was then living at Buch^ near 
Versailles, the iris of whose eyes was divided into 12 sections, 
forming an exact dial, the figures resembling those on the 
small watches that are included In rings to wear on the fin* 
ger. She was bom with this peculiarity^ an^ yet has the 
perfect use of her sight. 

Annual Register^ 1764> p. 34, 



A WHITE NEGRO. 

&Iay, 1764. M*Castillion laid before the Royal Academy 
at Berlin, an authentic account received from Surinam, of a 
pegro perfectly virhite, born of a father and mother of the 
blackest hue ; and also of a whole family of negroes, not far 
from the town of Parimaribo, born with four fingers with* 
out a thumb, and whose feet assumed, where the toes usu* 
fJIy begin, the form of a lobster's claw. 

An7mal Register^ 1764^ P- T^t 
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tion^ all that constitutes the wealth of one of the firftt 
cities in the world. The use of these machines was prohi- 
bited in France, and the Consular Government coiliided to 
me alone the direction of night balloons, which 1 conceived 
and introduced into the national Ktes. 

*^ Convinced of the direction of the wind, I hastened the 
filling of the balloon, and at 5 P.M. I filled the pilot baU 
loon, which Mrs. Sheridan did me the honour to launch. — 
It seemed to me that I was conciliating the favour of Hea- 
ven, by the interference of the Graces. This pilot balloon 
ascended quickly, and was soon out of sight, marking 
my career towards the north-east. While the anxious 
crowd were following the path of my little pilot, I suspended 
the parachute to the balloon : this painful and difficult 
operation was executed with all possible address, by the as- 
sistance of the most dbtinguished personages, llie para- 
chute was gradually suspended, and the breeze, which was 
very gentle, did not produce the least obstacle. At length 
I hastened to ballast my cylindrical bark, and to place my- 
self in it ; a sight which the public contemplated with deep 
interest ; it seemed at that moment as if every heart beat in 
unison ; for, though I have not the advantage of speaking 
English, every one understood my signs. I ascertained the 
height of the barometer, which was at 29 inches and a half. 
I now pressed the moment of my departure, and the pe- 
riod of my fulfilling my engagements with the British pub- 
lic. All the cords were cut; I rose amidst the most ex- 
pressive silence, and launching into infinite space, discovered 
from on high the countless multitude that sent up their 
sfghs and prayers for my safety. My parachute, in the 
form of a dome over my head, had a majestic effect. I 
quickened my ascending impulse, and rose through light 
and thin vapours, where the cold informed me that I was 
entering into the upper region. 1 followed attentively the 
route I was taking, and perorived I bad reached the extre* 

3c 2 
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mity of the city^ and that immense fields and meadowv of- 
fered themselves for my descent. I examined my baronnetery 
which I found had fallen to 43 inches. The iky was ekar^ 
the moment favourable, and I threw down my flag» to endM* 
vour to shew the people assembled that 1 was on the paint 
of cutting the cord that suspended me between Heaven and 
Earth. I made every necessary disposition ; prepared Wf 
ballast, and measured with my eye the vast space that le* 
parated me from the rest of the human race. I felt raof 
courage confirmed by the certainty of my combinations be* 
ing just. I then took out my knife, and with a liand firoi^ 
from a conscience void of reproach, and wbkh bad never 
been lifted against any one but in the field of victory^ I cut 
the cord. My balloon rose, and 1 felt myself prectpitafecd 
with a velocity which was checked by the sudden unfoUU 
ing of my parachute. 1 saw that all my calculalkms woe 
just, and ray mind remained calm and serene. I endcap 
voured to modulate my gravitation, and the oscillation 
which I experienced, increased in proportion as I approached 
tlie breeze that blows In the middle regions : nearly ten mi* 
luites had elapsed, and 1 felt that the more time I took in 
descending, the safer I should|rcach the g/ound. At lengtk 
I perceived tliousands of persons, some on horseback^ and 
others on foot, following me *, all of whom encouraged me 
by their wishes, while they opened their arms to receive me. 
I came near the earth, and, after one bound, I landed^ and 
((uittcd tlie parachute without any shock or acccident. 
The first person that came to me pressed me in his arms ; 
but, without losing any time, I employed myself in detach* 
ing the principal circle of the parachute, anxious to save 
tlie instrument that so well guaranteed me ; but a crowd 
soon surrounded me*-laid hold of me, and carried me in 
triumph, till an indisposition, the consequence and e£Eect of 
the oscillation 1 had experienced, obliged the procession to 
iitop. I was the n seized with a painful vomiting, which I 
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usually experience for several hours, after a descent in a 
parachute. The interval of a moment, however, permit- 
ted me to get on horseback; a numerous cavalcade ap- 
proached to keep off the crowd, whose enthusiam and trans- 
ports incommoded me not a Uttle.— •The Duke of Yc»k was 
among the horsemen> and the procesaon proceeded with great 
difficulty in the midst of the crowd, who shouted forth their 
applause, and had before them the tri-coloured flag, which 
I had thrown down, and which was carried by a Member 
of Parliament. Among the prodigious concourse of per- 
sons on foot, I remarked Lord Stanhope, from whom I re- 
ceived the counsels of a scientific man, and who penetrated 
through the crowd to shake hands with me. . 

^^ At length, after several incidents, all produced, by the 
universal interest with which I was honoured, I withdrew 
from the crowd, without any other accident, than that of 
having had my right foot jammed between th^ horse I rode^ 
Bnd a horseman who pressed too cfose to me. My para- 
chute was preserved as well as could be expected ; ^ few of 
the cords only wwecut. 

^^ Among the congratulations I have> had the honour of 
receiving from the most distinguished persons, I have not 
had any more flattering than those from Sir Sydney Smith, 
who came to me, with General Douglas, on purpose, as he 
said to me, to shake hands with a brave man. This com- 
pliment is of the greatest value, from the mouth of one of 
the bravest soldiers in Europe. 

** I now enjoy the pleasure of having fulfilled my engage- 
ments with the public, to whom I owe every acknowledg- 
ment and thanks, for tlie encouragement I have received 

from them. 

*' Gaenbain." 

According to Mr. Gamerin's calculation, he had been 
to the heiglit of 4154 French feet. The balloon tell on 
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the next day, near Frindsham-mill, three miles bejrood 
Farnham, in Surrey. 

Much wonder was excited by the first ascension of a man 
in a balloon ; but surely the descent of a man from an 
exalted balloon to the earth, without harm, is far more 
wonderful ) it is however, an experiment [as daring as it is 
terrific! 



INTBRKSTINO SKBTCH OF THK LIFE AND ECCBNTRICITLBS 

OF THB LATB 

IlEV. ISAAC GOSSET, D. D. F. R. S. 

Dr. Gossbt, son of Isaac Cosset, (whose family had long 
distinguished itself in the art of modelling in wax), was 
born in Berwick-street, opposite the French chapel, in tlie 
year 1744. He w^^ educated at Dr. Walker's, in Mile-, 
end, where he learned the rudiments of the Latin, Greek, 
Hebrew, and Arabic languages, with great rapidity and cX'- 
traordinary success. At an early age, he evinced an asto- 
nishing retention, recollecting with ease the date of any 
particular person's birth, iind the various dates of books. 
He laughed heartily at Oslxjrn's I^atinity, in his vcrmilnu 
exosHs, for erosusy and Uber Jhnioxmimus. The delicacy 
of Dr. Gossct's constitution, and the tenderness of his frame, 
prevenf ed his growth, and checked his fair proportion ; but 
did not depress his sjiirits, or curb his imagination. Whilst 
his sch(H)l-re]l()Ws were amusing themselves with marblcsj 
trap'lidll, nnd tin: like, little Isaac was bending over a new 
collection of folios, quartos, and duodecimos, fresh imported, 
and marking all those which had ed'Uio o]}t. after them : 
thus he acquired a perfect knowledge of the best editions of 
his favourite books. On leaving Dr. Walker's seminary, 
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he was consigned to Dr. Kennicott^ at Exeter college, 
and placed under Mr. Hinton, a tutor of great celebrity. 

Gosset had not been long at the university, before he 
found out Fletcher, in the Turl, and Dan. Prince, opposite 
the Clarendon. To these gentlemen he paid frequent visits,* 
and astonished them with his premature, and under-gradu- 
ate knowledge of editions. His good humour, communica- 
tive temper, and social disposition, made him welcome in 
every staircase. Having advanced in his academical career, 
and taken his first degree, he left Oxford ; but returned to 
be made Master of Arts, and again to have a Doctor of Di- 
vinity's hood, for which he went out grand compounded. 

Dr. Gosset lived in Newman-street, and preached at Con- 
duit Chapel. As a preacher, he was greatly admired, for 
his delivery was elegant, his language fine, and his argu- 
ments forcible. Before he became D. t). he married the 
daughter of Mr. Hill, a timber-merchant, with a fortune of 
6000/., who fell in love with him for his preaching. On 
account of his diminutive size, he 'was obliged to be ele- 
vated in the pulpit, upon two hassocks : during one of his 
sermons^ he slipped off, and was missed, for some minutes, 
by the congregation. 

The Doctor was- a cheerful companion, full of life and 
animation, having always some pleasant anecdote to relate. 
Soon after his marriage, he set up his chariot ; and when he 
became a father, he was exceedingly proud of exhibiting his 
son. His politics were highly in favour of liberty : he has 
been heard to declare, that he should be happy to see Pitt 
^ug up again and hanged. At home, be took particular 
care nothing should be wasted ; the following anecdote will 
serve to shew his econbmy. Being once desirous of having 
some alterations and repairs about his house, he sent for the 
surveyor and carpenter. The former gave his opinion, and 
the carpenter received orders to begin ; but to his great sur- 
prise, the doctor brought him a large quantity of old crooked 
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^Jlacied himself so ill, as to keep his bed for two or three 
I 9Bf8y and went blubbering about the town, to every person 
r feo deigned to listen to him, the probable injury it might 
A him in his business. Yet this very man could wantonly, 
with the feelings of so respectable a character as Dr. 
, jtooset, and publicly exhibit two caricatures he had caused 
I%jbe engraved, under the title of a pretty copy, and the 
\Qi^es of an old friend in a new beaver \" 
Dr. Gosset had worn a cocked hat for many years ; but 
the appearance of the first print, ^^ A Pretty Copy,** he 
•tinged the three-cornered one for a round hat. However, 
^t^^the appearance of the second print, he did not gratify the 
^ratjtor by another change, through the persuadons of his 
^'^I^P^dsy who advised him not to quit the sales, as he had 
^ ^l^fefuiined, but to keep his grpund, as the ridicule woulcP 
■' MOD die away. Indeed the Doctor's dress was always the 

Vine; 
*:■ ,-; The Doctor was uncommonly communicative and m- 
^' ^^nictive, not only in the titles and contents of books 
of f^,. denominations, of what they were worth, what 
t)>ey had sold for, and what they would bring at Chris- 
tie's, Leigh^s and Lochee's ; but in what they contained, 
in numberless instances, that was not announced on their 
backs, and what they ought to have, to be perfect and com- 
plete. He knew also the private marks of different book-* 
sellers, and could tell how they valued their property at ten 
pr twenty years, when the same article returned into their 
hiuods. He had seen great revolutions in books and buyers; 
In his time, the first Psalter, of 1481, was sold at Wilcox's, 
to Mr. Jackson of Leicester, for 5s, and resold to Dr. As- 
kew, for five guineas, and at Dr. Askew's sale for sixteen. 
]EIe had seen Dr. Farmer give 5s, 9d. for Painter's Palace 
of Pleasure, and the same book resell for twenty guineas. 
The Doctor was extremely hurt with Isaac Herbert, nephew 
of William Herbert, editor of Ame*s Topography, for the 
VOL. V. 3d 
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prodigal dispersion of the invaluable library of the black 
letter store, which had been treasured up at Cheshunt, in 
Hertfordshire, from the time Mr. Herbert retired from pub- 
lie business, on tlie destruction of his shop and warehonsey 
at London-bridge, by fire. This library contained a greater 
variety of scarce works, by the early printers, than eoidd 
be found in any of the most noted in the kingdom ; and 
the scattering of those works gave the Doctor great un- 
easiness. 

The subjert of this memoir was always ready to assist his 
friends with his valuable advice in the purchase of books ; 
and as he bought largely for himself^ whenever an article by 
accident or design was run up to an unconscionable price, 
he would whisper to the disappointed man, ^* I have a da« 
plicate of that book, and you shall have it fot what it cost 
me." Every sqch book he brought the next day to the sale, 
with generally this remark : — " I told you so much ; bat I 
find it was loss." The Doctor was however anxious for all 
the best editions, and whenever there was one knocked 
down to him, he would tell some of those who had bid, that 
he had another copy of the book which should be at their 
service for their own money ; by these means he got abut 
of his inferior editions. 

Classical and theological books were the Doctor's 
fovouritcs. When the library of the lute Mr. Richard 
Forster, jeweller, of Richmond-buildings, Soho, was an- 
nomieed to be sold, Doctor Gossct told his son and execu- 
tor, Richard Forster, whom he had known by his attending 
sales to bid for his father during his illness, that he did. not 
tliink he should be the purchaser of any of the books, as 
they chiefly consisted of scarce plays, and similar productnna. 
He was, however, liberal of his advice to this young man—* 
^^ Never think of marrioge,*' said he, '^ and if the thought 
should occur, take down a book and begin to read uiitS H 
vanishes." He conjured him never to be witboot bcyoki, 
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5nd if he had no room' for them to erect a shelf on the sttor- 
case. The Doctor was likewise ready to assist every yonhg 
man when first entering trade, by his salutary warning to 
prevent him from being taken in. 

The eccentricities of Dr. Gosset were truly harmless i 
when unemployed, he used to set one leg over another, 
(for no man had a more delicately shs^ed leg), and {tttk 
out every little particle that made his stocking uneven, tak- 
ing the utmost pains to remove any flue or dust. So ex- 
ceedingly attached was he to his library, that when it was 
to be moved, he worked an^ fretted himself almost to death; 
and when carried away, he actually sat on the steps, and 
cried like a child, for fear any of his best editions might be 
ilamaged. 

Thou^ he purchased no plays, as already hinted, he was 
not averse to the play-house. He went to see the covpoh 
lent Stephen Kemble perform Falstaif, at the new theatre^ 
royal, Drury-lane ; but having left the boxes, '^ he had losft 
himself," as he expressed it, ^^ baring gone jnto a pri- 
vate room, among several ladies; and had he not been 
fortunately conveyed oat of the strange room by a. friend, 
he could not have guessed the consequences that might have 
ensued.'' It may indeed be said, that the managers of the 
London winter theatres, have, in erecting them, studied 
privatej as well as public amusement. 

To theological learning, the Doctor's attention during his 
latter years, had been principally directed, and in the de* 
partmcnt of fiiblical criticism, his erudition was accurate 
and profound. Preferment he never courted, and never 
acquired. It was well observed of Dr. Gosset, by the learned 
translator of Epictetus, that in his happier hours of social 
intercourse, the disadvantages of his person were forgotten 
in the graces of his conversation. 

Dr. Gosset contributed his assistance to Bowycr's ^' Cri* 
tical Conjectures on the New Testament ;" but this is the 

3j>2 
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only literary work his name b attached to. It if probable, 
that a fastidiousness respecting his productions withheld him 
from publishing them ; or else by deferring contmually the 
completion of his designs, they finally failed of execution. 
It is certain that he had made considerable progress in a 
work of ^'Annotations on the Greek New Testament;'' but 
the public have to regret that he did not live to finish it. 

As the Doctor had secluded himself from society a short 
time before his death, it was suspected that he laboured 
under some domestic uneasiness. A friend, who had miss- 
ed him for some time, called .upon him, but found him 
very much dejected. He died suddenly, in Newman-atreet, 
December 16, 1812. He left behind him two sons and one 
daughter : his eldest son is a distinguished preacher, uid 
his younger son, (who had obtained a prize medal at the 
university of Cambridge), has been bred up to the law. 
One of the Doctor's sons used to call in the carriage for hii 
father, when he was at a sale, and sometimes his wife. 

Doctor Gosset having had a handsome fortune left him by 
his own father, which, like his father, he improved by dab» 
bling in the stocks, was enabled to leave his sons 50,0001. 
each, and his daughter 20,000{. 

We shall conclude this article with the following poetical 
effusion, which appeared in the Gentleman's Magazine, foe 
February, 1813, entitled, 

THE TEARS OF BOOKSELLERS. 

When Gosset fell, 

Leigh rang his knell, 

And Sotheby *gan to vapour j 

For I *ve been told. 

That folios sold 

Indignant for waste-paper. 

The trade all swear, 
They *re in despair, 
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At so severe a crisis ; 

For all agree^ 

'Twas only he 

Supplied the town with prices. 

Shop^ stall, and sHed, 

Lament him dead. 

And blubber o'er his carcass, 

Ah me, the day ! 

Cries sad Lochee, 

Ah me ! replies the Marquis* 

Words are but faint. 

The woes to paint. 

Of Maltby and of Relham. 

Payne sobs and cries. 

And Cuthell's eyes / 

Are big as tears can swell 'em. 

Not classic Lunn, 

Nor Jeffery's fun. 

Nor Evans' first appearance. 

No means were found 

Could bring him round. 

And give liim a rehearance* 

Then learn all ye. 

Who visit Leigh, 

To buy, or to be bought in. 

You '11 soon or late, 

Share Gosset's fate. 

And your own lot be caught in. 



I 
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A PETRIFIED BEJEHIVE. 

ACCOUNT OF A PRTfilFIBD BB^UIV9> P|8CaVSRgD ON THK 
MOUNTAINS OF SIOUT, IN UPPER BGYPT* 

BY MR. LIPPI^ LICBNTIATB IN PHYSIC OF T^JL ARMV OF PARIS. 

M. LiFPi founds on those mountains^ at the eptrance of 
a Tast cavcruj a body of real stone^. of an irregular figure^ 
bat quite porous, which he had the curiosity to open. He 
was very much surprised to see the whole divided into oval 
cells^ of three lines in brcadtli^ and four lines in length, 
placed all manner of ways about each other, but no where 
communicating, all of them lined with a very thin mem«- 
branc^ and what was more wonderful, each inclosing a mag- 
got, or a fly, perfectly like a bee. The maggots wore very 
hard and very solid, and might pass for petrified ; but the 
flics were only dried up, and well preserved -as ancient 
mummies; and small oval grains, which ap^^red to be 
eggs, were often found under them. There was at the bot- 
tom of many of th^ cells, a thick juice, blackish, very hard, 
appearing red, when exposed to the light, very sweet, mak- 
ing the saliva yellow, and inflammable as resin. It was, in 
short, real honry ; but who should ever think of finding ho- 
ney in the bosom of a stone ? 

M. LippI eoiiceivf s that this was a natural hive, which 
at first iuul been foiliicd in a loose, light, and sandy earth, 
and afterwards was petrified by some particular accident. 
The animals that inhabited it were surprised by the petrifac- 
tion, and, as it were, fixed in the state they were then found. 
Th(!ir dried up mucosity had formed the membrane that 
lined the cells. At ti\e time when the hive was yet soft, 
the bees went out of it to seek their food, and made their 
honey in it. 

Still seeking, in the same place, other particulars to clear 
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Up this fact^ M. Uppi fWhl^ m senMd {nrtWi ^^ t^Utt* 

nin^ of a lik« hive. It wW> Ii9)l#ef», fii^iMCMt^ftMMt 

of ft (dumber of linle «^s^ Ito the IJMtf paif op^' ftild tMI^ 

txinltig the Uniibal iii tft^te dilMeot Atilte^ iNiedtMi^ 

and very h«hl^ M 1Nrdt'B9 tife K^i. If« M«r1tii!ndWi m- 

due of the Kf^b^ « ^eMij^ eMkfOk^^^htap ^ V^ 

hOIoeks, of tkbMl fti^ ffiiM iti" 6^^ i^ tli^lodr ffli ^' 

metef ftt fiheif ta^/ Th«t ^^^^ gWMeliAUi^ df^ 

into dust^ and nearly resembled tiie hilU'?iBM)#tt'il)i Vf Hilt 

nfioles. M. Upfi opetted theA; B;^ MrMi^JSt^f i^t^ 

tbefli,4tid fblHidi«efi^6](ii&ctf Ol^tiif^Uf^ 

ffiled with AJreBMrtt^g^ aAdfWii^^ 

them entirety. Itis'etOf fo coiMAfe] fJUX^^M-Affit^^ 

dbce formed; se^^ftrU dthrtMf tile'^ilkr'r^^ MllieltfftMiia^ 

tnte the whole ib#.- Boi feb#(W« tM9« 1^ 't^U^f 

Whence €(Mne4 Ae ieSiflIt tik^ 

th^sUiimal^aMyiftiiitlM} 'ieh&^liliWmfy.'^^ta^ 

lit so^ greftt ft qtmtlkf ? • ^Tliltf 2» tkd^'jht^diimi - tfift' a Wfaj^ 

e«6 malfe lis ^tftfiaSilied^A fl& Wiitti^ «f HdHVI^: ^ * ' 

r i * " • • ' 

RECOVERY OF SPEECH. 



EXTRAORDINARY CA6B OF BIBKRY AXFORD, WHO HAVIKfl 
BEEN DBlilfi' t6R A-W ifflfllM '^f' ^fAiA^ V ttti/ fh 9LET> THB 
USE OF UlS XONGUBy BT A,FEIGHTKUI« |Ul£AM., 

BSUkTBD <y TUitf RliV* MBi. 4M:QMfMQ|7iM»mB^ KRit9:> 

• • ' • ■ ' . ^. 

Henry Axforp; son of tteiir^ jfad^^ Denses, m 

V^tshire^ an attdmi^^ when a (£(H^ . was subjesift to 
Vnlmn fits^ wldsh foDbwedt fiuii pire<i[y! {reqiientljr .£&[. ji 
was about 25 years otd';' he prrceKr^ a ^oaTsene^ ^V^SLm 
on him, w&ich Was iodii >ift<!i' &t«i[^i^ ^ ilii^^^ 



toiDB of a common vtoUlf till in about nix dayN after Iiis firHf 
Mizurc, he became quite i«pecchleii5i, not only loving the arti- 
culate uiie of hiH tongue, but being scarcely able to make 
the least noiiie with it. His cold Noon went off in the uaual 
manner, and he got quite as well in health as ever he had 
in his life ; but still continued absolutely speechless. He 
had advi(*e from all the neighbouring physicians, but to no 
purpose ; for nothing they did could restore him to the for- 
mer use of his tongue, 

fie ccmtinued in this dumb way about four years ] till one 
day, in the year 1741, he got very much in liquor, so much, 
that on his return home at night to Devises, he fell from 
his horse three or four times, and was at laitt taken up by a 
neighbour, and put to bed in a house on the road. He soon 
fell asleep ; when dreaming that he was fallen into a fur- 
nace of boiling wort, it put him into so great an agony of 
fright, that struggling with all his might to call out for 
help, he actually did call out aloud, and recovered the use; 
of his tongue from that moment, as ciTcctually as ever lie 
had it in his life, without the least hoarsriieNs remaining, or 
nltrr.'ition in the old .sound of his vdice, as near as can be 
diirerncd. And no it contuiued ever after. 

riiil. TVawif. Vol. 46, p. 148. 



SUDDliN J)A11KNESS AT NOON. 

AfJOiiHT 19, \70^\ about twelve at noon, the sky, for se- 
veral miles round I^ondon, was overcast in such a manner, 
that the darkness exceeded the great eclipse in 1748, greatly 
resonibliiig that which preceded the hist great earthquake 
at Lisbon. Hie darkness was occasioned by a black sul- 
phureous cloud, which arose in the north-west, and attended 
with lightning, hail, rahi^ and windj drove furiously over 
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London, and then discharged itself chiefly in the county of 
Kent ; where, in rapidity and fierceness, the storm resem* 
bled a tornado, so as to kill fowl, sheep, and in twenty pa- 
rishes destroyed all hopes of any kind of crops. After the 
storm, the hail and rain formed so complete a jelly, that it 
was difficult to walk on it : the hail-stones measured from 
two to ten inches in circumference, and some that remuned 
till September 4th, measured four inches and a half round: 
some of the stones were globular, others like fiat pieces of 
ice, frozen together, heaps and ridges of them lay by the 
hedges, three and four feet deep. The most surprising cir* 
cumstance that attended. this phenomenon, was the sud- 
den flux and reflux of the tide in Plymouth Pool^ ex- 
actly corresponding with the like agitation in the same 
place, at the time of the great earthquake at Lisbon. The 
storm made such an* impression on the .ignorant populace^ 
assembled to see a criminal . executed at Kenniqgton-com- 
mon, that the Sheriff was obliged to apply to the Secretaries 
of State for a military forpe^ to prevent a rescue, so that it 
was near eight o'clock in the evening before he suffered. 

Jmuitil Rt^ttfy 1763, p. 96. 



THE BLACK-HOLE AT CALCUTTA. 

INTBftSSTINO NAREATIVB 

Of the sufierlngs of the persons who were confined in the 
prison called the Black-hole, in Fort William, at Cal- 
cutta, in the kingdom of Bengal, after the surrender of 
that place to the Indians, in June, 1756. 

Thb ill conduct of Drake^ the Governor of Calcutta, who 
had, among other things, unjustly imprisoned a very consi- 
derable merchant of the country, whose name was Omy- 
chund, and who was a Gentoo, havmg drawn the resent- 
ment of the Viceroy upon the Factory^ ht marched against it 
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in person^ with a very contidcrable iioroe> andUdri^to 
the fort. 

Prake, who had brought en fhit mbfartua, bo wbmm 
iaw it approach, than ht dnartad bit Matioii, and left the 
gentlemen of the factory and the garrison to ahift fbr tkeoiN 
selves. As soon aa Drake was gone, Mr. HoIwcBy Aeaa 
whose letter to William Davis, Esq, this aoooant ii tekca^ 
took the oommand upon himself, and resolved to defend 
the place as long aa he could. This voluntary oppoeitiea 
of Mr. Hoiwell incensed the Viceroy against him ; and sup« 
posing that he would not have undertaimn a work of ao^ 
pererogation, attended' with such fatigue Mid danger, iqMii 
disinterested prindples, he made no doubt but that there 
were very great treasures in tlie fort, in which hewaideaiilf 
concerned as a proprietor; he therefore poshed en the sieg« 
with great vigour, and gained possesrion of the fort abMl 
five o'clock m the evening of the SOth of June, 17S0* 

The number of men then in tfie fort was 145. QlieLeeel^ 
who had served the Company as asmith, and wai Uie pariak 
clerk, made his escape through a private pessagei wMl 
which very few were acquainted, when tlie Moors first en« 
tered the fort ; and 144^ being all the rest, were made pri- 
soners of war. Mr. Holwell was thrice sent fori and 
examined by the Viceroy, before seven o'clock} the last time 
the Viceroy sat in council, and when hcdismissed tiia prisoner^ 
he repeated the assurance, that he Iwd before given liimt de*' 
daring on the word of a soldier, that no harm should come 
either to him or to his people. Heordered^ howeveiy th^ the/ 
should be secured for tliat nighty and they were i|9flsedi* 
ately committed to the custody of some auboidinate qi|Ofi|l 
called Jemmautdaars. 

In order perfectly to understand the sequel of this aoppfUitB 
it is necessary to describe that part of the fort whete 'fl^ prU 
son called the Black-hole, is situated. 
' The east windows of the governor's apartment loak fato 






•v«r •gainat the «McMiiB4 laqliir lAl^ilVdm. fVrMa <^ 
tli«fort» tbareit»piM||||:M:1l^«iP^j||lAflrtlp*iih^ 

the wd» of tlict(iip?»iwi»i |.H |» gr wi»P>ll%ih«whol^ 
ItDgth of thete btnMub to IN jloUim to alaqp. oa^ M^ 
they are open towndi Ui* jil Wj . irfth f wh i t thai cona« 
9(md to the ai«h«a iif dw fMsaaf BdMMfB tliaae anplmf 

tile wMt kpgtb gf dw biimqlvbm^ 

wftbuia Ai tlif m Mf fi m mm^ i4 <ht baiinwk^ aad la jt 
line with tbem, fi « MMn gbtirt 10 feet iqiftDe. wbif h wvf 

•oldicn it iiad tem gutttf «C#ay imfoM ihbplae% 
wbkb li » continMliMi ipf th# tNHracki, ii ctotely wallet «p 
M the norths cii^ m4j9Qii|l| 4dePf aiAl ii open only pa the 
flttrtrid«» t^warff ifcepiMgii jb lUs.jukr thtrearetwo 
wiodawty firocigljf tMnAlqr llM iMTif i»ikI tbe4ttiigeM be« 
iiifcloie and dtri^witfliPdlllMi Black bole* Tp the noriiii 
withottt the emirt pC gOwniW ^^iiW ^^ irmoury and labora- 
tory^ and to the iPOlh». the oufentcr's yar^, belon^i^ te 
thefitftory* 

The giMrd that meeifai ebilfe of the imnonen ordefe4 
them all to Mt domi mder the piasxay and ioon after, oa« 
ef the eoldiers stripped Mr. Holwell of hi« waiitcoaty at he 
irat tilting without hit coat^ wi Jeb the b^ of the weathev 
would not pr rmit hub to wear. While they were watting 
to be farthc^r ditpoted off m their new mtftert thould thiplt 
fit, they discovered that the ftetory wi^i in flamet oo uA 
aide of theei, the armoury and iabor^rilMry to the ieft, and the 
cmrpenter't yard to the right; T(iey were aUrmed at tb|| 
Biimmififiil i¥inilnirritiaii ■ — i^ It waathoDaatiiUnff oahyflik 

si' 3 
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I 

thftty notwithstanding theViceroy^s promise to Mr« Hohivll^ 

■ ■ 

there was a design formed to suffocate them between the 
two fires. At about half an hour after seveni this dreadfiil 
apprehension was confirmed, by the appearance of several 
people with lighted torches, who ran into all the apartments 
to the right of them, under the eastern curtain^ as it was 
supposed, to set them all on fire. But Mr. Holwdl; at the 
request of some gentlemen who were near him, going iip to 
see what was really doing, found that the men with torches^ 
being strangers to the fort, were only seeking a place to 
confine them in till the morning. Soon after he had satis- 
fied his friends that their fears of being burnt were gronnd* 
less, lie was surprised by the appearance of Leechi wh6 
escaped through the private passage. This man having, in 
many instances, been obliged by Mr. HolwelVs * kindaess^ 
determined not to escape himself, without attempting to 
bring off^ his benefactor; having returned into the ibrty at 
the risque of his life, he told him, in a few words, that Iiil 
ha<I provided a boat, and that if he would follow him through 
the private passage, by which he had entered, he wbnld in-^ 
sure his deliverance. Mr. Ilolwell was most sensibly af- 
fected by this instance of heroic generosity; but the Vice* 
roy having assured him that the prisoners should sofier no 
personal iijury, and the gentlemen and garrison having put 
themselves under his protection, he thanked Leech in the 
best terms he could, but told him he did not think himself 
at liberty to desert his friends, and therefore could not pos- 
sibly accept his ofFer. To which Leech gallantly replied, 
that he would then live and die with him ; and though Mr. 
Ilolwell urged him many times to provide for his ow^ 
safety, he persisted in his resolution, and could not be pre* 
vailed upon to leave the place. ' 

Very soon afterwards, part of the guard that had been 
drawn up on the parade, with the ofiicers, who had been 
viewing the rooms by torch-light, advanced towards the pii- 



aonersy and ordered them to rise and goinftothe barradoi. Thk 
command they obeyed with great chearfalnesti and- alacritf^ 
pleasing themselves wltli the hopes of passing the night veqr 
Comfortably on the platform ; but they were no sooner within 
the barracks^ than the guard adnmced to the inner archea 
and parapet wall, and, with their musquets presented^ or* 
dere4 them into that part which was walled in at the aotttk 
end, called the Black-hole. The greater port of the pri- 
son'ers were utterly unacquainted with the place into which 
they were about to be driven, and those before being urged 
on by those behind, upon whom the guard pressed . witk 
dubs and scymeturs, were borne forward, and entered tba 
cell before they knew the horrors of their sittiation, to avoid 
which, they would have turned upon the guard and beenenit 
to pieces, as th^ least evil of. the two. 

The number that entered thb dreadful place was 146^ of 
which 145, including poor Leech, were men, the other wife 
a lady of the country, the wife of Mr. Carey, an officer ia 
the navy, who declared^ with equal tenderness and con* 
stancy, that no circumstances of distress or danger should 
divide her from her husband. 

These unhappy wretches, of whom G9 were Dutch, En- 
glish corporals, soldiers. Moors, whites, and Portuguese^ 
were all exhausted by the fatigue and watching which they 
had suflered during the siege ; many of them were wound- 
ed, and the wounds of several of them were mortal. 

Among the first that entered was Mr. Holwell, with Mr« 
Coles and Mr. Scott, who were ensigns in the service ; Mr. 
Holwell took possession of the window that was nearest to 
the door, and put Mr. Coles and Mr. Scott, who were bot)i 
wounded, into it. Mr. Baillie, of the Council, and se- 
veral other gentlemen of the factory, were near him ; the rest 
rushed by them into the inner part of the room, and those 
thought themselves fortunate who took possession of the 
^her window. 
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It wai now about eight o'dock, the night 
ingly dote aiid aultryi and there being no opening hot lo 
the weait, the air within could neither cboiilate nor bo 
ehangrd. Ab aoon as these particularly and the aiao of 
the room, were known, the conaequenoes were mtHy Imw* 
aeen ^ every one was thrown into an agony of despair aai 
terror, and many attempts were made to force the door, bat 
as it 0|>ened inwardsy and as the prisoners had nothing lo 
work with but their hands, theae attempts were aa froitlaso 
as they were violent. Mr. HolweU bebg at the mmiam, 
was less affected by the cloieness of the place, ^aad ae 
long u he could continue there, was in no danger of 
suflbcaUon. His mind was therefore proportionably lean 
agitated, and perceiving that the perturbation, reatkameas^ 
and struggles of the rest would exhaust their strength, io* 
crease their heat, and hasten their destmction, Im coigurod 
them, in a short but earnest address, to keep both their 
minds and bodii*s as quiet as possible, aa tlie only chanoa 
they had of surviving till the morning should give thcmlilwrty 
and air. This address produced a short interval of peace 
and silence, which, however, was interrupted by the groana 
and complaints of the wounded, some of whom were ieran 
in the agonies of death. 

At this time Mr. Holwcll looking through the grate of 
the window into the piasza, saw one of the Jemmautdaai% 
in w l)o.se countenance he thought he discovered some traoaa 
of compassion. Hiis man he called to him, and itpreaent- 
ing the misery of himself and his fellow-prisoners, and thf 
frightful consequences that would inevitably follow their 
continuing in that room all night; be then earnestly ca« 
treated, that he wouki endeavour to get them separated, bjr 
putting hair of them in some other place; andtoquidtea 
his ctiinpastiion hy sdf-interest, he told him, tliatif hecouM 
procure the favour that he requested, he should in the nuani^ 
ing receive a 1000 rupees, which are equal lo SfiOL atediflt^ 
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The Jertimautdaar promised that be would attempt it^ and 
withdrew, but returned in a few minutes, and said it was 
impossible. Mr. Hoi well then thought that lie had not of* 
fered enough, and therefore promised him 2000 rupees. 
Upon this he withdrew again, but soon returned a liecond 
time, and with great appearance of compassion said. If 
could not possibly be done without an order from the Vice»- 
roy, who was then asleep, and that nobody dared to awake 
him. It is, however, difficult to conceive how this could be 
tmci if, as Mr. Holwell supposed, the Viceroy's orders were 
general^ to keep the prisoners safely till the morning, abd* 
thattbe finding a proper place for the purpose was left Uk 
tiie Jemmautdaars, who^ after this order was receiyed,' 
searched the apartments with torches, and at last fixed upon 
the Black^hole. But whitever was the impediment, the ub« 
hi^py prisoners had ndther means to know, nor power to 
remove it. Within ten minutes after they were locked in> 
every one fell into a most profuse swei)^ which soon brought 
OD an btoierable thirst, that perpetually increased in pi^ 
portion as the body was drained of its moistore. 

The ftxNT of the place ki which they were confined being 
18 feet by 18 feet, cootabed aM^qpiars feet, whkh dinded 
by 146^ the number of persons^ gives a space of somethinf 
iOKm than 26 inches and a half by 11^ for eteh person^ 
which, reduced to a Hpiar?, win be neeor 18 inches by 18 
ifichei. This space, though it was suflScient to hold thetii 
wftkout presdng violendy mieach other, yet it obliged them 
to stand so near together, as greatly increased their heat j 
k was thenrfbre propoaed^ that everyone should pull off tfie^ 
dolhes^ as an expedient to increase the space between 
them« This prqKisal was hnmediately approved^ and in a 
few minutes every man in the assembly, except Mr. Hol>^ 
wtU and three others that stood at the window with fikDf 
w««Qdted« This csqpedUeatafibrded them a temporary if» 
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m hopes to produce a circulttiony and intrbdnee fresh air 
bam without. Of this exercise, however^ they were aooo 
weary> and their uneasmess increasing, it was' proposed by 
Mr. BailUe, that every man should sit down on his hams*' 
This also was complied with, and to prevent conffision, it- 
was 9grted that they should all sit down and rise together^ 
at a signal to be given for that purpose* After they had sat . 
tin the posture became too uneasy to be longer endured, the. 
wofd was given to rise ; but as each, covered much more ' 
gnmnd in sitting than standing, they were so doSely wedged 
together, that many efforts and considerable force was re* . 
q^nred to put them in motion, and raise them agidn cm their 
fceC. It happened also, that at this time several of ihena: 
ipere so much enfeebled, that not being able i^nmediately- toi! 
recover their legs, they fell down, and there not being room' 
to kave the space which they covered vacant, they w^e by* 
a fetal necessity instantly trampled to death, -or suffocated. 
The expedient of sitting down was, notwithstanding, many 
times repeated, and some of the niimbcr perished e^evy time 
in the same manner as at first. r 

Such was the condition of these unhappy people before 
the first hour of their confinement was expired. By nine 
o'clock thirst had rendered the greater part* of the company 
outrageous ; new efforts were made to foice the door, and 
many attempts were made to provoke the guard to fii« fai 
upon them, and to put an end to their misery, but without 
success. In a short time, many persons in the back part 
of the room were seized with a difficulty of breathings and^ 
what was yet more dreadful, a delirium. The place was 
filled with incoherent ravings, passionate exclamations, and 
cries of distress, in the midst of which, the exyU ** water^ 
water," . was predominant. This cry being heard by the 
Jemmaotdaar, who had been applied to by Mr. Holwdl, he 
erdiuredsome skins of water to be immediately bioqgfat; 
"ISU this time, Mr. Holwell had remained quietly at W 



THB BLACK^OLB AT CA1.CUTTA. diOl 

windaw^ where keeping his face between two of the Jbart, 
he suffered but little pain or Inconvenience ; but he foresaw^ 
that the bringing water to that window would create a strife 
and commotion amotig those that were behind, which WouU 
probably hastien their destruction ; and tliat then the wholp 
crowd being drawn to press with one united eiFort upon 
him, would either crush him to death, or compel him to 
abandon his situation : he therefore made many attempts to 
forbid the bringing of water, but the clamour was so loud, 
that he was not regarded. The water appeared, but there 
was no other way of getting it into the prison but by pour- 
ing it into hats, and then forcing them through the bars of 
the window. By this method, all the people in the place 
might easily^have been supplied, but the impatience of the 
crowd, few of whom were now under the government of 
their reason, was so great, that though Mr. Holwell and the 
•two wounded gentlemen, who were in the window with Kim, 
brought hats full of water through the grate, with incessant 
labour, as fast as they could be filled, yet much the greater 
part was spilt in the contest that immediately ensued, and 
before it reached the lips of any of the competitors, there 
was not a spoonful remaining. As those at the windows 
were by this means still unsatisfied, those behind, to whom 
not a drop of water had yet reached, became frantic and fu- 
rious beyond all conception. Several quitted the other win* 
dow, and forcuig themselves forward, with others from the 
inner part of the room, threw down and trainpled to. death 
many who were before 4hem. They now pressed «o hard 
upon Mr. Holwell and his friends, who received the water 
from the guards that the two gentlemen who were wouaded^ 
and who, notwithstanding their condition, had hitherto 
.worked with him, were crushed to deaths and he h^nself^ 
with hk utmost effort, could scarce sustfun the weight that 
pressed against him on every side. 
This aggravation of th^eir distress wouU h4ve bM(| io6n 
VOL. V. 3 F ' . 
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over^ if the water that had been lirst ordered in mercy, had 
not been continued for sport. Hie wretches who had been 
ordered to bring it by tlie Jeniinuutdaary perceiving the 
struggle and commotion that it produced^ took care to sup- 
ply it in great plenty, as fast as it M^as wasted, that they 
might be entertained by seeing it fought for ; and they held 
up lights to the bars, that they might lose no part of their 
inhuman diversion. As long as it was brought to the win- 
dow, it was necessary for Mr. Uolwell to hand it into the 
prison, and this labour he continued, without respite, from 
nine o'clock till past eleven. The place around him was 
then strewed with his friends, who had been either siifibcat- 
ed or pressed to death in the couflict, and were trampled 
upon by every corporal and foot soldier, who had strength 
enough to force his way to the' window, and to whom he 
was obliged to hand water, as they stood on the dead bodies 
of his friends, who had fallen a sacrifice to theur impetuosity 
and delirium. 

Till this time they had preserved some deference for Mr* 
Holwell, as their chief and benefactor ; but all distinction 
was now at an end, and nut content with pressing round 
him, fhiy laid hold on the bors of the window over his head^ 
and climbing up on his shoulders, he was so pressed and 
wedged up, that he was utterly unable to move, and found 
it impracticable to keep his station at the window any longer. 
He therefore called out to them, and begged, as the last 
instance of regard he should ever request, that they would 
remove the pressure that wa^ upon him, and permit him to 
retire out of the window, that he might die in quiet. There 
needed no argument to induce them to make way for lum 
to quit a place which every one wished to fill in his stead; 
the people therefore that were next him gave way as far as 
they thought they could do it, without afibrding any ad- 
vantage to those that were behind, and with much difficult/ 
he forced his way into the centre of the prison. The iiam« 
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ber of dead^ which was now near one-third, and the crowd- 
ing of those that surnved, to the windows, at both which 
there was still a supply of water, left this part of the prison 
comparatively empty ; but the air was so putrid, and so 
filled with a strong, urinous, volatile effluvia, that his respir- 
ation became immediately difficult and painful. 

Under the east wall, opposite the windows, there wa$ a 
platform, being a continuation of that in the barracks, from 
which it was divided only by the north wall of the dungeon; 
it extended the whole length of the east side ; it was raised 
about three feet and an half from the ground, and was about 
SIX feet wide. To the farther end of this platform, over 
against the innermost window, Mr. Holwell walked over the 
dead, with which the floor was now almost entirely covered; 
here he laid himself down, or rather leaned back against some 
dead bodies that were behind him, and determined in this pos- 
ture to wait for his dissolution: but in about ten minutes he 
was seized with so violent a pain in the breast, and palpitation 
of the heart, that he could no longer suifer them, without 
attempting a relief, which* he knew fresh air alone could 
give him. There were now five ranks between him and the 
opposite window, but his strength being doubled by his de- 
spair, he forced his way tlurough three of them, and then 
seizing a bar of the window with one hand, he forced him- 
self also through the fourth, so that there was then but one 
rank between him and the window. In a few moments his 
pain and palpitation ceased, but being now scorched with the 
same thirst which those had suffered who first called for 

I 

water, he forgot that he would then have prevented the 
bringing of it, and called out himself for water, with the same 
clamorous impatience that the rest had done. The people 
who were next him, and nearly in the same situation as he 
was first in at the other window, had preserved their pre- 
sence of mind, and in some degree their regard for him ; as 
^oon, therefore, as they heard him cry out '^ Water, for God's 

3f2 
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sake!" tliey joiiled in theciy^ tixii ctJldi 6&1, ^^GMflM 
ivater^ give him Water !'' and when it Wad iWdttght, tRl^ 
would noe fouch it till he had' dhink. But th^l^ By tl^ 
act of generoiis kindndss^ he had! Watet* iii p^ty^ ye( h6 
found his thirst was rather increased than diayed, arid thA^ 
fore he would drink no more; hower^^ to iSteiirteii h\i 

m 

diouth, he sucked his shift sleeves, which ykM kipt 6)d- 
finually wet by excessive perspiration, dnd foiind tUe txpi^ 
dieht succeed beyond his hopes. He seemed tor think dlM 

I ■ 

fhe moisture which he thus drained out of the KhM' alfacyetf 
(hat thirsty which a constant supply of welter fdther mcMEB'^ 
ii I but it is probable, that the action Of slacking conttfbut^ 
ed much more than the moistute that was stickMj to ' 
femove the sensatioil of bumirig thirst, by eontiboally mai 
gently pressing the salival glands, and thus furni^hig file 
mouth and throat with a considerable degree of th^ nlM^ 
ral moisture ; for it can scarce be doufbted, bat that W thd 
moisture contained in the shirt had been pressed ootj Ind 
then swallowedi it would have been found vA indRctild U 
the more pure and plentiful su}5ply frofn the spring. Ho#^ 
ever, as he was observed to suck his $hirt-slecve witk gtent 
satisfaction, by a young gentlcmsln who stood nett Mtt, 
without a shirt, he began to suck the sleeve thitt #tis iMM 
him, without considering it as invasion of ptdpttty* Bat 
Mr. Holwell, who, in these circumstances thouglit the miiti 
that robbed his shirt of its moisture, did him little less iiv 
jury than if he had robbed his body of its blood, as M>ti as 
he discovered the theft, took care to work apon thfe Mfaie 
sleeve, till it was sufficiently drained, and tfatih had fccotJMe 
to the other. 

It was not y^t twelve o'clock, and all that sut'rivecl^ kx^i 
cept the few at the windows, were In the htghferi de^^ 
ungovernable &hd outrageous; as thfey found not^ltef fifibni 
water, they now e^all^d out fot air, but air couM iidt II9 pga4 
cured, t^vety ihsult that cotild be devised wwi io ce itei B ai ily 
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repeated^ ta pi^voke the gunrds tx> fir» into the prison^ bal 
without effect. Soon after the geiieral tomult and upfoat 
subsided at once, and the givMe/ part of those who wem 
then livings (he last remake of vital jstrengtb being exf* 
hausted, lay dowft^ And cfiipired qmetly on the dead. Sosae^ 
however, thefe Were^ who made the sanm desperate and vi- 
gorous attempt to 0uppIaiit Mr. Holwdl^ as he had just 
made to supplant others^ and with the same success. A 
heavy man^ who had found n^ans to seize on the bars over 
his heady pressed him almost with his whole weight; a 
Dutch seijeant hwing climbed over several others, aup* 
portcd himself on one of his shoulders^ and a black soldkr 
bore very hard on the other. Self-defence is always lawful^ 
and Mr. HolWell finding it impossible to sustain this load 
and live, often disengaged himself from the poor serjeant 
and soldier, by shifting his hold on the bars, and thrusting 
his knuckles into their ribs, but the man that hung over 
him by the bar, he found it utterly impossible to dislodge* 
Having suffered this pressure fix>m half an hour after elevei 
liU two in the morning, his spirits sunk, and his reason 
be|fs(n to forsake him ; he found it impossible to keep his 
station, and he could not bcear the thought of retiring aguo 
to the inner part of the prison. In this dilemma he drew a 
elasp kmt6 from his pocket, inte&ding to put an end to his 
misety at once, but his resriution failing, or his reason once 
more gaining the ascendant over his passion, he put It up, 
and being determined to quit the window, at all events, his 
burthen being absblutely insupportable, hs told Mr. Caney, 
who with his wife Was in the rank behind him, hisintention^ 
amd advised him to make an attempt to get into his place* 
Poor Carey expressed gredt thankfulness for the offer of 
what Mr. HolweH could not keep, but though he made the 
attempt to succeed hiib, he Was supplanted by the Dutch 
seijeant, who has been just mentioned. 
Mr. HolweU, whom Carey assisted in getting tbioi^;ii 
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fhc press that was about the window, went forward atnon^ 

tbe inner ranks towards the south wall of the prison^ where 

he laid himself down with Carey, and once more resigned 

himself to death. Carey died in a very few minutes, and he 

felt a stupor conic on very fast^ though he was sensible of 

no pain, and but little uneasiness of any kind. Before he 

quite lost his recollection he reflected, that if he died where 

he lay, he should be trampled upon as he had trampled upon 

others. This thought, however whimsical or superstitious^ 

gave him some pain; he therefore got up once morCi and^ 

with some difficulty reached the platform a second time^ 

where he soon after lost all sensibility; the last thing to 

which he was coniscious was an uneasy sensation about his 

waist, supposed to be caused by a sa.sh, which he therefore 

untied and threw from him. 

There is no particular account of what happened from this 
time till day break, but it may reasonably be supposed, that 
it was only a continuation of the same scene of strife and 
distress. When the morning dawned, which was about five 
o'clock, no entreaty having yet prevailed to get the door 
open, one of the company thought of seeking for Mr. Hol- 
well, hoping that now the night was past, his influence 
might procure their enlargement. Two of the company im- 
dertook the search, and after some time found him by his 
shirt, under the bodies of several that had died and fallen 
upon him after he became insensible. As he appeared to 
have some signs of life, they carried him to tlie window 
next the door, where there was now no longer so formidable 
a press, only 23 of 146 being alive, and many of them un- 
able to stand. The window itself, however, was still full^ 
and the stench of the dead bodies being grown intolerable^ 
nobody would resign his station in favour of another.; he 
was therefore carried back again, and once more deposited 
upon the platform. Kui soon after a gentleman, whose 
name was Mills, and who was afterwards captain of the 
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Compaay'B yachts hiripg. a ^ett in th^ vindovcj getwr 
rously ofiered to gire it up for ttie com^ivap l^i lM ^r 
Holwcll was again brou^tit fonniidKHtp4 plfoed 10 t^^^tnit 
which Mr. Mills bid re^gne^i 

About this time tbfr'\^cero7 had received aa accomt of 
the barock thi^t death had made among the nriflonen, mk 
instead of sending instantly to prcscrtx- tTie few that re- 
mained, he coldly orderednn eiiqtiiry to be miicle, whether 
the chief was among the liying or the dead. This enquiry 
was made at the window where Mr. Holwejl had been 
seated, fqr the messeoger had yet u<j orders to open the 
door, and the persim be eaqnired after b^og sliown him, 
aod it being probable that if the dooi was soon opened he 
would recover, the nfcuenger hastened bac^. and soon re- 
turned with an order to relns« thetn aU, '-,>•} 

As the door opened iiiwarda, and as tbe|deu. wi|ip 
piled up against it, and oorered ^ the rest of the na^jit 
was impossible to open it by any effbirta iiroip. vitbont, it 
was therefore necessary that tbe dead shpuld be Removed bv 
the few that were witblo, who we^re become ap feeble, l}^ 
tbe task, though it ww tj^ eondltlQii ^^^f wu'not'pefr 
formed without the utmost. diffioplty, and, it iras'twentgr 
minutes aftn tbe order cim<|, befote th« dopr cotdd be 



About a quarter after nx lt> tb^ tnoniiiig, tbe poor tfs^ 
mains of 146 souls, being no more- than tbi^ .and tvenfr, 
came out of the, £Uack-h|Dle'aBye, but in •> conation wUm 
made it very doubtful whether diey would ve th{e moiniqg 
of tbe next day; «moDg tbfr UrUng was. Mrs. Carey,, bnt 
.poorLeechwsfamQDg tbe dead. .Th'ebodieiw^.dr^igad 
. out of tbe bote by tbe stddlers, and, thrown. pronlscnoitdy 
into tbe ditch of an imfin^bed rardbj whicli was-aftennidi 
filled :with earth. . ■ . '.., ■ . ; / -, . . ' f J. 
Mr. Holwell, Mr.Conrf, Mr. Wi^fot, a^ ifr.An^ 
wen odcRd Into ihe..i|9iirtod]r of. inJoffiMr^ jijfN^ ^ ff* 
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were immediately set at liberty, esccept poor Mn. Corey, 
tvliose youth and beauty caused her to be detained for. tlie 
conqueror, or some officer of state. 

Mr. Ilolwell wlicii he came out of the prinon was in m 
high fevcr^ and not able to bland ; he was, however^ sent 
for, to be examined by the Viceroy, and was in this condi* 
tion carried into his presence. It was some time before he 
could speak, but as soon as he was able, he began to relate 
the suflferings and deatli of his unhappy companions. The 
Viceroy, without taking any notice of this tale of distress^ 
stop! him shr>rt, by telling him, that he had been informed 
there was treasure to a very considerable value secreted in 
tlie fort, and that if he did not discover it, he must expect 
no mercy. Mrj Holwell replied, that he knew of no such 
treasure ; *and thru be^an to remind him of his assurance 
the day before, tliat no hurt should come either to himself 
or his friends : to this remonstrance he paid no more regard 
than he had done to the complaint, but proceeded in hu 
enquiry concerning the treasure; and when he found no in- 
telligence coul(I be got, he ordered the general of his hous- 
hoKI troops, whose name was Mhir Muddon, to takechaige 
of Mr. Holwell as his prisoner. 

Among the guard that marched before Mr. Holwell, 
when he went out from the presence of the Viceroy, there 
was a man who carried a large Moratta battle-axe on his 
shoulder, which occasioned a report, first, that his head 
was ordered to be struck off, and afterwards that the sen- 
tence was executed. 

It happened unfortunately, that Mr. Holwell, in the 
hurry and confusion of the siege, after the fort had been 
deserted by Drake, forgot to set Omychund, the black mer- 
chant, whom Drake had injuriously imprisoned, at llbertjr. 
This neglect Omychund resented as an act of wilful injustice, 
and Mr. Holwell was of opinion, that if it had not been for 
Omychund's insinuations, he iihould have been disdiai;ged 
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with the rest, notwithstanding the offence he had given to 
the Viceroy by defending the fort, and the notion that pre- 
vailed of his being privy to the concealment of money; aikid 
in this opinion he was confirmed by the confinement of the 
three gentlemen who were detained with him, who were all 
of them persons against whom Omychund was known to hate 
conceived a particular resentment* 

. Mr. Holwell, and his associates in captivity were con* 
veyed in a kind of coach drawn by oxen, called a liackery, 
to the camp, where they were loaded with fetters, and 
lodged in the tent of a Moorish soldier, which being not 
more than four feet by three, they were obliged to lie, sick 
as they were, half in and half out the whole night, which 
happened to be very rainy; yet the next day their fever hap- 
pily came to a crisis, and boils broke out on every part of 
their bodies, which, though they were extremely painful, 
were the certain presages of their perfect recovery. The 
next day they were removed to the coast, and by order «f 
Gemral Mhir Muddon, were soon after sent by sea to Maxa- 
da\ cid, the metropolis of Bengal, to wait the Viceroy's 
return, and be dbposed of as he should farther determine. 

At Maxadavad they arrived after a voyage of 13 days, in 
a large boat, in which they had no better provision than 
rice and water, and no softer bed than some bamboos laid 
on the bottom timber of the vessel ; they were, besides, 
exposed alternately to excessive heat and violent rains, with* 
out any covering but a bit of old mat and some scraps of 
sacking. The boils that covered them were become ron- 
ning sores, and the irons on their legs had consumed the 
flesh almost to the bone. 

When they arrived at Maxadavad, Mr. Holwell sent a 
letter to Mr. Law, the chief of the French factory^ with an 
account of their distress; and Mr. Law, with great polite* 
ness and humanity, sent them not only clothes, linen^ pro- 
vision, and liquors, in great plenty^ but money* 

VOL. V. 3 G 
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About four o'clock on the 7th of July thejr landed^ and 
. after inarching a considerable way as a spectacle to the 
muUitude that tlironged roatjd them, they were deposited 
under an open shed, not far from the palace. 

Iij this phice they received every pr>ssible relief, not only 
• from the great kindness of the French and Dutch chiefs^ 
but the Arabian nuTcliauts. 

On the IWth of July the Viceroy arrived, and the prisoners 
then learned that he hud enquired for them, in order to set 
them at liberty before he left Calcutta, and was offended 
with Mhlr Muddon for liaving so iiastily removed them to 
Muxadavad. lie did not, however, order their immediate 
dibcharge v\lic*n he arrived, which it is natural to suppose 
he would Lave done, if they had been detained in custody 
contrary to hib inclinations. 

On the lath tJiey were conducted to the palace, to have 
an audience, and to know their fate, but they could have no 
audience that day, which, as it happened, was a fiivourable 
circumstance, for at night the Viceroy's grandmother soli- 
cited their liberty, at a feast, to which she was invited on 
his safe return, and the Viceroy promised that he would 
release them on the morrow. 

On the morrow, about five in the morning, they were 
waked, and told tlmt the Viceroy would, in a few minutes, 
pass by to his palace of Mooteejeel. Upon this intelligence 
they ^ot up, and when the V^iceroy came hi sight, they paid 
hlni the usual iioninge, and uttered their benediction alood. 
lie looked at them with strong marks of compassion in his 
countenance, and ordering his litter to stop, he called them 
to him, and having heard a short extemporary petition^ 
which was spoken by Mr. Holwell, he made no reply, but 
ordered two of his oflieers to sre their irons instantly struiek 
off, and conduct them safely wherever they chose to g6, 
giving thcjn a strict charge to see that they suffered ho injury 
or insult by the way. = ' 
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This act of mercy, however late, or from whatever mo- 
tive, was the more meritorious, as great pfuns were taken by 
some time-serving sycophants to prevent it: they told thfe 
Viceroy, that Mr. llolwell, notwithstanding his losses, was. 
stiJi possessed of enough to pay a considerable sum for his 
freedom ; to which the Viceroy nobly replied, " If he has 
anything left, let him keep it; his sufFerings have been 
great, and he sliall have his liberty." 

Mr. Holwell and his frienda being thus dismissed, imme- 
diately took boat, and soon after arrived safe at the Dutch 
settlement at Corcemabad, where he afterwards embarkiid 
for England. 



WONDERFUL COURAGE AND DEFENCE OF 

JOHN GREEN, 

AGAINST TIIK RIOTOUS COAL-HEAVKRS, WITH THK TRIAL OF 
JOHN GRAINGER, DANIELCLARK, RICHARD CORNWALL, PA- 
TRICK LYNCH, THOMAS MURRAY, PETBRlnLAHARTY, AND 
NICHOLAS MUGABE, FOR SHOOTING AT HIM^ (CONTRARY TO 
THK STATUTK), ON THE 21sT OF APRIL, 1768. 

John Grren^ living at the bottom of New Gravel-lane, 
Shadwell, deposed, that he was employed as deputy agent 
undor Mr. William Russel, who, as agent appointed by Mr. 
Alderman Beckford, was concerned in the execution of 
the Act of Parliament for regulating coal-hearers; that 
before this, they were under the direction of Justice Hodg- 
son, and revolted from the coal-undertakers, insisting first, 
upon 16c/. a score, and then 18d., but at last, would have 
nothing to do with the undertakers, and would have their 
price under the Act of Parliament ; that Mr. Russel and the 
deponent had fixed upon an office at Billingsgate, for register- 
ing the coal-heavers, but none of them came there, alleging 
they were under the direction of Justice Hodgson, to whom 
only they would apply ; that the deponent was sent with a 
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complaint to the Justice by Mr. Riissd^ desiring a meeting 
with him, which he excused, as he would send his clerk; ana 
further told him, that if Mr. Russel did not desist, he would 
give him a pretty dose at Westmmster-hall. However, in a few 
days afterwards he advertised for men to come, but they would 
not come to his office, and therefore were put in the gang»; ; 
tliat Dunster, Justice Hodgson's clerk, having seen the de- 
ponent at Billingsgate, he brought to his door no leas than 3 
or 400 of these men, a great many of whom threatened they 
would pull down his house, or they would do for him ; that 
the deponent went to the Mansion-house to acquaint the 
Lord Mayor of the danger he was in, and received for an- 
swer, that he must be directed by some Magistrate in Us 
neighbourhood ; that on Saturday morning, the 16th of 
April, the coal-heavers having put up some bills, a ndgh- 
bour's servant went and pulled one down, upon which the 
coal-heavers cried out, that Green's maid had pulled down 
.their bills, and then they directly came running from dif- 
ferent parts to his door, to the amount of 100 and upwards. 
The purport, the deponent said, of these bills, was a libel 
on Mr. Alderman Beckford, and what was done was Mr, 
Russei's own doing. — The acts of violence committed by the 
coal-heavers against this deponent, best appear from his own 
words. 

" I asked them," said he, "what they wanted with me?** 
they cried, ' they would have my life if I offered to 
meddle with any of their bills ;' I said I had not meddled 
with any, nor none had that belonged to me; one of 
them cried, ' he shall have a bill put up against his own 
window ;* he took up a handful of dirt, and put it upon 
the window, and put the bill upon it ; another gi them 
laid hold of my collar, and dragged me off the step of my 
door ; another said, ' hawl him. into the river j' aaid 
another, ^ we wiU drown him/ I got from them, and re- 
treated back into my house. After that I went to BiUii^ga* 
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gate, and met several of them there ; there they threatened 
they would have my life. Wlien I came home, I sawagr^ 
many of these people running from their dHierent habitatioiMi, 
some with bludgeons, or broomsticks, and weapons of that 
sort ; they did not collect themselves in a body, but were 
running to the head of New Gravel-lane; I believe about 4 
or 500 of them, came within 200 yards of my house ; they 
went to Mr. Metcalf, a neighbour of mine, and threatened 
him ; there was one of them that was a pretended friend cf 
mine, that had promised, when he knew any tiling against 
me^ he would let me know : I sat up to guard my house^ 
and I sent my wife and children out of the house ; after, 
I prevailed upon my wife to stay in the house, upon tlu9 
man's intelligence ; he came about twelve, and told me no- 
thing was intended against me ; that they had done their 
business they were about ; I went to bed and was asleep ; I 
was awaked by my sister-in-law, calling * Mr. Green, Mr. 
Green, for God's sake, we shall be murdered,' this was 
about one o'clock on the Sunday morning ; I jumped out 
of bed, and ran into the next room, where my arms werej^ 
I took and levelled one, and said, ^ you rascals, if you do not 
be gone, 1 will shoot you ;' they were then driving at'my 
doors and shutters, the noise was terrible, like a parcel of 
men working upon a ship's bottom : I could compare it to 
nothing else ; I fired among them ; I believe I fired about 
fourteen times, and when I had not any thing ready to fire, 
I threw glass bottles upon them ; they were at this time 
about a quarter of an hour,.when they all dispersed. On 
the Monday, I went to Billingsgate about eleven; I saw seve- 
ral of them there who threatened me. Dunster was there 
also ; they told me they would do for me, if I did not desist 
from my proceedings, which was to register such people as 
applied ; there were tdways some of the coal-heavers about 
Dunster; he talked ef the advertisements that had been in the 
paper, and said they were nune; for he snd MrrRnssel 
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had told him he totally declined having any tiling to say !■ 
it^ and it was my doing only $ I said, ' do not deceive these 
men, that is very wrong of you ;' I asked him, if Mr. Kua- 
sel did not tell him he would advertise to this effect ? I be* 
• gan to be afraid, and, as many of them came about me, 1 
left them. 

'^ Nothing happened after, till Wednesday night, that was the 
80th, about seven in the evening ; then I saw a great many 
of these coal-heavers assembling together, about 3 or 400 
yards from my house, going up Gravel-lane. I shut up as 
fast as 1 could, and told my wife to get out of the house as 
fast as she could with her children ; accordingly, she went 
away with the child that was asleep in the cradle ; Gilber- 
thorp was in the house drinking a pint of beer, (1 did not 
know his name then) ; said 1, ^ brother Tarpewling, (he is 
a seafaring man}, I am afraid I shall have a desperate at- 
tack to-night, from what I have heard ; will you stand by 
mc, and give me all the assistance you can ?* < Yes,* said 
he, ^ that I will.' When the house was secured, backwards 
and forwards, 1 went up stairs; some stones had broke some 
windows there ; I bolieve some' of them had thrown stones 
HiiC'. lun away; I heard them cull out, ^ Wilkes and liberty;' 
1 saw the neighbours lighting up candles ; I said to my maid, 
^ for God's sake, take and light up candles, for these people 
shall have no occasion at all to use me ill/ I went to the 
window, and begged of them to desist, and said, if they knew 
any thing particular of me, I was ready to resolve any thing 
they wanted to know. Seeing 1 could not defend myself, I 
disguised myself, and put on an old watch-coat and a Dutch 
cap, and went down stairs, in order to get a magistrate to 
come and prevent my house from being pulled down ; 1 had 
one Dundcrdale, a shoemaker, that lodged in my house, he 
went down with me ; when I came down to the back door, I 
heard them threaten they would have mc and my life; I thea 
found it impossible to get out of the house; I ran up stairs then^ 
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fully determined to defend mysdf, Mi long id I insable t *l 
spoke to them again in' the' street ftom 'the winddw^' and 
desired them to tell roe what Ihad 'dime : thjejr called bat 
in the street they, would l»|ve m> flcnd hang me over'iiiy'sign 
post ; others said, they would broil and roast me^ and words 
to that efleet ; stones ^came up very hst. I 'then took a 
brace of pistols from the table and fired among them^ loaded 
with powder only; after that I I^pt firing away among thefn^ 
what arms I had loaded, with bird and swan-shot f tbeydis* 
persed in the front then j I immediate! jr ran backwaidsy 
they were heaving stones in to the back chamber Svindowsj; 
I fired from the bade chamber windows, after I bad iireS 
some few rounds backwaids, tiiey desisted from heaving 
stones into the back part of the house, bnf I did not find 
they had left the place. I was again attacked both^ m^tiit 
front and back part of the house; I fired among them 'some- 
times from the front of my house, and »>metimes from flie 
rear; I imagined they wouldhave hrcke into the house pro^ 
sently, if I had not kept a warm five • D^pon them: i kearl 
them call out several times, I am shol^ I im woudded'; 'stiH 
they said they would have me, and do finrioaei I had vtoJonto 
attacks in the night : I saw ii6 fitfr-aftns Hiey had till diiven 
or twelve in the night; they* w|Are>diiAigfat''.t&e-dooi' abral 
ten, but I cannot tell with what;! haolifedtKfcMgfa the doiii^ 
and saw their hands moving^ ditsing-aomvCfaing haM a^hi^ot 
it. About twelve they fired bito the faotte^vMitili iniU 
front and the rear; the balls istnick Aie oeifiBg^ih -the rooai 
where I was, sometimes dose over my fa^; as they wete 
in the street, and I in the one»pairof sfairs, the balls went 
into the ceiling and dropped dowd od the fipor; I ootddndt 
walk about the room with any dafeiyyl was fintced to pbte'* 
myself by the wall between thie winddws^: and scmettnsea'I ' 
would crawl under the window *to the next, and* abmetindi * 
I stood behind the brackets; thai I woAld'sttn^j.iip^'ittl*^ 
drive among them like dongj: I have sdai lliiBir Vttk aftiki 
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the ceiling as I have stood under the cover of the wall^ and 
as I have been going to fire, they have come over my hcad^ 
ai^ some lodged in the ceiling. 

The firing continued all the night and all the morning'^ at 
different periods. 

When I attacked them backwards, I used to crawl out of 
the window on my belly, and lie upon the wash-4iouse leads 
with my arms; I have heard them say, you that have arms 
are to fire upon him, and you that have stones are to heave^ 
and so many to break the door, and so* many to climb the 
wall; if they got up there they could get in at the window 
from the leads; I had Gilberthorp below to guard the door, 
for part of the front door was broke. 1 got off, I believe 
about nine in the morning, when I had no more anrarani* 
tion left, only the charge that I had in my blunderbuss, 
except what was in the musket, that would not go off; so I 
said to the men that were in the hous:', you see they are 
firing from every quarter, there is no help for me, they will 
come in, and I can make no return upon them to check 
their insolence; the best way to make them desist, is forme 
to get out of the house, you will all be very safip, wliether I 
make my escape or not ; Mr. Gilberthorp said, do what you 
think best; I said, they only want me, if they get me it is 
all over, or if they know I am gone, they will desist: I took 
my blunderbuss over my arm, and my drawn hanger in my 
hand, and went out of the back window upon the leads; I 
saw several of them in the alley, I levelled the blunderbuss 
at them, and said, you rascals, be gone, or [ will blow your 
bndns out, especially you, (that was to one under me), but 
I scorn to take your life; he said, God bless you, Mr. Green, 
yon are a brave man, he clapped his hand on his head, and nm 
away; I went over into Mr.Mereton's ship-yard; one of the 
shipwrights saw me ; just as I jumped, he said, Mr. Green, 
Ibllow me ; he took me to a saw-pit, and shewed me a hole 
at the end, where the sawyers used to put their things } he 
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said, go into that hole, you will be safe enough; said I 
don't drop a word but that I am gone over the wall; I got 
in ; he left me ; there I lay till the Guards came ; I heard the 
mob search for me : some said he is gone one way, some 
another ; they were got into the yard ; I heard one of the 
shipwrights say, he is gone over the wall, and gone away 
by water. 

When the Guards came one of the shipwriglits came to 
me, and desired to know what I should do ; I said, go and 
tell the Officer to draw his men up, and come into the yard, 
and I'll surrender myself to him ; the soldiers came, and I 
came ou^of the saw-pit ; I had nothing but my handkerchief 
about my head; I had been wounded between ten and 
eleven at night; I surrendered myself to the Officer. Justice 
Hodgson said, Mr. Green, you are one of the bravest fellows 
that ever was : whom do you intend to go before, me, or Sir 
John Fielding ? I said, I do not care who it is ; then said 
he, you will go before me ; accordingly we went, and when 
I came there, he committed me to Newgate. — In the course 
of this evidence it does not appear, that the deponent swore 
to the identity of any of the prisoners, as engaged in the 
act of firing against, or otherwise assailing his house, though 
he did to some few of them threatening him at Billingsgate ; 
but this identity was sworn to by the next evidence, George 
Crabtree, in the persons of Cornwall, David Clark, or Clary^ 
Lynch^ Flaharty, and Graibger. The first he saw fire several 
times towards Green's windows ; Clark he also saw fire after 
Green had shot his brother ; Grainger he saw heaving a 
stone, or brickbat, at Green's windows, and Lynch with s 
musket in his hand, but did not see him fire. Ilobert iVn^* 
derson swore to Clark's and Cornwall! firing several times, 
as did also Andrew Evenerus to Clark's firing. Thomas 
Cummings swore to the same as committed by Flabarty, 
Clark, Lynch, Cornwall, and Murray, and he particularly 
accused Flaharty of getting into bis owa housci and firings 
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out ttt hif garret wihdows. Philrp OfMly md W^lilOi 
BurgiM<> corroborated the Mine as to Cornwall, and the latMr 
saw M^Cabe and John Grainger firingp knowing their pe^- 
sons but not their names. M^Cabe asked bioi for his slaeve 
buttons to load a piece with, to fire at tiraen, and mo wo» ar 
examined his ooat, and wanted to feel in his pocket ftirsnaw 
tiling to load : M'Cabe also enquired in the housap whttfB 
he, the deponent lodged, for the pewter spoons, and pots, 
to cut thcoi in pieces for shot, saying he wonkl pay fcr ihani. 
There were several other cyidenees to proye the Ideottty of 
the prisoners as concerned in this riot. Hotrw at the firi-* 
soners declared their innocence of the chaq(e; others aaid 
Ihey were thetie with the design of kc(!ping the peace^ and 
preventing the ctunfc o( Grevn^ who liad been guiUy of 
murder, by firing out of his windowsi Several appeared Id 
their character, but ull .seven were brought in guilty, death, 
and were executed the 2t)th of July, punmaat to tbflr 
aenteture. 

raOOFS THAT THV COMTOHlTtOV OV 

OtJNPOWDKR 

WAS KNOWN liKFORnTIIR KKI'UTKO PARJODOVITS PISCOVKRY. 



TtiB invention of gunpowder is generally ascribed to a 
German Monk of the fourteenth century, 'flie anwoied adK» 
tracts, however, from a work written by our countryman 
Roger Racon, who flourished about the year 1270, pi^ovt 
that he wu,s no stranger to its composition, and that he was 
well a(*(|uuintcd with several other contrivances of ft sioiilar 
nature. Hie prof^ess made by this genius, beyond all his 
contcmp€)rarics, in tiic study of natural philosophy, eausad 
him to be oc'cused of magic, and ou that account to b« 
excommunicated by tiie Pope. 

This ingenious philosopher knew so well bow to redote 
tlio powers of nature within the roles of art, as hgp Ifaaif 
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combinatioii to perform things which far surpassed the pre* 
tended miracles of the ma^ctaos. Ho demonstrated bji 
experiments that human iuduslry^ with aii insight into no* 
ture, can produce effects which they with all their charms^ 
sorceries and invocation of demofis, are unable to imitate. 
He exposed with admirable ingenuity tlie monstrous super- 
stitioost and enthusiastic notions of the times in which he 
lived; and judiciously distinguished between the sacred 
mysteries of piety, and the ridiculous chimeras and inven-* 
tions of an unsettled brain, between the corruptible princi-* 
pies of the body^ and the celestial origin of the soul; betvveeo 
Nature and God. 

The subjoined extracts are taken from a copy of Roger 
Bacon's wi^rks, preserved in the British Museum^ and pre** 
sented to that establishment by his present Majesty. 

^^ We may have an artificial composition of saltpetre, and 
other ingredients, or of the oil of red petrolei (oleum 
rxihrum petroLeumJ and other things, or willi maltha, naph- 
tha, with such like, which will burn at what distance we 
please, with which Pliny reports, lib, ii. chap. 104, that 
he kept a city against the w4iole Roman army : for by casting 
down maltha he could burn a souldicr, though he had on 
his armour. In the next to these we may place the Gre- 
cian fire, (igni^i grcecusj and other combustibles. To pro- 
ceed, lamps may be made to burn, and waters to keep hot 
perpetually. For 1 know many things which are not con- 
samcd in lire, as the salamander's skin, palk, with others, 
which by some adjunct, both are inflamed and shine, yet 
are not consumed, but rather puritied. Besides these, we 
may speak of divers admirable peeces of art ; as the making 
thunder and lightning in • he air^ yea, wiih a greater advan- 
tage of horrour, then those which are uncly produced by 
Kature. For a very, competent quantity of matter, righ.ly 
prepared, (the bignesse of one's, thumb) v\iil make a most 
hideous noise and corruscation 3 this may be done several 
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wayes; by which a city or army may he avereomef imidi 
after the fashion as Gideon overcame thai vast army of the 
MidianiteSy with three hundred men, by the breaking of 
their pitchers, and shining' of their lamps, together with 
the sudden leaping forth of the fire, and inestimable cracks 
lings. These would appear strange, if they were deugned 
to their just height both of proportion and matter. I might 
produce many strange works of another kind, which, though 
they bring no sensible profit, yet contain an ineffible spec- 
tacle of wit, and may be applied to the probation of all 
such secrets as the ignorant crew will not embrace. Such 
might I name the attraction of iron to the loadstone, a thing 
so incredulous, as none, save an eye-witnesse, would be- 
lieve. And in this attraction of iron, experience will show 
a diligent searcher, more wonders than any vulgar capacity 
can entertain." 



EEMARKABLB JBFFBCTS OF, AND PRB8ERVAT10N OF A TOCTB 

DURING, AN 

EXTRAORDINARY GUST OF WIND. 

In the afternoon of Monday, Ally 25, 1768, there hap-^ 
pened an extraordinary gust of wind, a few miles to the 
north-west of Cleobury, in Shropshire; its effects were 
most remarkable in the parish of Stoke St. Milborough^ 
where it unroofed the dwelling-house, bams, stables, and 
every other building belonging to farmer Bishop, one of 
which was entirely levelled with the ground ; in his orchard 
it destroyed upwards of sixty apple and pear-trees, which 
are cither broke off in the butt, or forced up by the roots } 
several large elm, and poplar-trees, were likewise blown 
down. He computed the damage lie had sustuned at 300^, 
His son, a youth of 16 years of age, being in the fold, was 
lilted four or five yards above the surface of the ground, nmd 
carried to the distance of eighty yards ; part of the spacf 
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was over a fish-pond^ a hedge, and »8toDe'>waIlj and faUi^f 
gradually in a held of hay^ received but Uttle hurt» 



WONDERFUL PRESERVATION 

OF NINE PERSONS^ WHO WERB SEVEN DAYS BURIED IN A 

COAL- FIT. 

On the morning of Tuesday the 10th of AuguSt, 18l3^ 
the undermined works of a coal-pit at Bradley fellin, immur- 
ing nine men and boy^ at a depth of 54 yards. Though 
the whole of them were given over as lost, it was resolved to 
make a road to them, from, an adjoining pit, by cutting 
through the solid coal nearly 70 yards, in an horizontal direc- 
tion. The work was immediately begun, and continued 
night and day, until about one o'clock on Monday week, 
when It was completed. A great number were constantly 
employed in clearing away, but one man only at a time 
could work at cutting with the pick, and was relieved about 
every half hour. It providentially happened that, a short 
time prior to the accident, there had been a fall of the roof 
in that part of the pit, which formed a kind of bank, upon 
which all of them, except one man, climbed and secured 
themselves from the ill effects of the sand and water. 

Nearly from the time the work was begun, the striking 
of the pick was heard by these poor creatures, which induced 
them to exert themselves, and endeavour to cleanse a head- 
way, which was known to them in the direction in which 
the miners were cutting, and they actually cleared six yards 
of sand, with only a small board, about eight inches square^ 
to carry It away upon : they also endeavoured, by thumping 
at Intervals against the coal, to give a, signal and direction 
to the workmen, but it was not heard until four o'clock on 
Monday morning, and at the same time a voice was dis- 
tinctly heard to sajT, ^' Go to the left." — ^Tbis animated the 
workmen to, if possible, more vigorous exertions, and at 
the time before named^ the pick struck through^ and was 
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floffered to remaia a short time, in order that the air mii^ 
be communicated sparingly, and to give tiaie for putting out 
the candles, to prevent explosion^ if any inflammable air had 
been contained in the inside. As soon as a suflBcient opening 
was made, a cup of griiel was, by direction of the medical gen- 
tlemen present, administered to each, when they wertremovad 
towards the shaft of the ])it, where beds were prepared, into 
which, after being rubbed, they were put for two hours. 
They were then attended in a coach to their houses^ and 
we are happy to add, they all recovered, after having beea 
enclosed seven days in the bowels of the earth, during which 
time the only sustenance they received, was a little water 
which they caught in a small iron pan. Never were anxiety 
and humanity more conspicuously displayed, than they have 
been on the present occasion, by ail ranks; and the highest 
praise is due to Samuel Fereday, Esq. and many other emi- 
nent coal-masters, for their personal superintendance, during 
great part of the time: to almost every ground«baiIifF in the 
vicinity, for their active exertions and advice ; to tlie many 
medical gentlemen who so promptly and humanely attend- 
ed ; and to the workmen, for their indefatigable and un- 
wearied perseverance. On Wednesday evening, the dead 
body of Jolin Keeling, who was unfortunately killed by the 
above accident^ was dug out of the pit. 



KARLY FEELINGS OF HONOR. 

On Saturday morning, the 24th March, 1804, a foreign 
gentlenian, a friend ot the Prince Dc Conde, who resided at 
Wansted House, Essex, attended before Sir Richard Ford, 
at the Public Office, Bow-street, to give information that a 
young gentleman, of the name of Eticnne Du Cas, a relation 
of the Prince De Conde's, had received a letter from a gen- 
tleman, whom he did not know, calling him <^ a coward/' 
and making use of a deal of abusive language j and con- 
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eluded with challenging him to fight with pistols on Sati]r<» 
day afternoon. The latter acknowledged he was unknown 
to the party he was addresaing by name ; but stated that 
be would be in the ride in St. James's Park, at five o'clock 
on Saturday afternoon^ mounted on a bright bay horse^ with 
a white handkerchief in his hand *, and on their meetings 
would adjourn to a proper place to fight. The letter con- 
cluded with stating th^ writer's address to be ^'Edward 
Stephenson^ Elsq. No. 50, Great Ormond-street." 

In consequence of this information, Sir Richard Ford is- 
sued warrants against the challenger and the foreign young 
gentleman. Rivet and Parkes, the officers, were dispatchedl 
in pursuit of the challet|.<j:er; and Baker, the patrole, after 
the challenged, to his residence at Laytonstone in Essex. 

On Saturday evening, about eight o'clock, Etienne Du 
Cas, attended by his relation, the Prince De Conde, and a 
friend, appeared before Aaron Graham, Esq. the sitting 
magistrate, in the custody of Baker, the patrole ^ but the 
other party had not arrived. The magistrate investigated 
the business of the partis present, and discovered that they 
had a knowledge of each other by sight ; and the dispute 
was acknowledged to be about an amour. Mr. Graham 
then observed, he should ndt like to detain Mr. Du Cas in 
custody, and asked his friend if be had any objection to-enter 
into a recognizance, t^at Mr. Du Cas should not break the 
peace, by being provoked to fight by Mr. Stephenson, whid^ 
was agreed to, and was about to be taken by the clerk ; 
when, lol a Lilliputian fnighty herOy who had caused so 
much alarm, entered the ofiice, in the custody of Rivet aod 
Parkes, to the no small amusemeht of every one present"-^ 
even the magistrate could not resist laughing— rfor he proW 
ed to be a school-boy, and a mere child, only fourteen je$X§ 
of age, but dressed in tbe extreme of feskion, as a Bm# 
Street lounger, with a verf* thick tieekclolhy^ tJs a M lli| 
collar up to his ears, and only about three feet two inpbfa 
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high: on his being placed by the 'side of Mr. Du Caa^ 
v'ho is about seventeen years of age, and near five feet eight 
inches high, it was impossible for a burlesque soene^ of 8 
similar circumstance, in a pantomime, to have a more lu^* 
crous appearance. After the magistrate had recovered from 
his astonishment, at the appearance of the infant before him 
under these circumstances, he examined Master Stephenson 
as to the challenge sent Mr. Du Cas, which he denied to be 
written by him, but acknowledged it was sent by two ddes 
boys, who were at Chigwell School with him, and they 
-signed his name by his consent. The offence given by Mr. 
Du Cas was, that he had been on a visit in the neighbour^ 
hood of Chigwell School, and had paid some attention to a 

Miss H n, whom Master Stephenson fancied himself 

enamoured with. 

The magistrate gave the youth a very proper but severe 
reprimand ; and told him, if he did not made a very sufficieuC 
apology to Mr. Du Cas, he would commit him to prison. 
This seemed to have the desired effect upon him, and he 
appeared sensible of his folly ; he expressed his sorrow, but 
Mr. Du Cas very handsomely said there was no occasion^ 
and gave him his hand, and forgave him. 

Mr. Graham said, he should send for Masters Greorge 
Leath and Joseph Harris, who had assisted in manufactur- 
ing the letter, and should hold them to. bail to keep the 
peace. 

Captain Mitchell, a brother-in-law of Master Stephen- 
son's, attended him to the office ; and Mr. Graham address- 
ed him, and said, he ^opcd Master Stephenson's fiather 
would pay the expences of the gentlemen, who had been 
brought a number of miles out of the country, by the folly 
and imprudence of his son, and satisfy the officers for thev 
trouble ; both of which the Captain assured the ma^stnte 
thoiild be complied with. 
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